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By Ismail S. Talib

Bridges
Bridges do not bridge distance,
Only what’s near,

Only proximates can be bridged.

A bridge may mock the river’s resolve,
But no bridge can eradicate

The permanent river-made margins.

Building a bridge destroys the ferryman’s livelihood.
Bridges may be escape-routes for refugees,

Yet burning bridges may bring the end of war.

Physical bridges are more passable
Than bridges of the mind: those that neither

Connect actual roads nor cross real rivers.

Bridges cannot connect the past.
The past is like a distorted mirror

With weird reflections that cannot be reached.

There is no certainty that bridges
Can lessen prejudice,

Nor do they always allay entrenchments.

If there are no crossings to be made,
What are bridges for?
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