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2008 FALL COMMENCEMENT 

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS-PAN AMERICAN 
FALL 2008 GRADUATES 

Dear Graduates, 

Congratulations to the Class of 2008! Today we join family and 
friends in proudly celebrating your great achievement. 

We recognize and applaud the hard work, commitment and 
perseverance it has taken for you to accomplish your educational 
goals. With this nation celebrating change and hope, you are poised 
to make great contributions to this new tomorrow. We have every 
confidence in your future success. 

As you celebrate today, please take a moment to remember those 
who have paved the way for your success. Civil rights advocates, 
community leaders, friends and family who fought hard to make 
sure you had every opportunity to excel. It is my hope that you 
will one day have a chance to honor those who helped you along the 
way by reaching out to your Alma Mater and those who may hope 
to follow in your footsteps . To that end, I welcome and encourage 
your membership in the UTPA Alumni Association and your support of this university, its 
programs and, most importantly, its future students. 

Again, congratulations and may your future be worthy of all your dreams. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~ ,c ~ ~ 
Blandina Cardenas 
President 



2008 FALL COMMENCEMENT 

PLATFORM GUESTS: 
Dr. Blandina Cardenas 
Dr. Paul Sale 
Mr. James R. Langabeer 
Dr. John A. Edwards 
Ms. Janice Odom 
Mr. Bob Lim 
Dr. Ana Maria Rodriguez 
Dr. Cynthia Brown 
Dr. Wendy A. Lawrence-Fowler 
Dr. Teofilo Ozuna 
Dr. Bruce J. Reed 
Dr. Salvador Hector Ochoa 
Dr. Van A. Reidhead 
Dr. Dahlia Guerra 
Dr. Edwin LeMaster 
Ms. Katie Lynn McCarty 
Ms. Alejandra Fabre 
Ms. Ursula Zavala 
Mr. Carlos E. Ballesteros 
Ms. Charity Maxine Bowen 
Mrs. Gilda Romero 
Mr. Arturo A. Rosales 

The Honorable J.D. Salinas III 

President, The University of Texas-Pan American 
Provost/Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Vice President for Business Affairs 
Vice President for Enrollment and Student Services 
Vice President for University Advancement 
Vice President for Information Technology 
Senior Vice Provost for Undergraduate Studies 
Vice Provost for Graduate Studies 
Vice Provost for Research and Sponsored Projects 
Dean, College of Business Administration 
Dean, College of Health Sciences and Human Services 
Dean, College of Education 
Dean, College of Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Dean, College of Arts and Humanities 
Dean, College of Science and Engineering 
Student Speaker, College of Arts and Humanities 
Student Speaker, College of Business Administration 
College of Science and Engineering 
College of Science and Engineering 
Student Speaker, College of Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Chief Operating Officer, South Texas Health System 
Director, Program Services and Execution for Boeing 
Commercial and Civil Programs in Boeing Space and 
Intelligence Systems 
Hidalgo County Judge 

GRAND MARSHALS-FACULTY SENATE REPRESENTATIVES 
Dr. Danika Brown 
Dr. John Sargent 

CLASS MARSHALS 
Dr. Kimberly B. Seiber 
Dr. Deborah L. Cole 
Dr. Robert Morrison 
Dr. Arturo Vasquez 
Dr. Irma Guadarrama 
Dr. Beatriz G. Bautista 
Dr. John Abraham 
Dr. Shelia Pozorski 
Dr. Kristin Croyle 

ANNOUNCING THE CANDIDATES 
Dr. Petra Guerra 
Dr. Mark]. Ramirez 
Dr. Angelica Cortes 
Dr. Monica Hernandez 
Dr. Laura Saenz 
Dr. Sandy Sanchez 
Dr. Hector L. Diaz 
Dr. John R. Villarreal 
Dr. Luis A. Materon 
Dr. Thomas Pozorski 

HOODING MARSHALS 
Dr. Cynthia M. Mc Williams 
Dr. Peter P. Dabrowski 
Dr. Debra E. Otto 
Dr. Sharon A. Pittman 
Dr. John Darcy 
Dr. Kai Koong 
Dr. Zhixiang Chen 
Dr. Steven C. Tidrow 
Dr. Velma Menchaca 
Dr. Jaime Curts 
Dr. Fred Ernst 
Dr. Philip Ethridge 

College of Arts and Humanities 
College of Arts and Humanities 
College of Business Administration 
College of Business Administration 
College of Education 
College of Health Sciences and Human Services 
College of Science and Engineering 
College of Social and Behavioral Sciences 
College of Social and Behavioral Sciences 

College of Arts and Humanities 
College of Arts and Humanities 
College of Business Administration 
College of Business Administration 
College of Education 
College of Health Sciences and Human Services 
College of Health Sciences and Human Services 
College of Science and Engineering 
College of Science and Engineering 
College of Social and Behavioral Sciences 

College of Arts and Humanities 
College of Arts and Humanities 
College of Health Sciences and Human Services 
College of Health Sciences and Human Services 
College of Business Administration 
College of Business Administration 
College of Science and Engineering 
College of Science and Engineering 
College of Education 
College of Education 
College of Social and Behavioral Sciences 
College of Social and Behavioral Sciences 



2008 FALL COMMENCEMENT 

ORDER OF EXERCISES 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER 

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS 

INTRODUCTION OF TOP GRADUATE 

STUDENT ADDRESS 

INTRODUCTION OF ACADEMIC DEANS 

PRESENTATION and HOODING of 
DOCTORAL DEGREES 

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DOCTORAL, 

9a.m. 

1:30 p.m. 

5:30 p.m 

9a.m. 

1:30 p.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

1:30 p.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

MASTER'S and BACCALAUREATE DEGREES: 9 a.m. 

1:30 p.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

CERTIFICATION OF CANDIDATES FOR 
DOCTORAL, MASTER'S AND BACCALAUREATE DEGREES 

AWARDING OF DOCTORAL, MASTER'S AND 
BACCALAUREATE DEGREES 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION GREETINGS 

PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS 

MUSIC PROVIDED BY 

Graduating with Honors 

Dr. Paul Sale, ProvostNice President for 
Academic Affairs 

Dr. Blandina Cardenas, President 

Ms. Gilda Romero, Chief Operating Officer 
South Texas Health System 

Mr. Arturo Rosales, Director, Program Services and 
Execution Commercial and Civil Programs 
Boeing Space and Intelligence Systems 

The HonorableJ.D. Salinas III, 
Hidalgo County Judge 

Dr. Blandina Cardenas, President 

Ms. Katie Lynn McCarty, College of Arts and 
Humanities 
Ms. Alejandra Fabre, College of Business 
Administration 
Ms. Charity Maxine Bowen, College of Social and 
Behavioral Sciences 

Dr. Paul Sale, Provost/Vice President for 
Academic Affairs 

Dr. Teofilo Ozuna, 
Dean, College of Business Administration 

Dr. Salvador Hector Ochoa, 
Dean, College of Education 

Dr. Dahlia Guerra, Dean, 
College of Arts and Humanities 
Dr. Bruce J. Reed, Dean, College of Health 
Sciences and Human Services 

Dr. Teofila Ozuna, 
Dean, College of Business Administration 
Dr. Edwin LeMaster, 
Dean, College of Science and Engineering 

Dr. Salvador Hector Ochoa, 
Dean, College of Education 
Dr. Van A. Reidhead, 
Dean, College of Social and Behavioral Sciences 

Dr. Paul Sale, Provost/Vice President for 
Academic Affairs 

Dr. Blandina Cardenas, President 

Dr. Roland S. Arriola 

Dr. Blandina Cardenas, President 

The University of Texas-Pan American 
Department of Music 

Honor graduates are baccalaureate candidates completing degrees with superior overall academic records. Candidates graduating with highest honors: 

Summa Cum Laude (SCL)- 3.9-4.0 grade point average• Magna Cum Laude (MCL) - 3.7-3.89 grade point average 
Cum Laude (CL) - 3.5-3.69 grade point average 



2008 FALL COMMENCEMENT 

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES 
The College of Arts and Humanities includes the Departments of Art, Communication, English, History and Philosophy, 
Modern Languages and Literature, and Music. The goals of the College of Arts and Humanities are based upon the 
recognition that a liberal arts education is the foundation for all University studies. 



2008 FALL COMMENCEMENT 

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES 

Adrian E. Cantu 
Carlos L. Cantu 
Jose Heriberto Castro 

Sandra Christine Kalman 

Douglas Noel Clark 

Mayra A. Garcia 

Deisy Alanis 
Stacey Michelle Altamirano CL 
Diana Patricia Alvarado 
Isabel Alvarez 
Aracely Ariaza 
Alexandria M. Ayala 
Nayelly Sanjuanita Barrios 
Angelina Benavides 
Michael A. Betancourt 
Jennifer Lee Blanco 
Victor M. Blanco 
Suzette Bustos MCL 
Samantha Campos De Perez 
Adriana Cantu 
Daniella Ariana Cantu 
Fernando Cantu 
Carlos Tomas Carcamo 
Juan Cardenas 
Amanda 0. Cardoza 
Triauna Rachelle Carey SCL 
Kimberly Casarez 
Leslie Natali Castaneda 
Adriana Castro 
Mark Anthony Cavazos 
Myra Chavez 
Vanessa J. Chavez 
Liana Cisneros 
Janie Covarrubias 
Asoid E. De La Garza 

lram Arlena 
Arredondo 

Maria De Lourdes Ballard CL 
Jose Daniel Castillo 
James Aaron De Los Santos 

Elizabeth Cuadra 
Veronica Garza 
Robert Kerwin 

Efrain Salinas 

Esperanza Medina 

Ana Maria De Leon 
Cristina M. Del Toro CL 
Maria Francisca Deleon 
Juan Antonio Delgado 
Lorelle Estrada 
April Flores 
Dalia Azucena Flores 
Veronica Flores 
Matthew C. Franco 
Diego A. Galvan 
Elizabeth Gaona 
Bonnie M. Garcia 
Brandon Andre Garcia 
Yadira Vianey Garcia 
Melissa Michelle Garcia MCL 
Laura Eugenia Garcia 
Jenny L. Garza 
Jennifer Garza 
Jose M. Garza 
Marcela Garza 
Elizabeth Gaytan 
Jose Alberto Gomez 
David Gomez 
Astrid Gonzalez 
Alvaro Jacobo Gonzalez 
Nayla Gonzalez 
Juanita Torres Gonzalez 
Jamie Guerra 
Jacqueline Lizbeth Guerra 

Sylvia Canales 
Adrian Garcia 

Antonio Duenas 
Jesus Andres Flores 
Alejandra Vanessa Garcia 

Esmeralda R. Macias 
Elizabeth Celesta 

Martinez 

Rosa Linda Musollari 

Diana Karina Guerrero 
Jeffry A, Guillen 
Bianca Hammond 
George William Handley 
Jacquelyn Paige Haulmark 
David Victor Hernandez 
Abram Hernandez 
Juventina Herrera 
Jason Huerta 
Jeremy Merrell Johnson 
Samantha Nicole Keller 
Monica Marie Lafayette 
Jennifer N. Leal 
Joel Javier Leal 
Joel Lopez 
Jessica Iriza Macias 
Eugina L. Magana 
Denise Ruby 

Maldonado 
Mirella Martinez 
Michael Martinez 
Raul Martinez 
Joe Luis Martinez 
Katie Lynn McCarty SCL 
Trenton Ray 

Meadows 
Carolina D. Medina 
Cassidy Mejia 
Melissa C. Mejia 

Concepcion Guzman 
Lee Z. Johnson 

Laura C. Gomez 
Arturo Hernandez 
Santa Hernandez 

Maria D. Mendiola 
Randall William Monty 
Maria Del Rosario Rodriguez 

Daniel Mendoza 
San Juana S. Montelongo 
Karina L. Munoz 
Ester N. Nguma 
Jovanna L. Ocanas 
Pedro Palomin 
Brenda Pena 
Johanna Juliet Perez 
Joanie Lea Peyton 
Lori Ann Prado CL 
Justin R. Pricer 
Meredith Y nette Prukop 
Christine Victoria Quesada 
Christopher Russell Quin 
Gabriel Quintanilla 
Jennifer Yvette Quintanilla 
Syndee Lee Ramirez 
Josette Ramirez 
Yanai Renteria 
Alyssa Requenez 
Anibal Resendez 
Cassie Reyes 
Ruben J. Rios 
Sanjuanita Rios 
Yadira L. Rivas 
Severino G. Rodriguez 
Vasthi Denise Rodriguez 
Omar Rodriguez 
Yvette M. Rodriguez 

Eleazar Nino 
Linda Marie Salinas 

Michael Javier Lopez 
Raul Rene Luevano 
Mayanin H. Martinez 

Alvaro Cruz Salinas 
Gracie Segovia 
Maria A. Shaffar 

Jessica Rodriguez 
Cristina Rodriguez 
Yram A. Rodriguez 
Marcus H. Rodriguez CL 
Brenda Saenz 
Josey Salazar 
Candace Marie Sanchez 
Rachael Sanchez CL 
Zabdiel Sanchez 
Eric Gabriel Sanchez 
Veronica Sanchez 
Veronica Sandoval MCL 
Cynthia Christine Santos 
Daniel Rolando Silva 
James Matthew Slusher 
Laura Carey Sparks 
Ana V. Stewart CL 
Sarah Annette Torres 
Samantha Jo Torrez 
Rene H. Trevino 
Krystal Sarai Trevino 
Anna Mercedes Valdez 
Alexander L. Vela 
Catherine Belen Villanueva 
Vanessa Iris Villarreal 
Jennifer Lynn Villarreal MCL 
Claudia Villegas 
John C. Walker 

Lorena Zuniga 

Marisa Mendoza MCL 
Javier Alejandro Paz 
Christy L. Vela 



9 a.m. 

COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES AND HUMAN SERVICES 
The College of Health Sciences and Human Services includes the Departments of Clinical Laboratory Sciences, 
Communication Sciences and Disorders, Dietetics, Nursing, Occupational Therapy, Physician Assistant Studies, 
Rehabilitation, and Social Work. The college also has a Cooperative Pharmacy Program with The University of Texas at 
Austin College of Pharmacy. The college recognizes the need for the University to take a leading role in the education 
of health care and human service professionals with the assistance and cooperation of the regional facilities. The college 
is dedicated to providing educational programs necessary to meet the needs for competent health and human service 
professionals in the Rio Grande Valley and Texas. 



2008 FALL COMMENCEMENT 

COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES AND HUMAN SERVICES 

Karina Abrego Craig Dennis Comisky Eric Hettler Brenda L. Parrish Mikel Jurg Schlotterback 
Nancy Aguilera Kraig Abram Laura Kakar Lisa Danielle Paul James Donald Stark 
Marvin Alexander Andrade Dekoker Kimberly Ann McNutt Leticia R. Perez Rene Torres 
Leticia Armendariz Marisela Beatriz Garcia Martha Carmen Medina Barbara Jean Quillin Susie L.F. Townley 
Alda Atkinson Esteliz Gillett Kristy Elana Ochoa Syma Hasan Rizvi Francisco J. Vega 
Vince Bautista Myra Nyvette Guerra Gustavo Fonseca Olivares Francisco J. Rodriguez Selena Magee Vela 
Carmen Osorio Castillo Rodney O'Grady Haltom Priscilla Ortega Emma Rose Romero 

Araceli Almendariz Janel Devon Flowers Melissa Hernandez Rebecca Pena Adrian Vega 
Juan Jose Alvarez Norberto Garcia Omar Lopez Luz Estrella Rodriguez Angelica Feliz Veliz 
Carlos Cavazos Juliette Gomez Linda Virginia Mina Jack Ruelas Paola J. Villa 
Landelina Cordova Rosa Maria Gonzalez Veronica Orozco Emma Sandoval Michael D. Zavala 
Margarita Diana Damron Susan Abrams Hasty Ana C. Parra Melina Trevino 

Celina Garza 

Marivel Aguinaga MCL Gerardo Castilla CL Vianey Iliana Gonzalez CL Brenda Lee Montelongo Samuel M. Rivera 
Fernando Almaguer Ashley Yvette Castillo Ho Yun Jung Anees Basha Nawabja MCL Maria Libertad Rivera 
Alexandria Arellano Noe Galvan Alina Dee Limon Alma R. Olivares Nora Alicia Rodriguez 
Anna Lisa Asevedo Riccardo Gamez Hermelinda Lopez Debbie Ortiz Jonathan Rodriguez 
Blanca Alicia Bgarza Nancy Melissa Garay Nancy Lozano Edna Griselda Palma Cristina V. Santos 
Graciela Candanedo Erika Elizabeth Gomez Gabriela Lozano Sylvia Ramos Felipe D. Torres 
Laiza M. Cantu Salvador Gonzales Kassandra Madrigal Leivy Selene Resendiz CL Benito Vasquez 
Pedro Castaneda Stephanie Marie Gonzalez Elsa Urbina Mancha CL Ileana Alysse Rincones 
Fernando Castellano Diane Gonzalez Viviana Mascarenas Victor G. Rivas 

Sean Eric Acebedo Romeo Luis Escobar Sheenaley Krishna Legas Shamira Joanna Omoso MCL Yuliana Salinas 
Cristina Maria Almanza Nora G. Estrada Ronald C. Longoria Doris Ortega Alejandra F1ores Sandoval 
Myra Aidette Alvarado Mayra Yvette Fortuna Tania Jazmin Lopez MCL Lori Jane Ozuna Raphael Cyril Somosot 
Ivan Alvarado Mindy Ann Garces Melissa Lopez Maria Luisa Palacios Sharon Toroitich 
Maria Katrina Atencio MCL Eliza M. Garcia Violeta Lozano Janet Palma Ana Rosa Vaca MCL 
Rosa Maria Avalos-Gafford Danitza S. Garcia Hillary Lozano Emmanuel Pantoja Jackeline M. Valdez 
Samuel Barrera Margaret Garza Fernando Luna Melissa Pena Armandina Vela 
Melinda Barrera Jerold Jason Heckman CL Amanda Martinez Crystal Veronica Perez CL Veronica Marie Vela CL 
Rebecca M. Bautista Alejandra Hernandez Lizette Martinez Erica Marie Perez Cynthia Ann Venecia CL 
Umbelina Cantu CL Virginia Sonia Hernandez Julio Cesar McKee Alma Ponce Ana Michaela Visitacion CL 
Mayra J. Cantu Sheyla Pollyanna Herrera Lisa Marie Medina MCL Crissy G. Prochazka Laura B. Warg MCL 
Lupita Castillo CL Ariana Hinojosa CL Mariarose Miranda Claudia Y. Quiroga SCL Marco A. Yanez 
Nereida Cepeda -Stacey Rae Hinojosa Katie K. Moore Lindsey M. Rendon Lori Sue Zambrano MCL 
Elvia Delacruz Toni Ruiz Hontanosas MCL Adriana Moreno Erica Marie Robles Luis A. Zapata 
Vanessa Delacruz Agnes Inoferio Petra Munoz Amanda M. Rodriguez 
Candace Michelle Dittmar Jennifer L. Koepke Ulysses Mendigo Nunez Raquel Janet Rodriguez 
Laura Ann Erlitz Jessica Paige Lagrange SaraR.Oliva Maritza Rodriguez 

Amanda Aleman Alexis Elizondo Melva M. Martinez Kelly Jean Pena Oscar Santos 
Alma Delia Berrones Estela Yvonne Mata Garza Mariana Meza Carmen Leticia Quintero Christina Sedeno 
Alejandra Cavazos Cynthia Lizbeth Garza Norma Irene Mireles CL Belinda Reyna Adrian Sustaita 
Jose D. Chaidez Bernardin Gonzalez Elda Mendez Montoya CL Debbie Rios-Lombrana Ignacio Torres 
Cristina Champion Emma Leticia Gorena Monica R. Moreno E. Isidro Rodriguez Sonia Edith Torres 
Stephanie Lizette Chavez Norma N. Gracia Micah Elyse Mullins MCL Maricela Rubio MCL Maria Elva Villarreal 
Candida Yoli Chavez Liliana Lopez Yadira Lizeth Munoz Aissa Lynette Salazar Tiona Lanaye Wilson 
Maria Nely Cortez Rachel I. Luna Laura Pena Arlene Lucette Salazar 
Maria Laura Cuenca Margot Marbella Elizabeth Mares Iliana Patricia Pena Jennifer L. Sanchez CL 



1:30 p.m. 

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
The College of Business Administration is organized into four departments: Accounting and Business Law, Computer 

Information Systems and Quantitative Methods, Economics and Finance, and Management, Marketing and International 

Business. The mission of the College of Business Administration is to develop business and academic leaders who are 

qualified and committed to the improvement of society; produce scholarly research relevant to domestic and global 

businesses; and support professional, community and University activities that contribute to economic progress, social 

improvement and intellectual development. 
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COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION· 
Russell Paul Adams 
Olga Chapa 

Lisa Bentzinger 
Ivan Cantu 

Subrata Banerjee 
Purvi Bhakta 
Mitzi Margaret Cabe 
Ruby Cabrera 

Rachel C. Chapa 
Rosa M. Donaire 

Jose Daniel Delgado 

Judith Acuna 
Justin Manuel Adame 
Carlos Aguirre 
Janet Aguirre 
Jessenia K. Alamilla 
Omar Ivan Alanis 
Ruth Alanis 
Daniella M. Alaniz 
Cynthia Edee Alcocer 
Maria Alonso 
Enrique Alvarez 
Sandra Avila 
Yoahanna Yanet Barrera 
Emily Ann Bassham CL 
Alberto Raul Bautista 
Abrams Jake Beccera 
Nancy Benavides 
Karla Blain 
Marissa Yvonne Cabrera 
Laura Gabriela Campos 
Alejandro Reynaldo Candelaria 
Marcos E. Cano 
Hilda Cantu 
Brenda Yvette Cantu 
Kristi L. Cantu 
Ernesto Cardoza 
Eglae Carreon 
Marissa Castillo 
Silvia Elizabeth Cavazos 
Rachel C. Chapa CL 
Alejandro Chapa Ramirez 
Raul Ivan Chavez 
Felipe Coronado 
Karen A. Cruz 
Julio Cutaia 
Francisco J. Davila 
Cole F. Denckla SCL 
Rolando Diaz 
Rosa M. Donaire 
Oscar Duran 
Paola Escalante 
Alejandra Fabre SCL 
William Brionne Farris 
Vanessa Fernandez 
Giovanni Ferrigno 
Mayra A. Flores MCL 
Alfredo Flores 
Elizabeth Marie Flores 

Grace Khalil Dagher Clara M. Downey 
Anant Ravindra Deshpande 

Lin Qi Crystal Annette Cavazos 
David Granado Susana Rodriguez 

Cesar Cadena 
Christiane Doering 
Muratcan Erkul 
Claudia Virginia Garcia 

Liliana Mendoza 
Luis Gerardo Raga 

Ruth Flores 
Karla Ettiene Frederick 
Javier Gallegos 
Obed E. Garcia CL 

Crystal Rae Solis 

Roxann Sauceda Garcia 
Fernando A. Garcia-Sancho CL 
Camie Nicole Garza 
Evelina Garza 
Karina Garza 
Christian Garza 
Fabiola Garza 
Mayra Gomez 
Jose Concepcion Gonzalez 
Laura Lisa Gonzalez 
Concepcion Ramirez Gonzalez CL 
Ignacio Gonzalez 
Joann Gonzalez 
Natalie Gonzalez 
Samantha Granados 
Bruce David Griffiths MCL 
Claudia Guajardo 
Hector Guerra CL 
Xochitl Guerra 
Noemi Gutierrez 
Patricia Y. Guzman 
Paulita M. Handy 
Andres E. Hernandez 
Iliana A. Hernandez 
Kenny B. Hernandez 
Jose Angel Herrera 
David A. Ibarra 
Hector Luis Irias 
Angel Lagarda 
Daniel Lara 
Stephanie A. Leal 
Javier Leon 
Hector R. Llanas 
Juan Loera 
Freddie Loera 
Frieda M. Lopez 
Monica Lopez 
Jose Angel Lopez 
Sabrina M. Lozano 
Ricardo Luna 
Karla E. Marmolejo 
Gregory Martin 
Maria Isabel Martinez 
Audra Marie Martinez 

Sergio Palacios Wulschner 
Omar Alejandro Rodriguez 
Alberto Omar Rodriguez 
Julio Cesar Rodriguez 

Juana Veronica Martinez 
Rosalinda Martinez 
Olivia Veronica McCord 
Ana Gabriela Medina 
Heather Nicole Olsen Mendoza 
Liliana Mendoza 
Luis Alberto Mercado 
Roxanne R. Mettlach 
Jose Francisco Molina 
Maricarmen Monroy 
Monica Montilla 
Amparo Moran CL 
Marlin W. Morelius 
Edith Andrea Morin 
Ramiro Moya CL 
Maria Cristina Munoz 
Rebekah Ann Munoz 
Celeste Angelica Nepomuceno 
Yezmin D. Nieto 
Vivian Noriega 
Karina Nunez 
Maria M. Ontiveros 
Pablo Ontiveros 
Jimmy Ozuna 
Jose Palomin 
Leslie Danielle Parra MCL 
Dalia Pena 
Alyssa Karina Pena 
J ackelin Pena 
Melissa Perez 
Debanhi Rios Perez 
Javier Juan Pina 
AnaL.Pinon 
Luis Gerardo Raga 
Linda M. Ramirez 
Priscilla Ann Ramirez 
Yolanda H. Ramon 
Claudia Ramos 
Cristina Ramos 
Alfredo Regalado 
David Antonio Requenez 
Ismael Resendez 
Adrian Librado Rios 
Jorge A. Rios 
Merlyn E. Rivas 
Hilario H. Rivera 
Esperanza Rocha 
Michael B. Rodriguez 

Roberto Saldivar Bernal 
Christoph Scheuermann 
Gustavo Vazquez 
Micheal O'Neal Vinson 

Jessica Lizzette Rodriguez 
Isaac Noel Rodriguez 
Grace Marie Rodriguez 
Citlalli Rojas 
Erika D. Romero 
Lizette Eunice Ruiz 
Javier Saavedra 
Raquel Saenz 
Ivonne Saenz 
Bibiana Salazar 
Nancy Patricia Salazar 
Claudia Lee Salinas 
San Juanita Sanchez CL 
Roman Rogerio Sanchez 
Maria A. Sanchez 
Todd Silva 
David Glen Smith 
Evelyn Jazmin Soberano SCL 
Crystal Rae Solis 
Juan Jose Solis 
Jesus Adrian Solis 
Erica L. Soto 
Farrah Kathleen Swint 
Debbie Lee Tamez 
Jannet Tanguma 
Edna Thatcher 
Brittany Dawn Tolentino 
Alejandro Torres 
Laura Nicole Torres 
Linda A. Tovar 
David Jesus Trevino 
Felicia Ann Urbina CL 
Robert Urbina 
Christina Ureta 
Refugio Valencia 
Jose Vasquez 
Florestela Vela 
Guillermo Vela 
Ernesto Joel Villarreal 
Todd Matthew Wilson 
Alan James Woods 
Daniel Lee Wyatt 
Rhanda Melissa Zavala 
Andres Zepeda 
Daniel Zuniga 



I 

1:30 p.m. 

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING 
The College of Science and Engineering includes the Departments of Biology, Chemistry, Computer Science, Electrical 

Engineering, Manufacturing Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Mathematics, Physics and Geology. In addition to the 

top-notch departments, the college has developed programs for pre-dental, premedical, and pre-optometry students. The 

college offers bachelor's and master's degrees in each major and has two funded Bridge to the Doctorate programs to assist 

students to continue their graduate education and complete doctoral degrees at other universities . 



t 

' 

2008 FALL COMMENCEMENT 

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING 

Joana A. Cordoba 
Juan Lazaro De La Cruz 
Alyssa Violet Flores 

Francisco Javier Moncada 
Altuzar 

Issareeya Anunyaporn 

Ricardo Gamez 

Lyn Del Monte Onato 

Chad Allen Ashabranner 
Carlos E. Ballesteros SCL 
Caleb Barrera 
Juan Bayarena 
Lisa Marie C. Brown MCL 
Rebecca Cavazos 
Francisco J. Cavazos 
Sarah L. De La Garza 
Joe Ines De La 0 
Chrystale Jennifer Delacruz 
Eduardo Eguiluz MCL 
Viridiana Gallegos 
Pedro E. Garcia 
Melissa Anna Garcia 

Abel Antonio Barrera 
Alexandro David Campos 

Randy Bermejo CL 
Maria Cecilia Curi 

Fernando Belmares 
Juan Antonio Carranza 

Daniel John Allen 
Jaime Alvarez 
Jacquelyn M. Austin CL 
Raul Barraza 
Pedro Carrizales 

Gerardo Garcia 
Omar J. Guerra 
RongkaiGuo 

Manuel Alejandro De Hoyos 
Waleed Mustafa Ebrahim 
George Isaac Evers 

Jose Antonio Ibarra 

Monique Nicole Garcia 
Rebecca Garza 
Corinna Alyse Garza MCL 
Cindy Garza 
April Jenette Garza MCL 
Isaac Garza 
Barbara Jean Garza 
Claudia Iveth Gonzalez 
Rebecca Lamar Gutierrez 
Silvia J. Gutierrez-Leal 
Evelyn Hernandez 
Brianda Hernandez 
Dorothy Hernandez 
Natali Hinojosa 

Jose Benito Donada 
Helio A. Garcia 

Gerardo Galvan 
Oscar Javier Pena 

Mario Alberto Davila 
Luis Alfonso Dominguez 

Jesus E. Castillo 
Mario Davila CL 
Alfredo Escobar 
Christopher L. Escovedo 
Maria Elena Espinoza 

Rowena Hamlet 
Saikiran Karanam 
Vamshi-Kumar Kota 

Carlos Roberto Lima 
Elnar Petana 
Juan Manuel Puente 

Norma Linda Morales 

Erick Jesus Hurtado 
Linda Beatriz Jauregui CL 
Adam Christopher Loewen 
Joel Longoria CL 
Daniel Adalberto Luna 
Eric Macias 
Aglaeen Maldonado 
Faheem Manhar 
Juan A. Medina 
Laura Medrano 
Araceli Mena 
Roxanne Mendoza 
Sandi Kay Milford CL 
Roman I. Morin 

Krishnakumar Krishnaswamy 
Annie M. Mancha 
Eduardo Olvera 

Jose Rosendo Ramirez Roman 
Daniel Rodriguez Ponce 
Rodrigo Rojas 

Liliana Elizabeth Ochoa 

Ricardo Alfonso Munoz 
Madalyn Tamara Ochoa 
Paul Daniel Paradiso SCL 

~t~n Peacock CL 

ng1e Perez 
Victoria Perez 
Arnold Pinales 
Javier Enrique Reynoso 
Cassandra Jane Rivas 
Veronica Rodriguez 
Jaclyn Selina Rodriguez CL 
Sara Imelda Rodriguez 
Albert Eric Rodriguez 

Carlos J. Rodriguez 
Eduardo Valerio 

Rafael Reyna 
Alejandro Rodriguez 

Matias Gonzalez 

Magdiel Fajardo 
Jaime J. Gonzalez 

Rodrigo Emmanuel Gonzalez 
Mijares 

Adrian Hernandez 
Eleazar Marquez 

Faraon Torres 
America Janeth Vazquez 

Israel Martinez SCL 
Samuel Earl Nash 
Nathaniel Olivarez 
Jesus G. Pena 
Angel Gerardo Perez 

Efren Rodriguez 
Fernando M. Segovia 
Ruben D. Zamora 

Luis Saldivar 
Henrix Soto 
Jorge Armando Tovar 

Narendranath Rayavarapu 

Flor Jazmin Rodriguez CL 
Pamela Mariana Ruiz 
Daniel Joshua Salazar 
Veronica L. Sepulveda CL 
Krystal Lyn Serna 
Cynthia Silva 
Pedro O. Solis 
Claudia Alejandra Tamez 
Michael Steven Torres CL 
Antonio Valdez 
Victor B, Wilson 
Yoshiaki Yoshida 
Ursula Zavala SCL 
Flor M. Zuviri 

Roberto Perez 
Santos Salinas 
Fabian G. Sifuentez 



5:30 p.m. 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
The College of Education ranks first in the number of bilingual education graduates in the nation, and ranks second in the 
number of teacher graduates in Texas. The college includes the Departments of Curriculum and Instruction, Educational 
Psychology, Health and Kinesiology, and Educational Leadership. The mission of the College of Education is to continually 
improve the educational process in the college and the community through teaching, research, and service. The college values 
the rich cultural and linguistic history of the international border area and directs its program and course offerings toward the 
preparation of professionals for an increasingly diverse population of learners. 
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COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

Maria Palmira Canales 
Rene Gutierrez 

Mariela Adame 
Claudia Alanis 
Rogelio Alaniz 
Rayda Aquino 
Azalia Mendoza Avila 
Nancy Bland 
Erika Cantu 
Lionel Javier Cavazos 
Maria Del Rosario Chapa 
Lucia Chapa 
Steven Chapa 
Cynthia Martha Cuevas 

George Joseph Buse 
Kelly R. Dybdahl 

Bianca Alanis 
Belinda Alaniz 
Elizabeth Aleman 
Graciela Almance-Vela 
Susan Beth Almaraz 
Josie Alvarado 
Carlos Cesar Alvarado 
Norma Irene Alvarado 
Nydia Alvarez 
Tanya Daniela Alvarez 
Angelica Ayala 
Rosalinda Munguia Barbosa 
Zelma Edith Barrera CL 
Maria Elena Salinas Bazan 
Bricka Benavides 
Ayme Benitez 
Gabriela Betancourt 
Rosabel Botello CL 
Orlando Buentello 
Yadira Roxanna Buentello 
Leticia Canales 
Carmen L. Cantu 
Flavia Cantu 
Gabriela Cantu 
Indira Cantu 
Gabriela Cantu 
Roldan Castro 
Rosa M. Cervantes SCL 
Yalila A. Chapa 
Yuliana Chavero 
Orelia Corpos 
Angelica Cortez 

Jessica D. Aguilar 
Pablo Aguilar 
Sylvia Menchaca Aguilera 
Andrew Joel Carmona 
Marcos D. Casas 
Julio Cerrohlanco 
Robby Angel Contreras 

Norma Ramirez Parras 
Jose Ricardo Rivera 

Raquel Duberney-Guerrero 
Ernesto Duenas 
Armandina Escalera-Garza 
Marlene Escobar 
Inelba L. Figueroa 
Issis Mayra Flores 
Liliana Garcia 
Roberto Ricardo Garcia 
Maribel Garcia 
Dalinda Garza 
EvaM.Garza 
Javier Garza 

Kristopher J. Hickle 
Laura M. Moreno 

Gilberto Delosreyes 
Diana Garcia DeLuna 
Brenda L. Escamilla SCL 
Michelle Esparza 
Jaquelin Lucett Fernandez 
Elizandro Flores 
Sandra Salina Flores 
Jannelli G. Galvan 
Angelica Garcia 
Cassandra G. Garcia 
Darlene Lise! Garcia 
Dulce Maria Garcia 
Lizet Garcia 
Migdalia Garcia 
Paula Janet Garcia 
Yolanda Garcia 
Diana Benita Garza 
Juan A. Garza 
Eric Eloy Garza 
Maricela Garza 
Olga Lydia Garza 
Kristy L. Garza 
Miriam Lizeth Garza CL 
Nancy Garza 
Marisol Garza 
Felipa Rios Gonzalez 
Karla Gonzalez 
Blanca Gonzalez 
Barbara S. Gonzalez 
Cynthia Ann Gonzalez 
Elizabeth Chapa Gonzalez 
Rosa Isela Gonzalez 

Sergio Cruz 
Pedro Espinosa 
Annalise Marie Frohman 
Juan G. Fuentes 
Heriberto Garza 
Paul Daniel Garza 
Aldo Guerrero 

Isaias Cesar Rodriguez 
Antonio Uresti 

Fidel Garza 
Myra Annette Garza 
Ludivina R. Gonzalez 
Maria Teresa Gonzalez 
Maria E. Hernandez 
Michael}. Hinojosa 
Jose Larios 
Hedy Campo Leochico 
Vktoriana Luebanos 
Cecilia Luna 
RaulG.Luna 
Debbie C. Medina 

Cynthia C. Polakovic 
Vicki Mareesa Schlueter 

Raquel Gonzalez CL 
Elizabeth Guajardo 
Jennifer J. Guerra 
Claudia Leticia Guerra CL 
Rachal Lee Gutierrez 
Sofia Ivonne Gutierrez 
Elma Gutierrez 
Norma Idalia Gutierrez-Ruiz 
Erika Susana Hernandez 
Natividad Hernandez 
Marianela Hernandez 
Noemi Hernandez 
Cristobal Victor Jimenez 
Miriam Jimenez 
Aminta F. Leal 
Norma Leanos CL 
Carolina Longoria 
Alma A. Lopez 
Angelica Lopez 
Belinda Lopez 
Alma A. Lopez 
Antonia Lopez 
Rossana Ramirez Lopez 
Rebecca Lozano 
Nereida Luevanos 
Angela E. Martinez 
Maribel Martinez 
Marissa Petra Martinez 
Sanjuana Martinez 
Yadira Martinez CL 
Amelia M. Melendez 
Juan Antonio Mena 

Rene Hernandez 
Suzanne L. Johnson 
Antonio D. Lopez 
Adrian Lozano 
Eric Madera 
Roman G. Marquez 
Tomas Cesar Martinez 

Roberto E. Moreno 
Annabel Ollervidez 
Griselda Orozco 
Rosa Paulson 
Sylvia G. Perez 
Sanjuanita V. Picazo 
Neda Goerlitz Ramirez 
Jose Regalado 
Patricia G. Robles 
Iliana Rodriguez 
Noelia Rodriguez 
Lisa Danise Saldivar 

Ryan Thomas Willard 

Ana Lilia Mercado 
Ana Cecilia Molina 
Juan Raul Naveja 
Alicia Nevarez 
Claudia Veronica 

Olivares CL 
Julia Olivarez 
Monica Ordaz 
Brenda Orta 
Johanna Oviedo 
Paulina Pena 
Joanna Segura Peralez CL 
Dorothy Perez 
Elizabeth Perez 
Erica Perez 
Maria Antonia Prado 
Monique Nicole 

Ramirez 
Hilda Janet Ramirez CL 
Crystal Ramos 
Susana G. Ramos 
Kristina Marie Recio 
Elizabeth Resendez 
Roxanna Rios 
Daniela Rivas 
Edith Rivera 
Christine Allain Roach MCL 
Guadalupe Rodriguez 
Jose Angel Rodriguez 
Alma Gloria Roiz 
Christina Rubio 
Agueda Maria Saiz 

Robert Martinez 
Cruz Omar Montanez 
Efrain 0. Ochoa 
Debbie Ortiz 
Miranda I. Ramirez 
Eloy Jaime Reyna 
Monica Riojas 

Sandra D. Salinas 
Adan Ramos Salinas 
Gricelda Sanchez 
Eduardo Jose Serna 
Tizoc R. Silva 
Myrna Nelda Silva 
Ana Arely Trevino Garza 
Jose R. Valdez 
Cyndia Alejandra Vasquez 
Ofelia Irene Venegas 

Brenda Salas 
Cynthia Marlene Salazar 
Nora Yvette Salazar CL 
Linda Crystal Salinas 
Ludimar Salinas 
Marta E. Salinas 
Miriam L. Salinas 
Nora N. Salinas 
Brenda E. Sanchez 
Jennifer Sanchez 
Anabel Segovia 
Blanca Estela Sifuentes 
Maria Elizabeth Silva 
Maria Del Rosario Skurka 
Stephanie Jeanette Trevino 
Amy Vanessa Trevino CL 
Monica Trevino CL 
Isabel Ulloa, CL 

' Sara Patricia Valerio 
Jennifer Marie Valerio 
Nereyda Valle 
Kristina Timotea Vallejo 
Ricardo Vargas 
Joaquin Villanueva MCL 
Narda G. Villanueva-Lugo 
Rubisela Villarreal MCL 
Robin Lee Watts 

RamirezMCL 
Nelly-Marie Yap 
Esmeralda G, Ybarra 
Lisa Annette Ybarra 

Raymundo Serna 
Ruben Shives 
Ricardo Tijerina 
Aissa Trevino 
Gerardo Alvarado Valdez 
Denise Zarazua 
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COLLEGE OF SOCIAL AND BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 
The College of Social and Behavioral Sciences includes the Departments of Criminal Justice, Military Science, Political Science, 

Psychology and Anthropology, Public Administration and Sociology. The mission of the college is to teach the body of 

knowledge and the critical thinking skills of the social and behavioral sciences; to add to this base of knowledge and skills 

through high-quality research; and to utilize the knowledge and skills in service to the local and professional communities of 
South Texas and the nation as a whole. 
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COLLEGE OF SOCIAL AND BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 

Rosalva Rodriguez Richardson 

Leonor Mabel Cortina 
Felix Ramos 

Juan Carlos Crosby 
Francisco Omar Garza 

Rogelio Castillo 
Sandra Mendez Doty 

Jerrica Elizabeth Borders 
Charity Maxine Bowen SCL 
Karla Virginia Caballero 
David Calvo 
Raquel Cardona 
Mayra Eduarda Chavana 
Elizabeth Yvette Chavez 
Linda M. Covarrubias 
Luis Cruz 
Alinka Del Castillo 
Yvonne Diaz De Villegas 
Anna F. Farias 
Erika Adriana Flores 
Elizabeth Garcia 

Janet Aguirre 
Artemio Caceres 
Mary Magdalene Esquivel 
Salvador Garza 
Anwar Gildardo Garza 
Lucas Rene Garza 

Jorge M. Aleman 
Rachelle Marie Bauernfeind CL 
Yvette Blanco 
Martha Yannet Cantu MCL 
Harlany Marie Damon 

Rene A. Alexandre 
Emmanuel Almaraz 
Jose Luis Alvarado 
Michael Anthony Alvarez 
Arnulfo Araguz 
Giovanni Dalila Bazan 
Robert Brandon Blaylock 
Alexis Bocanegra MCL 
Mayra Bustos 
Alfredo Aaron Cantu 

Irma L. Lopez 
Juana P. Melendez 

Rodolfo Rios 
Frank Anthony Rodriguez 

Cynthia R. Garcia CL 
Iris Alejandra Garcia 
Marc Anthony Garcia MCL 
Michael Ross Garner 
Janette Gonzalez 
Mara Priscilla Gonzalez 
Iliana M. Gonzalez 
Dara Cassandra Guerrero 
Christine Gutierrez MCL 
Guillermo Hernandez 
Gabriel Hubbard 
Marisol Izaguirre 
Michael R. Leo 
Jovanny Loera 

Alejandro Gonzalez 
Rogelio Hernandez 
Hector Lopez 
Katherine G. Margo 
Jessica Marie Mariscal 
Sharon Cantu Martinez 

Arturo Esquivel 
Fabian Robert Garcia 
Michael A. Gomez 
Zelina M. Guerra 
Adela Huerta 

Erika Marie Cavazos 
Herlina Maricela Deleon 
Edgar Espinoza 
Adam James Espinoza 
Fidencio Jaime Flores 
Eliseo Garcia 
Mireya Garcia 
Moises Flores 
Anabel Garza 
Edelmiro Garza 

Eloy Vela 
Rosario Adriana Wilson 

Cynthia Zamarripa 

Bonnie S. Lovelace 
Jose Manuel Martinez Pena 
Otoniel Matamoros 
Angel E. Menchaca 
San Juana Meza MCL 
Sukania Hilda Mendez 
Edgar Morales CL 
John D. Muniz 
Lori M. Olivarez 
Mahara Suhey Paredes 
Ana Rebeca Ramirez 
Mary J. Roach CL 
Mario A. Rodriguez 
Jason Rodriguez 

Leslie Anne Martinez 
Gilberto Mejia 
Micaela Rodriquez 

Mendoza 
Candace Miles 
Benito Ochoa 

Berenice Martinez SCL 
Jesus Daniel Moreno 
Lori M. Olivarez 
Ariana Roxanne Paredez 
Angelica G. Ramirez 

Horacio Garza 
Juan F. Garza 
Patricia Gonzalez 
Sandra Marisol Gonzalez 
Zelda Guerrero 
Lizzette Astrid Herrera 
Mauricio Ibarra 
Laura Loera 
Nancy Lopez 
Doreen Maldonado 

Yazmin Rodriguez 
Fatima S. Saldana CL 
Leonora Salinas CL 
David Delroy Sanchez 
Michael Terry Scott 
Rebekah R. Segovia 
Sarah Jean Segura 
Karina Guadalupe Serratos 
Marissa Soliz MCL 
Debra Denise Torres 
David Torres 
Monica Trevino 
Julie Ann Valdez 
Vanessa D. Vale 

Jonathan Leigh Paredez 
Mario Osbaldo Rivas 
Abraham Rodriguez 
Evelyn Ruiz 
Obidio Solis 
Ramon Gerardo Soto 

Vanessa Isabel Robledo 
Kelli K. Thomas 

Michael Andrew Martinez 
Juan J. Martinez 
Melinda Mata 
Armando Navarro 
Abraham Pena 
Jobina L. Pineda 
Summer Renee Ramirez 
Eduardo Rivas 
Luis A. Rios 
Beatrice Rodriguez 

Yarely Vazquez 
Norma Jean A. Vela 
Elvira Villarreal 

Tamara Lynn Vaughn 

Victor Manuel Rodriguez 
Elvia Roman 
Ascencion Rubio 
Jordanna Crystal Sanchez 
Ashley Jolene Silva 
Aaron Soto 
Elizabeth Vela 
Cristina Zambito 
Cindy Zavala 
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HONOR SOCIETIES 

Dara C. Guerrero 

Rachel Chapa 
Cole Denckla 
Alejandra Fabre 

Marivel Aguinaga 
Emily A. Bassham 
Rachelle M. Bauernfeind 
Randy Bermejo 
Charity M. Bowen 
Mitzi Margaret Cabe 
Martha Y. Cantu 
Jose Heriberto Castro 
Mayra E. Chavana 
Juan De La Cruz 

Leticia Canales 
San Juanita Martinez 
Isaias C. Rodriguez 

Janet Aguirre 
Angel E. Menchaca 

Jose D. Chaidez 
Candida Yoli Chavez 
Norma N. Gracia 
Mariana Meza 

Eduardo Eguiluz 
Katie Lynn McCarty 

Maria Atencio 
Rosa Avalos-Garrord 
Juan Barajas 
Melinda Barrera 
Samuel Barrera III 
Maricruz Bloomquist 
Preciosa S. Bongat 
Umbelina Cantu 
Lupita Castillo 
Alejandra Flores-Sandoval 
Jerold Heckman 
Jesus Hernandez 

Rachelle Marie Bauernfeind 
Martha Yannet Cantu 

Michael Martinez 
Alicia Nevarez 

Mayra Flores 
Obed Garcia 
Concepcion Gonzalez 

Eduardo Eguiluz 
Armandina Escalera-Garza 
Alexandra Fabre 
Cynthia Renee Garcia 
Melissa Michelle Garcia 
Concepcion Ramirez Gonzalez 
Hector Guerra 
Christine Gutierrez 
Ariana Hinojosa 
Toni Ruiz Hontanosas 

Anna Mercedes Valdez 
Lambda Alpha 
Janet Aguirre 

Mary J. Roach 
Kelli K. Thomas 

Norma I. Mireles 
Elda Mendez Montoya 
Kelly J. Peil.a 
Carmen Leticia Quintero 

Ariana Hinojosa 
Toni Ruiz Hontanosas 
Karla Lopez 
Tania Lopez 
Violeta Lozano 
Lisa Marquez 
Lizette Martinez 
Julio McKee 
Nicole A. McMinn 
Lisa Medina 
Maria E. Monayao 
Petra Munoz 

Marc Anthony Garcia 
Iliana Marisol Gonzalez 

Miranda I. Ramirez 
Gracie Segovia 

Amparo Moran 
Ramiro Moya 
Felicia Orozco 

Jason H. Kowarsch 
Tania]. Lopez 
Berenice Martinez 
Maria D. Mendiola 
Norma I. Mireles 
Elda M. Montoya 
Anees Basha Nawabjan 
Felicia Ann Otozco 
Leslie D. Parra 
Isaias C. Rodriguez 

Angel E. Menchaca 
Mary J. Roach 
Kelli K. Thomas 

Oscar Santos 
Christina Sedefto 
Adrian Sustaita 

Rosary Munoz 
Julio Olmeda 
Shamira Omoso 
Esteban Padilla 
Emmanuel Pantoja 
Crystal Veronica Perez 
Henrietta Peynado 
Crissy G. Prochazka 
Rosalba Puente 
Claudia Y. Quiroga 
Lindsey M. Rendon 
Erica Marie Robles 

Jacquelyn Paige Haulmark 
Berenice Martinez 

Krystal L. Serna 

Leslie Parra 
Evelyn Soberano 

Omar Alejandro Rodriguez 
Daniel Rodriguez Ponce 
Jennifer L. Sanchez 
Rachael Sanchez 
San Juanita Sanchez 
Veronica Sandoval 
Veronica Marie Vela 
Jennifer Lynn Villarreal 

Amanda M. Rodriguez 
Luz E. Rodriguez 
Jayamol Sahu 
Anissa Saenz 
Sylvia Salinas 
Ana Vaca 
Veronica M. Vela 
Cynthia Ann Venecia 
Ana M. Visitacion 
Laura B. Warg 
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DOCTORAL DISSERTATIONS 
Russell Paul Adams 
College of Business Administration 
Collective Luxury: Eastern and Western Views of Prestige Goods 
Committee Chair: Dr. Chiquan Guo 

Maria Palmira Canales 
College of Education 
An Historical Research Study of the Doctoral Dissertations in 
Education Leadership at The University of Texas-Pan American 
Committee Chair: Dr. Anita Pankake 

Olga Chapa 
College of Business Administration 
A Qualitative Study of the Hispanic Social-Cultural Factors 
Influencing the Attraction Process: The Recruitment of the Latina 
to Meet the 21st Century Labor Shortage Challenges in America 
Committee Chair: Dr. Linda Matthews 

Grace Khalil Dagher 
College of Business Administration 
The Mediating Role of Cultural Intelligence on the 
Relationship Between Personality and Adjustment 
Committee Chair: Dr. Linda Matthews 

Anant Ravindra Deshpande 
College of Business Administration 
Concurrent Engineering Practices, Knowledge Management and 
Product Innovation: A Relational Perspective 
Committee Chair: Dr. Michael J. Stevens 

Clara Marie Downey 
College of Business Administration 
Strategically Breaking the Bench: Chapter 11 
Committee Chair: Dr. Jane LeMaster 

GRADUATE THESES 

Rene Gutierrez 
College of Education 
Factors Contributing to the Academic Achievement of Mexican
Origin Immigration High School Students 
Committee Chair: Dr. Anita Pankake 

Norma Ramirez Parras 
College of Education 
An Analysis of Key Leadership Behaviors of the Principal in a High 
Performing Middle School Serving Mexican-American Children in 
South Texas 
Committee Chair: Dr. Karen Watt 

Jose Ricardo Rivera 
College of Education 
The Evolution of the Inclusion of Mexican-Americans in the 
Educational Process: A Study of the Weslaco Independent School 
District, 1926-2006 
Committee Co-Chair: 
Committee Co-Chair: 

Dr. Martha Tevis 
Dr. Anita Pankake 

Isaias Cesar Rodriguez 
College of Education 
An Examination of Center Learning on Emergent Literacy 
in Bilingual Early Childhood Classrooms 
Committee Chair: Dr. Anita Pankake 

Antonio Uresti 
College of Education 
Differences in Cultural Values and Academic Achievement of 
Recent Immigrant, Second and Third Generation Mexican
American High School Students 
Committee Chair: Dr. Velma Menchaca 

Manuel Alejandro De Hoyos 
Department of Mechanical Engineering 
Gas-Assisted Powder Injection Molding: A 
Study on the Effect of Proces;ing Variables 
on Bubble Formation 

Alvaro Cruz Salinas 
Department of Communications 

Randall William Monty 
Department of English 
Rhetoric and Propaganda of the White 
House Press Secretary an Examination 
and Cluster Criticism of the Language of 
the White House Press Secretaries of the 
Presidential Administration of George W. 
Bush 

Waleed M. Ebrahim 
Department of Electrical Engineering 
Asynchronous Circuit for Soft Error 
Tolerance 

RongkaiGuo 
Department of Computer Science 
Robust Spots Finding in Microarray Images 
with Distortions 

Rowena Hamlet 
Department of Biology 
Differences in Microbial Communities 
Among Plant Successional Stages 

The Perfect Marriage Defining Terms and 
Assessing Elements 

Robert Kerwin 
Department of History and Philosophy 
Juan Nepumeceno Seguin 

Krishnakumar Krishnaswamy 
Department of Computer Science 
Visualization for Protein Classification 

Anna Marie Mancha 
Department of Chemistry 
Chemoprevention of Benzo(a)Pyrene
Induced Cancer in Mice by Myristicin, A 
Natural Component of Parsley Leaf Oil 

HONORS PROGRAM 
Christine Gutierrez 
The Relationship Between Negative Weight-Related 
Teasing, Low Self-Esteem and Eating Disorder 
Characteristics Among College Students in Romantic 
Relationships 

Daniel Rodriguez Ponce 
Department of Mechanical Engineering 
One and Two Photon Polymerization 
of SUB Based Materials and Analysis of 
Thermophysical Properties 

Neda Goerlitz Ramirez 
Department of Curriculum and Instruction 
Stakeholders' Perceptions of Quality 
Education for Bilingual Learners in Dual 
Language Schools 



COSTUMES AND CUSTOMS OF COMMENCEMENT 
The colorfu l costu mes and traditional customs of coll ege commencement ceremonies trace their beginnings back to th e o ri gins of the modern 
university in medieval Europe. Modern American colleges and uni versities carry on many traditi ons that began at Oxford and Cambridge to 
demonstra te the continui ty of learning over th e centuries and to emphasize the importance attached to commencement exercises. 

ACADEMIC REGALIA 
Academic regalia refers to the distincti ve attire worn by students, 
faculty, and other U niversity officials at commencement. This 
attire shares some characteristics of religious vestments, refl ectin g 
the origins of the uni vers ities within the general jurisdiction of 
the medieval chu rch. The colo rs, shapes, and sizes of the various 
elements all carry meaning regarding the rank and status of the 
wearers . Today, this regalia is largely ceremonial, but in the pas t 
such garments were the regular atti re of those involved in the hi gher 
education experi ence and some of th e features had both symboli c 
and practical applications. Gowns, hoods, caps, and additional 
ornaments are the fo ur main categories of academic regalia. 

CAPS 

GOWNS 
The gown is the basic element of academic regali a. Ameri can 
practi ce has adopted certain standards that distinguish the gowns 
worn by those wi th various degrees. Most gowns are black, bur 
some universities have adopted d isti nctive colo rs. A bachelor's 
gown is the plainest, w ith a closed fro nt and long pointed sleeves. 
A master's gown is similar, except th at the sleeves have a closed 
extension originally used as a place to carry books and other 
materials. The doctoral gown is the most distinctive with large 
bell-shaped sleeves. Velvet panels down the fro nt and around the 
neck and th ree velvet bars on each sleeve often signify the academi c 
fie ld of the wearer. 

The stand ard com mencement headwear is the Oxford cap, a skull cap topped by a squ are cloth-covered board, the 
reason for its " mortarboard" nickname. Some facul ty members wear a softer Cambridge version of rh e cap that is 
like a squ are velvet ram o's hanter. Usuall y, th e colo r of the cap marches the colo r of the gown. Most caps have a 
tassel attached to a button on the top to hang down over the edge of the top; it is usually black (or the same color 

as the cap), bur some tassels indicate the fie ld of th e degree the recipient is getting. D octoral caps frequ ently have 
a tassel of gold braid . M any graduates like to move the tassel from the right front to the left front when 

, they receive their degrees to signify th eir newly graduated status. 
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HOODS 
The hood derives from the cowls worn by cleri cs Cou ncil on Edu cation, some of the official colors associated with the various degrees 

in the middle ages to stay warm, but today it is 
totally symbolic and wo rn hanging down the 
back. H oods are authorized fo r all three levels of 
degrees, but most instituti ons fo rego the hood 
at the baccalaureate level. Master's hoods are 
three-an d-a-half feet in length and have a velvet 
trim along the edge. D octoral hoods are fo ur 
feet'in length and have a wider velvet trim. The 
satin lining of the hood, worn so that it can be 

and disciplines are: 

White A rts and Letters 

D rab 
Light Blue 
O range 
Brown 

Purple 
Lemon 
Green 
Pink 

Business/ Accounting 

Education 
Engineering 

Fine Arts 

Law 
Library Science 

Medicine 
Music 

Apricot 
Olive Green 

Dark Blue 

Sage Green 
Peacock Blue 

Salmon Pink 

Golden Yellow 

Citron 

Nursing 
Pharmacy 
Philosophy 

Physical Education 

Public 
Administration 

Public H ealth 

Science 
Social Work 

seen, reflects the colo rs of th e degree-granting 
institu tion. The hoods worn by master's and 
docto ral gradu ates from The Uni versity of Texas
Pan American have a burnt o range and white lining 
since those are th e offi cial co lo rs of all instituti ons 
in T he U niversi ty of Texas System. The color of 
the velvet trim signifi es the academic discipline of 
the wearer's degree. As codifi ed by the American 

In th e case of the D octor of Philosophy (Ph.D .) degree, the dark blue color represents 

the mastery of learnin g and scholarship in any fi eld (E nglish, history, mathematics, 

etc.) no t just the fi eld of philosophy. 

ADDITIONAL ORNAMENTS 
Some participants in the commencement ceremony will wear additional ornaments such as co lo red cords, medalli ons, stoles, or sashes. These 

ornaments signify the wearer's membership in some honor society or special group . For instance, members of the honor society Phi Kapp 

Phi wear gold cords o r a medallion on a blue ribbon, while members of Lambda Alpha, the anthropology honor society, wear a gold or wh ite 

stole emb roidered with the Greek letters LA. 

GONFALONS 
Go nfa lons are ceremonial fl ags o r banners designed to hang fro m a horizontal crossbar that o riginated in medi eval Italy 

where they were used to represent different cities o r offi cials. At UTPA, gonfalons are used to represent the six colleges 

plus the institution as a whole. The gonfa lons on th e platfo rm at any ceremony represent the colleges whose students are 

graduatin g at that ceremony. The University gonfa lon is present at all ceremonies. UTPA's gonfalons were designed and 

created by art professor N ancy Moyer, using distin ctive images and colo rs fo r each coll ege. For exampl e, the College 

of Education's gonfalon fea tures a lamp, symboli zing th e li ght provided by educati on, on a fi eld of blue, along with the 

slogan " Learning for a Better Tomorrow." The U niversity's own gonfalon has the university seal against a background 

of burn t o range and w hite. The seal presents a shi eld on a blue background, with an open book on a fi eld of white, 

w hile below are the w reath and star of the seal of the state of Texas on a fi eld of burnt oran ge. T he seal also contains the 

motto of The U niversity of Texas System - Disciplina Praesidium Civiratis - a Latin rend ering of Republic of Texas Pres ident Mirabeau B. 

Lamar's quotation about the value of education, "A cultivated mind is the guardian genius of democracy." 

PRESIDENT
1

S MEDALLION AND CHAIN 

The pres ident of the U ni versity wears a medallion as a symbol of the offi ce. 

The medalli on, a gold-plated replica of the University seal , hangs from a 

chain of 18 gold-plated links that have three arch-shaped cutouts to refl ect 

a major architectu ra l motif of the University. Seven of the links are engraved 

w ith the names of the pas t and present pres idents of the institution and their 

years in offi ce; the res t are reserved fo r future presidents. Thus, the chain and the 

medallion symbolize the continuity of the instituti on by " linking" its past, present, 

and futu re leaders. T he medallion and chain were designed and made by Jerry Bailey, 

a fo rmer faculty member in the D epartment of Art. 

CEREMONIAL MACE 
In the medieval times, a mace was a symbol of authority and was carri ed befo re o r set near a high offi cial 

when offi cial ceremonies o r sess ions were being conducted. Today, the chai r of the Faculty Senate carri es 

the mace to lead the academic process ion at commencement and o ther special ceremonies, such as the 

installati on of the president. UTPA's walnut mace measures fi ve fee t in length. The fo ur vertica l faces of th e 

head frame brass repli cas of the University seal set on a velve t background of dark gree n. 



2008 FALL COMMENCEMENT 

Altna Mater 
Hail to thee, our Alma Mater, 
True and loyal, we will be. 
To our dear old Alma Mater, 
Pan American of U. T. 

This our song, 
"Forever Onward!" 
With our colors, green 
and white. May you be our 
inspiration. Lead us ever to the 
light. 

This our song, 
"Forever Onward!" 
With our colors, green 
and white, 
May you be our inspiration, 
Lead us ever to the light. 
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