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Liturgy of Going to Water

“Everything relies on everything else in order to manifest.”
—Thich Nhar Hanh

For Todd and Noah Davis

We hike the owl’s crown down to an old burn that runs its way
into a confluence of muddy currents and knotweed.
Cast, turn, trace the ravine back to its narrowest point
flicking Royal Wulffs, studying scat, naming plants,
fingers reach riverbed through speckled sediment shadows,
an interbeing of brook trout and body manifesting
landscape lineages of what we seek, marbled watersheds
emptying and returning, always, to another river.

Michael Garrigan

MicHAEL GARRIGAN writes and teaches along the banks of the Susquehanna River in
Pennsylvania and strongly believes that every watershed should have a poet laureate.
He is the author of two poetry collections, Robbing the Pillars (Homebound Publi-
cations, 2020) and the chapbook What I Know [How to Do] (Finishing Line Press,
2019). His writing has appeared in Orion Magazine, River Teeth, and The Hopper Mag-
azine. He was the 2021 Artist in Residence for The Bob Marshall Wilderness Area.
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“I started reading Appalachia for the accident reports, but I kept
reading for the great features.”—>Mohamed Ellozy, subscriber
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