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November 6, 1845 and succeeding dates

Portions of the minutes of the Seceder congregation in Arnhem, Province of Gelderland,
pastored by Albertus C. Van Raalte and Antonie Brummelkamp. Other dates are July 11
and 23, 1847.

A letter dated, Arnhem, August 12, 1947, written by H. Hafkamp gives considerable
explanation of the minutes and are very helpful in understanding what the portions of the
above minutes included.

Copy of the original and translation in the collection of the Holland Historical Trust, the
Van Raalte Collection, T88-0230,
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CONSTSTORY MEETING HEL" ON THURSDAY, NMOVENETR 6, 1845,

#
Present are the brethren:Rev. Brummelkamp, Rev. “an Raalte, /4
J. Brummelkamp, Mibbelink, 7Ferritsen and Otto. ,r””ﬁ
>
Art. 1.

After singing Psalm 119:1, the meeting is opened with prayer by
Rev. v Raalte.

Art. 2,

The minutes of the previous meeting are being read, and, excepting
a few changes, they are approved.

art. 3.

Rev. "rummelkamp informs the meeting that his Rev. has appointed a
Tfommittee with gensral approval of the congregation , consisting of

& o a few members of the church to investigate the truth mentioned in

5 5 matter in art. 1 and 3 of the previous meeting concerning brother

A4 = uerritsen, this is approved by the meeting.

S =

E @ “5 art. 4 -

i S

@ ?ﬁ_g Again is mentioned the partition in the church,{for the draught )

ég iy for which purpose Rev. Erummelkamp and brother Gerritsen tomorrow-

o & morning at 9 o'rnlock will be in the church, to decide how to place it
% = and also avout the plaging of the stove,- and that they will turn

= 8 the placing of the fore-mentioned partition over to D. Arnoud to whom
T~ the work will be given in charge.

A

Art. 5. oo

In regard to the seats in the church, it is decided that Rev. Brummelkamp
will speak about it to the Congregation and and give the needed infor-
mation and proposals toward a satisfactory conclusion.

art. 6.

It is decided to give the poor cabtage and where it is necessary also
barrels for preservation. Brs.Nibbelink and Otto are requested to in-
vestigate which of the poor would like to receive these products.

Art. 7.

Brother Otto mentions the need of clathing for the poor. This matter is
discussed in detail on behalf of the poor and Rev. Brummelkamp suggests
that we should not get the poor im the habit to depend on the weekly
distribution, (the aged excepted). For in this way we make of the poor
fund~holders (renteniers). It would be better to urge tne poor to seek
worlk and to assist a few of them with a sum of money that from now on,
they can be entirely independent of the distribution. This is approved
as a general plan. Put it should be takén in consideration whether
in the present conditions this can be carried out, Rev. van Raalte is
also of the opinion that we should first deal with these people and
talk things over with them, sinece it will be found difficult to bring
them at once to this standpoint.-~ Protaer 8tto states that it is for
Qiﬁ a _very difficult matter when the poor complain of their need and
hen dismiss them without ziving any satisfaction.




By

In regard to bread Prother Nibbelink proposes to tuy for every family
( a mud) four bushels of rye that they can bring to the mill, and then
bake of that their own bread.

Art. 8.

In regard to the giving of a membership certificate for Zweedyk, it
was voted, the matter first to investigate more fully.

Art. 9.
The meeting was closed with thanksgiving by Rev. Brummelkamp.
W. 0tto,

Stated clerk.
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‘ moment not able to help Poissionnier in £.300; all of which in the opinion IJ'7
T -y of Rev. ‘Brummelkamp and the entire gathering cannot exculpate Zr Mibbelink, )’/ﬁ:_,
i Y
Art 6. . o
It is being approved ito anndunce to the flongregation the reasons why in the
opinion of the consistory Willemssen must be excommunicated.

Art 7. .

In regard te the salary of Rev. Van Realte; the Tonsistory that it is unable
to raise the amount of the salary due him, After definite questions of Rev.
Van Raalte they conditionally give His Rev. libery o look around slsewhere.
However it is decided to call the congregatisn together ty Tuesday, to try whsther
1t might be possible to met together the amount due Rev. Van Raalie, which, however
can hardly be expected. And even if it succeeded, it could not be expected ta
¢ 'niinue on account of many leaving for Yorth America.

Art 8.

I is proposed and decided to sell the church and to charge Mibbelink with this
matter formgotiation since he thinks he knows some one interested in it. If it
might be possible to sell it wrivately, and this will also b: announcad to the
congregation.

Art 9.

Rev. ¥an Raz2lte revporis reports on the interview with Vander ¥al, that, after
sufficient conversation Yan der Wal would return and rejoin in the fellowship
of the church.

Art 10,

Rev. Brummelkamp, not being able on account of the zoming confinement of
hig wife, Rev. Van Reselite will visit Wollsleger and his family, for they too,
must be admonished. .

Art 11.
Rev. Brummelkamp moves to help Miss MNellius to go fo W. America, and 1f

possible, from the dsacons fund. But the brethren deacons are forced to state
that this is not possible at the present time.
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Arnhem,1? Augustus 1947,

Yeledele Heer!

Gisterenmorgen heb ik mij vervoegd op het Algemeen Rijksarchief
te 's-Gravenhage,en aldaar verschillende foto-copieen laten maken,
~die U -nasr ik hoop- inmiddels hebben bereikt. Het mocht mij niet
_gelukken U telefonisch te bereikenjeenige malen heb ik U opgebeld,
maar U was tot mijn spijt niet aanwezig.

Meg ik U ter verduidelijking van hetgeen U heeft ontvangen,nog
eene korte opsomming geven van het gecopieerde? - _

I Uit het Notulenboek der Chr Afgescheiden Gemeente (het eerste,
Jloopende van 1842 tot en met 1848 is overgenomen: =

A Kerkeraaftsvergadering van 6 November 1845;Het 'zou mij gemakkeli¥k
gevallen 2ijn tientallen ‘bladzijden aan te wijzen,wasrin vermeld
wordt dat de Kerkeraad den allertreurigsten socialen toestand

'van vele leden der gemeente bespreekt.Stéeds weifelt men tusschen

., twee soorten van bedeeling (of liever uitdeeling) : in geld of

in natura.Het is 1845,het “jogar®den schikkeli jkenaardappelnood.

.. Men besluit in dat jaar o.a.tohnen +e laten maken door een der

Yeden,om er kool in in te maken,men stelt voow voor ieder huis-
gezin in eens een mud rog te koopenidat kan gemalen worden en daar-
ns kan men er brood van laten bakkenj;steenkolengruis wordt gedis-
tribueerd onder behoeftigen,enz.enz.Dus een soort codperatieve
inkoop.Maar.....mask van-de menschen geen renteniers(statische
armen().Van Realte krijgt als nieuw ingekomene gelegenheid zijn
ideeén omtrent 'de armlastigheid nasr voren te brérgen,en het

1s merkwaardig,hoe juist onze Iwidige armenwet deze gedachte

tot uitgangspunt heeft genomen.Het opheffen van den arme uit

. zijn nood door eén gepaste ondersteuning,die meer bedraagt dan

hbt "strikt noodzekelijke".En de menschen aan werk trachten te i
“helpen,opdat zij vrij komen van de bedeelin%.Beide zaken -codpera; -~
tieve inkoop en et standpunt vanDs van Raaite- zin te vinden in/
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B Xerkeraadsvergadering van 20 Mugustus 1846.Manr de tijd gaat

voort.Het standpunt van Ds.van Raslte is in theorie heel mooi,
maar ,zooals het zoo vask gaat met deze ideallistische theorieén,

" de rauwe practijk spot dearmede.,De Kerkeraad kan nog zooveel
briefjes in den winter afgeven aan behoeftige leden voor de
werkverschaffing (blokjes hakken bij de werkplaats van de gemeen-
te) in den winter,de stadsopzichter Van Gent negeert deze bewijg-
jes {(geen vriendelijke geste,masr wel in den geest van den +tijd)
en verhindert zoo de eergte schuchtere pogingen van Van Raalte.
Een middel blijft masr over:Weg uit het Vaderland.Jjava wordt ge-
gslotenjdat is ook al sabotagée,niet eens mag ons eigen Java door
onze menschen hewoond wordenjdan wordt het tooverwoord:Amerika,
Bittere armode heerscht in de gemeente. Men kan met geen moge-
lijkheld unit 'de financieele lasten komen,die op kerk en diaconie
drukken,lasat staan het beloofde salaris van Van Raaslte betalen,
Artikel 7 vermeld heel netjes,dat aan Van Raalte "voorwaardelkijk
de vrijheid wordt vergund naar elders om te zien",maar det be-

" teekent in rond Nederlandsch:ge zijt bedankt."De geeést van vertrek
naar N,Amerika"jvelen zullen vertrekken,en de gemeente zal nog
armer worden,en de pasr overblijfenden kunnen de zk&ak immers nied
drijvende houden.(Ar+t.7)En de -Kerk in de Vesrkenstraat zal worden
verkocht,ook al niet nit weelde(art.8) want de geldschieters manen,

—C.Kerkeraadsvergadering 21 Mei 1847.(bij -de volgende vergadering
is abusievelijk 1848 gezet,dit moet zijn 1847)De emigratie is in
vollen gang.Van Raalte ig reeds vooruitgegaan met -enkelen en ande-
ren volgen hun voorbeeld.Men wendt zich tot den Kerkeraad om
hulp bij overtidcht,Terwi)l met een zekeren Arnaud gesproken wordt,
(over deze familie handelt o.a. het boek van den Heer P.J.Ris-
seeuw )komen de gebroeders Liesveld ter vergadering;ze moeten een
bewijsje van den Kerkeraad Bhalen,om aardappels in de -stad te
mogen brengen,anders krijgen ze -last met -de commiezen der stede-
~aondeppellandiloats] § Jice aceljnzen,Nibbelink{het Kerkeraasdslid gaat met hen mee,het
ig al laat'en 't wordt al donker,masr de broeders-tippelen nog
"even" near Elden om de zakken piepers te halen(s.v.v.)en morgen
. \ s 4 i3 inkade zid hun vertrek
ﬂgggegeZﬁi%ﬂwgm%grgig?%gemg%ﬂdgedg%Jggggepgéggégogger karakteris i
.
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wag,wasrom ik haar danook liet overmemen(art 2) -
Oover een afscheid van Ds.van Raalte reppen de notulen niet.
II.Het Iidmaten boek der Chr.Afgescheiden Gemeente beginnende
in 1842 bevat aanvankelijk niet zZoo hé&el veel namen,maar het
merkwaardige is,dat elke bladzijde bijna aanteekeuningen vermeld

omtrent leden,dle naar N Amerika zijn vertrokken.

Als meest karakteristiek heb ik twee bladzijden laten fotogra-

.. feeren:

1l.bladzijde 4,vermeldende de familie Arnaud, '
Allereest d J Arnaud,rijder van eene diligence op Zutphen(?),die
naar ik meen ook een tijdlang als koster gefungeerd heeft.,V an hem

‘is de zeer merkwadrdige brief,dien 1k ook heb laten bijvoegen,ge-

vonden in het archief der Gereformeerde Kerk van Arnhem(wssruit
alle andere stukken ook genomen zijn)zie hieronder.Interessant
is de aanteekening:vermaand om van het Avondmasl zich te onthouden

 'wegens ontheiliging van des Heeren dag -door het Rijden der Dili-

gence July 184%.Hij komt hierop terug in den merkwaardigen brief.
Deze censureering is -typeerend voor den geest van strenge tucht
in deze godsdienstige .gemeenschap.

~ Van de anderen wijs ik mnog op Derk Arngaud en zijn flinke vrouw

Louise Cramer,figuren die ten voeten uit geteekend worden in de
roman van den Heer Risseeuw.'"Verirokken nasr N.Amerika'.

2.Diep tragisch was het ongeluk,dat plazts had,toen een schip
vol emigrenten op reis in brand gerasakteen velen omkwamen in de
vlammen, Hieronder waren ook twee leden der Arnhemsche Gemeente:
Hendrik Bruil en zijne huisvrouw Jenneken Bruil,geboren Bongers,
wonende te Oosterbeek,getuige de sobere aanteekening bij hunne
namen, (Bladzijde 11) : _ ,

ITT.Lijst plaatsengeld Kerk Varkenstraat.(184%)van de hand van

. den koster J J Arnaud,vermeldende onder No.41 e,v.de familie

¥XERXELEEY Van Stiel (moet zijn Pfahnastiel) ook geschreven

Pfdaristiehl,eene familie oaspronkelijk afkomstig wit Obernitirf in ;—
" het Keurvorstendom Hessen,dlie. mede emigreerde naar N imerika,

Voorts onder No.54 en 55 Arnsud.

" IV.JJ Arnaud is in 1847 geen koster meer.Hem wordt door den Kerke-

raad zwaar, asngerekend,dat hij op den Zondag de diligence rijdt.
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veorts‘heef% hia“tlgdens zi;n kosterschap het pakhuls onder de
«" 7 kerk voor een gulden in de weeck gehuurd (het huisje erbij mocht
" . hij om niet bewonen),maar met het betalen van de huur ging het
niet al te best.Hi) raakte steeds dieper in de =mkwX schulden.
Ten leste weet Wij niet meer wat hij moet beginnen,en op 11
Juni ‘1847 .schrijft Jean J&ques dezen erbarmelijken brief:
"Eerwaarde Kerkenraad ik geef met alle eerbied mijn verzoek te
kenne of ergeen middelen kunne dasrgesteld worden om mijn,en
mijn vrou,nes Ammérika te helpen,en als het zijn kor,hook mijn
dogter,en "hear man,en kinder, want ik zie hier geen kanst mm Langer
. brood te verdlenen ik .heb Een paard,dat kan niet meer, het werk
doen het tweede komt kreupel tuijs, dle kan ik nog in geen 8 dagen,
gebrulaken daar bij .een ongeluk met de wagen,Berdat het gemaakt
ig,kost wel dertig gulden en de verdienste Klelgn ik -heb met Mei]
geen.huur kunne betalen,als er Eenig sins kanst op is.dan help
. mijn tog van die Sabhat schennis af
ik blijf met alle agtirig
UEd broeder en dienaar
o JJ Arnaud" .
‘Een bange klacht van -een man,die de zastlg al gepasseerd is,en
het toch nog in 213n diepen soclalen nocd van de Nieuwe Wereld
wagrheen reeds zijn zoon Derk Arnand is verirokken yverwacht!

Ik hoop dat U nog iets aan deze toelickithg zult hebben.
Voor de goede orde deel ik U nog mede,dat ik heel veel uren
heb besteed aan het onderzoeken van de reglsters van den Burger-

- lijken Stand der Gemeente Arnhem,daartoe welwillend afgestaan door
den Heer Burgemeester der Gempente Arnhem,en zoo veel genealo-
gisch materiasl ombrent de leden der Chr Afgesch Gemeente,alhier,
die naar Michigan zijn vertrokken ,oijeen verzameld heb. T.z t hoop

VENHAGE

artement van Onderwlijs €nz.

- ik in ‘een der plaatselijke bladen het een en ander hieromtrent te
o publiceeren,Ondertusschen zou het mij sangenaan zijn te vernemen,
N of U hierin-belang stelt;terwijl het mischien niet ondienstig ware,

a- de leiding van de tentoonstelllng hiervan te verwittigen.
o Me t belangstelllng Uwe berichten tegemoet ziende,teeken ik,
aF Met de meeste. hoogachting,
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‘Adriaan Kluitstraat 14. . t
"ARNHEM. _ ~ Arnhem, August 12, 1947.

Dear Sir:

I went to the General Record Office in the Haguey, yesterday morning
to have there various photo-copiesrmdde for you trusting that by this time
you have received them. . '

I was not able to get you on the telephone; I tried it a fow tiwes,
but you were not there when I phomed.

Key I give you a brief enu meration of what I copied and you have
received by this time.?

1. From the Minutes of the Chr. Seceeded Church, { the first gurrent year
from 1842 to 1848 inclusive;)the following has been copied:
) A. Consistory meeting of Novémber 6, 1845; It would have been easy for me

3&@9“*’$3\decades of pages in which is stated that the Consistory deliberates

' on the most tragic: social conditions of many of the members of the church.
They are constantly in doubt between two kinds of distribution (of alms):
In money or in products. It is the year 1845, the year of the terrible
potato famine. It was resolved during that year to have barrels made to
put up cabbage in them; It was also proposed to buy for every family four
bushdls fye;. that cen be ground and baked into bread. foal dust is being
distributed among the neddy, etec. etc. A kijd of cooperative purchase.
But....Jdo not make of them permanent almsment . :
Van Raalte as,recently arrived, now receives an opportanity to state his
opinion in regerd to this distribution. Tt is remarkable that our presegt
poorlaws aré baged on this principle, viz. %o discontinue support that is
more than what is strictly needed and to assist the people to secure work
so that they . can get alor®without receiving alms.

Both measures=cooperative purchase -and the motion of Rev. Van Raalte-
can be found in article 7. -

B. Consistory meeting on August 20, 1846. But time passes on. The idea of
Rev. van Raalte is splendid in theory, but, as is often the case with
idealistic theories, the raw reality rkdicules it. The consistory majl
have to give as many letters for support as she pleases, the city super-
intendent Van Gent ifnores them. (this is no friendly gesture but cer-
tainly in the spirit of the times) and thus it interferes with the first
timid endeavors of Van Raalte.

There is one way out and only one; Maving from one's coun%ry.

Java is closed. That too, is sabotage; not even our own Javae may offer a
home for our people. Mow the magic spell: "America!" becomes the motto.
In the congregation is bitter poverty. There is no way out of the finanecial
burdens, that press down the church and the deacowy, not to mention the
salary promised to “an Raalte.

Article 7 mentions quite neatly, that Van Raslte has the liberty"to look
around elsewhere"which means in plain language: you may resign.

"The spirit of moving to America"; many will legvéd, =and then the church
will become still posrer, and the few remgining, how can they keep the
gship afloat? (Art. 7) And the chureh in the Varkenstraat will be sold,and
that is not = matter of luxury, either (art 8), for those who loan money
are dunning for payment.

C. Cousistory meeting, May 21, 1847.(at the following meeting 1348 is mis-
takingly stated it should be 1847) The emigration is in full swing.

Ven Raslte has already left with a few an@ethers are following their ex-

ample. They come ito the consistory for assistence for the vopage. Whilse
they have a conversation with a certain Arnaud, ( concerning this family

at the
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mention is made in the bonk of Mr. P,J.Risseeuw) the brothers Liesveld are
coming to the meeting; they have to get an evidence from the Consistory,
before they can bring potatoes into the city, otherwise they get in trouble
with customhouse-officers of the excise. ¥ibbelink, dealer in potatoes, a
member of the consistory, goes with them; it has nrown late and it is get-
ting dark, but the brethren, sre running "a while yet to Elden to get the
bags" Tatoes,"as they call them. Tomorrow they must be early at the Rhine
‘quay, before they leave for the New World. I think this passage was character-
igstic , reason why I quote it here (art 2) :
The minutes contain nothing about the farewell of Rev, ven Raalte.

TT. The Record of the-membership of the Chr. Seceded Church, bveginning in
1842 contains at first not many names; but the interesting part of it is
nearly every pege has notices of members who have left for America.

As the most characteristic I have had two pages phtographed;

1. Page 4, mentioning the family of Arnaud.

“First of all; J. J. "Arnaud rider of a stage-coach 12 Zutphen (1), who has
also served for a while as sexton. From him is the very interesting letter
which T have also added, that was found in the archives of the Reformed
Chureh of Arnhem , (from which alsc all the other papers have been taken)

see below. Interesting is the notice:"admonished to abstain from the Lord's
Supper on account of desecration of the Lord's May by riding the staze-coach
July 1843. He refers to this in the remarkable letter. This case of censure
is typical of the spirit of rigid discipline in this religiéus communion.

On the other hand T am indicating Derk Arnaul and his lively 71fe Louise
Cramer, figures that have been plctured at full length in the story of
Mr. Risseeuw. "Departed to ¥. Amefica"

2. Profoundly tragical was the misfortune that took place, when a ship

full of emigrants took fire on the the irip and many perished in the flames.
Among these wers-also two members of the Arnnem church members: Hendrik Bruil,
andhis wife Jent:eken Bruil, nee’ 2ongers, living at Oosterbesk, zs one can

see noticed at their names .~ {page 11.)

ITI. List of seats-rent “hureh in Yarkenstraat. (1343) Recorded Ly the sexton
J.J.Arnaud, mentioned under ¥o. 41, following the family Yan Stiel (should

be Pfahnstiel) also written  Pfanstiehl, a family -oming originally from
Overnuerf in the-Elec¢torate Hessen, who also emigrated to N. America.

Further under Yo. 54 and 55 Arnaud.

IV, J.J.Arnaud was not any more sexton in 1347. Ve is seriously charged
by the Tonsistory, that he rides the stage-coach on Sunday.
He had elsotduring his sexton service rented the storehouse heneath the
church for one.guilder a week, (the 1ittle house next to it he livegin
gratis),but with the payment of the rent he wds negligent. He got more and
more into debt. At lasti, he does nat know any Ymore what to do, and on
June 11, 1847 writes Jean Jacquesthis pitiable letter: "Honorable Consistory;
"I let you know with all respect my request, if not some way or other can
be found to help me and my wife too Ammerika, snd if it be pessible, halso
my daugter, and her man, and childer, for I ses no chanst, to any Longer
make a living, T have One horse, that cannotany more, do the work the second
comes home cripple, that one I cansoluse, not in 3 days, then comes an
accident with the wagon, Before ¥t is repaired. it will cost at least
thirty guilders and the income is Small, With ¥ay I have not been able to
pay rent. when there is any Chanst at 211, thgh help mine please from that
Sabbath desecration,

T remain with all respect Y¥ou“oble traother and servant

J7 Arnaud.

A frightful complaint of a man , who has passed sixty, and still expects to
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pot help from the New World in his deep social need. His son Derk Arnoud
has already departed for the New World!

I hope that these elucidations may be of some worth te you.

I also inform you that T hav.: spent many, many hours in searching the
registers of Regisitrar in the Afhem Nommunity. The mayor was kind enough
to let me do this. As much geneaﬁogical material concerning the members

of the Thr. Seceded Churéh who have left for America, as I could gather,
I have imparted to you.

At the same time I expect to publish some of these ingidents in one of
our local Papers. .

Tn the mean time I would appreciate to hear from you, whether you are
interested in it. Tt might not be useless, either, to let the leading
of the Exposition also know of it.

Anticipating to hear from you conceraing it,
I am respectfully yourd,

To the honorable Mr. Lunsing Scheurleer,
address: Department of Education, etc

THE HAGUE.
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