Hope College
Hope College Digital Commons

Van Raalte Papers: 1850-1859 Van Raalte Papers

9-29-1859

Article Published in the Christian Intelligencer and Republished in
the New York Observer and Chronicle

Thomas De Witt

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1850s
New York Observer and Chronicle, September 29, 1859.

Recommended Citation

De Witt, Thomas, "Article Published in the Christian Intelligencer and Republished in the New York
Observer and Chronicle" (1859). Van Raalte Papers: 1850-1859. 445.
https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1850s/445

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Van Raalte Papers at Hope College Digital Commons. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Van Raalte Papers: 1850-1859 by an authorized administrator of Hope College
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@hope.edu.


https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/
https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1850s
https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrpapers
https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1850s?utm_source=digitalcommons.hope.edu%2Fvrp_1850s%2F445&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1850s/445?utm_source=digitalcommons.hope.edu%2Fvrp_1850s%2F445&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@hope.edu

29 September 1859 New York City (7)

On this date there appeared in an issue of the New York Observer and Chronicle a copy of the
article on the Holland Colony written by Rev. Thomas De Witt and published in the Christian
Intellingencer.

Location of the original is unknown,




REFORMED DUTCH.

TrE Horraxp Corpxr.

e published Inst week an aceount of ths Hol
land Colony in Michigan, fzom tho pen of Rev, Dr. |
Dewitt. We make sonie exiracts bolow from his '
lotter in the Intdligoncer in reference to bis hato !
visii. k

On Tueadsy afternoon, we reacked the villsge of
Hollaud. As we cmerged from tuo forest, the vile
lage at the bead of Buek Lake, already covering &
copgiderable exient wish fuir equices, urst upva

.our vYiw, snd produced s pleasant inspression.
We weroat enca greeted by De. Van Raalte, and ¢
jotroduced to his interesting family, Uaving 0.
mosited with them ilirec days, I capsat bul pay &
passing tribute (o Mrs. Vau laalte, Iwas derply
1aupreaced with whit appeared to me her iatehs-
gent and deep-toncd piery, nud one who was well
iited 1o bo e compiujon of our brocher, in all
the saerfices, toiw, and herdships be has been
called to enconurer. Ths atmorphers of pivty
whick pervided the houschold—well ordexsd o
the habits of devolion aud reiigious inguruciiop—

1 arregled my golention, Arrangement was imnade
for o visit tv some of the neighboriog conogregas
dcpe, Tho colony cxtends acyersl miles around
from the vilisge of Holiand, whicty bas been
benunht snder {armine auliure, and five or aix
obhurctes bave been formed. At vhe time xuggent-
e¢d for Lhiy visit, I felt considerably unwell, woich
pravented Y leaving tho village, snd wade me
feel the expadiencs of uUL prolouging my relun
bome, (uthe reviaw of my visit, 1 gruatly regres
that I did not auceetd in reachiog sume of the K-

jaceat ssttiements in tae cotony,

In passiog rousd tha villags, Dr. Van Raalte
first showed vo e tbo old Jog-courch, net far from
his houss, in the upper part ol the villape, erecied
in the very iufancy uf tae scitlement, Tois bujld-
ing, some timo &ince, gAVE way (0 the present spa-
civuy edifice, which is quita & censpicusus object
on enteriog the piace, o said thers were many
precious recolleciions connzcled wich this ola aud
homely butdwg, In the seasons of thair greutest
baxdabipa and ailfcolues, thoy had found tners re-
freshment and coosolsriox in thoir communion
with their Saviour sud each other, teading to the
establishment Of their jaiu, and wheir cucoursye-
mens in thor work,

I buve slluded co the Academy founded af, the
yillege of Hoitand. 1t was tne design of Di-Va
Béidic€-and iz associate, trom ha exrly sostlement

of tue colony, 10 direct specint agontion fo thu
greavsubjecta of rengion xud cdncston. Hence,
early, church-edificey ware erecied, and the supply
of the mimarry sought avd procured in tho dufcr-
cut peigbornoddy, aud a decaded tous uf religlous
characier has pervaged the exwent of tho colouy.
A sulicitude way fcls; u8 3000 as prasticabis, to o0-
win suikdhie meads of educsuoun, whiv gradudny o
introquce the children and yours iaw tbho know-
iedyge of the Eoglisn lapgusge and Jusrature. For
this Dr, Van Ruaslte aswduvusiy inbored; sod, by
the uid and co-operalion of the friends uf 1he Kue
jormed Duton Cburon hers, thus object wus svoa
ontaintd. The Academy wea usgawzed and con-
dusted undor the superiaendencs uf culnpelent
Pancipals, sclected our uf our churchies bete. A
vury bundiome, quile fpaciong, and coavealent
brick bullalug has deen ereoted ou 3 moss eligivle
vite, wbica wul accomwoosie, DEsides the Iamuly
of tae principal, & very cousidecsbis numoer of
swudents drawn from tbhe Hollnud churcles of the
colotry and anjdcent parts. It 18 quite The orus.
mens of e village. Tt iuflusuce of the Acad-
ey ia itd geteral bearicg 1S most saluary. Is
bas a specud Yalud in raltyiug up aod Jurunbiag n
supply of ministers for theie churcher Deviees
thy churehes in tho colony, tHore aro Quita & DU~
ber in the westort parts of Michigsn agjscent, :“d :
in the Statea of lihnois, Wieconslu a0U Lvwa o~ ~
exal of thess chuzohes are now in waskof ml.uil;
vern, and there is & diffoulty in proeuriog ‘h‘”;o;

a sumable oksracter from d, :ﬁ. P o

young men educated fx thld Aosdeny, W f!:neo-
aand complece thelr oouris in our OaMege an

iox, and will go
fogical Beminary at New Brunswiok, and wik g2
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establishment of their 1aity, and iaeir cucourage-
ment in their work,

I hure sliuded co the Academy founded at the
JYlixge ot Holland, It wax tbe design of Dr-Yau;
-Bidiid-and bi: assoclite, from tha exrly sostlement

of the ‘colony, 10 direct specin! aptontion fo the
greac subjecta of rengion xud edncwdon. Hence,
eirly, church-edificey ware erecied, and the supply
ot the pimatry sought ard procured in the dufire
eat peighbornoods, and a decrded tous uff refigous
characier has pervaged the extent of 1ho eolovuy.
A sulicitude wax fcls, 58 3000 a5 practicabin, to on-
18in Juitabie means of elncaton, kit Lraauwiy to
introquee the children and youwth intw tho know-
jedge of the English lJangusge and hierature. Yor
this Dr,- Van Rashte asmduous)y Inboren; and, by
| the aid nod co-Dperation of the friends of 3he Ke
' formed Duton Cpuron hero, this object wys svon
ontained. The Acadeiny waa orgawzed and con-
dusted undor the superiawehdenca of vumpetent
Pancipals, sclected out of our churches hete. A
very hundrome, quite spucions, and convealent
brick butlaiug bas been erected on 2 most ¢ligivle
site, whicd wul sccommeonsie, besiden the Isply
of tiae principal, A very considersbie numcer vg
students drawa from the Holluud chucchies of the
colouy and anjavent parts, It 18 quite the oran-
mens of vho vitlage. Thes inHuence of the Acad-
cmy ia its geoeral bearing 15 most salmacy. It
Day a specind TRIUg B Talving up and turuwbing n
supply of mintsterg jor theie churcher. Denereas
thy ehurches in tho eplony, theto mro Quita & DuUm~
ber in the weetort parts of Michigsn Agfacext, sod.
in the Smten of Ithnos, Wiconsiu aud Lvws, »~i™
enl ot thess cburobes ars mow in wans of sninis- |
very, and there is & diffionity In proewriog thode of
A surable oksracter from Heilsnd, Tne plove
young men educated in this Acsdemy, 'ﬂlap;f'“’
and complece tielr oounie in our Oonwgeand 1neo-
logical Heminary at New Bruoswio, and wik go |
farih prepaced 1v peench both in she Duoh aud
Ensnm inoguage, whijen wiil s00A e needed,
jr yowng men bave been braught

lew of te
;:::'Lt:t i';:t.iuﬂont at New Beumawior, and this

fall five of thelr premdaing youpg mea, who have
ﬂ.nhh:; their courge at the Acudemy, will enter

New Bearswitk, It is balieved thas, in duo time,
t,b.l:.Lcm:!y will grow in imperianes, l‘l!d gathec
a itrongye and mors extanded {wBacnoe. ° 1t s al.
resdy greatly auxiliary to the intorests of our
Osurch and dooominaticp. The Rev. Mr, Van

s W, | P Mhl‘ﬂaul‘

Vieck, who, for 20me yBAIE suttiimmay WwRsterem
the interests of the Acadomy, recently resigned on
scoonnt of his healdh. He (5 ducceeded Dy the
Ruy. Philip Phelps, Iately pastor of our Reformed
Datch Cdarch as Haetings, Thoselection Js& bappy !
owe, snd it is believed A miore fisiiog one could’
not have been made from ibe bosom of our
Chureh.

This brief wisit to the HoNand colopy has jo-
crensed 12y interest in it, and enwbled me to apgpure
all thoso who have contributed to itnintereny, that
their coniribmions have been worthily and benes-

. oially bostowed, and to commend thess chwrchbes
of 1y Hollarders ia the Went to thelir eontinued
confidencs and kindness, These Hdlandary came

here, having but sowll pertions of weshth, bm;m-
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aersed of nntiving indusiry, avd streng adberrze)
' to thelr Qbulstlan falth, and new lho:‘hnm mads
their way to the position which they ocoupy in

the community, and in the Chrissisn odurch, On

r

ancestral recoliectione, our Idensity with them iIn
the faith of doonrine, wnd the order of church goy-
cxnroent an? worship, and the remembrasce of the
- 8land which they took, aud the pscrifices which
they muda for the truth, entitlo them %0 our cop-

dial confidente and sympiphy.

At a speclsl meeting of the North Classis of
Lovg Iaand, s call of tha chureh of Newilown,
upon Rev, William Anderson, was approved ; aleo
& calt of tho church of Fiushing, ypon ths Rev,
W. W. Hallaway ; and arcangementa were made

for the installadon of exch,

New York Observ
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