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114   APPALACHIA

December at the Ocean’s Crest 

Under the twelfth moon the sea is lugging
snows of foam that drop and slide,
each roll of froth a chilled shore hugging.

not the summer linen moon but
the winter wool, rough light threaded
through clouds showing its wet luster

longer than the sun, and seems with
the sea, on the edge of the end.
neither rests! Two prodigious

bodies laboring in heaves and sighs
offering the heavy wisdom
of ocean, and of night. 

     Clifford Paul Fetters

CLIFFORD PAUL FETTERS has poems published in CrossCurrents, The Oxford American, 
Poetry East, The New York Review of Books, The Seattle Review, OnEarth, The Willow 
Review, 5AM, Light, and many other magazines. He lives in Florida with his wife, the 
novelist Debra Dean. 



SUPPORT THE STORIES 
YOU LOVE! 
Start or renew your Appalachia 
subscription today, and keep  
reading America’s longest-running 
journal of mountaineering  
and conservation.

Visit outdoors.org/appalachia  
for a special offer: 36% off  
the journal’s cover price.  
That’s three years of Appalachia  
(6 issues) for only $42. Or choose  
a one-year subscription (2 issues)  
for $18 —18% off the cover price.

Inside every issue, you’ll find:
• inspired writing on mountain exploration, adventurers,  

ecology, and conservation
• up-to-date news and notes on international expeditions
• analysis of recent Northeastern mountaineering accidents
• book reviews, poetry, and much more

Subscribe today at outdoors.org/appalachia or call 800-372-1758.

“I started reading Appalachia for the accident reports, but I kept 
reading for the great features.”  —Mohamed Ellozy, subscriber

Subscription prices valid as of June 2022. Prices and offers subject to change 
without notice. For the most up-to-date information, visit outdoors.org.


	December at the Ocean's Crest
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1660602989.pdf.qRaVL

