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Abstract: The present study examined the topic introduction and its development in Japanese dyadic

conversation between new acquaintances. In order to examine how the practice of topic introduction and

its development might vary depending on the interlocutors’ perceived age and gender, we examined the

conversation data in which three base subjects were asked to interact with six different partners who differ

in age and gender. The main results are as follows.

1) The older speaker introduces topics more frequently in general.

2) The older speaker introduces hearer-oriented topics in relatively higher rate than speaker-oriented
topics.

3) The speaker and interlocutor collaboratively develop a topic regardless of age and gender relationship
between speakers.

4) There are four sub-categories in ‘topic development,’ that is, ‘delving,” ‘focusing,” ‘clarifying’ and

‘co-constructing.’

5) ‘Delving’ is observed most frequently within the four types of ‘topic development.’

6) Incomplete utterances in 'topic development' are used more frequently toward older interlocutors.

These findings can be applied to the study for making more natural utterances and topic-developments, by the

computer in a human computer interaction.
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1 FHEENEGEOEE L EEE Z & O E OREHT
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FEREA ZDfth it
AEHE (%) AEHE (%) HEEE (%)
%t FPE  11(6.6%) 156(93.4%) 167 (100. 0%)
BHE  BEpE 12(8.5%) 130(91.5%)  142(100. 0%)
%t Rk 5(3. %) 131(96.3%)  136(100. 0%)
Fi&%  BEpE 13(8.7%) 136(91.3%)  149(100. 0%)
ik FE 25(13.6%) 159(86.4%)  184(100. 0%)
BF B 16(12.6%) 111(87.4%)  127(100. 0%)
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BF  HEM 15(93.8%) 1(6. 3%) 16/(100. 0%)
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q L [ME 15(68.2%) 7(31.8%) 22(100. 0%)
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. [ 15(75. 0%) 5(25. 0%) 20 (100. 0%)
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. il 7(50. 0%) 7(50. 0%) 14.(100. 0%)
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B FE 13(28.3%) 33(71. 7%) 46 (100. 0%)
Bt 15(39.5%) 23(60. 5%) 38(100. 0%)
o IAE S 17(34.0%) 33 (66. 0%) 50 (100. 0%)
I Bt 20(51.3%) 19(48. 7%) 39(100. 0%)
- FE 21(51.2%) 20 (48. 8%) 41 (100. 0%)
Bt 12(63.2%) 7(36. 8%) 19.(100. 0%)
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A B Z A, it

BEE (%) BEE (%) AEHE (%)
xf FE  44(26.3%) 123(73. 7%) 167 (100. 0%)
HE  HME 42(29.6%) 100(70.4%)  142(100. 0%)

FEE 40(29. 4%) 96 (70. 6%) 136 (100. 0%)
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F 11 FEERBAFEGEOXOTERNEOBE LIS

Er sl ZDfh Bl

HEEE %) HEEE (%) BEFE (%)
aL A 46(28. 4%) 116(71. 6%) 162 (100. 0%)
Byt 38(25.2%) 113(74.8%)  151(100. 0%)
.. M 50(36.2%) 88(63. 8%) 138(100. 0%)
I Bt 39(29. 1%) 95(70. 9%) 134(100. 0%)
it 41(23.8%) 131(76.2%  172(100. 0%)

i B 20(21.5%) 73(78. 5%) 93 (100. 0%)
AN D LERETH, [AFREOSFE T, FhdRE
BRFSREOBE 21T F 0 20372\, —FEEA X 7-558E

22T,
LEA D,
3.2 a FEERBAREOEESHME
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A L, & PO M SE LIS H 5

(A%Xnﬁﬁ)
SEfE ks T 7t
AEHE (%) AEEE (%) HEEE (%)
%t FrE 26(59.1%) 18(40. 9%) 44(100. 0%)
BHE  EpE 29(70.7%) 12(29. 3%) 41 (100. 0%)
%t FPE 28(70.0%) 12(30. 0%) 40 (100. 0%)
Fi&  BpE 37(77.1%) 11(22. 9%) 48(100. 0%)
%t FPE 39(79.6%) 10(20. 4%) 49 (100. 0%)
BF  EME 27(87.1%) 4(12. 9%) 31(100. 0%)
F 12 FRERBISEEE O X OSSR DOMERE & EIS
CefaBtET)
SEfE Py T #
BEE (%) SEE (%) BEE (%)
. B 38(82.6%) 8(17. 4%) 46 (100. 0%)
Bt 31(83.8%) 6(16. 2%) 37(100. 0%)
. EE 29(58. 0%) 21 (42. 0%) 50 (100. 0%)
BPE 31(79.5%) 8(20. 5%) 39(100. 0%)
FPE 20(50. 0%) 20 (50. 0%) 40 (100. 0%)
T BPE 947, 4%) 10(52. 6%) 19.(100. 0%)

uﬁ%ﬂﬁ@%@%&i@ KEEFEFO DA K 10 1R
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#9 FHEEBIREEOFEESE N OSE L EIE
(N—2EEF)
&6 LFEm) i & Tk it
HEE (%) HBEE (%) AEHE (%)

%t EE 36(81.8%) 8(18. 2%) 44.(100. 0%)
BE B 33(78.6%) 9(21. 4%) 42(100. 0%)
bs) EE 32(80. 0%) 8(20. 0%) 40(100. 0%)
F% B 22(45.8%) 26 (54. 2%) 48(100. 0%)
st MM 31(63.3%) 18(36. 7%) 49(100. 0%)
AT HEM 18(56.3%) 14(43. 8%) 32(100. 0%)
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L 18 1 11 2 32 ne,
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I7] 13 2 24 7 46 22 YMO2 | . F5TTh
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Al 15 5 29 1 50 REDRAL DAL, SMOL (FRET 2 ENEFT, 7— MOKF
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Y 20 7 9 3 39 %L CW\5, BFO2 |[ZZFD5FEE%ITT, 51 T ITH, »
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Il 19 2 19 1 41 ZEALT-%, 54 T I 7aR—X45L%x] 58Tl
HoO#E 46.3% (99 46.3%  @5%  (100.0%) L&) pE] GRS T NT 7\ viRa TR A B
TR 12 2 6 0 20 (TS HEGEA R L T D,
% (60. 0%) (10. 0%) (30. 0%) (0.0%  (100. 0%)
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11 OFEETES 16-1, 16-2, 17-1, 17-2 BAZIUTY725),
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/YLIEY
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FHeEF DI, sHHISE: TR L E%E%J\O)ft
T3 L X DRI S — 2 IR AT ORFEINT LY, 4
R AAGE T « HATEAETE 2, %ﬁ%%ﬁmjt
SRR (AARIZE Y & 7' 1), 130-145 (1995)
Usami Mayumi.: Discourse politeness in Japanese conversation:
Some implications for a universal theory of politeness. Hituzi
Syobo, pp. 1-343 (2002)
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