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"My work is a subtle statement

_ about unfinished promises with
unfinished work in my drawings, along

wztlz Narive Amerzcan mascots.

e A_ an 7&3& 1 waﬁ? viewers
' to study my work closely
to find my messages.”

Photo: Courtesy of :J%'ﬁ’n Gritts

John Grices has been drawing since he was

in clementary school. I e savs, “I drew only
at nichts and on weekends” as an adule. T Tis
full-ume job was in higher educaton working
i Indian cducation for nearly 40 vears. Born
n Sullwell, Oklahoma, John acended the
[nsutute of American Indian /Arts, Sana T,
N\, in 1966 studving under Fritz Scholder.
[ e then attended then Bacone College,

M luskogee, OK, studving under D
Richard West, and conunued o complete
his Bachelor of Arts in Educaton from
Sioux Falls College, South Dakota.

Deeply commiteed to Indian education and
tribal colleoes, he has worked ac colleges and
universities, the AAmerican Indian Colleoc
[Fund, and 1s finishing his work carcer wich

the Ulniced Staces Department of Education’s

ofhice of Federal Student Auid.

Now, he spectalizes i pen and ink. T is

—

1;

home art studio 1s hilled with gifes, artwork,

Top to Bottom: and awards rccogniZing, l]lS WOI']( dS an artst

Abstract, Painting, 1968. Courtesy, John Gritts - : :
National Museum of the American |ndian, alld arl CdUCatOr. Oﬂ@ Of hlS hl%l]llohts WaS

Smithsonian Institution, Catalog 26/2045
pCl‘ SOIlaHV PI’ CSCI]UI]O ONC O{ ]11% dl’ awm 5 O

Black Hills State University Dancer. Drawing with Colored

Pencils, 2019. This was a request from Black Hills State o Co ' ' .
University for permanent display in their library collection. PrCSIant ]ln]n]y Carter n [hC Whlt@ HOUSC
“The colors symbolize the Institution. If you look close

enough you will see | have always had an Indian Mascot QV&I OH]CC Ol behal{ Of‘ thC State OF SOUth
with a slash through it, meaning we are not mascots. | tend ) :

to make it hard to find. | leave something undone in the Daliota SO tl]@ I I @Sld@ﬂt WOUld I‘Clﬂi@ﬂib@f
drawing. That is a statement of broken treaties/promises _ .

made to Native Tribes and people”. Courtesy, John Gritts Indlan EdUCaUQH.
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