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What is Bodies and Structures?
● A platform for researching 

and teaching spatial 
histories of modern East 
Asia

● A digital environment that 
reflects the depth of 
scholarship emerging on 
the subject 

● A collaborative enterprise

● A conversation



Key questions
● How can we analyze and visualize space 

and place as processes and products, not as 
empty expanse or neutral container of 
human and nonhuman action? 

● What ways of expressing/plotting spatial 
relationships can we deploy? How can we 
“provincialize” the god’s eye view of modern 
cartographic representation?

● How can we analyze and represent the 
multivocality of space?

● How do the above moves alter how we 
create knowledge about humanity’s 
pasts?



Entry Points



Primary sources // Mappable places



Primary sources // Mappable places



Help! The Questions that Keep Us Up at Night
● How can we operationalize “spaces” as “timespaces,” with multiple 

temporalities as well as spatialities?

● How do we operationalize “scale” in a way that reflects the spatialities of our 
historical actors, rather than impose prefabricated, hierarchical constructs? 

● How can we represent the labor (embodied, affective) involved in producing 
space and place and in maintaining connections and networks over time?

● How can we incorporate the non-human into our analyses?

● What kinds of maps/mappings can be shared across disciplines and 
geotemporal fields?

● What are the ludic dimensions of this project? Where and how can we engage 
questions of scholarly authority and the nature of knowledge?



“Practice is enlightenment”?
How can we most effectively articulate the significance of a project whose primary 
contribution (at this stage) is more ontological than epistemological?

“Visualization and spatial history are not about producing things that you have 
discovered. It is a means of doing research; it generates questions that 
might otherwise go unasked; it reveals historical relations that might otherwise 
go unnoticed; and it undermines, or substantiates, stories upon which we 
build our own versions of the past.”

-- Richard White, “What is Spatial 
History?” (2010)



Join the conversation!
http://scalar.chass.ncsu/bodies-and-structures

---

Email: bodiesandstructures@gmail.com 

---

Follow Bodies and Structures on social media:

Twitter: @bodiesandstruct 

Facebook: https://fb.me/bodiesandstructures 
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