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Starting point of Stream of Consciousness in Urdu Fiction:
London ki Aik Raat

Abstract

"Stream of consciousness is basically psychological theory
which is presented by Professor William James in his book "The
Principles of Psychology". Stream of consciousness is a
continuous flow of sense-perceptions, thoughts, feelings and
memories in the human mind. This term is reserved for
indicating an approach to the presentation of psychological
aspects of character in fiction. In Urdu fiction Syed Sajjad
Zaheer first used this technique in his novelt "London ki aik raat"
very well."
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"1) Every thought tends to be a part of a personal
consciousness.2) Within each personal consciousness thought is
always changing.3) Within each personal consciousness thought
is sensibly continuous.4) It is always appears to deal with the
object independent of itself.5) It is interested in some parts of
these objects to the exclusion of others, and welcome or reject
chooses from among them, in a word--all the while"[1]
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"Consciousness, it is nothing jointed; it flows. A "river" or a
"stream" are the metaphors by which it is most naturally

described. In talking of it hereafter, let us call it the stream of
thoughts, of consciousness or of subjective life"[2]
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"Human nature had changed...in or about December 1910, the

rejected the socio-descriptive novel in favour of a novel

centering on 'the character itself'. Inner thoughts and feelings
now occupied the foreground of attention"[5]
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"The word "Consciousness" as well as the word "Stream" is
figurative, hence both are less precise and less stable. If, then the
term stream of consciousness is reserved for indicating an
approach to the presentation of psychological aspects of
character in fiction"[6]
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"The continuous flow of sense-perceptions, thoughts, feelings
and memories in the human mind; or a literary method of
representing such a blending of mental process in fictional
characters, usually in an unpunctuated or disjoined form of
interior monologue."[7]
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"Stream of Consciousness: Internal monologues, that often
resemble random, abstract thinking or free association"[8]
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"An extended speech uttered by one speaker, either to other or
as if alone. Significant varieties include the dramatic
Monologue. (a kind of poem in which the speaker is imagined to
be the addressing a silent audience) and the soliloquy in which

the speaker is supposed to be overheard while alone"[9]
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"The term is often used as a synonym for interior monologue,
but it can also be distinguished, in two ways. In the first
(Psychological) Sense, the stream of consciousness is the
subject-matter while interior monologue is the technique for
presenting it".[10]
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