
Fabrication of FibrousMaterials Based
on Cyclodextrin and Egg Shell Waste
as an Affordable Composite for Dental
Applications
Amirhesam Amini1, Parya Kazemzadeh2, Mojtaba Jafari 3,
Mohammadreza Moghaddam-Manesh4, Narendra Pal Singh Chauhan5*, Nafiseh Fazelian6

and Ghasem Sargazi 7*

1Dental Research Center, Dentistry Research Institute, Tehran University of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran, 2Department of
Chemistry, Lorestan University, Khorramabad, Iran, 3Department of Nursing, School of Nursing and Midwifery, Bam University of
Medical Sciences, Bam, Iran, 4Petrochemistry and Polymer Research Group, Chemistry and Petrochemistry Research Center,
Standard Research Institute, Kerman, Iran, 5Independent Researcher, Shrisela, India, 6Department of Restorative Dentistry,
Dental School, Bushehr University of Medical Sciences, Bushehr, Iran, 7Noncommunicable Diseases Research Center, Bam
University of Medical Sciences, Bam, Iran

In this study, the fibrous nanostructures based on cyclodextrin from egg shell waste were
fabricated using electrospinning technique under optimal conditions. Scanning electron
microscopy (SEM), thermal stability analysis and abrasion testing were used to
characterise the final products. The cyclodextrin nanofibrous products were used as
new nanostructures in the field of dental coatings due to the obtained properties such as
uniform shape, small particle size distribution, high thermal stability and optimal abrasion
resistance. The DFT calculations confirmed the chemical stability of the final products. The
MTT test results confirmed that the fibrous nanocoatings of the egg shell have no
significant side effects on healthy cells. These fibrous nanostructures could be a
promising candidate for use as a dental nanocoating material.
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INTRODUCTION

Economic and environmental factors are influencing the current trend of waste recycling (Mwanza
andMbohwa 2017; Zhang et al., 2018). According to studies, global waste productions will more than
double by 2050 (Abdelbasir et al., 2018). Egg shell is one of the most important waste materials, and
in most countries, a large amount of it is disposed of in various ways (Ahmad et al., 2020). Because
eggshells contain approximately 93% calcium, 1% magnesium, 5% phosphorus, and the rest of its
components, including sodium and potassium, these valuable materials can easily provide the
minerals required by the human body (Aditya et al., 2021). According to research, consuming a small
amount of eggshell on a daily basis can greatly protect the body against osteoporosis, joint diseases,
and mineral deficiency diseases (Mittal et al., 2016; Waheed et al., 2019).

Nanofibers are a type of one-dimensional nanomaterial with a thickness ranging from 1 to 100 nm
(Wang et al., 2019; Zhu et al., 2019; Sheng et al., 2021). These effective nanostructures have desirable
physicochemical properties such as high mechanical strength, a large specific surface area, and
excellent chemical stability (Balusamy et al., 2020; Ning et al., 2021; Zhou et al., 2021). Nanofibers are
widely used in engineering, health and environmental and medicine applications, as well as versatile
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nano-coatings, due to their unique properties (Marinho et al.,
2021). According to studies, the use of nanocoatings in various
industries, such as the preparation and packaging of various
cosmetic products, has been investigated (Zhang et al., 2020; Li
et al., 2022). Furthermore, due to their desirable properties,
nanocoatings have recently been used in a wide range of
applications in the field of implants, novel dental coatings, and
other dental equipment (Mohandesnezhad et al., 2020; Sousa
et al., 2020).

The resistance to abrasion is one of the most important
characteristics of dental coatings. In fact, abrasion is defined as
damage to the surface of the tooth or loss of volume of the tooth
caused by direct contact with other materials (Oliveira et al.,
2021). This is a physiological phenomenon that occurs naturally
throughout life. This phenomenon can also occur mechanically
or chemically. In fact, severe tooth wear can result in centric
contact loss, a change in vertical height, or muscle fatigue (Safaee
et al., 2021). As a result, the use of novel coatings with high
abrasion resistance is essential. Because the structure of the egg
shell is similar to bone, the mechanism associated with this
process is similar to the structure of the body’s bones and
teeth, and thus it will be absorbed in large quantities and
easily by the body (Mohammed 2020). As a result, when
eggshell waste is converted into fibers nanocoatings, these
calcium-rich nanostructures can be used as low-cost,
inexpensive, and affordable nanocoatings (Threepopnatkul
et al., 2019; Puspitasari et al., 2020; Moustafa et al., 2021). The
goal of our research is to develop dental restorative material from
cyclodextrin and egg shell wastes.

In this study, eggshell waste materials were collected and
crushed using a milling process, and the compounds were
electrospun into cyclodextrin-based fibrous nanostructures. In
order to confirm the nanostructure as well as the stability of these
nanocoatings, scanning electron microscopy (SEM) and thermal
stability analysis (TGA) have been used. Finally, abrasion
resistance and toxicity tests were used to investigate the
application of these nanostructures in the field of dental
nanocoatings.

MATERIALS AND METHOD

Materials
For this study, egg shell waste was collected from an industrial
slaughterhouse in Kerman. The cyclodextrin polymer powder
(Merck, Germany) was 99.9% pure. Acetic acid (Merck,
Germany) was also used as a solvent at a concentration of 90%.

Synthesis of Nanostructured Materials
First, 1 g of eggshell materials are mechanically crushed, and then
the crushed shells are dissolved in 130 ml of acetic acid to produce
a homogeneous mixture. A high voltage electrospinning device
manufactured by Fanavaran Nanomeghyas Company was used in
the synthesis of coating nanofibers. To achieve this, 20 mg of
cyclodextrin was gradually added to a homogeneous mixture of
eggshell waste materials. The above solution was stirred with a
magnetic stirrer for 1 h at 90°C. The solution that resulted was

injected into an electrospinning syringe. The optimal
electrospinning parameters are shown in Table 1.

Characterization
Fourier-transform infrared (FTIR) spectrum was recorded
using Spectrum One FTIR spectrophotometer (Perkin Elmer,
United States). Microscopic morphology was analyzed by
scanning electron microscopy (Mira 3- XMU). Elemental
analysis was studied by EDS model XL30. Pore textural
properties, such as surface area and porosity, were
determined using N2 adsorption/desorption measurements
(Belsorp mini II) at 77 K. Thermal properties of the samples
were studied using a thermogravimetric analysis (TGA/
SDTA851e; Shimadzu, Japan). TGA tests were performed

TABLE 1 | Electrospinning parameters for the synthesis of nanofibers.

Amount (%) Parameter

Concentration of polymeric solution (w/w) 20
Flow rate (ml/h) 0.5
Voltage (kv) 10
Spinning distance (cm) 15
Rate of collector (rpm) 150

TABLE 2 | The Characteristics of the instrument developed for abrasion test.

Frequency (Hz) Rate (m/s) Rotation (rpm) Force (kg)

50 0.05 100 12, 7.5, 1

FIGURE 1 | FT-IR spectrum of (A) cyclodextrin (B) nanofibers based on
cyclodextrin.
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on samples heated from 10 to 800°C at a rate of 10°C/min in a
N2 atmosphere. Abrasion is established by sliding the pin on
the disc to perform the abrasion test. Table 2 also includes the
specifications of the wearable device used in this study.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Proposed Structure and Elemental Analysis
The FT-IR spectrum for cyclodextrin (Han et al., 2020) and
fibrous nanostructure based on cyclodextrin and egg shell waste is
depicted in Figure 1. The broad weak band appeared at
3,400 cm−1 may be attributed to OH stretching and bands
appeared at 3,020 and 1,450 cm−1 is assigned for C-H
stretching and bending mode of sp2 hybridized C atoms (Lai
et al., 2021). The bands appeared at 1,020 and 1,150 cm−1 region

is due to ether functional groups present inside the ring and the
ether functional groups outside the ring, respectively. The bands
appeared at the range between 700 and 800 cm−1 are attributed to
Ca-O stretching clearly suggested the proposed framework of
fibrous nanostructure presented in Figure 2.

Figure 3 also depicts an elemental analysis representation of
nanostructured material based on egg shell waste and cyclodextrin.
Elemental analysis data of fibrous nanostructure is tabulated in
Table 3. According to data, the suggested structures of cyclodextrin
based on FTIR were confirmed strongly.

Chemical Composition
The density functional theory (DFT/B3LYP) method, in
connection with 6-31G and 6–311+G, was used to determine
the structural stability of the compounds. (Yang et al., 2019;
Yang et al., 2021). So even though related bonds represent as
the framework for component expansion, the stability of the bonds
was investigated in order to determine structure stability. Table 4
show the structural information obtained from these components
using theoretical methods. According to the results, the fibrous
samples have a low energy in both the B3LYP/6-31G and B3LYP/6-
311G methods, implying that this structure is stable. Furthermore,
the theoretical methods’ results support the formation of the
components as evidence for the expansion of the primary units.

Morphology and Particle Size Distribution
Figure 4A depicts a SEM image of an egg shell fibers synthesized
under optimal conditions of electrospinning. The findings show
that these novel nanocoatings have a uniform morphology and
are dispersed as filaments. So even though nanofibers are
classified as one-dimensional nanomaterials due to having two
dimensions in the nanoscale (Lai et al., 2021; Qing et al., 2022),
and only one of their dimensions is outside the nanoparticle
(length), this image well confirms this property in egg-based
fibers nanocoatings. The average thickness of these nanofibers,
according to this image, is about 18 nm. As a result, the use of
nanofibers with a small size distribution and uniform
morphology influences the performance of these new
nanostructures in the field of dental nanocoatings (Rasouli
et al., 2018; Rokaya et al., 2018; Gao et al., 2019). In fact,
because these layers are used as an intra-surface coating, their
interaction with other components of the tooth can be increased if
they have a uniform morphology.

In order to determine the size distribution of the egg shell powders,
Zetasizer apparatus was used. As shown in Figure 4B, themain size of
egg shell powder was distributed about 875 nm. As an important
result, this particle size distribution of egg shell powder is larger than
fibrous nanostructures. The small particle size distribution of the

FIGURE 2 | Elemental analysis for nanofibers based on cyclodextrin and
egg shell waste.

FIGURE 3 | Schematic representation for the fabrication of nanofibers
based on cyclodextrin.

TABLE 3 | Elemental analysis for nanofibers based on cyclodextrin and egg
shell waste.

Element C H O

Actual 40.01 5.42 47.21
Theoretical 39.93 5.40 47.27
Deviation 0.2 0.37 -0.13
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samples may affect the specific surface area, resulting in increased
adhesion between the different layers of the nanocoating.

Thermal Stability
The thermal stability of dental nanocoating must be determined
because it can withstand stresses in a variety of environments.
The thermal behavior of egg shell nanofibers in different

temperature ranges is depicted in Figure 5. As far as we
know, these nanocoatings have not lost any weight up to a
temperature of about 180°C. After this temperature range, the
majority of the weight of nanofibers is lost (Feng et al., 2018). As a
result, if these nanofibrous waste materials are used as
nanocoatings at temperatures below 190°C, there will be no
thermal damage to the teeth. Even though temperature
changes affect the rate of tooth decay, the synthesis of
nanocoatings waste materials with a high degree of thermal
stability improves the product’s efficiency. The egg shell
ingredients, as well as the optimal conditions of
electrospinning process, appear to have influenced the
production of eggshell fibers nanocoatings with high thermal
stability.

Textural Properties
The nitrogen adsorption/desorption isotherm of samples
synthesised under optimal electrospinning conditions was
shown in Figure 6. The adsorption/desorption of the
samples is similar to the second-kind of isotherms,
demonstrating the meso-nature of the porous size
distribution for the compound, according to the results
(Reddy et al., 2017). Furthermore, BET curve results show

TABLE 4 | DFT calculations for the main group of the fibrous nanostructure.

Method B3LYP/6-31G B3LYP/6-311G

Dipole Moment (debye) 4.3486 4.3771
Amount of charge on oxygen atoms O1 -0.351 -0.313

O2 -0.261 -0.220
O14 -0.522 -0.528
O16 -0.403 -0.361

Bond length (angstrom) C3-O1 1.26942 1.26500
C3-O2 1.31103 1.31350
C13-O14 1.36324 1.36257
C13-O16 1.23930 1.23669

Angle O1-C3-O2 113.77759 113.84765
O14-C13-O16 122.81197 122.83087

Compound energy (a.u) — -624.54732499 -624.71012602

FIGURE 4 | image of (A) fibrous nanostructures based on cyclodextrin and (B) egg shell powder.

FIGURE 5 | TGA thermogram for fibrous nanostructures based on
cyclodextrin.
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that the samples have a specific surface area of about 273 m2/g.
According to the data, it is possible to conclude that the
synthesis of a sample with significant porosity and high
surface area may allow for the use of this waste material as
a novel candidate in dental nanocoatings (Rai et al., 2020).

Abrasion Tests
Table 5 shows the results of the abrasion test performed on egg
shell nanofibers synthesized under optimal conditions of
electrospinning. As demonstrated, these nanocoatings have a
high abrasion resistance. Figure 7 shows a SEM image of the
intra-surfaces of the eggshell nanofibers before and after the
abrasion test. It is known that no significant change was
performed in the surface of the samples after the wear test,

indicating the high stability of the products against wear. So
even though wear on the surface of the tooth is one of the major
causes of tooth decay and damage, the applications of these
nanocoatings waste are not only economically viable, but also
desirable in terms of efficiency. The strong structure of the egg
shell, the materials used in the final structures, and the
electrospinning process all contribute to the high performance
of these nanocoatings (Feng et al., 2017).

These factors increase the specific surface area and surface
stability of the nanofibers, resulting in a high efficiency of these
waste products as new compounds in dental coatings. The
presence of calcium compounds in the structure of eggshell is
one of the important evidences for increasing wear resistance.
The nanofibrous natures of the structures, as well as the use of
electrospinning methods, play an important role in the final
product’s high efficiency (Gu et al., 2020).

Toxicity Test
After 48 h of treatment, the cytotoxicity of final products on
normal cells with various concentrations of cyclodextrin fibers
nanostructures per g/mL was reported. Figure 8 shows the results
of the cell viability test. As can be seen, the survival rate of cells does
not change significantly under different conditions of nanofiber

FIGURE 6 | Nitrogen adsorpton/desorption isotherm plots for fibrous
nanostructure.

TABLE 5 | Abrasion test in nanofibrous egg shell waste material.

Weight loss (mg) Movement (mm)

0.001 1
0.001 3
0.002 5
0.003 7

FIGURE 7 | SEM image for the egg shell before (A) and after (B) abrasion test.

FIGURE 8 | Effect of toxicity of different concentrations of nanofibers on
cells with MTT tests.
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concentration, indicating that these nanostructures are non-toxic.
As a result, the compound’s anti-toxicity enables its use as a novel
dental coating. The nature of cyclodextrinmay be one of the factors
that caused the high anti-toxic properties in the fibrous
nanostructures (Kfoury et al., 2018). The presence of porosity in
this structure improves the efficiency of the final composition.

CONCLUSION

Egg shell is regarded as a versatile waste material because of the
obvious valuable elements such as calcium, magnesium, and
phosphorus found in it. These materials were electrospun
into cyclodextrin-based one-dimensional nanofibers.
According to the findings, the final products have a small
particle size distribution, a uniform shape, and a high
thermal stability. Furthermore, after abrasion testing, the
surface of the nanocoatings did not change significantly.
The MTT test was used to investigate the toxicity of

nanofibers on healthy cells, and the results show that
nanofibers are non-toxic. The strong mechanical structure
of eggshell, as well as the electrospinning process, have a
significant impact on the final properties of this waste
material, transforming it into an efficient material with
high economic value.
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