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5 Ways to Waste Time on the Internet

Excerpted from Kenneth Goldsmith’s “Wasting Time on the Internet” (Harper Collins, forthcoming)
which has as an appendix a list of 101 Ways to Waste Time on the Internet.

1. Instagram something with the intention of it being taken down by Instagram. Take a screenshot
of it; keep a record of it. Instagram the screenshot. Screenshot that Instagram. If it is taken
down again, repeat the process until all you’re posting is a screenshot of a screenshot of a
screenshot . . . of the original photo.

2. Pass your laptop to the person next to you. For one minute, they can open anything on your
computer. Once something is opened, it must be left opened. You may not alter or delete
anything, just expose. At the end of one minute, you pass that laptop to the person on your left
and they get one minute with it. By the time it arrives back to you, everyone will have had
their turn with your laptop. Everything that people have opened will remain open on your
screen for you to see.

3. Take a resume from LinkedIn or an online resume sample site and apply for several jobs using
this resume, as well as an online sample cover letter if one is required. Apply to these same
jobs with your own resume and cover letter.

4. Create a Twitter account that only posts lyrics from a specific lyricist. Do this for as many
lyricists as you would like to get to know. Have each account follow each other, plus some
other accounts of your choosing.

5. Find an interesting person in a different country and completely re-create their social media
profile through your own Facebook. Proceed to comment on ten posts on your newsfeed only
in that person’s native language. If you don’t know their language, that’s even better: use
Google Translate.
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