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Where we were - bepress Digital Commons platform



Why Change?

Open Platform

Platform Flexibility

Cost - Including Integrated APIs 
w/out Added $$

Dynamic and Aesthetically 
Pleasing Interface



Selection Process Criteria

The Right “Fit”
Ethically, did the platform match 

with our campus and library goals.

01
Platform +/-
Comparison of platforms based on 
what they could provide.

03

Cost Effectiveness
How much would we get for our 

spend?

02
Commitment to Open
How had the vendor demonstrated 
commitment to open?

04

Vendor/Platform Demos were conducted virtually in Fall 2020 and Spring 2021



Final Decision? Ubiquity Repositories



Why Ubiquity

Clean, modern design 
and intuitive front and 

back-end interface

Design & Interface
Based on the open 
source Hyku platform 
from Samvera. Ubiquity 
is a Samvera Partner, 
and contributes code 
back to the community.

Open Source

Build team available via 
Slack channel, expert 

migration with clear 
timeline 

Customer Service
Hosted journals via 
Ubiquity Press/OJS

Journals



Migration Process

● Began migration August 2021
● bepress/Ubiquity overlap of only 1 

month
● bepress backed up repository data to 

AWS
● Clear timeline

○ Google Drive for timeline, 
meeting docs, migration 
metadata

○ Weekly meeting each Monday to 
discuss issues and upcoming 
events

○ Slack channel for all other 
communication



(Almost) New Year - New Look
December 2021 Launch



Post-Migration

Soft Launch
Ahead of deadline, we 

quietly “launched” the new 
repository

Began post-migration 
metadata clean up and 
adding material again 

(paused during migration)

It’s Alive!

Scholarly Repository 
became the Repository of 

Open Access Research 
(RoOAR)

Rebranded
December 2021 - Library 
hosts launch celebration 
with demos and ORCiD 

sign-ups

Formal Launch



Check it Out

https://ir.una.edu/


Any Questions?

OER & ScholCom 
Librarian, University of 

North Alabama

Jpate1@una.edu 

Jen

University Librarian, 
University of North 

Alabama

Dmalone3@una.edu 

Derek

Community Manager, 
Ubiquity Press

korey.jackson@ubiquitypress.com 

Korey

mailto:Jpate1@una.edu
mailto:Dmalone3@una.edu
mailto:korey.jackson@ubiquitypress.com
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