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S 28 o B 7o
STATEMENT OF WALTER 0, BURKE, ATTORNEY
BEFORE THE SUBCOMUITTEE ON CT¥IL FUNCTIONS AND IILITAKY CONSTRUCTION OF THE
HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE DURING HEARINGS ON THE POOL LEVEL OF THE
GARRISON DAM IN NORTH DAKOTA,

February 18, 195,
iy nane is Walter O Dudte I an an attomey at Williston, North

Dakota, where I have practiced law for 20 years, I am the President of the
Upper llssourd Development Associntion, an organization composed of land amers
mmwmwmmwummmtmwm
Reservoir in North Dakota ab the operation level of 1850 feot.,
Three principal arguments are advanced by those who favor the
higher operation lovel,
Firgb, 1t 1o claimed that the high level is necessary because of
the proposed rillion acre irrigaticn project in central and eastern North Dakota,
Second, it is claimed that the hisher operating level is necessary
MWMMWMwamW,M
Third, thet 1t will aid mavigation and flood conbrole
Mmm;ummmmﬂmwamamm
with a eity of 12,000 population and two Lmigation projects ab the head of

ﬂl m : /



ﬂmpeophmmlmpmmwmn(vbappmdtotm&ﬁgabi.mmojm
in eentral and eastern North Dakota, Mr. Wegley, representing the frrigation
dht.z'm,mdnr.nitmbh.mwwofmoi:hy,!uveuphimdtomthn
oroblens waich Garrisan Reservoir will creates Ve are asking that the construce
timd%uprMiumhmdmﬂmhtMunumd
Mmmmmjmhmmfum,mmﬁmmm
in that area desire irrigation, Only preliminary work has been done an this
orojecte The December, 1953 veport of the Bureau of Reclamtion on the
Garrison Diversion Irrigation Project concludes with this statements

"It is recommended that field and office surveys be

ﬁod&tod in cooperation with all affected agencies
til a final deeision has been reached as to the feasi-
bility of development, That thereafter activities on the
Garrison Diversion Unit be guided by that finding."

. izabi ewis
the work in connection with the organization of the L ey ol

1 did much of
ﬁ and Clark and the Buford Trenton projects g o
IR T —— T R
the acquisition of lands on the Lewis and Clark Project. These projects were
approwdatatimrhanwmtwmdjnﬁpuudthrwghthamntdrmh
period in its history. Emu,ammtmmroffamr'umgmtm

Wmnlmtax&toamm&'ylammmmﬂdfm. Today,

Mmmwwadgwdmmmmmtam,w



The people whon I represent are not opposed to the irrigation project
in central and eastern lorth Dakotas Mr. Wegley, representing the Lrrigation
dhm,andur.nitum‘bh,tlawwofmoity,haveoxplaimdtomﬁw
problmmidhwnommirﬁllmte. We are asking that the construce
timott&aoprdbmiwvwkahwmﬂmhtmuitummd
Mmdmﬂummmjmuwamfum,mthatmmm
in that area desire irrigations Only preliminary work has been done an this
projecte The December, 1953 report of the Burean of Reclamtion on the

Garrison Diversion Irrigation Project concludes with this statements

'Rhmmmodtmbfioldmdofﬁcombo
wﬂt«i in cooperation with all affected agencies
il a final deeision has been reached as to the feasi-
bility of development, That thereafter activities on the
Garrison Diversion Unit be guided by that finding.®

s8I was the
land purchasing agent for the North Dakote Rural Rehabilitation Gorporation in
thcquiaitimoflandnanthemmmarkm;jm. These projects were
approved at a time when our section had just passed through the worst drouth
period in its history, Even so, a substantial number of farmers living in the
project were reluctant to ohange from dry land to irrigated farming, Today,
after several years of good rainfall in that area, where i THINB-eseuch ene—



I seriously doubt whether the farmers
would approve these projects, I den't think we will be able to establish another
w&mmmmmmm&amummnmmm.
mmmwummmmmyn-sdmmmmy
of Bismarck, consisting of 12,000 acres, was organizede A dam hos been
Wm%%ﬂmwmmummaaom0@'33,639,000.
AN
mwwwwwl(mgmmmgammnm.m
Mmﬂnﬂm&-&thhﬁwbmwmmgmdubﬂntmwmw
mmofhatm,omammgcfma,SOOm. No repayment contract
lMWWWWMMWmMMM%RMﬁMW.
Mamwmmmumwmummm,cw
to our 1, When the people of western North Dakota hesitate to establish an
thmm,xmwmcwwcmmmwrm
mmmomwmgummm&mwmmemwwmm
tinullmgﬁufarwaﬁﬁatmmtmmﬁtlwkﬂmtmmmm
Mhhwamuldubmaomfamu%. The average sizme farm in that area

uabmtmmtimmdumﬂyanmdbyﬁnfawuﬂnmﬁotm.

It is our hope that any appropriations to acquire additional land or to establish



-
protective works for our ares be delayed until the feasibility and the desire of

the farmers there for irrigation is determined, If they want irrigation then,
Willisten will have no further objection.

It is ow conclusion that the additional power produced by the higher
operating level will not be required for many years, It has been said this
additional power is presently needed by the R.E.A. co-opd ' Fort Peck Dam, 140
mﬂutothnnm of Williston, is presently generating 85,000 kilowatts of
firm power, plus 63,000 kilowatts of dump power, Its ulbimate capacity wika \
mmwwmmwmm,imm.pmm,ommww
dump power. thMwmm.h;vw,wmmummm
is now no market for such additional power, The Montana Dakota Utilities
Company, which serves much of western North Dakota and eastern Montana, is
mﬁ@giﬁafmplm-mmtamumwwmﬁm It is using
Fort Peck power instead, The R.EsA, has a lignite coal power plant at Velva
in central North Dakoba, capable of producing in excess of 10,000 kilowatts,
Due to a lack of market demand it has been operating at only li0f of sapacity

during the last 11 months, The cost of producing that power, exolusive of

fmdmﬂfwmummmmm,umh.hm.



IWWU&%MMMM&,M
lomtts fhm pese MWammwmum
caused Ly cperating at the lovel that Willisten desives, will reduce thab
by about 20,000 kllombte, In addiition bo Gareison, the Cabe and Part Randall
Dapa dn South Daliota will produce an additional 519,000 ldlomtts Sl powers
To thds wo should add the Gaving Polnb Dma dn lebwasis with an addisional
m@m

The total sverage consupbion of all of the N.Gehe Comops in North
Dalsote for the fiscal your ending Jwme 30, 1953, is 37,30 ldlemtis, which is
lose than the capacity of the Velws plat alonee Consuwmption of eloctriclty
by Rallehs in Harbh Daliota last year increased 12§, and it is estimated the auwwal
increase will be aboub 10fe The populabion in this avea hus been increasing
vory slolye mmwmmmmmm&m
liag decroased 17,000 sinoe tho 1950 cansus.

Howrth Dalota has bililons of tens of lignite doal which can produce
poner ab cosl copurable to the ook of preduoing power ob Garrison Lo, Ancthor
mmmxmmmmnwnmwmmnm

lnwectnont far leas than the cost of the protective wels ab Villisie to



offset any loss of power by operating Garrison Dam at a level which would make

such protective works wmecessarye. Encugh lignite coal will be covered up by the
higher operating level to furnish the fuel for many years.

General. Potter, in o recent stabement o a Senate Comnittes, placed
considerable stress upon the 1952 flood which created so much damage on the
lower lississippi. mmm,m,mmmrmmzmsm&vx
of these flood walers came in below Garrison Dame There was only a normal runoff
%m& Williston is 200 river miles from Garrison Dame, If the

operating head of the lake were left directly below Willisten, it would mean

Shad only a difference of a few milese, It is plamned to construct additional

dans in tributaries of the Yellowstene,
W%BM Potter, in his statement, left the impression
that the Great Northern Nailroad which would be Tivewselsy affected, has approved
their plans On February 10, ire Davidson of Willisten received the following
telogran from the Engineering Department of the. Great Northern Railroads

"Your verbal inquiry, Great Northern Railway Co presently
is studying final plans subnitted Ly Army Englneers covering
Garrison Reservoir Dikes viei Williston, But as of this
date has not yet approved said o 4

proposed
The Bureau of Reclamation considers the protective works oppesed by

the Army Engineers as economigally unjustified, In a letter by L. No MeQlellan,



Assistant Commissioner and Chief Engineer of the Denver 0ffice of the Reclamation
Bureau, t0 Coke He Le xm.\u¥', District Dngineer of the Garrison project, lire
licClellan statess

*Itdoecmtamwtomthntmamwitmnfsh,éﬁ,om
for the probection of 2,6L0 acres of the east bottom area of
wwmmwmmnmmhﬁtwfw
WWMMWWWoMmt of the
carrison Reservoir, The gradual rise in river level due to

tion will, of course, increase the flood hazard, butb
since this will develop slowly, it would appear desirable to
defer construction of protective works, except in the area
mmnmummwmmzoramocmm&u
ithapwmagmthprweﬁodtoapomm
the flood threat is apparent.®

Itmtounthatthuqmmmdslﬂﬁ;pwmwmof
Buford-Trenton, $75k4 per irrigated acre for Lewis and Clark cannot be Justified
on any econcmical basls.

mnmtmom,ﬁﬁmdm.mmmmmnm

pDakota desire irrigation, then the protective works can be established, or

that the request of the Ary Engineers for an
prec/ele appropriation of




e S

Until that time arrives, however, we urge that the language of the
Senate Report Civil Functions Department of the Army Appropriation Bill
Fiscal Year 1951;/ which, in effect, states that:

®lo part of the funds appropriated for Garrison Dam and reservoir
be used for the purchase or condemnation of land above elevation 180
or for the construction of protective works in the vicinity of
Williston, North Dakota, or for the Buford-Trenton and Lewis and Clark
Irrigation District be retained in the appropriation bills %

The population in that area of the llissouri River Basin will
increase very slowly, as it has in the past, and large amounts of additional

pover will not be required in the immediate future,

The controversy in the past has been between an operating pool level

of 1830 and 1850 feeto, Williston has offered to compromise at 1840, That Wou;d

: below
leave the head of the lake immediately BXdyf Williston and our irrigation projects.

However, the Army Engineers have rejected our compromise proposal,
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