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Abstract: In the last few decades, fluoride glasses have attracted a growing interest due to their
unique advantages compared to multi-component oxide glasses. Among them, the most studied
and widely used were fluorozirconate glasses, represented by ZrFs—BaF,-LaF;—AlF;—NaF
(ZBLAN) glasses. However, compared with ZBLAN glasses, a kind of fluorozirconate glass
with the components ZrFs—BaF,—YF3;—AlF3 (ZBYA) has higher thermal and chemical stability.
In this paper, we first introduce the advantages of ZBYA glasses compared to ZBLAN glasses.
Then we review and discuss recent advances in research on luminescence and lasing in ZBYA
glass and fiber. These studies suggest that ZBYA glass has strong potential for use as a gain
medium material in high power mid-infrared fiber lasers.

© 2022 Optica Publishing Group under the terms of the Optica Open Access Publishing Agreement

1. Introduction

In 1961, Sniter first reported lasing in a Nd** doped barium crown glass, proving that the glass
material can be used as laser gain medium material [1]. Since then, laser gain glass has been
developed rapidly. Compared with crystalline materials, laser gain glass has been widely used
in many applications such as solid-state lasers and glass fiber lasers because of its reliance on
simple and mature fabrication methods, adjustable glass components, good optical quality and
optical uniformity. Oxide glasses, due to their good chemical stability and mechanical properties,
have attracted great attention and have been widely studied [2—-6]. However, the high phonon
energy of oxide glass results in a higher probability of non-radiative mechanisms in rare-earth
(RE) doped glasses, which restricts their use in applications involving luminescence.

Fluoride glass is a non-oxide glass, which has low phonon energy (as low as 510 cm™!), a broad
transparency range (0.22 pm-7 um) and can tolerate relatively high doping levels (up to 10%).
The discovery of fluorozirconate glasses in the 1970s [7], resulted substantial research efforts
in the areas of luminescent materials and infrared optical devices using such glasses. Research
on fluoride glasses mainly focuses on fluorozirconate glasses, fluoroaluminate glasses and
fluoroindate glasses. In particular, fluorozirconate glasses, represented by ZBLAN glasses, has
been intensively studied, given its wide transmission window and low phonon energy. However,
ZBLAN glasses have very poor chemical and thermal stability, resulting in a degradation in the
optical performance limiting its use in real-world applications. It is crucial therefore to investigate
glass materials which simultaneously combine good optical properties with high thermal and
chemical stability.

In 1984, a form of novel fluorozirconate glasses with the components ZrF,—BaF,—YF3;—AlF;
was reported by Vaughn and Risbud for the first time [8]. Compared with ZBLAN glasses, the
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Journal © 2022 Received 31 Jan 2022; revised 3 Mar 2022; accepted 9 Mar 2022; published 17 Mar 2022


https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1919-4055
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7576-9151
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9321-3395
https://doi.org/10.1364/OA_License_v2#VOR-OA
https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1364/OME.455410&amp;domain=pdf&amp;date_stamp=2022-03-17

m Vol. 12, No. 4/1 Apr 2022/ Optical Materials Express 1543

= B
{ g

NaF component was removed, as it readily absorbs water and YF3, which has a higher melting
point, was introduced. ZBYA glasses are therefore theoretically more chemically stable and
possess a higher glass transition temperature (Tg) and crystallization temperature (Tx). It is not
surprising then that the optical properties of ZBYA glasses have been extensively studied.

In this paper, the properties of ZBYA glasses and ZBLAN glasses are presented in Section
2. The thermal and chemical properties of these two types of fluorozirconate glasses are then
compared. Then in Section 3, recent research progress in our laboratory on ZBYA fluorozirconate
glasses and fibers is reviewed and discussed. These experimental results demonstrate that ZBYA
glass material has good optical properties, a high rare-earth solubility and low phonon energy;
therefore, it has great potential for application in the fiber lasers.

2. Synthesis and properties of ZBYA glasses

ZBYA glass, given its low phonon energy, wide transmission window, and improved stability
make it an excellent gain medium material in the mid-infrared region where emissions are
challenging to obtain from silicate and oxide glasses [9,10]. However, to be useful as gain
medium in optical fiber lasing applications, there are a series of specific parameters for optical
glasses which are critical, such as the glass transition temperature, thermal and chemical stability,
transmission spectral range and maximum phonon energy. In this section, we briefly discuss the
synthesis of ZBYA glasses and basic physical characterizations of ZBYA glass materials are also
summarized in this section.

2.1. ZBYA glass synthesis

The fabrication of ZBYA glass is performed using a conventional melt quenching method. In
our experiments, raw materials powders with a purity of more than 99.9% were fully mixed
with the molar ratio of 50ZrF4-33BaF,-10YF3-7AlF;. The mixing of the materials is carried
out in a nitrogen-filled glove box to avoid contamination by air and moisture. Then, the mixed
samples were added into platinum crucibles and heated in a muffle furnace at 850 °C for 2 h.
The completely molten high-temperature glass liquid was poured onto a copper plate preheated
at 320 °C and annealed in a muffle furnace for 3 h to eliminate glass stress. The liquid was then
naturally cooled to room temperature to obtain glass samples. The entire preparation was carried
out in a glove box filled with dry nitrogen to eliminate hydroxyl contamination of the glasses.

2.2. Optical properties of ZBYA glass

The Raman spectrum and transmission spectrum over the range 200 nm — 10000 nm of the
un-doped ZBYA glass sample are shown in Fig. 1. The peaks in the Raman spectrum are caused
by lattice vibrations, and the maximum Raman shift peak is located at 571 cm™', which is
attributed to the vibration of the Zr-F bond in the [ZrFg] octahedron. As result the maximum
phonon energy of ZBYA glass can be determined as ~ 570 cm™!, as confirmed by Fig. 1(a).
The ZBYA glass also has a broad transparency range (200-9000 nm) and possesses outstanding
transmittance (around 90%) over the range of 500-6000 um due to its low phonon energy, as
depicted in Fig. 1(b). The very slight absorption dip in the region around 3 pm is the result of
residual OH™ vibrations in the glass. It can be concluded then that ZBYA glass has similar phonon
energy and transparency range to ZBLAN glass, but to give ZBYA glass a decisive advantage in
near and mid-infrared band applications, ZBYA glass needs to be able to demonstrate improved
thermal and chemical stability compared to ZBLAN glass.

2.3. Thermal properties of ZBYA glass

The thermal stability of a glass is defined as the performance of a glass subjected to severe
temperature changes without incurring catastrophic damage. Among the key thermal parameters
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Fig. 1. (a) Raman spectrum of undoped ZBYA glass sample. (b) Transmission spectrum of
the 2.0 mm thick ZBYA glass.

of glass, the glass transition temperature (Tg) is the characteristic temperature where the glass
changes from the glassy state to the highly elastic state as a result of heating and the glass
crystallization temperature (Tx) is the characteristic temperature where the glass begins to
crystallize. Differential scanning calorimetry (DSC) was used to measure the Tg and Tx of ZBYA
and ZBLAN glasses, as shown in Fig. 2. From this experiment, the Tg and Tx values of ZBYA
glass are determined as 333 °C and 405 °C, which are 68 °C and 75 °C higher respectively,
compared to ZBLAN glass.

Tx=330°C

Tg=265°C

DSC (mW/mg)

[ Tg=333°C Tg=405°C
200 250 300 350 400 450
Temperature (°C)

Fig. 2. DSC curves of ZBYA and ZBLAN glass samples and the characteristic temperature.

In addition to Tg and Tx, the figure-of-merit (Rs) parameter, sometimes called the shock
resistance, is commonly used to quantify the thermal-mechanical properties of optical glass
material. The Rs for glass materials is determined by thermal conductivity k, Poisson’s ratio
v, coefficient of thermal expansion «, elastic modulus E, and fracture stress o r. The detailed
formula is expressed as follows [11]:

_ K-y 0

R
s aE

The measured parameters and the calculated Rs of ZBYA glass are shown in Table 1. The
calculated Rs of ZBYA glass is 0.197, which is larger than that of ZBLAN glass (0.138) [12].
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The higher Tg of ZBYA glass means a higher laser damage resistance, and the larger Rs values
indicate that ZBYA glass could be able to withstand stronger thermal shock rather than ZBLAN
in high-power laser systems.

Table 1. Thermal and Mechanical parameters of ZBYA glass

K (W/m/K) v a (107%/K) E (Gpa) or (Mpa-m'/?) Rs (W-m!/2)
0.61 0.22 19.4 55.9 0.45 0.197

2.4. Chemical stability of ZBYA glass

Understanding the chemical stability is also important for the prediction of the optical performance
of fluoride glass. The chemical stability of fluorozirconate glasses is mainly reflected in their
resistance to water erosion. In 2014, Tanya Moron et al. studied the chemical durability of
fluorozirconate and fluoroindate glasses in deionized water [13]. Fluorozirconate glasses exhibit
multi-layered hydrate of different compositions after immersion in water, resulting in a reduction
in transmittance, especially at 2.9 um and 6.1 pum band, attributed to the absorption of OH™ and
OHO, respectively.

ZBYA glass and ZBLAN glass samples were subjected to water immersion experiments to
study the chemical stability of ZBYA glass. The undoped ZBYA and ZBLAN glasses were
polished and cut into samples with a size 10 X 10 X 1.4 mm for subsequent measurements. Both
glasses were immersed in deionized water for different durations (0 h, 12 h, 24 h), then dried in a
muffle furnace with a nitrogen atmosphere at 100 °C for 12 hours. The transmittance spectra and
weights of the samples of the two glass types for different immersion durations were recorded and
are shown in Fig. 3. Before immersion, both glass types have a transmittance of around 90% over
the range of 500-6000 pm. After reaction with water, both ZBLAN and ZBYA glasses showed a
decrease in transmittance, and two strong absorption peaks occurred at 2.9 pum and 6.1 um bands.
However, the transmittance of ZBYA glass decreased less as a function of immersion duration
compared to ZBLAN glass (See Fig. 3(a) and 3(b)), suggesting that the hydrolysis reaction of the
ZBYA glass was slower. As shown in the comparison in Fig. 3(c), after 24 hours of immersion,
ZBLAN glass is almost completely opaque, while ZBYA glass still has a transmittance of around
50% in the 4-6 um band.

Both two glasses lost weight to varying degrees after drying, mainly due to the high solubility
of ZrF, in water and the exchange of F~ and OH™. However, it is known that the introduction of
alkali glass modifiers to fluoride glasses (such as Li, Na and K) will increase their reaction rates
[15-18], resulting in ZBLAN glass having a much higher weight loss than that of ZBYA glass, as
shown in Fig. 3(d). These results suggest that the NaF-free ZBYA glass has better resistance to
deliquescence, which provides for a longer working life in humid environments.

In summary, the characteristic parameters of ZBLAN glass and ZBYA glass are listed in
Table 2.[19-22]. Consequently, ZBYA glasses may be considered a promising candidate for MIR
optical applications.
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Fig. 3. Transmission spectrum of (a) ZBLAN and (b) ZBYA glasses after leaching in
deionized for different time (c) Spectral comparison of ZBLAN and ZBYA glass samples

after 24 h leaching in deionized (d) Loss of weight comparison of ZBLAN and ZBYA glass
samples after leaching in deionized water [14].

Table 2. Comparison of basic properties between
ZBLAN glass and ZBYA glass

Value ZBLAN | ZBYA

Maximum phonon energy(cm™') ~580 ~571

Transmission range(Tx90%) (um) 0.2-6 0.2-6
Transition temperature (Tg) (°C) 265 333
Crystallization temperature (Tx) (°C) 330 405
Thermal conductivity (W/m/K) 0.63 0.61
Poisson’s ratio 0.31 0.22
Coefficient of thermal expansion (10~%/K) 17.2 19.4
Elastic modulus (Gpa) 58.3 559
Fracture stress (Mpa~m]/ 2y 0.32 0.45

Ry, Figure-of-merit (W-m'/2) 0.138 0.197
Density (g/cm?) 433 4.53
Refractive index (@ 589 nm) 1.499 1.504
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3. Recent research based on ZBYA glass

3.1.  MIR luminescence properties

ZBYA glass have recently attracted a lot of research interest because of its low phonon energy
and excellent optical properties over the mid-infrared region. In 2013, Huang et al. studied the
intensive fluorescence of 2.7 um in highly Er’* doped ZBYA glass and suggested that Er** doped
ZBYA glass has potential application in 2.7 um lasers [23]. They also investigated the energy
transfer mechanism of Er**/Ho3*, Er’*/Pr’*, Er**/Tm>* co-doped ZBYA glass to improve the
A~ 2.7 um emission [24,25].

A ~ 2.9 um MIR emission can be obtained from transition %Hy3 2= 5H;5 /2 level in Dy3+ ion,
which is longer than that of Er3*: 41, 12— T3 /2 [26]. In 2020, we investigated and discussed the
MIR emission in Dy**/Tm>* co-doped ZBYA glass under the excitation of an 808 nm laser diode
and proved that the MIR fluorescence of Dy>* can be effectively improved by introducing Tm?>*
ions in ZBYA glass [27]. Figure 4 shows the luminescence spectra at A~ 2.9 um in different
doping concentrations of Dy**/Tm3* co-doped ZBYA glass. Figure 4(a) shows that the 2.9 um
fluorescence intensity increases with increasing Dy>*doping content with a fixed Tm3* doping
concentration of 1 mol.%, indicating an efficient energy transfer between Tm>*: 3F4 and Dy>*:
°H3 /2 level. When the Dy>* doping concentration is fixed, the fluorescence intensity at A ~ 2.9
um increased gradually with the increase of Tm3* concentration, as shown in Fig. 4(b).

(@) (b)
——0.2Dy,1Tm ——0.2Tm,1Dy
5 ——0.5Dy,1Tm r ——0.5Tm,1Dy
—— 1Dy, 1Tm —— 1Tm,1Dy
i ——2Dy,ITm I ——2Tm,1Dy
——3Dy,1Tm ——3Tm,1Dy

Intensity(a.u)
Intensity(a.u)

2600 2700 2800 2900 3000 3100 3200 3300 2600 2700 2800 2900 3000 3100 3200 3300
Wavelength(nm) Wavelength(nm)

Fig. 4. Luminescence spectra of Dy>* ions at the A~2.9 um wavelength in different
doping concentrations (a) Fixed Tm3* ion concentration of 1 mol. % (b) Fixed Dy3+ ion
concentration of 1 mol. % [27].

Figure 5 displays the energy transfer processes in Dy>*/Tm>* co-doped ZBYA glass. Firstly
the transition ®Hjs /2 = 6F; /2 occurs under the excitation of an 808 nm laser and in addition
Tm3* ions in the ground state 3Hg level are excited to the 3H, excited state level as a result of
pumping by the 808 nm laser. The absorption efficiency of 808 nm by Dy>* ions is enhanced
according to the energy transfer (ET) processes Tm3*:3H,, 3Hs, 3Fy — Dy3+: OF; /25 °F 1 /2
(°Hy /2)» 5Hy, /2. The ions in the upper energy level are transmitted to the SH,3 /2 level through
multi-phonon relaxation process (MPR) and accumulated at °H 3 /2 level, resulting in 2.9 um
mid-infrared emission.

To explore the potential of ZBYA glass in longer wavelength applications, we have fabricated
ZBYA glasses with different Ho3* doping concentrations (0.1, 0.2, 0.5, 1,2, 3,4, 5,7, 9%) and
MIR emission at A ~ 3.9 um was demonstrated under 888 nm pump [28]. The luminescence
spectra of the different wavelengths are shown in Fig. 6. It can be seen that the intensity of
each emission rises with an increase in the Ho** doping concentration and that no concentration
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Fig. 5. Energy transfer processes of Dy>*/Tm3* co-doped ZBYA glass [27].

quenching phenomenon occur. Several radiative parameters of Ho’* doped ZBYA glass were
calculated, including spontaneous radiation transition probabilities (A), fluorescence branching
ratio (f3), and the radiative lifetime (7,,4) as shown in Table 3. ZBYA glass has a long radiative
lifetime of 21.9 ms for 35 — 14 transition, suggested a strong potential for 3.9 um laser emission.
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Fig. 6. Luminescence spectra of different doping concentration Ho3* -doped ZBYA glass
at (a) A ~ 1190 nm, (b) A ~ 2010 nm, (c) A ~ 2.9 pm, and (d) A ~ 3.9 um wavelength [28].

Table 3. Radiative Property Parameters for Transitions

between Various Energy Levels of Ho3* in ZBYA Glass [28]

Transition | Wavelength (nm) | A s™h B (%) | Traq (ms)

515 — g 3920 2.96 6.48 21.9
-1 1640 26 56.95
— g 890 16.7 36.57

3 — 1 2860 6.26 9.3 14.8
—51g 1190 61.1 90.7

5l - 3lg 2010 22.76 100 43.9




Vol. 12, No. 4/1 Apr 2022/ Optical Materials Express 1549
1alS EXPRESS -

In summary, efficient MIR emission can be realized in Er**, Dy** and Ho** ions doped ZBYA
glass, indicating that ZBYA glass should be a good gain material for MIR lasers.

3.2. ZBYA microsphere laser based on the whispering gallery mode (WGM)

In recent years, microcavity resonators, including microsphere, microring, microdisk, and
microroid etc, have attracted great attention because of their unique advantages, such as high-
Quality factors (Q-factors), low threshold and narrow line-width output in laser applications
[29-38]. Amongst several possible microcavities, a microsphere cavity has been studied most
due to its advantages of high Q value (~ 10®), simple fabrication and good axial symmetry.
Microsphere lasers have been demonstrated successfully in many glass materials [39—44].
Compared to silica glass and oxide glass, the chemical properties of fluorozirconate glass are not
stable enough, and it is very easy to crystallize the glass during the heating process. Therefore, it
is challenging to prepare high Q-value microspheres based on fluorozirconate.

ZBYA glass is a superior laser gain medium for a microsphere laser given its low phonon energy
and broad transmission windows. In 2019, Er** doped ZBYA microspheres were fabricated from
glass filaments, and multi and single-mode lasing at 1.56 pm was achieved under pumping by a
980 nm laser [45]. The experimental setup and measurement system is shown in Fig. 7, along
with some microscope photos of the glass structures.

PC

980 nm LD

1 ff s—

Tapered FN)

Fig. 7. Experiment setup for Er>* doped ZBYA microsphere laser. Inset are the microscope
photos of ZBYA microsphere [45].

The ZBYA microsphere was fabricated by reflowing the tip of a ZBYA glass fiber with a CO,
laser. The ZBYA fiber tip was heated and melted by a CO, laser, then under the effect of gravity
and surface tension, a ZBYA microsphere was formed. The microsphere diameter is 68 pm, and
the 980 nm laser was coupled to the Er** doped ZBYA microsphere using evanescent coupling
from a tapered fiber. Laser emission at C-band was observed when the pump power was 1.34
mW. The laser spectrum is shown in Fig. 8. Figure 8(a) displays the multi-mode laser spectrum
centered at A ~ 1.56 um with a pump power of 14.2 mW. A single-mode laser output with an
extremely narrow linewidth of 0.1 nm can be obtained by adjusting the coupling position between
the tapered fiber and ZBYA microsphere, as shown in Fig. 8(b). This C-band laser emission in
the ZBYA microsphere indicated that ZBYA glass might have potential applications in the optical
communications area.

Lasers at wavelengths around A ~ 2.0 um have attracted widespread interest because of their
applications in medical surgery and lidar for eye safety. So, in order to explore the potential lasing
applications of ZBYA glass over the wavelength range of 2 um, Tm>* doped and Ho**/Tm3*
co-doped ZBYA microsphere lasers were also investigated in 2019 and 2020, respectively [46,47].
The preparation of two ZBYA microspheres is similar to that of Er**-doped ZBYA microsphere.
The Tm3* doped and Ho**/Tm>* co-doped ZBYA microspheres were pumped by 808 nm and
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Fig. 8. Spectrum of (a) multi-mode laser and (b) single-mode laser in Er>* doped ZBYA
microsphere [45].

793 nm lasers, respectively. Multi and single wavelength laser emission was observed in the
Tm** doped ZBYA microsphere. Figure 9 displays the laser spectrum of A ~ 2 um, the laser
threshold as low as 5.6 mW and single-mode lasing at 1897 nm can be realized by adjusting the
coupling position between the ZBYA microsphere and the silica fiber taper.
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Fig. 9. Spectrum of (a) multi-mode laser and (b) single-mode laser in Tm>* doped ZBYA
microsphere [46].

For Ho**/Tm3* co-doped ZBYA microspheres, triple-wavelength laser operation at 1.5 um,
1.8 um and 2.0 um was also obtained, which is attributed to the radiative transitions of Tm3*:
SH;—3F4, Tm*: 3F4—3Hg, and Ho?*: 31;—713, respectively. In Tm>* single-doped condition,
lasing at 1.5 um is hard to achieve as the H;—>F; transition includes self-terminating population
inversion. The introduction of Ho** can decrease the population of Tm>*: *Hy_so that lasing
emission at A ~ 1.50 um is easier to achieve. The spectrum of Ho**/Tm3* co-doped ZBYA
microsphere laser was shown in Fig. 10.

The demonstration of ZBYA microsphere laser devices have shown that ZBYA glass material
can be a good candidate for lasing applications. The realization of C-band and S-band lasers also
shows the potential of ZBYA microspheres for use in the optical communications field.

3.3. MIR Fiber lasers in ZBYA glass fiber

Over the past few decades, MIR fiber lasers have received widespread research interest due to
their extensive applications in environmental monitoring, biomedicine, military applications
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Fig. 10. Laser spectrum at varying pump power (a) 1 mW, (b) 3.8 mW, (c) 7.5 mW [47].

and other areas [48-51]. To further explore the potential of ZBYA glass to implement high
power mid-infrared lasers, we have recently fabricated single-cladding ZBYA glass fibers.
Ho**-doped ZBYA glass fiber was prepared by the suction method and used as a gain medium
to build the fiber laser. Due to the severe tendency of fluoride glasses to crystallize, rapid
cooling is essential in the preparation of the preform to very quickly reduce the glass from high
temperature to below the glass transition temperature. The core and cladding glass components are
50ZrF4-33BaF,-6.5YF3-7AlF3-2PbF,-1.5HoF; and 50ZrF4-33BaF,-10YF3-7AlF3 respectively,
the corresponding refractive indices are 1.511 and 1.499 at 2.0 um. The background loss of Ho>*
doped ZBYA glass fibers was measured by the cut-back method, resulting in an attenuation value
of 1.0 dB/m at 1570 nm. There are two main sources of background loss: scattering loss caused
by the uneven density of the preform that arises during condensation, and the absorption caused
by impurities in the raw materials.

In order to test the 2.9 um laser performance of Ho’* doped ZBYA glass fiber, we constructed
a forward-pumped laser device as depicted in Fig. 11. The core and cladding diameters of the
Ho** doped ZBYA glass fiber were 20 um and 250 um, respectively. A 1150 nm Raman fiber
laser was used as the pump source, and the 1150 nm laser is coupled into the 24 cm ZBYA gain
fiber after passing through a focusing lens and a dichroic mirror (high transmittance at 1150 nm
and high reflectivity at ~ 2.9 um). Before the power meter, a 2400 nm long-wave passband filter
was used to filter out residual pump light.

et -I.AMlmLPand'Pmrm;ler-.

Fig. 11. Experimental setup of the ZBYA glass fiber laser at ~2.9 pum.

Figure 12(a) displays the variation laser output power at ~ 2.9 um as a function of the launched
pump power when the gain fiber length was 24 cm. A minimum laser output power of 12 mW was
obtained when the corresponding launched pump power was 72.5 mW. The laser threshold may
be less than 72.5 mW, but power pump power levels were limited by the minimum power setting
adjustment interval of the 1150 nm pump laser. The maximum output power of 762.8 mW was
achieved for a launched pump power of 3.96 W, and the slope efficiency was 19.6%. Figure 12(b)
shows the laser spectrum at different output powers of 12 mW, 18 mW and 680 mW which was
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measured with an optical spectrum analyzer (YOKOGAWA AQ6377). Single wavelength lasing
(2862 nm) was obtained when the output power was 12 mW, and the multi-wavelength lasing
was excited when the output power was increased to 18 mW. Multi-wavelength laser operation is
mainly due to the spectral characteristics of the dichroic mirror (DM) used in the experiment,
which has high broadband reflectivity at ~ 2.9 pm. As the pump power increases, the gain of the
different laser spectral lines becomes higher than the cavity loss, resulting in multi-wavelength
laser operation.
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Fig. 12. (a) Output power at ~ 2.9 um in the 24 cm long gain fiber with respect to the
launched pump power and (b) laser spectrum at different output power.

4. Conclusion

This paper reviews the luminescence properties of ZBYA glass in the MIR band and its applications
as a laser gain medium in microsphere and fiber lasers. Due to the low phonon energy and good
physical properties, ZBYA glass has unique advantages in MIR laser applications. Furthermore, it
is worth noting that the optical resonance occurring in the whispering gallery mode microsphere
cavity is very sensitive to changes in the external environment, allowing the use of ZBYA glass
microsphere resonators in a variety of sensing applications, such as temperature sensing, pressure
sensing, electromagnetic field sensing, refractive index sensing, gas sensing and biological
sensing. For a ZBYA glass fiber laser, the fiber manufacturing processes need to be optimized
and the purity of the raw materials needs to be improved to reduce the background loss in the
gain fiber. In order to lessen the complexity of laser system and increase the maximum pump
power, the replacement of the DM in the laser cavity with a Fiber Bragg Grating (FBG), inscribed
directly in the ZBYA gain fiber, is a priority for future development of the laser. Further research
will concentrate on the fabrication of double-cladding ZBYA glass fiber in order to apply ZBYA
glass fibers to high power mid-infrared laser systems.
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