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OBJECTIVE: Decrease the 
disparity between timeliness of 
teleconsults initiated in community 
vs tertiary care hospitals

BACKGROUND
NE is as a clinical syndrome of 
abnormal neurological function in 
neonates >35 weeks GA
TH inclusion criteria can be 
challenging to assess 
NE teleconsult evaluations in 
tertiary care centers are feasible
In a prior study, time for NE 
consult was about 5 hours for 
community hospital born babies1

NE: Neonatal Encephalopathy,  TH: Therapeutic Hypothermia

METHODS
Prospective study
1 tertiary care center, 9 community 
hospitals
1o outcome: time to initial consult 
Provider survey 

We studied the feasibility of 
teleconsults in community 

hospitals for neonatal 
encephalopathy evaluation
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FINDINGS
Community neonates time to consult improved from 5hrs in the prior 
study to 1.5hrs in this study
All community pediatricians reported teleconsults assisted with clinical 
decision making 
Serial consults can help triage transfers

Teleconsults in community hospitals can 
successfully be performed to assess neonatal 

encephalopathy
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