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The purpose of this thesis is to explore how religious hospitality has been transformed
in the process of modernization, and what kind of religious hospitality is offered in the current
context of pilgrimage tourism. To answer these questions, this thesis explores (1) Mobility—
exploring the transformation of pilgrimage and sacred sites resulting from new modes of
transportation, (2) Commodification—examining the influence of commercialized pilgrimage
and tourism on traditional practices of hospitality and (3) Spiritual labor—detailing the spiritual
and secular work of religious workers in temple-stay tourism. This thesis focuses on Koyasan,
a sacred site of the Koyasan Shingon (Esoteric) Buddhism in Wakayama Prefecture. Koyasan
has a long history of more than 1,200 years, and is now known as a religious sanctuary and a
world-famous tourist destination. By choosing such a place as the research area, it is possible
to investigate the transformation and current status of religious hospitality. This thesis is based
on a constructivist approach, and three qualitative studies were conducted. Specifically, (1) a
survey of local literatures along the Koyasan pilgrimage route, (2) an ethnographic study of
local residents reviving religious hospitality, and (3) interviews with monks working in temple
lodgings.

As aresult, this thesis identifies the following four points. First, it was found that there
are two types of religious hospitality in Koyasan: osetfai by local residents and fiuse by monks.
The characteristic feature of osettai by the local people is that the osettai offered to pilgrims
and tourists who are disguised by Kobo-Daishi is associated with rewards and punishments,
which is similar to the structure of religious hospitality in ancient Greek and Roman mythology.
On the other hand, the fuse by monks is considered to be a practice to bring people closer to
enlightenment, and has nothing to do with whether the traveler is a transcendent being. In other
words, it can be pointed out that the osettai of local residents is not identical to that of monks’
offerings, although there are similarities with the religious hospitality found in ancient Greek

and Roman mythology across time and space.



Secondly, from the perspective of mobility, it was shown that the speed and flexibility
of mobility of pilgrims and tourists are important for the practice of religious hospitality. In the
first half of the 20th century, the practice of offering osettai to pilgrims to Koyasan was
discontinued as the means of transportation developed. However, the practice was revived in
2020 with the planning of a walking pilgrimage tour. By tracing the transformation of osettai,
this thesis suggests that the speed and flexibility of the pilgrims and tourists’ movement is an
important premise for the practice of religious hospitality.

Thirdly, from the perspective of commodification, it was clarified that even if osettai
by local residents is incorporated as part of the tour, the underlying belief in Kobo-Daishi is
maintained. The inclusion of osettai in walking pilgrimage tours means that the osettai becomes
a key attraction and the host to receive pilgrims shifts from the local residents to the tour
organizers. However, the local residents did not consider this change to be very important, and
it was found that supporting pilgrims and tourists through the revival of the osettai strengthened
the Kobo-Daishi faith. This thesis suggests that commodification is a factor in the revival of
osettai, but what is more important is whether the local residents maintain their religious beliefs.

Fourthly, from the perspective of spiritual labor, it was described that monks have
conflicts to provide religious hospitality in commercialized temple-stay context. Fuse is an
attempt to achieve the path to enlightenment by offering various kinds of offerings. On the other
hand, commercial hospitality and the modern work environment restrict the provision of
religious hospitality to those who are paid for their stay and during their working hours. This
paper shows that in this environment, monks are trying to achieve religious hospitality through
the management of spiritual labor at the individual and organizational levels. In addition, it was
found that there is no significant difference in the way spiritual labor is managed in both
companies and lodgings.

By using the three perspectives of mobility, commodification, and spiritual labor, this
thesis contributes to a multifaceted understanding of the nature of religious hospitality. The
paper also makes a contextual contribution to the study of pilgrimage tourism in Japan through

rich ethnographic descriptions.
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