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AiZ. GANGSXBft* OF-'CIHRIOT
Chapter | STan™jL =
Round One:
A Clash with the Sadducees

Had
It was a bright and sunny morning in the Temple of Jerusalem in the
Spring of the year 30 a. d./jThe High Priest, /Caiapha'sT)in all his magnificent

robes, daismaorning-dutie k~ddne7) was sitting on an elaborately carved seat

. I L I o JLAaL"~
overlooking the Court of the Gentileaj-i'"*g large) ireai surround«” 0

K I\ 1
the Jh"empleitself Mjzi4-idce- ~p6 yrVL-

Caiaphas™ wnrs in a good humor, surveyed the scene before him with a
mixture of admiration and satisfaction. And well he might, for the Temple of
Jerusalem was one of the seven wonders of the age,-o”-indeeiPof-a-ny-age.. It had
been built by Herod the Greed; with lavish gJM splendor some thirty years before

this. It was the same Herod, by the way, who, had ordered the slaughter of all

A J> t>j-muH/ -
the children in B e th Il e h e m or-epHdgg)two years of age ilirml Hiiily ifTI
U - M 1 % o
ith its golden poaofs, its golden-pinnaclesf ?ts massive doorways J v
j Wiy | m

pf-4s«&fcen brass bracketsi
wide-courta paved,with Colored marble tilesg Jjts magnificent covered porticoes
rating on hundreds of pillars each 30 feet high, and each made of«m single

block of stone»3”xJaag”gfctQofc rmep”-hoiding....hand ,tadaand-to-“reach~aroundr-itr~~W ith-
a-'iffit /T5 a~kneclUi*t Lw~, and hn&f,n\"™)cey{-f
these and many other, magnifmeai-a”“ehitccturadrdttti-en-itwas the most splendid

o / . ni . . / fum JL /
'm) |j U'-~k u'0>Jk poh jted [¢ellMian C*nl*< fry
The-Tcmplo-of Jerusalem w-as the renter ofthe-J-tnvioh-r-fdigjri»-, ipjaad

place of worship of its age.
. - _picPIP* ; i

yi the Jewish nation; -anchw-a&served by some 2Q, 060 prie-st«-whtrtorrk-tur?n-s~i;o
carr-y out the many funet-ions which rlaily-te*k-pi-a®e-within-it.—He, Caiaphas, was
the Undisputed head of this great institution, and ho&ee with the possible exception
of his father-in-law, Annas, was the most important man in all Jewry.

From bohmdhim where he sat Caiaphas could hear the
AN S * "tk etl .

andr_the”aoun4-offsacred mn-sde tax-emnd-tdie-hug&-alta”®,-w-h"re a doaeq priests offered

up—s-aerifi-e-e-s QTrfaehainolLrhnsp-p*y&Aop-g min a be-offere d-for
> »



Th (Lo P J ’9\lj-chcl  di'-y
thems”~4ve-saH33Eel5=%attittres. *iig~e-sacrificca w-ere-patxd~for in acCrrrdance”sytth fit
g p y

size ?nd value of the animals slaughtered and offered up on the great altar,
rom

But~rthe Court of the Gentiles «a-frcmt and bclow~hjm the ears of the high priest were
assailed by a very different set of sounds*”~~ith the loud and continuous lowing of
oxen, the bleating of hundreds of sheep, and the racous voices of men recommending
their wares to the passersby, or shouting at each other as they bargained over their
sales™-in the immemorial custom of-th-e-Bas-t.

In fact the sounds that came from the Court of the Gentiles resembled exactly

& «.-Jh
those one hears from a busy market in the center of h city. Andthio-irs no wonder

%**
b=eomiS-e that is exactly what it w as”a busy market«' not in the center of the city but

rather within the sacred precincts of the Temple itself/T o gain some idea of what
/was re&lly happening, one would have to imagine a market set up in the quiet and
consecrated ground of a church yard close up to the church itself where services
<were being held

This incongruous combination of a market with a place of worship did not hew-aver
in tke-tearst disturb fil the equanimity of the high priest, although he was responsible
for all that took place in the Temple and its courts. On the contrary, he surveyed
this noisy hubbub, the shouting and confusion,with an increased satisfaction. A**d

>n.

As~in most of *he-graat-rrgro*~frjrys~"~jha +d>ffe'ang"of—a‘8acr£1;\i;:e was an

i~b](jrtvvne>"7 Lv /C (ApO-i. (X"
essential part of the Jewish.faith. But there was this important difference, «Jfatyfh.e
[« oil C m \ J « f
"Agne plata-w-hAT-ete-dmdTi-"er~Trm-AN-gAAAA A £ nin the
N
- y. .
Temple of Jerusalem. This was the reason why tnmii thousnnds of Jews

came”™annually to offer their sacrifices. They came not only from the cities and
sy-e*/ c(A  °ir
villages of Palestine, but from aH-ove.r-the great Roman Empire. They came from

places as far apart as Spain and Persia, Greece and North Africa, Rome and Babylon.
Qeupk&i. yien<A r|>t
On-thas particular-mermng the Feast of the Passover was imminent and already 'fji¢4

thousands of pilgrims iwr-their varied and colorful garments had”™arrived «ythe Holy

City* and-hundrodo of thousands w cre-still onrtlt&irzsiEay.
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All of these pi lcf-ritt-a ArprA-T-i-np olrji*rtHWANATP-"-foiry” in JAr-usaAem - - IT'TSt~a9
Malinmphng tnde”comregprmnTglecca. Catholics arrXourdes or Fatima. Every
trca:leSa-5S”"J)acked to overflowing, and thevjailld®urroundmg/fhe city
P ‘Jo. Ulyt cecdii(i CCOtohnSH i <3

w«pe feii-od with tents and hastily erected booths, Af-~thts-rate almost a million i

—

persons” K It-Tvas (pbviousl}f)ebat pilgrims coming from Icountrie
so-romote could not bring with them their own animals for fcfee sacrifice,* a”rtHrad
X si: N d % fuAcsHelij, ~béxéiist fri-&l | gijf?
hecome-a ¢afeiocm'--*approved by the tempie au itv&s—m liuying and4seHing-gi-~-
b c'A't6» j pppf T i 1A A OsKI*IT T, c.ay cl ~fecx pu*n
vfetims~for-thc altar e Court of the Gentiles, istw if
i-A

open to pryiS\who .were not Jews}. The high priest aJ
SO -IsitlAiady "»'fa in*~**~J fto~4-. |
approved csi this arrangement S&=tiTC~vcry ppraFotioaA-r*aaomthaft ;it-brought-in-an
AryAALE IV t6 twyr/1-U*
immense rpvcanp fror th® Tpmplp Ql-a4>i-f4i4m-tenk n vtwy s-ubotrmtiil shar-e-.

Besides his commission on the sale!; of ewry oxen, heifer® sheep ar" goatjtfeat
was—s=e4d the high priest received an additional revenue»from4he-market-itithe

foltowing-mam ier. 'it-war-The rule-bha4;-the-purehaae-of-/4nimals for sacrifice could Uy"-%k&®

Sotg? lanAs

only be made through the medium of Jewish money. And the pilgrims vm©=eame «
fi-e Cfi-ivjjj £ TI-ii i Ai<’n ee<i~Th<y) j fd -/ skce n-lls*
4es-e>f-J--hft Roma.n~Em pirg& brooig-htJwlth-t-hem-moneyAhat-W -aa-used

¢ they lived— tliia~difficuityy -therefore, i ij ~
6-rJIC <S<A(t‘{ A  jpi«i fFm WL AP
»ere and there arllseeve-r the Court of the Gentiles eou-fd-h-e"ge-err tfae-tablos-of-tfee -r&bi*'* |
professinnal money changersfceacdtfafdrew ftdrftsmeatpites-of-coins ~-of various
KiTid?~sTiihlrtg-irn-the morning—sun. -At thoseAabl-ea-therpilgxim~rrhaTTgodtheir-for-eiga
money"Tnto~JeWrs-h she&kels; -anTdOn each *ueh exchange of money a certain percentage/ f

mtodid U dyJO0 fteuA Ai rf y v t 0 Lo 7o) diijtiiif
had tmbe-3" ,a 04d*Aor--ddT*'empte,-"a*djw-enbi;h.raur-hbhe-ahl+oo-raady hands of-the

=N

helgt_h& tzw(%/-.st w 3igif% rgfextes T3yvrr.~s,ub_starf,CTc,rlnrake—Q ff_.

Presently the-medatatioja?* of Caiaphas was interrupted by the arrival of another

. o kfV - _ S03Ar¢ . J
ptieslMjividently”a personi”rb of some importance, bg¢caussee he &ame-atfeiaded-Jyy a
retinue of temple officials. Caiaphas greet the newcomer with ap obsequious
respect; for it was none other thah Annas, his famous father -in-law @-the only-man

jp_.Tprus-a4™m who \arna- mHTA-irrflrrertcmt.han”Caipha-s--himself. Annas was well -known, Pty*t=
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.1 ___if . . . . y id T .d -~ Y
—not-ionly he-cause fee had himself occupied the post of high priest,” but because after'i'Lis

W -t >/UW

-year was completedyme had’contrived to .g-e-tno less than five of his ftfinvVAor- snp” -fn -
daw4 elected to that dLstmgtrirshed-offrce—on-e-aft-er-4he-afehe-r. Though an elderly man,
Annas still had a tremendous and forceful personality, and through these five members

of his family he(®aj3 >giih aM?iiseEr ~Ar™iscri a M 7still exercised
n A / f
affairs of the Temple.

Dismissing his retinue Annas sat down beside his son-in—taw on the elaborately

. rlt.
ornamented seat. For some minutes tfa@y sat in silence w*O”"rcg the busy scene below

J& L o<W. . .
W * “ « enjoying the warmth of the Spring sun on his aging shoulders. There was*

1 J D , + Atvjiiiiti f ... ,L"IA(C §ArOleysifitlcl oJ"{LK
com ple{e understanding between these two #nctty each realizit*g hf"(y—Jm p(§¥5t/a.nt tné other

f~A pla.iiz
wairfor thcTulf-ildment-of- his own plana. The son had been placed in his high position

through the influence of his father-in-law, “.nd the gf£fagr man knew that he could still

wield a great influence in the temple affairs through -whom -it
Cct[CACLA |,
30.
AN /\; *y| . - -
Noth ambitious n a « h r a f n d betirenjoyed the sense of

power which was tiw~i“sndeed tpoking round the Temple with~g”its manifold activities/""

om”™ Lj

its rising columns of sacrificial sm oke/.\ i&i- gleaming .
>

(PR®

towers, its gilded roofs®j*milling crowds, they could collectively have aaid, "We are

processions,

monarchs of all we survey. " They both belonged to the small aristocratic, well-to-do
sect of the Sadducees. Fn*her-mo”~ie®ergu”iv,o g-rfchojr cvery
Ny [d ™ he’commission? on thetsaferl~pt

=2”- They were at the zenith of their power, the undisputed leaders of the
Jewish people. \+ jjuVvi i~ -, am\j5 AI*nAF 7 i K\rN s e

X«
Little did either of these men realize that frhc-ro was already closing in upon them a-

powar-tigrcater than-theii?-s-.-a mysterious-aJmnsr. y*/fn shake

their throne to its foundations*_aad set up a UeW'kTu-fdrrm-of-it*-ow-n, Indeed vrr

Amoment the first manifestation/ of that power

"Business is brisk this morning,"” said Annas, breaking the silence.

neA
"It Willie brisker still " replied the son-in-lawr"l hear that all the roads
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are packed with pilgrims. " - Of;
It was-just-~t that v-ery moment that the two priests became:aware tha.t somefcfemg
unusual and unexpected wete-happening dowatsfehejia in the court below them. The vast
crowd of animals and men had begun to move slowly in one direction--towards the
western gate of the Court of the Gentiles*atsd Already a congested and quickening stream
of cattle and sheep”-pu&Miag-anrd®-shovm g, had”begcttr*o crow~ftowai'da the large exit
into the streets of Jerusalem. Amazed and almost stupefied the two high pii(~stsf =petst

N AN -

th ha
andr-pres-ent, watched) ’a,rwds gaing-o—a—./J)ingIed with their surprise was another

ij—a-rising tix*jxl-angG*y*"Wh r inn ftwdtr . (lilirfffM dar™i ft* t
commands in the Temple Court, a privilege
b hsugiHt. — " t -
wdnefe -Jieloiatg-ed solely to them? AndYtirthe-rmo- re. to do this openly under the very eyes
of the priests themselves <u < f-7—ailU U™t gh [ i
T J Oki>i el
/j.i_Annas w«s the stronger personality of the twolLs0Oa”"&&"ite watched, his face—sefc-
O™\

hard with an-expression-of-feoM bitter determination thaf-bedcd\IT-fce--the perpetrator
of s-UG-h"an outrageous crime interfere with the Temple program. Acting quickly,
he summoned one of the temple guards wdcu-w-as—siandin”®-not/4ar'-Erom--*~hem and ordered

/fas
him to run swiftlw--d©wa-iiito the Court of the Gentilesg% rbrlng back word gvhah |twas

allabout. Th $cu*~*+ J Lye.J >4
< k-
By thés time thla"maVY1 returned"jaxmglng anothAeerthdum the courtwas nearly y
‘fa*fal f
empty except for(the tables of the money changers and the hurdles w hich-Jaad-Tormed
~jy urUyu|p ai \a4 P, TL((m*/}-)< 4

enclosures-wher-e-Jthe'varioxis-farTY Ters~iiad~kept their cattle.

"This man saw it all, Your Holiness," said the guard. "He was there from the
beginning and saw everything. "

At this the priest turned to the newcomer expectantly.

"Everything was going fine," said the latter> "And just as.-usuak, until that new
teacher from Nazareth turned upYy)£fegE man that everybod”is talking with now. He
came in through the western gate and was followed by a group of His disciples. He
W s the cause of all the trouble.”

M a

"And what did he do?" interposed Annas at this point. ift> “\

'Well, as soon as He and-Hie-foilow-errs came right into the market, this-Je-s-tts- M*



looked around Him. with an expression of anger. He seemed to take the whole scene

in at a glance. Then, acting swiftly, He made arSdrirdf'a whip out of some cords

He found lying about* and-at—en”"~-wiJJiout—Hrer*e-a-do He began driving the cattle and
sheep before Him towards~the western gate. His face was stern and His eyes blazed
with a»g«a”The animkls turned and fled before Him--oxen, sheep and goats--in an ever-
increasing stream which altfpe-SIfbecame a Xos”sxA.by the time it-reached the
rw-hiciu.the-aumialb Lnrongea n e a ferd "Them"-~r—

ANWhen He came to the chairs bn which the men placed their cages of turtle doves
m~fo~-tithaae-who-e~ttld-nnt-'-a-fford’+o-buy-other-animala) He turned to the dealers and

said, ,§Take these things away ”taiceRthese Lhitige-hghgg”and do not make my Father ‘s
house a place of barter.-r He spoke m—ie{.\\zl(t)li(oe—o—f—such authority that none darg'idisobey.
He was less gentle when He came to the tables of the money-changers. He went right

up to them and then suddenly--Bang! Bang! He hit out this way and that way, right and
left, tip went their tables with all the$ glistening piles of carefully counted money*
aw-angod in*>l*dgg. scattering- h~~"an-d-Hrpr-e evoryv~he-r-e-a-mon-gst. fhn-straw nnH fildh -
«TATT-dril It,) m *T-1‘rF~?5I—|Ttnrnr1 laftaarh| BTtiknt nf fh(j) nyirrT|<j%t\rn a.ddressing the whole gr-eup

. *& av A Uni ©<*Tj*Jf-im s dlg*J

ssf those who had been trafficking in the temple, this Jesus®-s-aiehand Hi-s-vei-ee-r-ang-out
difcerfjudgtaent, ™Is it not written that my Father’s"Hiouse shall be known among all
nations as arouse of prayer? And you have turned it into a den of thieves/

Furthermore He would not allow anybody to use the Temple court as a shortcut from
one part of the city to another; and He sent back those who were carrying their wares
across the court and, strangely enough, they meekly obeyed Him.

The JHigh priest and his father-in-law listened to this account without a-word of
comment, but i£uSafca*3—feftsy that they—w—crcr-r?ot?]"_gi;il;\%yg’\ifegfcécd)iE;tht’r The anger
which filled their hearts was rsf-a-'veasy different nature from that which had burned in
the heart of this new prophet-caus+ag Him ta-tet®-to'tke~Tprnpl

AW's was a just anger which sprang from the love and reverence for y~God (:@r
whose honor the Temple had been buil*the angerof the priests was the fury of thwarted

ANfXNS~" jd~JpU TkorE*9 -
greed androf frustrated pride nnd rmthnHty .fimijn'h harl been ftoTTreM.

It was time for action —swift prompt and decisive. A fte“brief conversation vetwhich



Annas ta&fe=4ke-tead, the two high priests made their way toward the beautiful gate at
the easter edd of the Court of the Women. they summoned half a dozen
crj*jsgtru of"!'tem ple guards fey-Tt was'mbvfeTSgi*Ertfae.ir*intf nfr.iort to arrest this im -
pudent disturber of the peace®a”-dto put Him-in prison. Meanwhile, Jesus and His
followers had moved wit fmwa.i to the
magnificent "Solomon’s Porfl" as it was called,double column@ ed marble pillar®
supporting a gold«»-studded roof. There He was addressing a large crowd most of
"Thnm rnn mitnriirn thfr*rtTrreerirmg fif*hamTnmplr (j n A

The high priest in all his pontifical robes and his father-in-law, Annas, together
with the *BTemple guards approached the spot where Jesus was teaching, -it-
soon beeame gbvious ftilftt they were coming specially o speak to Him, —
-eA"Tthe commotion that‘hégir;—%?ktéﬁuplae—e-that morning. The air became snddgnly tense
“ajadofassfcrie as everyone realized that an encounter was about to take place before them.
The Carpenter Prophet of Gal/ilee made no attempt to avoid the approaching party; in
fact when it wasMJtatfee clear that the high priest was coming to speak to Him, He quietly
rose, and took a few steps forward to meet him.

There w,as §omething about-i"éhe mien of this new teacher, so calm and majestic,

s-u-r-e-of him aMf>yet without a_f(_:rarrlezef ostentation tieet the high prie&t hesitat«d/and

A seemed for a moment to think tfegr,teethecr of his original intention \yhieh was tb arrest

Jesus and také'Him prisoner. “‘in-ill's*henrtation \,vi?]en he r)./rua?liiﬁléri

5v
hew considerable wa-s-the crowd that wifrh Jesusjf and 5T« clear by-Lire exp”es-sion

| MNP W 0-6eialciA 2 ib
that their sympathies w-ore entirely with Him ancLchat-thay-mjghtrxaily-to

N a - id X c n e e
tke-*pfpnsp of their Ur ih-kfrA-n""-pang-P-an inf“l Inmili-«d *
N 7
wfinld pnnfmrrrd HkrrTnnd wHiilili-inl rm nlfr thr mnftm rnr ip

Instead”hhereJoEigj. of signing t©fe&e guards to arrest Jesus, the high priest,—as-soon—
as he harme face'hO'facelwith-Him said in a loud clear voice, "What sign do you show us
as awarrant that ypu do these things. "

J%gS.£s he sgjLd-thie he waved his arms towards the deserted market place behind

. \o/ V\?&ﬁ, u K . cler-
him. In other words it'Tmeant "What Is-your authority t&at you dare to take upon

yourselfffee act in this way*'l
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There was a moment of jétense” dramatic silencé”-tl*e silence heavy with
suspense and expectancy. Then in a strom
clear voice the Gal/ilean Prophet,ManaaénftyrMehgught Him.s¢;ro4 =) replied, "Destroy
this temple and in thjee days I will build it up again. "

Thig, reply w-as &-unexp&cted and- so-Textra:grdina.ify~thah-'both tfee high priest*awsid
hés party and the crowds around Jesus* i a fcw-Tuomcuts-arS if they
anxirvng” i~nto-ciiAua<-*t.r.r»irin® around Caiaphas pointed first to the actual temple
buildings in all thrir -morning splendor and then to the various courts and finally to
the two hundred and fifty onermousiy massive pillars tha®/fcuppsi®ted the Por
Solomon;0”76 above them and said," "Six and forty years was this temple in building
and will you raise it up again in three days?"

-Ms

Jesus made no attempt to ;labdrate Hie-=gc«markablo and enigmatic statement, twafc
A ¢ Hj-ixdib>\o«<t]

remained ii j. He was completely master of the situation and ife'wns ey -
He--not the high priest-- T indicated that the interview

\,
was a-t-aa=eftd. VWerLg>

Left te-them&alv-as g few minutes later the two priests* discussed the incident.
"What do you suppose He meant?" Caiaphas.
"l do not know, said the elder man, "But | know one thing, we have not seen the

last of thés Carpenter Prophet; He is a dangerous fellow.

"The man must be mad to make a remark like that, ", said the son-in-law, "and
yet He did not look or behave as though He warSIKktxact©d-d'n Hi-s-vrits. "

"Mark my word," said Annas, "if that Man is mad there is method jurhi<jff madness.

I am certain that His words had real meaning and significance/w4iiebrw»ne da”w ill
become clear to us, meanwhile such madness must not go unwatched. "

Then turning to ane of the guards he said, "Go”and fetch me Amon of Beth s*ida”
afcGHESi you'll find him operating at the far side of the big altar* ancftell him to come,
immediately.

About ten minutes alll}/lar Amon arrived--he was also a priest but of a lesser etegiEB--

ile bowed deferentially to his superiors,

"Amnn, " said Annas, "l have a special assignment for you(fee-d©;
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'Yes, Y-our"Holinoes. 1l

f,You know that Jesus of Nazareth that everyone is talking about?'

ttM-Qreptef

'Yes, Your Holiness, | have seen Him several limes."

"Well, I want you to give-up your present work in the ffemple 3fgS fa)ying- 1 Ib +§
'NANLAY Sianr’and disguisé_/yoursfelf/ésTfoIIowJH"kVé/herever He goes. very now
and then, as the occasion offers, you.w*Il send me a written report about Him and

: ' o fy YA :
Hxs doings, and-withta apecial- hefer-ene&to His effect on the common people. |
will arrange with thé Temple Treasurer to provide yon widi'alllic-hg-fr-4-g'~fforgary-fa-f

YfSIl expenses. But yau-are -to remember that you are doing this incognito and no one

is to have the slightest suspicion that you are a Temple spy, do you understand?"

"Yes, Your Excellency, | understand."

"Very well then, you can begin tomorrow. "
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