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The post-war situation of the Roma in Hungarian society has been marked by dramatic

alterations, due to regime changes, transformations in the structure of the social

division of labor and the place of the Roma in (and outside of) it, shifts in the mutual

perception of the majority and minority populations, oscillations in government

policies, and much else. But continuous through all these changes is the fact of social

exclusion. The authors, Balázs and György Majtényi are uniquely qualified to deal

with the complexities of this history and to explain why the exclusion remained

constant over it. is a must read.A Contemporary History of Exclusion

János Kis, Professor of Political Science and of Philosophy,

Central European University

This important book examines the history of the Roma in Hungary after WWII. Theo-

retically engaged and historically sensitive, this account of the Roma's position in

Hungary through multiple regime changes shows how and why efforts to deal with

the “Roma question” repeatedly reinforced inequality despite official pronounce-

ments to the contrary. The authors add their own broader theoretical engagement

to set Roma history against a broader landscape of revolution and intolerance. This

is crucial scholarship for all those who are engaged in the study of Central Europe or

in the examination of minority cultures around the world.

Kim Lane Scheppele, Laurance S. Rockefeller Professor of Sociology

and International Affairs, Princeton University

This is a well-written, carefully researched and beautifully illustrated book on the

history of Hungarian Roma—especially of governmental regulations or Roma-majority

relations between 1945 and 2015. The authors call it a “counter-history.” And it is.

Some of us had a somewhat rosier picture of the situation of the Roma during socialism

(nearly full employment, less racial prejudice) and a darker view of post-communism

(more poverty, more unemployment and racial violence). The book presents a some-

what nostalgic view of the “radiant future of liberalism” written in the current darkness

of “illiberalism.”

Iv n Szelényi, William Graham Sumner Emeritus Professor of Sociologyá

and Political Science, Yale University
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ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Balázs Majtényi is a lawyer and associate

professor at Eötvös Loránd University,

Budapest, and senior research fellow at the

Institute for Legal Studies of the Hungarian

Academy of Sciences. His research interests

include nation building, constitutional law, and

human rights.

György Majtényi is a historian and profes-

sor at Eszterházy Károly University of Applied

Sciences . His research interests, Eger

include history of the dominant elite in

Hungary during state socialism and Roma

social history.

This is their first co-authored book which

was first published in Hungarian.

This book discusses the history of the Gypsy/

Roma issue in the context of Hungarian

history, relying on state policy documents.

The authors track events and narratives

from the historical turning point of 1945 to

the present. The volume argues that despite

various political changes, official policies

towards the Roma have been characterized

by continuous exclusion. Written from an

equality and human rights perspective, the

volume breaks with the dominant discourse

that has constructed the Roma from the

viewpoint of the state and which, further,

has long determined discourse.scholarly
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