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Should You Have Used “Would Have” or “Would
of’?
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The phrase would of is sometimes erroneously used in place of would

have because the pronunciation of would of is similar to that of
would’ve, the contraction of would have. Also, contractions such as
would’ve and should’ve are sometimes intentionally misspelled as
would of and should of (or woulda and shoulda) to depict regional
accents,’ but neither contractions nor intentional misspellings should
be used in formal or scientific writing.

Would, should, could, and might are examples of modal verbs that can
be combined with the auxiliary verb have to help form the conditional
perfect tense of a third verb.? The preposition of should not be used in
place of the auxiliary verb have in any of these verb phrases.

Examples:

The surgeon would have performed the operation sooner had an
operating room been available.

We could have removed the tumor surgically if it had been detected
sooner.
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