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June 10, 1847 

A record of the report of the Rev. Thomas De Witt to the General 
Synod about his trip to the Netherlands from which he had 
recently returned, as printed in the Christian Intelligencer, p. 
191. 

Rev. H. P. Scholte is in New York City just at that time. 

De Witt speaks positively about the emigrants out of the  
Afscheiding  who are coming to America in considerable numbers. 
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and the Synod 
~closed with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Elliot, 

Dr. De  Wites  Virit to Europe. 

A meeting was held in the evening, in the Re-

formed Dutch ehttrch, corner of Broome and Greene 

streets, according to the previous arrangement of the 
Synod. for the purpose of hearing from the Rev. Dr. 
De Witt a statement in relation to his recent trip to 
Europe—he having been enmmissioned by the. Synod 

to visit Holland, and renew and promote the friendly 

intercourse with the mother Church. A large assem-
blage was gathered. to hear this statement. The 

exercises were introduced with prayer by the Rev. 

Mr. Holmes. The Dr. then commenced his address, 
which occupied about one  huur.  Ht.- detailed the 
particulars of his journey,: spoke of his attendance 

upon the sessions of the Evangelical Alliance, the har-
mony of which had been in some degree interrupted 

by the introduction of the question of Slavery. His 

stay in Holland was quite brief. Still he was able 
to gather much information that wits interesting. 
Be dwelt upon the beauty of the country, and cu.. 

tend somewhat into detail upon its history, both 
before and subsequent to the era of the Refortna-

tio.n. He showed how the principles of civil and 
religious litierty had been early cherished tind Song 
maintained in Holland. Ile spoke of the language as 

used in Belgium and in Holland, and related on this 
subject some interesting incidents in relation to his 
preaching and speaking in that language. Ile then 

passed to the manners of Holland, on which he dwelt 
with much interest. Ile then spoke particularly of the 
hippy intercourse which he had had with some of the 
leading evangelical men in the country, and particu-
larly with the Netherlands Missionary Society. The 

General Synod was in session during his visit in Hol-

land, but from its constitution he could not be 
admitted to its sessions. The state of religion is low. 
The confessions of faith are received and maintained, 
not because they accord with scripture, but only so 
far es in the opinions of those who receive them 
they are in accordance with the word of God. Great 

corruption has crept into the Church. He adverted 

to the secession from the Established Church, its 
origin, present state, members, ace. A part of these 

are emigrating to this country, and the spirit of etru. 

potion is increasing among them. The Rev. Mr. 

Schulte, from Utrecht, now in this city, is one of them. 

Great numbers are coming. The Dr. closed his 
address with an earnest admonition in relation to the 
responsibility and duty of the Reformed Dutch 

Church In this country, who now have the truth. 

He adverted to the state of the Church in Holland as 
a warning. and urged upon all to be faithful. But 
we cannot give anything hike a full or satisfactory 

report of this address. It was listened to by the 

audience with deep interest. We hope to be able to 
present a more extended account of it at some future 

time. The exercises of the evening were closed with 

prayer by the Fikesident of the Synod. 
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