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Land Acknowledgement
We gather today in Chicago, which is located on traditional unceded 
homelands of the Council of the Three Fires: The Odawa, Ojibwe 
and Potawatomi Nations. Many other tribes such as the Miami, 
Ho-Chunk, Menominee, Sac and Fox also called this area home. The 
region has long been a center for Indigenous people to gather, 
trade, and maintain kinship ties. Today, one of the largest urban 
American Indian communities in the United States resides in 
Chicago. Members of this community continue to contribute to the 
life of this city and to celebrate their heritage, practice traditions, 
and care for the land and waterways.

Wikidata WikiProject for Indigenous peoples of North America

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q1297
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q2491749
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q536116
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q255872
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q1065583
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q956264
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q1537653
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q1537653
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q96201306
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q1437595
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q1440169
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Indigenous_peoples_of_North_America
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Mix‘n’Match-ing Artist Names at 
the Frick Art Reference Library

Karly Wildenhaus (she/her)

ARLIS/NA 50th Annual Conference (April 8, 2022)



Wikidata is a free, 
collaborative, and 
multilingual database 
collecting structured 
data to provide support 
for Wikipedia, 
Wikimedia Commons, 
the other wikis of the 
Wikimedia movement, 
and to anyone in the 
world.



Example of Wikidata item



Example of Wikidata item identifiers



The mission of the Frick Art 
Reference Library (“FARL”) is to 
provide public access to materials 
and programs focused on the study of 
fine and decorative arts created in 
the Western tradition from the fourth 
to the mid-twentieth century.



Source Quantity of Unique
Artist Names

Wikidata Property Used

Frick Art Reference Library 
Photoarchive

39,827 Frick Art Reference Library Artist File ID 
(P7848)

Spanish Artists from the Fourth 
to the Twentieth Century

5,007 Spanish Artists from the Fourth to the 
Twentieth Century ID (P8572)

Museum Collection 420 has works in the collection (P6379)

Archives Directory for the 
History of Collecting in America

252 Archives Directory for the History of 
Collecting in America ID (P7128)

Frick Collection and Frick Art 
Reference Library Archives

12 archives at (P485)

Total 42,606*

*(2,905 artists appeared in 2 or more sources)



Materials from the Frick Photoarchive



Mix‘n’Match home page <https://mix-n-match.toolforge.org/>

https://mix-n-match.toolforge.org/


Mix‘n’Match home page <https://mix-n-match.toolforge.org/>

https://mix-n-match.toolforge.org/


Mix‘n’Match import or update catalog <https://mix-n-match.toolforge.org/#/import/>

https://mix-n-match.toolforge.org/#/import/


MARC catalog record MARC for artist file

leader    02851nkc a2200625Ka 4500
001    991005831779707141
005    20210305225423.0
006    knnn        cn
007    ki |||
008    130915i19209999xxunnn        cneng d
035    ##$a(nynyarc)b12700198-01nya_inst
035    ##$a(OCoLC)858257921
040    ##$aFXM $cFXM
043    ##$an-us---
049    ##$aFXMA
100    1#$aBoas, Simone, $d1895-
245    10$aSimone Marthe Brangier Boas $h[graphic] : $bartist file : $kstudy photographs and reproductions of works of art with accompanying documentation.
260    ##$c1920-
300    ##$a1 folder sculpture [as of 2013] : $bill. (some col.) ; $c34 cm.
336    ##$astill image $bsti $2rdacontent
337    ##$aunmediated $bn $2rdamedia
338    ##$asheet $bnb $2rdacarrier
351    ##$bArtist file further arranged by subject.
500    ##$aCompiled by staff of the Frick Art Reference Library.
500    ##$aSize of items in boxes varies.
500    ##$aThe Library continues to add to the file.
500    ##$aTitle from container.
520    2#$aAssembled artist file includes b&w photographs, reproductions from books and auction catalogs, and in some cases, negatives.  Items may include full views, details, before and after restoration views, etc.  Documentation may include artist name, title of work, medium, dimensions, provenance, exhibition history, related works, previous attributions, and bibliography.
540    ##$aPhotocopies of items and accompanying documentation are available upon request, subject to fees and other current guidelines for reproduction.  Photographic prints from the Library's negatives may be ordered subject to copyright requirements.
555    0#$aLocal database may provide access to selected items in the file.
600    10$aBoas, Simone, $d1895-
650    #0$aArt, American. $0http://id.loc.gov/authorities/subjects/sh85007537
650    #7$aArt $xAmerican $xReproductions. $2lctgm
655    #7$aAmerican School. $2local
655    #7$aArtist files. $2aat
655    #7$aClippings. $2aat
655    #7$aPhotographs. $2aat
655    #7$aReproductions. $2aat
655    #7$aVertical files. $2aat
710    2#$aFrick Art Reference Library. $0http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n83192952 $1http://viaf.org/viaf/123077421
852    8#$aNNFr $hS 100 Boas
856    41$uhttps://digitalcollections.frick.org/digico/#/archive/Photoarchive $zFrick Digital Collections
902    ##$a210308 $d130915
902    ##$d130915
910    ##$a.b12700198
945    ##$aS 100 Boas $g1 $j0 $lfp $ox $p$0.00 $q- $r- $s7   $t6 $u0 $v0 $w0 $x0 $y.i22764471 $z130915
948    ##$aRDA ENRICHED
948    ##$aLTI 11/07/2013
948    ##$aMARS
948    ##$aRDA ENRICHED
948    ##$aMARS
948    ##$aLTI 11/07/2013
948    ##$aLTI 11/07/2013
952    8#$aNNFr $hS 100 Boas
996    ##$b1 $c130915 $dc $eq   $f- $g0 $lfp



MARC catalog record MARC for artist file

leader    02851nkc a2200625Ka 4500
001    991005831779707141
005    20210305225423.0
006    knnn        cn
007    ki |||
008    130915i19209999xxunnn        cneng d
035    ##$a(nynyarc)b12700198-01nya_inst
035    ##$a(OCoLC)858257921
040    ##$aFXM $cFXM
043    ##$an-us---
049    ##$aFXMA
100    1#$aBoas, Simone, $d1895-
245    10$aSimone Marthe Brangier Boas $h[graphic] : $bartist file : $kstudy photographs and reproductions of works of art with accompanying documentation.
260    ##$c1920-
300    ##$a1 folder sculpture [as of 2013] : $bill. (some col.) ; $c34 cm.
336    ##$astill image $bsti $2rdacontent
337    ##$aunmediated $bn $2rdamedia
338    ##$asheet $bnb $2rdacarrier
351    ##$bArtist file further arranged by subject.
500    ##$aCompiled by staff of the Frick Art Reference Library.
500    ##$aSize of items in boxes varies.
500    ##$aThe Library continues to add to the file.
500    ##$aTitle from container.
520    2#$aAssembled artist file includes b&w photographs, reproductions from books and auction catalogs, and in some cases, negatives.  Items may include full views, details, before and after restoration views, etc.  Documentation may include artist name, title of work, medium, dimensions, provenance, exhibition history, related works, previous attributions, and bibliography.
540    ##$aPhotocopies of items and accompanying documentation are available upon request, subject to fees and other current guidelines for reproduction.  Photographic prints from the Library's negatives may be ordered subject to copyright requirements.
555    0#$aLocal database may provide access to selected items in the file.
600    10$aBoas, Simone, $d1895-
650    #0$aArt, American. $0http://id.loc.gov/authorities/subjects/sh85007537
650    #7$aArt $xAmerican $xReproductions. $2lctgm
655    #7$aAmerican School. $2local
655    #7$aArtist files. $2aat
655    #7$aClippings. $2aat
655    #7$aPhotographs. $2aat
655    #7$aReproductions. $2aat
655    #7$aVertical files. $2aat
710    2#$aFrick Art Reference Library. $0http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n83192952 $1http://viaf.org/viaf/123077421
852    8#$aNNFr $hS 100 Boas
856    41$uhttps://digitalcollections.frick.org/digico/#/archive/Photoarchive $zFrick Digital Collections
902    ##$a210308 $d130915
902    ##$d130915
910    ##$a.b12700198
945    ##$aS 100 Boas $g1 $j0 $lfp $ox $p$0.00 $q- $r- $s7   $t6 $u0 $v0 $w0 $x0 $y.i22764471 $z130915
948    ##$aRDA ENRICHED
948    ##$aLTI 11/07/2013
948    ##$aMARS
948    ##$aRDA ENRICHED
948    ##$aMARS
948    ##$aLTI 11/07/2013
948    ##$aLTI 11/07/2013
952    8#$aNNFr $hS 100 Boas
996    ##$b1 $c130915 $dc $eq   $f- $g0 $lfp

001 991005831779707141
100 1#$aBoas, Simone, $d1895-
245 10$aSimone Marthe Brangier Boas

$h[graphic] : $bartist file :
$kstudy photographs and
reproductions of works of art 
with accompanying documentation.

655 #7$aAmerican School. $2local
710 2#$aFrick Art Reference Library.



Mix‘n’Match import specification <https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Mix%27n%27match/Import>

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Mix%27n%27match/Import


Catalog data transformed to fit Mix‘n’Match specification

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DmuPzO-vXYO3kwU9wxMSPElkUvZVIhTGqcheJT5dvE4/edit?usp=sharing


Publishing a Google Sheet to the web





Importing a Google Sheet into Mix‘n’Match



Confirming data columns during Mix‘n’Match import







A suggested match in the “Preliminarily matched” view



Confirming a match in the “Preliminarily matched” view







Match mode





Visual tool



Searching across all Mix‘n’Match catalogs for a name



Same name from multiple datasets





 × 42,610 names!! 

https://w.wiki/4$i$
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6,286 names matched by 
Mix‘n’Match’s “Automatic 
name/date matcher”



70.2% by Frick project leads

14.8% by Mix‘n’Match system

8.4% by non-Frick Wikidata editors

3.0% by other Frick staff
3.6% by Frick practicum students
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13,532
creation of
new items

(31.8%)

29,076
matches to

existing items
(68.2%)

Ratio of Existing/New Items
for Photoarchive Artists



SPARQL query of artists in the Frick Photoarchive <https://w.wiki/3DKq>

https://w.wiki/3DKq


Documentation <https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_PCC_Wikidata_Pilot/Frick_Art_Reference_Library>

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_PCC_Wikidata_Pilot/Frick_Art_Reference_Library


Karly Wildenhaus
Senior Metadata Specialist

New York Public Library
karlywildenhaus@nypl.org

Join the ARLIS/NA Wikidata Group
<https://groups.google.com/g/arlis-wikidata>

Thank you!
Frick Mix‘n’Matchers
Mary Seem

Cori Edmonds-Hutchinson

Larissa Brijmohan

Emma Claire Marvin

Jerry Beersdorf

Sonia Agnew

Eugenie Fortier

Scott Calhoun

Charles Basman

mailto:karlywildenhaus@nypl.org
https://groups.google.com/g/arlis-wikidata


From Invisible to Visible:
Evans-Tibbs Artists Wikidata Project

Soo Bae, Librarian

ARLIS/NA Conference
April 8, 2022



● 807 Artists of African diaspora 
● Active locally in the Washington D.C. and nationally (1890 - )
● Evans-Tibbs Jr. established the ET Collection 

consisting of various ephemeral materials 
● Highly valued and well used resources in art research
● Less accessible due to the nature of the materials, 

limited cataloging staff, etc.

Evans-Tibbs Artists in NGA Library Vertical Files

Goals
● Improve accessibility and visibility of ET Artists 
● Explore the functionalities of Wikidata as a Linked

Open Data platform

1

   Materials from Evans-Tibbs Vertical Files



Workflow (August 2020 - August 2021) 

1.   Planning/Prepare Data (2 mon)
- Create a project plan
- Identify which of 800 Tibbs artists are already in Wikidata
- Create a data model

2.   Data Collection (5 mon)
- Collect data form the vertical files 

& external resources
- Compile all of the data into spreadsheets

2

< Data Model >



Workflow (Continued)
3.   Data Conversion (2 mon)

- Clean up any data errors and reconcile data using OpenRefine
- Convert the data to QuickStatements syntax

4.   Data Uploading (2 mon)
- Perform batch loading using QuickStatements
- Use manual editing for minor editing

5.   Queries/Visualization (1 mon)
- Perform data queries
- Create graphs, charts, maps, timelines, etc. 

6.   Evaluation/Documentation (1 mon)

3



Challenges  
● Ethical representation of living artists’ private information 

Just because you can capture it, should you? e.g. date of birth, gender, etc. 
➢ Exclude private information unless exclusively stated by sources
➢ Capture the birth year only for living artists
➢ Use the property of work location instead of residence

● Couldn’t have full control over our data, especially for gender 
Gender bot keeps adding gender inferred from given name

4



Challenges  
● How to make our collection visible and accessible?

Where to include links to Primo records?
➢ Approval of new property:

National Gallery of Art Library Bibliographic ID (P1903)

5



Challenges  
● How to make our collection visible and accessible?

Where to include links to Primo records?
➢ Approval of new property:

National Gallery of Art Library Bibliographic ID (P1903)
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Challenges  
● Challenges to our information gathering

● Technical Challenges
data conversion, batch uploading (OpenRefine, QuickStatements, etc.)
➢  Support from the PCC & LD4 Wikidata communities

AAVAD no longer available

Internet Archive Wayback Machine

7



external identifiers for authority databases

reference & 
retrieved date

Final Outcome: Increase the Visibility of the ET Artists 

property value

identifier

● 407 Evans-Tibbs artists newly added to Wikidata   

8



Final Outcome: Increase the Visibility of the ET Artists 
● A to Z list in our Wikidata project page            

9



Primitivism and cosmopolitanism in 21th-century African American painting

Portraits of A People: Picturing African Americans in the 19th Century

Contemporary Black Women Artists

Photography of and by the African Diaspora

Five Decades of Printmaking by David C. Driskell

Black Artists in the New York Scene

(Re)surfacing Black Presence: Photography, Black Women’s Bodies, and Geographies

The Self-Taught Artist and American Avant-Gardes

Visual Arts of the Harlem Renaissance

Black Modernisms 

● Examples of research projects in African American Art   
Final Outcome: Provide Data Query Service to support Research

10



Primitivism and cosmopolitanism in 21th-century African American painting

Portraits of A People: Picturing African Americans in the 19th Century

Contemporary Black Women Artists

Photography of and by the African Diaspora

Five Decades of Printmaking by David C. Driskell

Black Artists in the New York Scene

(Re)surfacing Black Presence: Photography, Black Women’s Bodies, and Geographies

The Self-Taught Artist and American Avant-Gardes

Visual Arts of the Harlem Renaissance

Black Modernisms 

Final Outcome: Provide Data Query Service to support Research
● Examples of research projects in African American Art   

genre

education

   date

movement

ethnicity

    sex and gender

location
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Final Outcome: Provide Data Query Service to support Research

12



Final Outcome: Provide Data Query Service to support Research
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Final Outcome: Support Data Analysis & Visualization 
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Final Outcome: Support Data Analysis & Visualization  
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Final Outcome: Support Data Analysis & Visualization  
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Final Outcome: Support Data Analysis & Visualization  
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Final Outcome: Support Data Analysis & Visualization 
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Final Outcome: Support IIIF Presentation Manifest Viewer

19



Lessons Learned
Advantages 

-  Effective to share open access resources in the global linked data environment
-  Free, ready-made infrastructure 
-  Effective to manage named entities by identifiers 
-  Easy to create and edit content
-  Provides gadgets and add-on functions, data analysis, and visualization 
-  Allows addition of more entities and properties serving our local needs
-  Collaboration with other Wikidata/GLAM communities for art related issues    

Limitations 

-  Not effective to manage information with privacy concerns 
-  Not good for managing data with copyright restrictions 
-  Not able to have full control over our data

20
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Culture, Function, 
Materials: Translating 
the Dumbarton Oaks 
Museum Collections 
into Wikidata

Bettina Smith and Stephanie Caruso, Dumbarton Oaks



 

 



Byzantine Gallery as installed c. 1947 
Mildred Barnes Bliss with visitors 
from Harvard in the Byzantine 
Collection gallery, 1963



EmbARK Database



Museum Collection Interface 



Dumbarton Oaks 
collections in 
Wikidata:
Before

19 items with location = 

Dumbarton Oaks

Most museum objects 

represented were 

paintings by “greatest 

hits” Western artists 



Property proposal



Export spreadsheet



Extract elements for stub records
Display title _ID (Object)

Accession 
Number



Synthesize brief descriptions



Display title _ID (Object)
Accession 
Number



Create stub items using QuickStatements



Stub Item



Add detail in OpenRefine



“The shape and size of this piece suggest that it may have been used as a scepter, 
perhaps topping a staff made of wood or bone” - from catalog description



        From online catalog

To Wikidata



Adding the Coins and Seals Collection







Contributing Provenance Data



Portrait of Dikran Kelekian by Milton Avery in the 
Metropolitan Museum, New York, 1998.400.1



Purchased from Dikran Kelekian

Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
51.57

Dumbarton Oaks, BZ.1946.15
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
27.58.1

Purchased from Adolph 
Loewi 



Purchased from Dikran Kelekian

Cleveland Museum of Art, 1948.27
Walters Art Museum, 83.461,  Bequest of Henry Walters in 1931 

(date and acquisition history unknown)

?



Loewi? 
Kelekian?Kelekian               Loewi            Kelekian                                         



Thank you!
● Carla Galfano, Registrar and Collections Manager
● Nam Hyun Kim, Humanities Fellow
● Juan Antonio Murro, Chief Curator, Dumbarton Oaks Museum
● Jonathan Shea, Associate Curator of Coins and Seals 
● Elizabeth Dospel Williams, Associate Curator, Byzantine Collection

carusos01@doaks.org
smithb2@doaks.org



Working toward a 
Wikibase: Art Wiki* 
Projects at the 
Smithsonian Libraries

Anne Evenhaugen, Smithsonian Libraries and Archives



PCC Wikidata Smithsonian Projects

• African Ethnic Groups

• Chinese Ancestors Portraits

• Dibner Scientific Portraits

• Smithsonian Research Online

• Artists' Files



 The Smithsonian Institution has more 
than 155 million items and specimens in 
collections across 21 museums and the 
National Zoo, not to mention 21 libraries, 
that often have different data about the 
same subject.  

The SI Wikibase project is a 
pan-institutional effort that seeks to link 
together the disparate data across the 
Smithsonian and eventually supplement 
the data with external sources to 
provide a more complete picture about a 
specific subject, while maintaining the 
provenance from the respective sources. 



 

What is a wikibase?

Wikimedia Deutschland: https://wikiba.se/



Wikibase in the World



Wikibase in the World



PCC Wikidata Smithsonian Projects

Our projects all centered 
around dealing with names 
(people, organizational units) 
and initially focused on playing 
with a linked open tool to 
manage identity management

From the Smithsonian Collections Search Center: 
https://collections.si.edu/search/results.htm?q=william+h+johnson+art 



African Ethnic Groups

• Revised and fleshed out descriptive 
statements for a pilot of 250 
African ethnic groups

• Added variants and the term 
“people” to all ethnic names, and 
worked toward creating a new 
wikidata property to show colonial 
relationships

Map of West Africa showing Mandinka peoples, 
languages, and influence, 1906 
commons.wikimedia.org/entity/M50936230

https://commons.wikimedia.org/entity/M50936230


Chinese Ancestors Portraits

• Identified or created Wikidata items for 

sitters from a pilot of ~100 portraits 

owned by the National Museum of Asian 

Art. 

• Created “Q” IDs for the paintings and 

added the images to the Wikimedia 

Commons



Dibner Scientific Portraits
• Significantly enhanced the Wikidata 

records for both the portrait sitters, 

primarily scientists and those in related 

technical fields, and for the illustrators, 

engravers, photographers and other 

visual artists and publishing firms who 

created the portraits

• Added the agents to our Smithsonian 

Wikibase instance

Portrait of André Thouin. Engraving by Ambroise Tardieu. 1824.
https://library.si.edu/image-gallery/73066 

https://library.si.edu/image-gallery/73066


Smithsonian Research Online

• Enhanced and updated Wikidata records for 

Smithsonian museums and research units, and a 

selection of the researchers already with a 

presence in Wikidata



Artists' Files
• Experimented with numerous 

workflows and software to reconcile 

a pilot group of about 4,000 

American artists names in our Art 

and Artist Files with Wikidata

• Currently working to add the pilot set 

to our Smithsonian Wikibase 

instance, using our selected core 

properties



 

Internal Smithsonian beta wikibase homepage



Growing Pains

• IT support needed, network-hosting 
issues

• Difficulty going between wikiDATA 
and your homegrown wikiBASE

• Staff time, learning curves, and 
messy data

Andy Warhol example from Reasonator that we hope to emulate: 
https://reasonator.toolforge.org/?&q=5603 

https://reasonator.toolforge.org/?&q=5603


Thank you.

Anne Evenhaugen
EvenhaugenA@si.edu



Wikidata Resources

Guides
Practical Wikidata for Librarians

Groups
ARLIS/NA Wikidata Group
LD4 Wikidata Affinity Group

Classes
Wiki Edu’s Wikidata Institute
LJA’s Introduction to Wikidata

Wikidata WikiProjects
Archival Description
Authority control
Cultural heritage
Indigenous peoples of

North America
Libraries
Museums
Visual arts

Blog Posts
Smithsonian Wikidata blog series

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Linked_Data_for_Production/Practical_Wikidata_for_Librarians
https://groups.google.com/%20g/arlis-wikidata
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_LD4_Wikidata_Affinity_Group
https://wikiedu.org/learn/
https://libraryjuiceacademy.com/shop/course/299-introduction-to-wikidata/
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Archival_Description
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Authority_control
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Cultural_heritage
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Indigenous_peoples_of_North_America
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Indigenous_peoples_of_North_America
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Libraries
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Linked_Data_for_Production/Practical_Wikidata_for_Librarians#:~:text=Wikidata%3AWikiProject_Museums
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Visual_arts
https://blog.library.si.edu/blog/tag/wikidata-series/


Join the ARLIS/NA Wikidata Group

Informal affinity group for anyone 
in art information community 
interested in Wikidata that meets 
monthly(ish) via video chat

Our next call discussing MoMA’s 
exhibition data project will take 
place on Monday, April 18

Join email list at:
https://groups.google.com/g/
arlis-wikidata
Or by emailing: 
karlywildenhaus@nypl.org

https://groups.google.com/g/arlis-wikidata
https://groups.google.com/g/arlis-wikidata
mailto:karlywildenhaus@nypl.org
https://groups.google.com/g/arlis-wikidata

