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October 28, 1847 

An article, entitled, "Holland Emigrants," by the Rev. Thomas De 
Witt, which appeared in the Christian Intelligencer, p. 62. 

The main part of De  Witt's  report is on H. P. Scholte's colony at 
Pella, Iowa. 

He also reports that he heard in a recent letter from Albertus 
Van Raalte who said that about 1700 persons were now in the 
Holland Colony in three villages. 

The new sawmill has been erected and Van Raalte said that 
"sufficient shelter would be provided by the coming winter." 

Another colony of emigrants who arrived in New York planned to 
settle in Wisconsin. 

De Witt claimed that most of the emigrants are "pious." 



t HOLLAND EMIGRANTS. 
Iv will be seen by the followiniartHcle, copied from the 

Berhagioa ( Iowa) HAwairlt, that the Rev. :Mr. Scholte, 
to whom reference has several times been made in our 
columns, and who left this city about the middle of June, to 
seek a settlement in one of the Western States for the emi-
grants associated with him, already arrived or soon expected, 
has located the settlement in tbe southern part of the State 
of Iowa, in the county of Marion. Already, from eight hun-
dred to a thousand have reached the place of settlement, 
and the prospects 01 the colony are most auspicious. 

DUTCH SETTLEMENT or PELL•.—T his á the name of 
the town located by the colony of Holland emigrants, who 
passed through the southern section of the State to their new 
home in Marion comity. The colony comprises between 
eight hundred and a thousand persons, and a large accession 
to their number is expected in the spring. They are Pro-
testunts, and left their native jprountrx on arc/wine 
and roil ;ort •  las  Luterallte. On their departure from the 
Netherlands, all political connection with their mother coun-
try was dissolved, and on the 17th inst. most of the men 
having declared their intention to become citizens of the 
United States, took the oath of allegiance. Of the two hun-
dred, but two made their mark. This speaks well for their 
intelligence. Mr. Scholte, President of the Aaaociation, is 
a gentleman of enterprise and learning. He was a student 
of the University of Leyden at the time of the Belgian insur-
rection, and took &conspicuous part in vindicating the rights 
of his country. In his :eel in advocating the cause of polit-
ical and religious liberty. he suffered much persecution, and 
even imprisonment, at Utrecht. Ili the broad prairies of the 
West, he and his followers have sought that liberty of con-
science which was denied them in their own homes. The 
purchase occupies two entire townships, situated in the 
northeast corner of Marion county, and extending over that 
body of land lyiyg between the Des Moines and Skunk 
rivers. 

It will be remembered that the Rev. Mr. Van Raalte, 
who arrived here last fall, purchased a tract of land in the 
western part of the State of Michigan, in Ottawa county, on 
Lake Michigan. This settlement of this tract commenced 
early in the spring. A recent letter from Ds, Van Raalte 
states that there are ao—iit i-iiii;:enteen hundred Holland 
emigrants, of all age., collected on the tract, and that three 
village* have been commenced at a short distance from each 
other. The sawmill, for the erection of which some friends 
here contributed aid, was erected, and sufficient shelter 
would be provided by the coming of winter. The colony, 
the great body of whom are pious, feel their faith strength-
ened, their gratitude quickened, and their hopes encouraged. 
No doubt is entertained that both these colonies, led by Rev. 
Messrs. Scholte and Van Rube, will command great interest, 
and exhibit growing prosperity. The Rev. Mr. Tonne, who 
reached here with a body of emigrant» about two months 
since, purposes to settle in the State of Wisconsin. Very re-
cently, additional numbers have arrived by vessels from Hol-
land, immediately passing on to some one of these colonies. 
Intercourse with them has deepened my conviction of the 
pervading excellence and substantial worth of these emi- 
grants from Holland. T. D. W. 

GERMANE IN Tat WaST.—All a preface to the interesting 
paragraph below, the Commercial Advertiser thus notices 
this energetic class of foreigners among us :—" A very large 
portion of the German immigrants who arrive in this coun- 
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