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Abstract: In this paper, we consider the motion of an asymmetric heavy gyrostat, when its center of
mass lies along one of the principal axes of inertia. We determine the possible permanent rotations
and, by means of the Energy-Casimir method, we give sufficient stability conditions. We prove that
there exist permanent stable rotations when the gyrostat is oriented in any direction of the space,
by the action of two spinning rotors, one of them aligned along the principal axis, where the center
of mass lies. We also derive necessary stability conditions that, in some cases, are the same as the
sufficient ones.
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1. Introduction

A gyrostat G is a mechanical system made up of a rigid body P , called the platform,
and other bodies R, called the rotors, connected to the platform in such a way that the
motion of the rotors does not modify the distribution of mass of the gyrostat G. Due to this
double spinning, the platform, on the one hand, and the rotors, on the other, the gyrostat is
also known under the name of a dual-spin body, especially in astrodynamics, where these
artifacts are widely used in spacecraft dynamics in order to stabilize their rotations; see,
e.g., [1–5].

In the absence of external torques, this problem is an extension of the free rigid body
motion. It seems (see [6]) that Zhukovskii [7] was the first to consider the gyrostat problem
and, soon after, Volterra [8] used this model to represent the Earth’s rotational motion,
assuming that, in the interior of the Earth, there was a cavity filled with an inviscid, homo-
geneous fluid. Moreover, he obtained the solution in terms of elliptic functions. Although
it is known that the problem is integrable, much work has been dedicated to it, because it
depends on several parameters, such as the principal moments of inertia and the gyrostatic
moments, and there is a rich choreography of bifurcations; see, for instance, [9–18], to quote
only a few references. As expected, scientists have moved a step forward by adding some
complexity to the problem, by considering generalized models to be of interest in practical
applications, mainly in the field of astrodynamics. In this way, most of the works are
devoted to the consideration of external torques or inner perturbations. For instance, some
authors assume elasticity or periodic time dependence of the moments of inertia [4,5],
while other authors focus on the attitude dynamics of a gyrostat rotating and moving on a
circular orbit [15,19,20], or under the action of a uniform gravity field [21–29].

The paper that we present here is related to the latter problem, and it is an extension
of the work previously presented by the authors [26,27]. We consider the rotation of a
tri-axial gyrostat under a uniform gravity field. We assume that there are two rotors, one
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along the direction of a principal axis of inertia, where we assume the center of mass lies
(z-axis), and another one along another principal axis of inertia (x-axis). In particular, we
are interested in the existence of stable permanent rotations. When the rotors are at relative
rest with respect to the platform, many works are devoted to studying the stability of
particular motions, such as Staude’s permanent rotations [30,31], planar motions [32,33],
pendulum-like motions [34,35] or regular precessions [16,36], to mention a few. However,
the action of the rotors plays an important role in the stabilization of the motion of a
heavy gyrostat and it is a key point in obtaining stable solutions, mainly for its practical
applications [15,18,24,37,38].

Different approaches can be followed to derive conditions on the stability of permanent
rotations. The classical approach uses Lyapunov functions [17,21,22] but it is also possible
to obtain insight by analyzing the invariant manifolds and their bifurcations [39]. In the
case treated in this work, we use the Energy-Casimir method [40,41], as a complementary
approach to derive sufficient stability conditions for the existence of stable permanent
rotations. This method has been used successfully in previous works [23,26,27,42,43].
In this way, from the equations of motion—see, e.g., [6]—we focus on two families of
equilibria; we denote E0 and E1, which constitute a generalization of those obtained in [27]
and potentially cover any orientation of the gyrostat in the space. The family E1 proves to
be stable if I2 is the largest moment of inertia or if I3 > I2 > I1 and the angular velocity of
rotation |ω| is small enough or, equivalently, if the gyrostatic moment l3 is great enough. In
cases not covered by the above conditions—that is to say, when I1 is the largest principal
moment of inertia or I3 > I1 > I2—we can obtain stable rotations by switching l1 and l2,
i.e., by turning on the gyrostatic moment l2 and l1 off.

In respect to the other family of equilibria, E0, we find that it is a limit case of the other
one and stability is also obtained if |ω| is small enough, although it can be extended for
every value of ω. Hence, in the case here considered, given a rotation axis, the action of the
rotors leads to stable permanent rotations provided that the center of mass is lying on the
vertical axis, which is the most frequent practical case.

The paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we consider the equations of the
motion and discuss the equilibrium solutions. Section 3 is devoted to the stability analysis,
where the main results about sufficient and necessary conditions of stability are presented.
Finally, conclusions are given in Section 4.

2. Equations of Motion and Equilibrium Solutions

We consider an asymmetric heavy gyrostat with two rotors, whose axes are aligned
with the principal axes of the platform, in a uniform gravity field. It is assumed that the
mass distribution of the gyrostat is not modified by the relative motion of the rotors and
that the whole gyrostat rotates with a fixed point O, which may be different from the center
of mass G.

We use two orthonormal reference frames centered at the fixed point O (see Figure 1).
On the one hand, we use the space or inertial reference frame F{O, X, Y, Z}, fixed in the
space, with the direction of the Z-axis opposite to the acceleration g of the gravity field.
On the other hand, we use the body frame B{O, x, y, z}, fixed with the gyrostat, so that
the axes coincide with the principal axes of inertia of the gyrostat. The relative attitude
between these two reference frames results from three consecutive rotations involving
three angles, such as the Euler angles. Note that, as we study the permanent rotations
of the gyrostat, we only need two of these angles to define the orientation of the rotating
gyrostat in the inertial fixed frame F . Let I = (I1, I2, I3) be the inertia tensor in the body
frame B and ω = (ω1, ω2, ω3) the angular velocity of the gyrostat expressed in the body
frame. Then, the angular momentum of the gyrostat, considered as a rigid body, is given
by π = Iω. Results about the stability of permanent rotations under the action of only one
rotor are given in [26,27]. The combination of these two cases, a rotor acting on the z axis
and another rotor on one of the other principal axes of inertia, will be considered here. In
this sense, we take l2 = 0 in the vector l = (l1, l2, l3), the angular momentum of the rotors
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in the body frame. The vector k̂ = (k1, k2, k3) is the unitary vector in the direction of the
fixed Z axis, expressed in the body frame B. This vector can be expressed as

k̂ = (sin ϕ sin θ, cos θ, cos ϕ sin θ), (1)

where the angles θ ∈ [0, π] and ϕ ∈ [0, 2π] give us the orientation of the gyrostat with
respect to the inertial reference frame F (see Figure 1). If (0, 0, z0) are the coordinates of the
center of mass G in the body frame, the equations of motion result to be (see, e.g., [6,44])

dπ1

dt
=

(
I2 − I3

I2 I3

)
π2π3 −

l3π2

I2
+ mgz0k2,

dπ2

dt
=

(
I3 − I1

I1 I3

)
π1π3 +

l3π1

I1
− l1π3

I3
−mgz0k1,

dπ3

dt
=

(
I1 − I2

I1 I2

)
π1π2 +

l1π2

I2
,

dk1

dt
=

k2π3

I3
− k3π2

I2
,

dk2

dt
=

k3π1

I1
− k1π3

I3
,

dk3

dt
=

k1π2

I2
− k2π1

I1
.

(2)

Under these hypotheses, permanent rotations appear as the equilibrium points of
Equation (2) and we have the following result.

Figure 1. Asymmetric gyrostat and reference frames.

Theorem 1. There are two families of equilibrium points. The first one is given by those points of
the form

E0 ≡ (I1ω sin ϕ, 0, I3ω cos ϕ, sin ϕ, 0, cos ϕ),
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where ϕ ∈ [0, 2π) and ω ∈ R such that

(l3ω− gmz0) sin ϕ−ω cos ϕ(l1 + (I1 − I3)ω sin ϕ) = 0. (3)

The second one is defined by points of the form

E1 ≡ (I1ω sin ϕ sin θ, I2ω cos θ, I3ω cos ϕ sin θ, sin ϕ sin θ, cos θ, cos ϕ sin θ),

where ϕ ∈ [0, 2π), θ ∈ [0, π/2) ∪ (π/2, π] and ω ∈ R such that

l1 + (I1 − I2)ω sin ϕ sin θ = 0, (I2 − I3)ω
2 cos ϕ sin θ + gmz0 − l3ω = 0. (4)

Proof. In terms of the angles θ and ϕ, introduced in (1), the components of the angular
momentum can be written as

π1 = ωI1 sin ϕ sin θ, π2 = ωI2 cos θ, π3 = ωI3 cos ϕ sin θ, (5)

where ω is the modulus of the angular velocity. Now, it is easy to verify that, under this
parameterization, the last three equations of system (2) vanish. Thus, we have to check
when the three first equations vanish, which is found to be

cos θ(gmz0 − l3ω + (I2 − I3)ω
2 cos ϕ sin θ) = 0,

sin θ((gmz0 − l3ω) sin ϕ + ω cos ϕ(l1 + (I1 − I3)ω sin ϕ sin θ)) = 0,

ω cos θ(l1 + (I1 − I2)ω sin ϕ sin θ) = 0.

(6)

Discarding the case ω = 0, there are two kinds of solutions: those verifying cos θ = 0
and those that do not.

If cos θ = 0, the first and the third equations (6) vanish. Thus, provided that θ ∈ [0, π],
sin θ = 1, and then all the equations are satisfied if and only if

(l3ω− gmz0) sin ϕ−ω cos ϕ(l1 + (I1 − I3)ω sin ϕ) = 0.

If cos θ 6= 0, the third equation in (6) vanishes if

l1 + (I1 − I2)ω sin ϕ sin θ = 0.

By substitution of l1 in the second equation, the first two equations vanish at the same
time if the condition

(I2 − I3)ω
2 cos ϕ sin θ + gmz0 − l3ω = 0

holds.

Remark 1. This result is very similar to Theorem 1 in [27], but replacing gmz0 by gmz0 − l3ω.
Moreover, the family E0 is a limit case of the family E1. However, the two conditions (4) do not need
to be satisfied at the same time, but only the linear combination (3).

It is worth noting that E0 and E1 give rise to equilibrium solutions with the gyrostat
oriented along any direction of the space, provided that the corresponding gyrostatic
moments verify appropriate conditions, as they are (3) or (4). Our next step will be to
determine under which conditions they are stable.
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3. Stability Analysis

Let us consider the stability of the solutions in Theorem 1. It is known that (2) is a
Lie–Poisson system (see [6,23]). The associated Hamiltonian function is given by

H =
1
2

(
π2

1
I1

+
π2

2
I2

+
π2

3
I3

)
+ mgz0k3, (7)

while the corresponding Poisson bracket is defined as

{F ,G}(π, k̂) = −(π + l) · (∇πF ×∇πG)− k̂ · (∇πF ×∇kG +∇kF ×∇πG). (8)

Moreover, there are two Casimir functions:

C1 ≡ k2
1 + k2

2 + k2
3 = 1, (9)

C2 ≡ (π1 + l1)k1 + π2k2 + (π3 + l3)k3 = pψ, (10)

being pψ the component of the total angular momentum π + l along the fixed Z axis. These
two Casimir functions are used to define the augmented Hamiltonian given by

HA =
1
2

(
π2

1
I1

+
π2

2
I2

+
π2

3
I3

)
+ mgz0k3 + ((π1 + l1)k1 + π2k2

+ (π3 + l3)k3)λ + (k2
1 + k2

2 + k2
3)µ,

(11)

where λ and µ are suitable parameters such that the equilibrium positions are critical points
ofHA.

Under these considerations, in order to establish sufficient stability conditions, we
will make use of the classical Energy-Casimir method [43,45] and, more precisely, of a
generalized result given by Ortega and Ratiu [41], which reads as

Theorem 2 (Generalized Energy-Casimir method). Let (M, {., .}, h) be a Poisson system, and
m ∈ M be an equilibrium of the Hamiltonian vector field Xh. If there is a set of conserved quantities
C1, . . . , Cn ∈ C∞(M) for which

d(h + C1 + · · ·+ Cn)(m) = 0,

and
d2(h + C1 + · · ·+ Cn)(m)

∣∣∣
W×W

is definite for W = ker dC1(m)∩ · · · ∩ ker dCn(m), then m is stable. If W = {0}, m is always stable.

Let us proceed to the application of this result. To begin with, we need to identify the
space W, which is defined from Equations (9) and (10) as

W = ker dC1 ∩ ker dC2.

Taking into account the parameterization (1), (5), we obtain

dC1 = sin ϕ sin θdπ1 + cos θdπ2 + cos ϕ sin θdπ3+

(l1 + ωI1 sin ϕ sin θ)dk1 + ωI2 cos θdk2 + (l3 + ωI3 cos ϕ sin θ)dk3,

dC2 = 2 sin ϕ sin θdk1 + 2 cos θdk2 + 2 cos ϕ sin θdk3.
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Solving the system dC1 = dC2 = 0, and identifying the six vectors of the canonic basis
in R6, (ê1, ê2, ê3, ê4, ê5, ê6) with (dπ2, dπ1, dπ3, dk2, dk1, dk3), we find that W is generated by
the following four vectors

v1 = ê1 cos ϕ sin θ − ê3 cos θ,
v2 = ê2 cos ϕ sin θ − ê3 sin ϕ sin θ,
v3 = ê3(l3 sec ϕ cot θ + (I3 − I2)ω cos θ) + ê4 cos ϕ sin θ − ê6 cos θ,
v4 = ê3(l3 tan ϕ− l1 − (I1 − I3)ω sin ϕ sin θ) + ê5 cos ϕ sin θ − ê6 sin ϕ sin θ,

provided cos ϕ sin θ 6= 0. Now, let us consider a vector v in W, expressed as

v = x1v1 + x2v2 + x3v3 + x4v4,

where xi ∈ R, i = 1, . . . , 4. Thus, the quadratic form

d2(h + C1 + · · ·+ Cn)(m)
∣∣∣
W×W

in the variables xi is obtained from vT ·Hess(HA) · v. In this way, we obtain

Hess(HA)
∣∣∣
W×W

=


h11 h12 h13 h14
h12 h22 h23 h24
h13 h23 h33 h34
h14 h24 h34 h44

, (12)

where

h11 =
1

I2 I3
(I2 cos2 θ + I3 cos2 ϕ sin2 θ),

h12 =
1
I3

sin ϕ sin θ cos θ,

h13 =
1
I3

[
(I3λ + (I2 − I3)ω) cos2 θ − l3 sec ϕ cos θ cot θ + I3λ cos2 ϕ sin2 θ

]
,

h14 =
1
I3
[l1 + (I3λ + (I1 − I3)ω) sin ϕ sin θ − l3 tan ϕ] cos θ,

h22 =
1

I1 I3
(I3 cos2 ϕ + I1 sin2 ϕ) sin2 θ,

h23 =
1
I3
[(I3λ + (I2 − I3)ω) sin ϕ sin θ − l3 tan ϕ] cos θ,

h24 =
1
I3

[
(I3λ + (I1 − I3)ω sin2 ϕ) sin θ + (l1 − l3 tan ϕ) sin ϕ

]
sin θ,

h33 =
1
I3

[
(2I3µ + 2(I2 − I3)I3λω + (I2 − I3)

2ω2) cos2 θ−

2(I3λ + (I2 − I3)ω)l3 sec ϕ cos θ cot θ + l2
3 sec2 ϕ cot2 θ + 2I3µ cos2 ϕ sin2 θ

]
,

h34 =
1
I3
[(l3 tan ϕ− l1)l3 sec ϕ cot θ + (l1(I3λ + (I2 − I3)ω) cos θ +

((I1 − I3)(I2 − I3)ω
2 + (I1 + I2 − 2I3)I3ωλ + 2I3µ) sin ϕ sin θ cos θ−

(2I3(λ−ω) + (I1 + I2)ω)l3 tan ϕ cos θ]

h44 =
1
I3

[
2I3µ cos2 ϕ sin2 θ + (2I3µ + 2(I1 − I3)I3λω + (I1 − I3)

2ω2) sin2 ϕ sin2 θ +

2(I3λ + (I1 − I3)ω)(l1 − l3 tan ϕ) sin ϕ sin θ + (l1 − l3 tan ϕ)2
]
.

(13)
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3.1. Stability of the Equilibrium E1

We first focus on the equilibrium E1 in order to give both sufficient and necessary con-
ditions of stability. In this way, for the sufficient conditions, we obtain the following result.

Theorem 3. If cos ϕ sin θ 6= 0, the equilibrium E1 is stable if I2 is the largest moment of inertia,
or if I3 > I2 > I1 and

|l3| > max
∣∣∣∣2(I2 − I3)ω cos ϕ sin θ ± w

√
(I3 − I2)(I2 − (I2 − I3) cos2 ϕ sin2 θ)

∣∣∣∣ (14)

Proof. First of all, it is deduced that E1 is a critical point of the augmented Hamiltonian
(11) if

λ = −ω, µ =
I2

2
ω2. (15)

Substituting this value into Equation (13), the corresponding reduced Hessian matrix
is positive definite if all the principal minors are positive. In this case, if we denote the
minors by Dj (j = 1, . . . , 4), we have

D1 =
1

I2 I3
(I2 cos2 θ + I3 cos2 ϕ sin2 θ),

D2 =
cos2 ϕ sin2 θ

I1 I2 I3
(I2 cos2 θ + (I1 sin2 ϕ + I3 cos2 ϕ) sin2 θ),

D3 =
cos2 ϕ cos2 θ sin2 θ

I1 I2 I3
B0,

D4 =
ω2 cos4 ϕ cos2 θ sin4 θ

I1 I2 I3
(I2 − I1)B1,

(16)

where

B0 = (l3 − 2(I2 − I3)ω cos ϕ sin θ)2 + ω2(I2 − I3)(I2 cos2 θ + (I1 sin2 ϕ + I3 cos2 ϕ) sin2 θ),
B1 = (l3 − 2(I2 − I3)ω cos ϕ sin θ)2 + ω2(I2 − I3)(I2 − (I2 − I3) cos2 ϕ sin2 θ).

(17)

Taking into account that D1 and D2 are positive (cos ϕ sin θ 6= 0), we only need to
verify whether D3 and D4 are positive. On the one hand, it is clear that if I2 is the largest
moment of inertia, both B0 and B1 are positive, as well as D3 and D4. As a consequence, E1
is stable.

On the other hand, if I2 is not the largest moment of inertia, we distinguish two cases,
depending on the sign of I2 − I1.

Case 1. I2 − I1 > 0. In this case, as I2 is not the largest moment of inertia, it must be
I3 > I2 > I1 and the sign of B0 and B1 can be either positive or negative. To have stability,
both of them must be positive. However,

B1 − B0 = (I2 − I1)(I2 − I3)ω
2 sin2 ϕ sin2 θ ≤ 0

and, if B1 is positive, also B0 is positive. Thus, it is enough to check when B1 > 0. By
considering B1 as a second-degree polynomial in l3, it is easy to verify that it has two real
roots given by

r1,2;B1 = 2(I2 − I3)ω cos ϕ sin θ ±ω

√
(I3 − I2)(I2 − (I2 − I3) cos2 ϕ sin2 θ). (18)

Taking into account that the coefficient of l2
3 is positive, B1 is positive if |l3| >

max |r1,2;B1 |, and the theorem is proven.
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Case 2. I2 − I1 < 0. In this case, if I2 > I3, both B0 and B1 are positive and, as a
consequence, D4 < 0, and nothing can be said about the stability. On the contrary, if I2 < I3,
we have

B1 − B0 = (I2 − I1)(I2 − I3)ω
2 sin2 ϕ sin2 θ ≥ 0,

and B0 cannot be positive if B1 is negative. Thus, D3 and D4 cannot be positive at the same
time and, again, nothing can be said about the stability.

Remark 2. In the case sin θ = 0, the equations of motion (2) reduce to

(0,±(l3ω− gmz0),±l1ω, 0, 0, 0).

Then, we have an equilibrium solution if l1 = 0 and l3ω − gmz0 = 0. In this way, we
recover a particular case of the equilibrium E2, mentioned in [26], where it is established that there
is stability if I2 is the largest moment of inertia, or if I2 > I1 and

l4
3 > I2(I3 − I2)m2g2z2

0, (19)

in agreement with the result stated in Theorem 3. It is worth noting that the last condition, (19), is
no more than a limiting case of Theorem 3. Indeed, when sin θ → 0, the roots given by Equation (18)
tend to the limit value

r1,2;B1 = ±ω
√
(I3 − I2)I2

and stability is achieved if |l3| > |ω
√
(I3 − I2)I2|. Taking into account the relation between l3 and

ω, we obtain the condition (19). Nonetheless, if we proceed from the very beginning, computing the
principal minors of the reduced Hessian matrix in W ×W when sin θ = 0, we arrive at

D1 =
1
I2

+
I2ω2

l2
3

, D2 =
l2
3 + I2

2 ω2

I1 I2l2
3

,

D3 =
l2
3 + I2(I2 − I3)ω

2

I1 I2 I3l2
3

, D4 =
(I2 − I1)(l2

3 + I2(I2 − I3)ω
2)ω2

I1 I2 I3l2
3

.
(20)

From here, it follows that, if I2 > I1 and l2
3 + I2(I2 − I3)ω

2 > 0, all the principal minors are
positive. In this way, we recover again the conditions of stability of Theorem 3, which are the same
as given in [26].

To complete the analysis of the sufficient stability conditions for the equilibrium E1,
we are left with the case cos ϕ = 0. In this way, we have the following result.

Theorem 4. If cos ϕ = 0, the equilibrium E1 is stable if I2 is the largest moment of inertia, or if
I3 > I2 > I1 and ω satisfies the inequality

|gmz0| >
√
(I3 − I2)I2ω2. (21)

Proof. In this case, the equilibrium E1 is a critical point of the augmented Hamiltonian
if Equation (15) is satisfied. Moreover, we have permanent rotations when the gyrostatic
moments are given by

l3 =
gmz0

ω
, l1 = (I2 − I1)ω sin θ. (22)

Now, we follow the steps for the application of Theorem 2, taking into account that
cos ϕ = 0. We only consider the case ϕ = π/2, as the case ϕ = −π/2 is analogous. It can
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be seen that if sin θ 6= 0 (the case sin θ = 0 has been already considered in Remark 2), the
reduced space W is generated by the vectors

v1 = ê1 −
1
l3

ê6 cos θ,

v2 = ê2 −
1
l3

ê6 sin θ,

v3 = ê3,

v4 = ê4 − ê5 cot θ +
1
l3

ê6(l1 + (I1 − I2)ω sin θ) cot θ.

Now, the Hessian matrix for the augmented Hamiltonian in the reduced space W ×W
is given by

Hess(HA)
∣∣∣
W×W

=


h11 h12 h13 h14
h12 h22 h23 h24
h13 h21 h33 h34
h14 h24 h34 h44

, (23)

where

h11 =
1
I2

+
I2ω4 cos2 θ

g2m2z2
0

,

h12 =
I2ω4 cos θ sin θ

g2m2z2
0

, h22 =
1
I1

+
I2ω4 sin2 θ

g2m2z2
0

,

h13 =
ω2 cos θ

gmz0
, h23 =

w2 sin2 θ

gmz0
, h33 =

1
I3

,

h14 = −ω, h24 = ω cot θ, h34 = 0, h44 = I2ω2 csc2 θ.

By means of the Sylvester criterion, the matrix is positive definite if the principal
minors are all positive. For them, we obtain

D1 =
1
I2

+
I2ω4 cos2 θ

g2m2z2
0

,

D2 =
g2m2z2

0 + I2ω4(I2 cos2 θ + I1 sin2 θ)

I1 I2g2m2z2
0

,

D3 =
B2

I1 I2 I3g2m2z2
0

,

D4 =
(I2 − I1)ω

2B3 cot2 θ

I1 I2 I3g2m2z2
0

,

(24)

where

B2 =g2m2z2
0 + (I2 − I3)ω

4(I2 cos2 θ + I1 sin2 θ)

B3 =g2m2z2
0 + I2(I2 − I3)ω

4.
(25)

It is clear that, if I2 is the largest moment of inertia, all the principal minors are positive
and the equilibrium is stable. On the contrary, if I2 is not the largest moment of inertia and
I2 > I1, it follows that I3 > I2 > I1 and D4 > 0 if B3 > 0, or equivalently, if the inequality
of the hypothesis of the theorem holds. Since

B2 − B3 = (I2 − I3)(I1 − I2)ω
4 sin2 θ > 0.

and B3 > 0, it follows that B2 > 0 and then D3 > 0. Therefore, the equilibrium point is
stable if (21) is satisfied, as stated in the theorem.
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In the case I1 > I2, as is the case in Theorem 3, D3 and D4 cannot be positive at the
same time. On the one hand, if I2 > I3, B3 > 0 and consequently D4 < 0. On the other
hand, if I2 < I3, it must be B3 < 0. However,

B2 − B3 = (I2 − I3)(I1 − I2)ω
4 sin2 θ < 0

and, then, B2, as well as D3, is negative.

Remark 3. We note that Theorem 4 is also a limit case of Theorem 3. Indeed, if cos ϕ = 0, taking
into account that l3ω = gmz0, condition (14) reduces to |gmz0| >

√
(I3 − I2)I2ω2.

Remark 4. For the three situations not covered by Theorems 3 and 4, namely I1 is the largest
moment of inertia, and I3 > I1 > I2, we can also obtain stable rotations by acting on the l2
gyrostatic moment. Indeed, the result is analogous by considering the parameterization

k2 = sin ϕ sin θ, k1 = cos θ, k3 = cos ϕ sin θ
π2 = ωI2 sin ϕ sin θ, π1 = ωI1 cos θ, π3 = ωI3 cos ϕ sin θ.

As a consequence, it is enough to replace l1 by l2 and interchange I1 and I2.

Remark 5. It follows from Theorem 4 that, if I3 > I2 > I1, there exist stable permanent rotations
if |ω| is small enough. The same conclusion is obtained from Theorem 3, introducing the relation
between l3 and ω, given by the second constraint in (4), into (14). Indeed, we can derive stability
curves for each orientation, once the moments of inertia and the position of the center of mass are
fixed. In this way, Equation (4) determines in the plane ω–l3 a curve of equilibria, with a stable
part where sufficient conditions, given by Equation (14), are satisfied. This curve is depicted in
Figure 2 for a test example with I1 = 5, I2 = 5.1, I3 = 5.2, gmz0 = 1 and a given orientation
θ = ϕ = π/3. The green part of the curve corresponds to stable rotations and the red one to the
part where sufficient conditions are not satisfied. Figure 3 shows the evolution of a trajectory close to
the equilibrium point, when the starting orientation is θ = ϕ = π/3 + 0.012. In the upper panel,
we observe the stable character of the equilibrium position when ω = 1.1 is chosen in the green part
of the curve, whereas the lower one shows the unstable character when ω = 1.23 is on the red part.

0.0 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0

0

2

4

6

8

10

l3

ω

Figure 2. Existence of equilibrium E1, in the plane ω–l3, for I1 = 5, I2 = 5.1, I3 = 5.2, gmz0 = 1 and
a given orientation θ = ϕ = π/3. The green part represents stable rotations whereas the red one
represents the case where sufficient conditions of stability are not satisfied.
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Figure 3. Time evolution of the orientation of the gyrostat for I1 = 5, I2 = 5.1, I3 = 5.2, gmz0 = 1 and
an initial condition close to the prescribed equilibrium E1, located at θ = ϕ = π/3. The upper panel
corresponds to the stable case, ω = 1.1, and the lower one to ω = 1.23. The blue dot represents the
equilibrium position.

This behavior suggests that sufficient and necessary conditions can be the same. How-
ever, necessary conditions are readily derived by analyzing the associated linear system.

Theorem 5. If the equilibrium E1 is stable and cos ϕ sin θ 6= 0, then D4 ≥ 0, where D4 is given
by (16). Analogously, if cos ϕ sin θ = 0, E1 is stable if D4 ≥ 0, where D4 is given by (20) if
sin θ = 0 and by (24) if cos ϕ = 0.

Proof. Stability of E1 implies spectral stability, so that the real part of the eigenvalues
associated with the linear system at E1 cannot be greater than 0. It can be seen that the
eigenvalues are the roots of a polynomial equation of the form

λ2(λ4 + bλ2 + a), (26)

where a cos4 ϕ sin4 θ = D4, in the case cos ϕ sin θ 6= 0. If (26) does not have roots with a
positive real part, it must be a ≥ 0 and, consequently, D4 ≥ 0. The case cos ϕ sin θ = 0 is
proven in the same way.

As a consequence, sufficient and necessary conditions are the same when I2 is the
largest moment of inertia or I3 > I2 > I1. For the remaining cases, further investigation is
needed. However, taking into account Remark 4, by acting on the gyrostatic moment l2 in
these situations, we obtain a coincidence between necessary and sufficient conditions.
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3.2. Stability of the Equilibrium E0

From the results in the previous subsection, we conclude that two rotors are enough to
have stable permanent rotations around an axis oriented in any direction, regardless of the
values of the moments of inertia, if the center of mass lies on one of the principal axes and
one of the rotors is aligned with the same axis. The only possible exception is the family
E0, which is a limit case of E1 when θ = π/2. Unfortunately, previous results cannot be
applied because some of the principal minors are singular for θ = π/2. This is the reason
that it must be considered separately, using the condition (3). In this way, we arrive at the
following result.

Theorem 6. The equilibrium E0 is stable if

1. cos ϕ > 0 and l3ω > K1,
2. cos ϕ < 0 and l3ω < K2,
3. ϕ = ±π/2 and ±l1ω > K3,

where K1 and K2 are the maximum and minimum, respectively, of

gmz0 + (I2 − I3)ω
2 cos ϕ,

I1ω2mgz0 + (I1 − I3)ω
2 cos2 ϕ(I3ω2 cos ϕ−mgz0 cos 2ϕ)−m2g2z2

0 cos ϕ sin2 ϕ

ω2(I1 sin2 ϕ + I3 cos2 ϕ)
,

and K3 is the maximum of

(I2 − I1)ω
2,

(I3 − I1)I1ω4 − g2m2z2
0

I1ω2 .

Proof. First of all, E0 is a critical point of the augmented Hamiltonian if

λ = −ω, µ =
I3ω2 + (l3ω− gmz0) sec ϕ

2
. (27)

Substituting these values into Equation (13), we obtain that the principal minors of
the reduced Hessian matrix are given by

D1 =
cos2 ϕ

I2
, D2 =

(I3 cos2 ϕ + I1 sin2 ϕ) cos2 ϕ

I1 I2 I3
,

D3 =
G0G1 cos3 ϕ

I1 I2 I3
, D4 =

G1G2 cos2 ϕ

I1 I2 I3ω2 .
(28)

where

G0 = I1 sin2 ϕ + I3 cos2 ϕ,
G1 = l3ω− gmz0 + (I3 − I2)ω

2 cos ϕ,
G2 = (I3 − I1)I3ω4 cos3 ϕ + (I1 − (I1 − I3) cos2 ϕ)l3ω3+

(2(I1 − I3) cos4 ϕ− (I1 − I3) cos2 ϕ− I1)gmz0ω2 + g2m2z2
0 cos ϕ sin2 ϕ.

(29)

We note that D1, D2 and G0 are positive, and the sufficient stability conditions reduce
to G1 cos ϕ > 0 and G1G2 > 0. Let us assume that cos ϕ > 0; then, both G1 and G2 must
be greater than zero. It is easy to verify that G1,2 > 0 under the hypothesis of item 1 in the
theorem. Indeed, it is enough to solve G1,2 > 0 in terms of l3ω.

A similar situation appears if cos ϕ < 0. In this case, both G1 and G2 must be negative,
which immediately follows from the conditions of item 2.

We are left with the case cos ϕ = 0, which corresponds to the two equilibrium positions

(I1ω, 0, 0,±1, 0, 0),
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where the plus sign stands for ϕ = π/2 and the minus sign for ϕ = −π/2. They appear
if the existence condition l3ω = gmz0 is verified. Moreover, they are critical points of the
augmented Hamiltonian when

λ = −ω, µ =
1
2
(±l1 + I1ω)ω.

The space W is now generated by the vectors

ê1, ê1 −
1
l3

ê6, ê3, ê4,

and the corresponding reduced Hessian matrix reads as

Hess(HA)
∣∣∣
W×W

=



1
I2

0 0 −ω

0
1
I1

+
(±l1 + I1ω)ω3

g2m2z2
0

ω2

gmz0
0

0
ω2

gmz0

1
I3

0

−ω 0 0 (±l1 + I1ω)ω


.

From here, the principal minors are given by

D1 =
1
I2

, D2 =
g2m2z2

0 + I1ω3(±l1 + I1ω)

I1 I2g2m2z2
0

,

D3 =
I1ω3(±l1 + (I1 − I3)ω) + g2m2z2

0
I1 I2 I3g2m2z2

0
, D4 = D3(±l1 + (I1 − I2)ω)ω.

(30)

We note that all the minors are positive if l1ω satisfies the conditions in item 3. Thus, by
the Sylvester criterion, the reduced Hessian matrix is positive definite and the equilibrium
position is stable.

To finish the stability analysis, we provide necessary stability conditions for the family
of equilibria E0, which arise from the spectral stability of the associated linear system.

Theorem 7. If E0 is stable, then D4 ≥ 0, where D4 is given by (28) if cos ϕ 6= 0 and by (30) if
cos ϕ = 0.

Proof. We proceed as in Theorem 5. In this way, the characteristic polynomial associated
with the equilibrium E0 has also the form

λ2(λ4 + bλ2 + a).

For the case cos ϕ 6= 0, we obtain a cos4 ϕ = D4, where D4 is given by (28). A necessary
condition to have spectral stability is a ≥ 0, which implies D4 ≥ 0. In the case cos ϕ = 0, we
obtain aω2 = g2m2z2

0D4, with D4 as in (30) and, again, spectral stability implies D4 ≥ 0.

Remark 6. Note that, in the case D3 > 0, sufficient and necessary stability conditions are the same.
However, it seems that necessary conditions are enough to have stable rotations. As an example,
we take the case of a gyrostat with I1 = 5, I2 = 5.1, I3 = 5.2, mgz0 = 1 and ϕ = π/3. Figure 4
shows, in the plane ω–l1, the regions where the necessary stability conditions are satisfied, and the
green color represents the region where the sufficient stability conditions are also satisfied. Besides
the expected symmetry with respect to the origin, the green and red regions have in common the
points (±1.443,±0.12497). Let us take ω = 1.443 and two values of l1, one inside the green
region (l1 = 0.5) and another one inside the red one (l1 = −0.1). Figure 5 shows the time evolution
of the vector k̂, when the initial condition is slightly deviated from the equilibrium position. The
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upper panel corresponds to the case l1 = 0.5, inside the green area, and the lower one to the case
l1 = −0.1, inside the red area. There is no significant difference between the two time histories,
which constitutes evidence that necessary stability conditions are, probably, sufficient ones.

Remark 7. It is worth noting that D4 = 0 when the conditions (4) vanish. Thus, the stability
boundary corresponds to the bifurcation of the E1 family into the E0 family.

Remark 8. We stress that all the above results are also valid for a more general case. Indeed, by
adding to the three first equations of the differential system (2) with circular gyroscopic forces M
with components

L(t, k̂, π)

(
k2π3

I3
− k3π2

I2
,

k3π1

I1
− k1π3

I3
,

k1π2

I2
− k2π1

I1

)
,

where L(t, k̂, π) is an arbitrary function, we obtain the same equilibrium solutions reported in
Theorem 1. Furthermore, as proven in [46], (7), (9) and (10) remain as first integrals and the
stability results are also valid for this generalized system.

-4 -2 0 2 4

-4

-2

0

2

4

l1

ω

Figure 4. Necessary stability conditions for E0 in the plane ω–l1, for I1 = 5, I2 = 5.1, I3 = 5.2,
gmz0 = 1 and a given orientation ϕ = π/3. The green part represents both sufficient and necessary
conditions, whereas the red region only represents necessary ones.



Mathematics 2022, 10, 1882 15 of 17

0 50 100 150 200 250 300
-1.0

-0.5

0.0

0.5

1.0

k1

k2

k3

t

ki

k3

k1

k2

0 50 100 150 200 250 300
-1.0

-0.5

0.0

0.5

1.0

k1

k2

k3

t

ki

k3

k1

k2

Figure 5. Time evolution of the orientation of the gyrostat for I1 = 5, I2 = 5.1, I3 = 5.2, gmz0 = 1 and
an initial condition close to the prescribed equilibrium E0, located at θ = π/2, ϕ = π/3. The upper
panel corresponds to ω = 1.443 and l1 = 0.5, inside the green area of Figure 4, and the lower one to
ω = 1.443 and l1 = −0.1, in the red area. The blue dot represents the equilibrium position.

4. Conclusions

The main conclusion of this work is about the existence of permanent stable rotations
around an axis oriented in any direction of the space by the action of two rotors, one of
them aligned along the principal axis where the center of mass lies. Indeed, from the results
in Section 3, it follows that, given a particular gyrostat and a concrete orientation, it is
possible to find appropriate gyrostatic moments and angular velocities in such a way that
the gyrostat maintains its orientation along time, even in the case of small perturbations.
This is achieved if the gyrostatic moments are chosen in order that the sufficient stability
conditions stated in Theorems 3, 4 and 6 hold. In the case cos θ 6= 0, the constraints (4)
reduce in great manner the possible choices of l1, l3 and ω. However, if cos θ = 0, there
is an extra degree of freedom and, for every ω, it is possible to obtain suitable l1 and l3,
giving rise to stable rotations. Moreover, necessary and sufficient stability conditions match
in many cases and there is evidence that necessary conditions are also sufficient ones.
However, this result cannot be proven using the Energy-Casimir method.
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24. Comănescu, D. Stability of equilibrium states in the Zhukovsky case of heavy gyrostat using algebraic methods. Math. Meth.

Appl. Sci. 2013, 36, 373–382. [CrossRef]
25. Doroshin, A.V. Regimes of regular and chaotic motion of gyrostats in the central gravity field. Commun. Nonlinear Sci. Numer.

Simult. 2019, 69, 416–431. [CrossRef]
26. Iñarrea, M.; Lanchares, V.; Pascual, A.I.; Elipe, A. Stability of the permanent rotations of an asymmetric gyrostat in a uniform

Newtonian field. Appl. Math. Comput. 2017, 293, 404–415. [CrossRef]
27. Iñarrea, M.; Lanchares, V.; Pascual, A.I.; Elipe, A. On the Stability of a Class of Permanent Rotations of a Heavy Asymmetric

Gyrostat. Regul. Chaotic Dyn. 2017, 22, 824–839. [CrossRef]
28. Kovalev, A.M. Stability of steady rotations of a heavy gyrostat about its principal axis. J. Appl. Math. Mech. 1980, 44, 709–712.

[CrossRef]
29. Kovalev, A.M. Stability of Stationary Motions of Mehcanical Systems with a Rigid Body as the Basic Element. Nonlinear Dyn. Syst.

Theory 2001, 1, 81–96.

http://doi.org/10.2514/3.56136
http://dx.doi.org/10.2514/3.21155
http://dx.doi.org/10.1142/S0218127400000712
http://dx.doi.org/10.1142/S0218127498000401
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF02417877
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jappmathmech.2015.03.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.aml.2012.02.035
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/0305-4470/30/2/021
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0093-6413(97)00074-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1063/1.531867
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10569-008-9129-6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jappmathmech.2014.09.007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1070/RD2003v008n03ABEH000245
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0021-8928(61)90094-6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jappmathmech.2016.06.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1134/S0010952510020085
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0021-8928(62)90099-0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0021-8928(67)90064-0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s12346-014-0128-6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/mma.2595
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cnsns.2018.10.004
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.amc.2016.08.041
http://dx.doi.org/10.1134/S156035471707005X
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0021-8928(80)90005-2


Mathematics 2022, 10, 1882 17 of 17

30. Kholostova, O.V. On Stability of Permanent Staude’s Rotations in a General Case of a Mass Geometry of a Rigid Body. Nelin.
Dinam. 2009, 5, 357–375. [CrossRef]

31. Schiehlen, W.O.; Weber, H.I. On the Stability of Staude’s Permanent Rotations of a Gyroscope with Damping. Ingenieur-Archiv
1977, 46, 281–292. [CrossRef]

32. Bardin, B.S.; Rudenko, T.V.; Savin, A.A. On the Orbital Stability of Planar Periodic Motions of a Rigid Body in the Bobylev-Steklov
Case. Regul. Chaotic Dyn. 2012, 17, 533–546. [CrossRef]

33. Bardin, B.S.; Savin, A.A. The Stability of the Plane Periodic Motions of a Symmetrical Rigid Body with a Fixed Point. J. Appl.
Math. Mech. 2013, 77, 578–587. [CrossRef]

34. Bardin, B.S. Stability Problem for Pendulum-Type Motions of a Rigid Body in the Goryachev-Chaplygin Case. Mech. Solids 2007,
42, 177–183. [CrossRef]

35. Bardin, B.S.; Savin, A.A. On the Orbital Stability of Pendulum-Like Motions of a Rigid Body in the Bobylev-Steklov Case. Regul.
Chaotic Dyn. 2010, 15, 704–716. [CrossRef]

36. Markeev, A.P. On the Steklov Case in Rigid Body Dynamics. Regul. Chaotic Dyn. 2005, 10, 81–93. [CrossRef]
37. Vera, J.A. The gyrostat with a fixed point in a Newtonian force field: Relative equilibria and stability. J. Math. Anal. Appl. 2013,

401, 836–849. [CrossRef]
38. Volkova, O.S. Motion of a Heavy Gyrostat with Variable Gyrostatic Moment in the Generalized Steklov Case. Mech. Solids 2015,

50, 233–244. [CrossRef]
39. Gashenenko, I.N.; Richter, P.H. Enveloping surfaces and adnmissible velocities of heavy rigid bodies. Int. J. Bifurcat. Chaos 2004,

14, 2525–2553. [CrossRef]
40. Marsden, J.E. Lectures on Mechanics; Cambridge University Press: Cambridge, MA, USA, 1992.
41. Ortega, J.P.; Ratiu, T.S. Non-linear stability of singular relative periodic orbits in Hamiltonian systems with symmetry. J. Geom.

Phys. 1999, 32, 160–188. [CrossRef]
42. Bloch, A.M.; Marsden, J.E. Stabilization of rigid body dynamics by the Energy-Casimir method. Syst. Control Lett. 1990, 14,

341–346. [CrossRef]
43. Holm, D., Marsden, J.E.; Ratiu, T.S.; Weinstein, A. Nonlinear stability of fluid and plasma equilibria. Phys. Rep. 1985, 123, 1–116.

[CrossRef]
44. Leimanis, E. The General Problem of the Motion of Coupled Rigid Bodies about a Fixed Point; Springer: Berlin/Heidelberg, Germany,

1965.
45. Arnol’d, V.I. On an a priori estimate in the theory of hydrodynamical stability. Am. Math. Soc. Transl. 1969, 79, 267–269.
46. Kosov, A.A.; Semenov, E.I. On first integrals and stability of stationary motions of gyrostat. Phys. D 2022, 430, 133103. [CrossRef]

http://dx.doi.org/10.20537/nd0903004
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF00536482
http://dx.doi.org/10.1134/S1560354712060056
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jappmathmech.2014.03.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.3103/S0025654407020021
http://dx.doi.org/10.1134/S1560354710060067
http://dx.doi.org/10.1070/RD2005v010n01ABEH000302
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jmaa.2012.11.003
http://dx.doi.org/10.3103/S0025654415030012
http://dx.doi.org/10.1142/S021812740401103X
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0393-0440(99)00024-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0167-6911(90)90055-Y
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0370-1573(85)90028-6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.physd.2021.133103

	Introduction
	Equations of Motion and Equilibrium Solutions
	Stability Analysis
	Stability of the Equilibrium E1
	Stability of the Equilibrium E0

	Conclusions
	References

