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An Intersection of Historical Memory and Literary Story:
The Atomic Bomb Story “Festival Place”

Division of Human and Socio-Environmental Studies
Graduate School of Human and Socio-Environmental Studies, Kanazawa University
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Abstract

In post-war discourse on the Nagasaki atomic bombing, which mainly comprises “trial, ” “martyrdom,
” and “serenity, ” Hayashi Kyoko’s debut work, “Festival Place” (“Matsuri no Ba”) records her experience
of the atomic bombing while recognizing the three decades since the atomic bombing and its associated
narratives. Since the significance and characteristics of this work have not been fully discussed, this paper
explores them by reading “Festival Place” as a work presenting the experience of the atomic bombing as
a re-expression of history. First, the paper starts with an introduction of previous studies. Next, the paper
clarifies how Hayashi expresses her atomic bomb experiences from different angles to create a larger and
more comprehensive work of atomic bomb literature. Last, this paper analyzes how Hayashi reveals what
has been obscured by atomic bomb rhetoric and witnesses a new history with a strong rebellious spirit. This
paper suggests the possibility that “Festival Place” has widened the historical descriptions of atomic bomb
literature..
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