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Interview of George King of Hays, Kansas on May 13, 1962 on dual
track at 3 3/L ips. Interviewed by Norman Mai.

I. The following is a tape‘gﬁhérviw with Mr. George King of 111 E.
16th Street,"oﬂays, Kansas. This interview is being taped at 3 3/k4 inches
per second on single track.by Norman Bmil Mai on May 13, 1962 in Hays,
Kansas.

I have to have a bit of information on you. When were you born, sir?
N. May5y3885r The S *h of My &

I. ﬂBS, I see. And where were you bom?

N. Hays.

I. Here in Hays.

N. Uh, huk. Born down there where Butler's furniture store is now.
I. You were born there?

N. Uh, huh.

I. What was your education level? How far did you go.J;'?. Scheo/ ?
N. How far did I go? I went to the tunth.grade} And because I was

a big kid every darn teacher I had wanted to set me up as an example for

the smaller ones and I i/-:u}él g}rninded of it . And one day this
teacher said that she had a nasty note that I wrote and she was going to
whip me. I was in the tenth grade. And I said, "Oh, no." I says, "I
haven't written a note to anybody." And g says, "What is the note?"
She wouldn't show it to me. She w:mlch't tell me what it Was. And she
acted like she was going to strike me; I took the note away from her. So
that was the end of my school. I was ju about[,.,bthen. And thenfthat time

I was a pretty husky kid. I weighed 200 pounds stripped at 16. Seo
j Tham~ coaernX  Asawon ond ol 4 Do avbuk S

 Fla.s



And a, went to workiin the bakery. She ran a bakery, hotel, restaurant.
And T started working in the bakery. f worked there quite a little

while. Then in order to get her out of the business and get her away from
work she'd beensmximmg at so damn long. Had a hard time of it f«thec died
He was 48. I was 12 when he td:i.ed. And there was four of us boys. I was
the youngest. Two of then?f;;saed on now. And then I went to working

with my oldest brother.in a butcher shop after we sold the bakery. And
cut meat there for a while. Wment to Kansas City and got a job in the
SwiHs

And I got chills and fever and one thing and another, from running into

ives, _ market. Hacl Q{Jd,af_',z Hlowe

those freezers and refrigerators and out into the warm and stuff of that
kind. And one of the boys from here who was working down there at the
time wrote and told his folks about me being under the weather. When
mother heard about that she was very /2'/:7 ,80 she sent me word be back

or she's coming after me. I come back. And then I went to work in a
barber shop. And I worked for my brother Charlie for five years. Funny
thing, one night at supper mother asked me if I was going to be a barber
all my life. I said, "Well, what's the matter with it, it's pretty good."
She said, "Well, you ought to change and do something else." She said,

"I don't think you want to be a barber." I said, “ﬁftwise“ﬁﬂ . dﬁ{d
be?" She said, "You better talk to Harry,"wy brother thet had 4Be drug
store, "he wants you." I said, "Now where in the world would I get enough
money to buy an interest in that," and I said, "that's about what he nnt:d'.ﬂ
She says, "You don't worry about that," she says, "We'll take care of
that." And I come downtown that night to go to the shop%dcv:":fve used to
work till tem o'clock at night and sometimes midnight in the barber shop.
I run into an attorney who used to be here, Charlie Reager and he says,

"George," he said, "you going to be a barber all your life?" I said, "What's



Wall,

going on here, what's up?" He said, "Have you seen Harry, Have you talked
to him?" T said, "No." "You better talk to him, I think he wants you."

I said, "Well, for gete's sake that all new.to me, I don't know anything
about it. Why hasn't he said something to me?" So I decided that evening
that I would go up and talk to him. And the drug store then was in the
vacant space there between the doctor's office and the little /fcuf’ woar e
store. It was off the middle of o b"u’ﬁ{éi?é‘ y’{“/“’*’é’v'k{m) on Main
Street.

I. Oh yeah, um hum.

N. And I asked him what the game was, what the deal was, what the
gag was. He said, "Well, I want you to help me." He said, "I've got to
have you." I said, "Good Lord," I said, "there's plenty of help around
here, you have several kids helping around here." He said, "That's the
trouble." He says, "There's too damn many kids," He says, "and you can't
trust them. And we've got a couple of new doctors in town here that have
been helping themselves pretty much," and he says, "I can't stop them, I
can't say anything is wrong." I said, "Well, you want somebody to stop

them?" He said, "Yeah." LT Sa'd, ‘Mow mued /s ,/ gornq o Cash
R e ‘v‘é? \fe"?/ P ‘79/{.5 ‘74%,57 a"’f‘f/'/o“) P

hed sell
He said he'd be easy on ne,_; for several thousand dollars. I said, "Where

in the devil would I get that much money?"

I. How much?

N.. Several thousand, for half interest. I said, "Where would I get
that much money. And he says, "You needn't worry about that." He said,
"I know you can get itV I says, "Where?® He said, "Have you talked to
mother." I says, "Yeah." He skid, "Well, you just go ahead and talk to
hercand see what she says! So I gfked her about it. She says, "I have
the monéy, you can use. And we had an old soldier shayed with us he was

wWth s J'W‘E
thmrm, oh he was bthere L0 yearsand he died, he died mx=m in this house.
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And he said, "I'll make up the rest of it.m %"I'll give you a check,"
he says, "you fill in for whatever you want." So that was done. I went
in with Harry and we worked toget.i'll:’é;fv&:}?s gr 30 years before he was,
he had diabetes and I had, I had gotten a dose of tomain poisoning and my
stomach mever seemed to, I never seemed to get that thing to work. And I
hemorraged, I hemorraged « I was in the hospital
for two months one time. And I don't know how many transfusions they gave
me. But that stqnach;}';;emed like, well one ulcer would heal up and another
one would break lcose. And I would get so deathly sick and Harry had
diabetes. And one day he said, "I think we'd better sell out, get out of
this thing.' He said, "Wekl, somebody may come along some‘day and make us
an offer. We at that time[; had :-md built the ABC drug store huilding.
Put in bmndﬂ;ixtnres and put in new stock{:‘hlmt in quite a lot of money.
I. What year was this? o 0/c ( male Iy <
N. The ABC building?
I. Yeah.

ff -
N. It was aboait 25 years now. And so Kramer and Decinings Max his - eea&ﬂé %

come in there one day and m—m—u—&.—mﬂ, He'd sell out. I said,
"Well ,might akxckkakxprizex# if we could ge‘b a price," I said, "we NEVer e wiek <

Vuhe? oo s ."LI‘_ B

A ke ” o 1 A e [ ,_f:_z%-‘-: S ¥ Dy /,'. {le said, Qilpo;—" ‘Hell I said

"I don't know, I‘ll talk it over with Harry." He was back there filling

a prescription at the time, they said talk it over with him and see what

he has to say. He says, '"Who are theyZimmix@xkteksxwimx And I told him, I
told him it was Decinings and Kramer from Marysville. And he says, "I know
Jake Decinings." And He says, "they got the money too." I says, '"Well,
what do you think?" He says, "Tell them 25,000 for the stock." I says,
"25 hell," I says, "30%¥x for the stock and fixtures." So I went out and
I told them that's what it would be. They wanted to know if that included

the building. I said, "Good Lord, no." I said, "It don't include the



building, I should say not." Well, what fmxxkkatocdisxwsxwamkx rent would
we want. Well, we agreed upon that. Well, he said, doggon it, that was

on a Tuesday night, or a Tuesday evening and they said they were in hurry
to get back over to Marysville, but not to do anything till we heard from
them. And Thursday we had a telegram from them, "Be there at the bank,
ready." And sun of a gun they come in Thursday evening and laid down a
certified check for 20,000. They said, "We'll pay up the rest just as

soon as we get things straightened out here." And we agreed on the,frental s
beginning a five year lease. And they took the second five year le'zase

with an increased rate of rental. Then we wanted more room on the building,

we had planned to put a back there. I said, "Well, why

don't you guys go ahead and do what you want to and fix it up the way you
want to and we'll give you a 25 year lease and you're going to have to

pay us some more rent.' And they finally agreed to that, they put in about

ok MoRe

oh something like $10,000 im-e3l into the building. And changed all the
wiring, lowered the ceiling and put this addition on the rear, and put

in a different heating system, had a hot water heat‘”;ystem and put:’ in a gas

I.I 1
el

system of cooling and heating unit both. Well, they done alright.'}'u‘ﬁl'éyr;;e

got, Gth\iﬁk)dw on that lease to go now. And that wound that

deal up. Harry died two years ago and his wife died about a year ago. He
finally had a 1leg amputated and the other leg was getting bad and we thought
another case of amputation and he couldn't take that, couldn't stand it.
Wouldn't think ofit. And yet besides diabetes he he&, oh a little bit of

everything. And i‘ina.lly when he did go it was oh right quick, just gone

/ ACrradg € rf'('

like that. Before that, befora he died I had-'m—ghu:e one night

atter A )| Hirk A} ~¢ .+ He wanted to know what the heck had
e Z haal ki G € Cdae
happened, ﬁnd-mﬂge Hewemee. No I said, "I don't have any _::_:-_-f-_-ii
IR maybe 1 bens
I haven't seen any sign of him at all. I suppose @ thought I—’-dqwt-m

RO g P SOn d'f;-"o_f-“c/ O Jome "fz I wasn F F4 4 L e

—




And the next day it cut loss again.I could just feel that blood spurting

“f.-_,nﬂ \\:\‘:\\\ \:l,, 71 ned ol ‘ofdl Had 1

in t.here. "We're going to get you,!to the hospital amd.a, /- Asc, hoﬁ

l'. 1

nnich/;my atomacl';e Yak took. And checked on my gall bladder.
0 o ) Jod = T
A g Lo o}/, Aemmsissmmt-about 30 gall stones wo theu Took Tl:
(‘%“\\\ \')"\11\& l’&§‘ I
Then I didn't do much of anything for quite a little whilexx it was just Sy

a little relief work in the pharmacy. I did though, wfgEe, after we

sold out the drug store, I did go to a pluggers ﬁ:hool in Colorado Springs
in Denver, a pharmacy and that's when I—pﬁaedr the examination and that
uas“t;\e\:;auae I wasn't a high school graduate and all that sort of thing
that they require now. And then, they're pretty touchy about those things.

I kept myself in good standing while I done relief work for, '['QLM\ULH,‘
—

awhile, different places, in Cawker City, Hill City, Quinter and I helped

L-‘-‘-J-J'\}_":L
L 11+5 p e =Rl -
in Shangcoff down there a litple bit = ' =~ oo o 4 pani)o [
| &t the J.m RAATES
By v R P P wanted to ee ma.&: I went over there to
S |

see what ﬁh* wanted. He wanted me to go to work over there at the office.
So I was there almost 20 years and because of the dammed arthritis that I

have. That wouldn't be so bad. I got a cold and got the flu and darned

Tuy ud \!L‘tL Q-G ‘”\ Ew\ ed \\ke T
near got pneumonia rather and see=bhat settled in all my joints and & mk “\—
. X\ eS_ G et ,
a1l "° "~ that's fever. f’ﬁ A VeSTy Seay- Oouldi\t L4 QO e ¥

o T

being pooked with needles. I had the hives, ten hypos in

a week with sodium <./~ .. and stuff like that, no dope. The medicine

Qeby as : Hasn'T done

is just supposed to helpssou rcl/edt /. Doesm't heip a whole lot though.

And now it's just, last month he told me I better just take a lay off
for awhile.
I. You've been working at the power p}.ant?

f__;l\

N. Power plant, the office, that's for.qu—r



? ; L'.’{{
I. Gary Gottschalk. 1’()Le'c,'s see I, let's see you helped in the, you

were a barber, worked in the pharmacy, I mean these are former occupations,
you held.
wa>

N. well, I first a baker.

I. A baker.

N. Then a butcher.

I. Butcher.

N. Yeah, then a barber and then I went into pharmacy. I was in the
a’oore.o}x for quite a number of years before I even got a chance to go and
tilke tha emminntioh, Ahd-Uis Jabaite sokocl thet they had ix heiw; buy
they gave it to us. We went through a whole course of chemistry and maﬁve
and quality analysis and all that sort of thing in nothing flat. And it
was a three and four, three and five hour course. And we had to go through
that darm thing in about three months.

I. Now let's see I need just a bit more information here. One
thing; what's your father's name?

N. {w wWilliam King.

I. w*-willim and let's see he was born here; where was he
born?

N. He was born in Germany.

I. Germany?

N. Um hum, he left Germany during the Franco-Russian war to come
" X P>

over here in the 70's, early 70 well late '69. And he got a job at New

York as a, well he drove a doctor. He drove the doctor on his calls
Cu\(?l hed h/tel wup the P
and go out to report

there and he went out every Sunday
and watch the cavalry. And he got crazy about the cavalry and wouldn't
you know he couldn't get in. He served in the old Fifty Cavalry from

September 26!770, 75, 26th, he must have got here oh 'L8.



I. 'L48?

N. Um hum. H;ther come here.

I. What was your mother's name?

N. Her name?

I. Yes.

N. Before marriage?

I. Well, I think we just need her first name.

N. Well they, her nickname was Gretchen, of course, but then here
real name was Ellen Margaret.

I. And she was born in Germany?

N. She was born in Germany, but she didn't know DAd until they met
here. And she had promised Mrs. Henry Kruger, the man ?ﬁ‘-"x built this
Midwest tobacco company building down there. She had promised her, m
she got married and come over here to live, after her father died,)‘ a;ter
mother's father died that she would come over and be a companion. And
the day that she got in here, the morning ™®e# she got in here, they
stayed at Abilene all night, they wouldn't run at night, the train wouldn't
move at night. They stayed at Abilene all night and they got in here and
there was blood all over the depot platform mat, planks. She hugged them,
"What's this all about?¥ she asked Mr. Kruger about it. "OH," he said,
"They've been shipping a lot of buffalo hides"and he says, "a lot of
buffalo hides." But that wasn't the truth, two guys had been killed there
the night before.

I. Where was this at?

N. At the depot. That's when the depot was right out in front of
where Butler is now. And of course, she found im out in a few days what
% it was all about. Well, those were some of the specimens that went @
to Boot Hill. And just before the train pulled in they drug them inside



the depot off the platform. And they had 14id there from oh or eleven
o'clock the night before, see, all night.

I. Was this sort of a bar room fight type of deal or. . .

N. Well, it seems that, the way I got the one fellow had shot and
killed a%"é\u of some other guy, a m(&gﬁ of his) rather, so he walked
up behind this Qpher gu{Lan this\plattbrn and he plugged him in the back

whew Y oenes shot
of the head andAPhat was all. Now this picture here is 18th Street, that
is just two blocks north of herq,&nd they were grading that street through
there and that's they way they run into the bodies. See the bones in the
boxes, hammond and brown shoes.

I. Oh yeah. Well, what was the, was thiai'%&pse are all characters
that were buried up there on boot hill.

é. Oh this was boot hill"ﬁn 18th Street?

N. Yeah, now here's some more smaller pictures of bones and stuff
that T had, that T got myself. I had charge of the cemetary out here for
11 years. I Just donated my time and worked.

I. When was this?

N. Now.

I. When did you work out there?

N. Oh, that's been several years ago now since it went over to the
city. Here's one guy we got.

I. Yeah. ’

N. YOu can see how he was cro; E'hﬁﬂ%,

I. It looks like somebody mashed him along side the head there.

N. Yes, he did. I picked lh%&%? one fellow up there with a stick he
poked himself eyes out, you lmcrw?}"&nd picked up his skull and the bullet

fell out of the back of it, the whole back of his head come out so. . .
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I. So you dan't think old Dodge City was such a rough shooting town
compared to Hays?

N. No, Dodge City didn't have nothing, well they come over here to
get their lumber to build what they got over there and come over here to
get their organization papers to organize the city. Now here's something
that is kind of unusual.

I. A mountain lion?

N. That was killed right out here north of town. That was Jace Spat

7[1:":1 Bill Appleboy, hexx his son-in-law, E:hé L \\\¢ Eﬁ:ﬁé al\ XEEEE! Q\El§°

They had that lion down at the, the museum for a long time.
I. Well, they've got one in there now, If"mg:xf{ (1 TheSaene ore,
N. They have? It's probably gotten moth eaten or something. And

here, I didn't go to school down there but they rooked me inktm on every )

=
damn thing they had there. And they had operas and stuff. Princess %&? that was

that was a pretty good old play for high school.

I. Now what was this?

N. Princess %&Gr\m:rz

I. What is that?

N. Down here at the college, Fort Hays State. And these are some
pictures that was taken down there.

I. Have you donated any of these, any pictures like these to the
college.

N. Oh yeah, a bunch of them down there.

I. I know there are several of them that XX look qihite similar to
these, like these.

N. Well, I'll show you some. Here I think I was singing J?teit,s Y wen

Lo hout Amy Hat.
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I. Oh, you actually took part in these.
wa
N. Oh, sure. Yes, I had leads in all of them. Old Henry é._\*d%ﬂla\l

grabbed me every time he had a chance.

o

I. Who was this?
LQ{!&CL
N. Henry + He used to be head of the music department. This
n2%

mne here is)_} 5 . P VY @@..{\\ %\me\\_____ 7@'2 asuTSe hen -
I. It looks like you had some pirates here or something.

N. Um hum, it was some Spanish :llancezi{\,‘,_yeah, this is where Mrs.
Robinson. And this one here, McCott g' ‘gyou know who sings that?

I. Let's see

N. He was bald headed old loot.

I. Oh, When T;a:xt;gi: E\l\:\e‘? &t\'&?.,

v, Bk ook Caitte & wiTe badc, AR e e you Bes Bt
Chansnomity, Cornie Bell.

I. My gosh, you were quitea, quite a musician.

N. There was a young lady and myself who done a wooden shoe dance
and got stoned one night up here at theNAR Hall and an old old bemefit
propositdon. They called us back seven times. Now this is what zgﬁi;
it used to be, Bck far enough?

I. I guess, 1896, 1881. I see quite a few barrels here, wkat are
those whiskey barrels or.SG:mdh{@ e

N. Oh yeah.

I. Feed sacks.

N. Most of the, this picture here belongs t.o msz'alo Bill. And
there I met Buffalo Bill and shook hands with hjn,ﬁd went up to see his
grave. He was scout for dad's old Fifth Cavalry.

I. Well, you have two arrows in this picture, what was this person?
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N. That's Charlie Hovard) he used to be here, he used to be here

in Haysz jjﬁd here is the last of 1'.he£g‘onh}L Q{ﬂ? Omanbera of the %AR
I. ‘A.I-l that's the VEterans of the Repmikiex
N. Veterans of the Rupublic.
I. Oh, those are veterans of which war{ the Civil War?
N. The Civil War, uh huh, now they're done and gone. And this one
ME w309 ke

is ﬂ:ne X our drug store[\when we sold it, it wa$ inside of ABC. I think
ﬁe nols

I got another one here of the old st.ore;“ Here's the gang out in front of
T U e

our store; ngsﬂl 5—&,“:2 S:QS]?/M Qut in front of our store when we

were up on North Main Street. That was a bunch that won out World War I,
or was it Spanish-American?

1. pREELRE besh,

e Iea:;:cﬂ;&“g* «a\l

I. The dexft=eaied,Huh? 1.

N. Now here was our first

I. A vwhat a. . .

N. That was in that building that was just recently torn down out
here.

I. Let's see, lets see what kind of, 1917. . .

N. Here's two band pictures of the Hays Military Band. Thats the town
band. There was state, a, representatives that went to Washington, QHML}C;
New York. And this JI am proud to say, is one of the best dern football
t Hays ever saw.

college
It was a, it was a puaxsx team wasn't it?

N. We piayed them till they found out then we

N. We beat, we beat K-State. 4%& beat a Fort Riley, Russel, Salina,

Salina #11 Sha“’ and up webt gﬁ@@kum
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letterman from KU and K-State and Emporia. And beat them. The only
game we lost in three {z\a:;sh:a mye: two touchdowns at half score. The
half score was :"_—*&'_\M oy 8w everybody but Jim Fox. And the houke,
the two houses Arch Ket and tha% whole darn bunck. And KU, Missouri,
Nebraska, Oklahoma all remse%play.\gebhat year.

I. Oh? Is it an you three?

N. In the Rose Bowl. Oh no .

I. What are thesem, what are these things they have around their
necks herefil for mxme nose grards?

N. Those were nose gusrds, about the only thing we had, and a
shin gward . 0ld rubber gose gnards. Cwi(ﬂol&ca&ldy, we had a real
honest to God ceach. He was assistant coach under one of the staff for
oh, I don't know how many years.

I. Well, what, what did you call yourselves?

N. Just Hays team in all. Just Hays football team. We a took on a

gathered

bunch of, they t=mmk mm everything they could from Sal t to Plainville.
along the road and teach 'em how to wrestle like professional wrestlers.

wck
-ﬁdn—we had guys over their ba—} 'I nQ two to one and gettigg half their

money back if they lost. And we beat that bunch. We had guys that could
go. We had an awfully gooc( Hays High temm%up.

I. Yea, any more its the Cadets that are tops in sports now isn't?

N. Yea, but this bunch here,boy they their good quite a bunch of
boys.

I. You've got quite a collection of pictures here.

N. I've got some more pictures but I tried to find them and I was
unable to locate them. They were pictures that I got down at the Jana}
farm. Out south of ZC Q‘C‘D"Q Springs. I was down with my motherm one time

'n(ll
she rheumatism =k so awful bad, and we took her down there and a I was



Yhee <

1L

acquainted with the boy that run the, oh, that trained the horses.

High class sadle stuffiend show stuff. And I ask him how many horses he

could put together for us.there was about 20 of theu*m wanted to go
UMQO“\CL

out to the Jame's farm. They said th fix up up. And they

did. And I had a Willow Bay. Oh, she was a beaut. She handled, just

handled with the riens was all. Dod all kinds of gates and not as much

as a whimper out of her. She handled by the riéins. Well they let me

take her and we were mxk at the Jame's farm,. There was a lady and a

bunch from Canada. Her name was a Dy ovist . Aud T—%M

)@nd she was in pictures, of the old flicks. Well I was stan@iing under

h{) H‘.Y\
Kind of as old oak tree shade to get a picture of e of W older folks

that had ceme out here. A bunch of them come out on a .
N SHHn k
lthe e = I'de ’tq ﬁt ﬂE Qg!mQ 4 & drink. She wanted a picture of

them too. So she wanted to be in the picture and wanted to know if I would

;L Qyer
snap the picture for her. I said, "Yea." went-ahead and snapped the

picture and it was under thés tree that old lady James, :\mca =S|

mother, kept a mound that looked like a pionmer grave. There were a few

Ye was Kkilled n St ~.\oaﬂ}"e"€
‘ W me snap he wes

bqr(eo(, T
G'/C‘ )‘!L/' /.r'”a

of them buried but nothéng was ever buried there.

these pictures and she come out. She really grabbed it. She wanted
bits a snap, or a quarter.

I. The old lady James?

N. Yeah. And shw had one arm blowed off, ya know? She - <4if/ 9
just 1like we say for instance the the TV there is a fireplace. She % e
in fronbé & of the firepaace through the window just about like that{; ijd
the 0 4y o thought they had her, had Resc/e o thece 4nd e
threw a bomb in. Abo&t that big. Killed the kid in her arms and blew her
a.r*n off. After that she was worse thah ever against the law. And zh= a,

W fles Tawe=
but she insisted on EBEHH'® the 254, T says, "h mo,no." I says, ML o
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ww I says,~=® from _|\\ O, « I wouldn't give you a

nickle. She says,"By gosh, you will," she says, "I'll \Qh\\mﬁ

you the fires of hell till I get it R I said, "You're just talking to

the wrong person." I said, "Thi bﬂ&ﬁl Md I'm taking pictures
for mysels? :’ﬂ; I;Ei.id, '"We'll have to talk to this lady down here and see
what she says." I pointed her out and she went down that way and they got
together. I don't know just what the arrangements was but everything was
alright. I had those pictures and someone come and got them or they were
misplaced or something. I don't have them.

I. Well, she was, she was living there by herself or. . .

N. Oh nom, she had, she had a couple of kids there and mgame%
you know, had a family. She had some, some of her kids were there, three
or four children there. But over the door as you went in on the inside
was a big plaque, bronze. "!!!Sacred/fne:o}i; of Jesese James who was killed
by aman whose name was on the wood on the sacred plaque.

I. What, about what year was this that you took those pictures?

N. Oh, that was a long time ago, gosh, it's been two or three years

ago now. The lady, they had a big log house, built of logs and they had

every solid space about that big in the logs to stick their rifles through,
\QQ Q. s——— Y

that they hold over there Q.IE H:IQ o, @) :H:dkpq % the fort there.

You notice the spots there where they have those rock. well, that's
what they was for. well, that year ﬁdnmaedh“ Indian attack, they
could use those holes to shoot from.

I, Also to keep the law away, I suppose. Well, was the James family

all bad or. . .
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N. Oh, I don't know, the father was originally a minister, I was
told, but the boys got to stealing and robbing and they got with this

younger outfit and see “\ Aad v ns and all around

down through that country. They just raised the dickens everywhere.
Well, I met Teddy Roosevelt before m he was elected and afterwards.

I. What was he doing thatw here?

N. TYeah.

I. What was he doing around here at that time?

N. Messing around, and Charlie Curtis the vice-president, a real good
friend of ours. There was three or four different times when we called on
him for some help, and he would help. The flirst time my dad's discharge

papers were burned, my brother Charlie, who lives next door here)had them
out in the country and his house caught fire in wooded area, couldn't
save a thing. He had no business having those discharge papers out there
but he took them out and they burned. Vwell, we wrote the war department
mzx and asked for a copy. They said it would be five or six years before
they could find it even. Well, that was in '75 and we wrote Charlie
Curtis and we got a copy of it now and it wasn't ten days after &nd
another time during World War I, they ’M a bunch of boys down here
at school. They had a bunch of them down there. And they come up to
the store and they wanted . I said,

thousands of Zhyclele A - o doles and everything else. I had to

oL
wire and get some for them and thet was a long time after they left thxk

before we couldn't get any satisfaction out of them, couldn't get any

money, couldn'tﬂa bid. And I finally took it up with old Charlie and it

come right out. And then we had a boy that had worked for us when the war
i a he wes a

was over, had lost a brother over a4 France and used pharmacists pate o

;/ﬁ:e ship, they were back New York harbor laying there not doing a
thing and he wanted to get out. They said not a chance. But he did get
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a days, he got a few days leave and he come out here and all the politicians
around here, he asked them to help him get a release so he could finish up
on his pharmacy. And oh they, a// Qjmﬁd 4o do »},‘ﬁley wrote to old Charlie
and when he got back New York on board a big shot says, "Johnson," he
says, "how long would it take you to get ready if you had permission to
go?" He says, "Not very long." He says, "You can go, we've got permission
fior you." Now that was three times there and there was another deal that
he pulled for us that was kind of nice and gosh the vice-president of the
United ‘51-,atea. You don't get too many vice-presidents of the United
States but old Charlie Curtis had more friends itim I believe ;jthan any
politician today. Bo;a when you wrote him a letter you always got an
answer. It didn't make any difference if you're, whether you're republican
democrat or what. He was Indian, you know.

I. He was?

N. Part Indian, uh huh. He was sure a dandy. My kids would sit
on his lap down at the store and he'd buy them candy before he bought
himself stuff. Yea. o‘d;xfg:ght -hdfo—hor':/‘in at the pemtagon at this peesent

time,” major.

%. Oh? P!

wanted him _F33 be damned if J jy<'¢
N. Idmsew to spay  three months but he saya’ﬁnnmnmnx

do it." He says, "I'll put in one month." He says,"I've had too much
running around." He had been on this educational proposition of the
Air Force in Mentaray, California to Washington. The southern states and
all over there. They sent him all ovdr.

I. This is your friend you say?

N. Uh huh. Yeah. HEXWAX These schoolsy yamxkmemy pick out the bright
boys,ggknow. Names was. . .

I. Lets's see\-ﬁi do you remember anything about the, getting back

to the early days now, a do you remember anything about the a, oh, law
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enforcement around here?
N. Law enforcement? No.

I.Doﬁlzu any of the old time marshals?

ided o % -
N. L i ﬁm there wasn't any 1au7Lout here. And Wild
: q;ddl“‘ Know
Bill was here. 3.{ ,,Jeo,,;,esf o A ¢y 1 never knew him. I've been

up to his grave, /)ch;_d aiﬁa soRe g_jf_ %@ai B&Eé:?’:ﬂdi £+ not Bushmount,

I. It isn't in Colorado is it?

N. No, it's in Dakota.
I. Oh.

N. His grave and Calamity Jane and Poker Alice and those characters.
buried
There was three or four of them xiesd right together. See he was killed

up there. When he waaWthera used to be a saloon

south of the post office. That's the way they tell me. He went in there

and there were three or four soldiers in there raising the devil. And
MD\G\\\‘W\
he called them on it. They commenced to make little of h.‘m.\ S&ig if he
and all Haf sort of Hhixq

didn't have that starjand carry h& gun like he did he wouldn't get to

first base. He said he'd take them off/ Take his star off too, and

j' —(—kg,n\-o

take 'em on one at a time, the whole damn bunch: But they took their

belts and they had those big U. S. buckles. /¢ e o

belt him with that. And the bartender, he throwed his J on the floor
and kicked his gun over to him. He got ahold of his gun , They, they
bent( i; gmn. But tlt was the last of Wild Bill here. I don't see Wild
;?1\;. killed so many people as they said he did. In fact he had more in
Abtline)ﬂn he had more trouble down there khe did here. He run for
sheriff and was beaten, As I understand it. And they had, oh, tkere

were a few killings, .

Three or four murders. Somebody asked me the other dqﬁlf it was true

that Hays has never had a murder since the soldiers mleft here. Well ,
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were het €
when the soldiers where, I've been, I've gone out to the fort with Dad,

and we used to sell them bread ofer there, cakes, pies, and stuff of that
1
kind. I've come ¢ over here with him, of course, made me sit in my

gef=9e
seat there. He'd handie the exchange and get himself all licpuored up.

é/e/,//f /dg/ a/;é,/good friends./yﬁ s « _a_ﬂ..ﬁ” %di fellow, he was all

right. After =k he took he never touched another drop. )icqueY

[igqu o

And mother raised a buffalo calf _‘é R ﬁ; Ay That she got from the
Indians. Ygu know where the depot is now, the present depot? The big
house !;;h:—'onzﬂn-south ata[ho;;ne, where all those trees are? Those big trees?

I. Yeah, that, ya mean that. . . ?

N. Used to be the EEE@ house?

I. That old Cody Hotel or something like that. Is that down there?

N. No no,no. It was south of the depot. Rough stretch south of
the depot and due west.

I. I can't rightly remember the locathon, but I know where the
depot is.

N. ¥®h huh. Well mother planted those trees down there.

I. Oh?

N. And she carried water from the coutt house. And the court house
was up here where the priésem court house is. She carried two buckets of
water on a ymikxmy jyoke overﬁ: shouldersx to water those trees and
they had a circle of them at one time and they had seats in there. But
thats been dug out some way. They, they ruined that circle. Those trees
she planted are there yet. And there wasn't a thing between thet place
then and the ;7idlweg. Tobacco Company, where Kmmger had his store.

He ﬁﬁ: with the Indians a whole lot. Traded with them.

I. So there really wasn't too much of an Indian problem around here

was there?



N. Oh, not right here.

I. Well, what, what did they. . .

N. But they, when chief Black &ﬁié exmecinkmdiaysx and his bunch
come in here, they were hungry . They wanted food,’0~ E[c-ﬁ'.‘,f, blankets and
stuff. They took care of them, fed 'em, started them out. And then they
go over nobth or the river. Then they started inland. Right here in town
we didn't have any trouble. The only reaxl trouble we have had here was
with the ninth cavalry--niggers.

I. Oh?

N. They a, a fellow shot one of them up there on what used to be
northemain, but its m now or west tenth.

I. Hh huh.

N. And he was way down there where the south edge of twsn. Picked

up a rifle and said, "Watch me hit that guy."

e e Suyg a{f & Guqg
if he didn't. He a hit the mdien in the leg. And a-sethem he had a
-
<
fight,. Well, they wasn't on the reservation%ao they had to have post

mortumea .. Do sliddle cpvch J)(am 1 « He used to live here around
g

the cormer, <l o@ us » Had to hold a post mortum and then they buried
7

him ofer at the fort. ol ) o fort & cemet@ry. I was over there

one time to a funeral, but the folks wouldn't let me out of the buggy I was
still too little, I was too little. 0l1d Doc had charge of picking these

bodies up and they come and picked them up and took them back to Lebanworth

one of He,,
aad bh-g;g;j ﬁen‘-ﬂ;{(,’ﬁwy had to sell those boxes to take care of each -bedy
name
and kimy them off as we .

e W e woed XoU\Ayy
A< Bs kidu*f\before they started to dismakhtle the buildings and stealing them,

moving them away and one thing and another, us kids used bo play over
there lots of times. We'd go busting in bamms and around the old housed

and the old hospital building, and stuff of that kind. Now, now we've
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N

had some bad storms. Of course, w=kym | ) ovg
that'll do‘,‘t‘o you.
I. Yeah.
N{ And in the winter of '85 and 6 they had a real blizzard. And my

dad at that time lost 35 head 6f cattle down there by ’f/o

deoff “thee
they were all froze to vhe” 7ho. o, o Jhey enild qA oo "and possibly
get some skin and get some hides and got to Munjor and%;p in there and
had them all skinned « Oh there were a lot of them

at that time after they hit on%cfttle spurt there as far as sorgum was
concerned, holdups and holdups and bank robberies and post office
robbery but they didn't amount to much. There were bank robber'fs'
and never any conviction and that's the way they it went. But they
didn't even have street lights, they didn't have pavements, they didn't
have telephones, they finally got to wkex® laying plank sidewalks. In
all they didn't have much. You go down what theylcall Main Street now,
ussd' ko 39 Ghestank), Jol Bo o Hlat BNPeet, AR US tinek whe it
rained here for a week. The folks come to town with four horses hitched
to a wagon of wheat and go to the mill where it is now and it goes right
down to the hub in mud.
HQ&Y\-

I. I imagine in your work with your brother in the barber shop, I
imagine you met some mm pretty interesting characters in #x there.

N. Oh yes, we had some characters here that, an old guy, old Doc

Coal. I suppose he was one of those guys that got by in the early days_ﬂe,'fz

Aovng)

and 9(1"5-%; 80 long before they got their state

Fhat
soﬂr%hey had to pass an examination. They left those
old guys in. Old doc was a, and a priest went in there one day and wanted

n LG\'I T
smekdﬁhnf;! .A/ 3m|:=jnh:£;| 1 E?—_m, -Eat‘s a bug they used

o
to color with, red. They spread two of the sheets off under the trees
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and the bugs would get on there at night and shake them down and dry 'em,

powder 'em, %ﬁn?)ehq? to use that for coloring your strawberry syrup and
;) /

stuff like that. )| Yeah, and anyhow they were bugs to begin with and this
—

priest wanted some M and old doc he didn't know what kﬂ[’shﬂﬁ I'j

was, so he went back behind and scratclf}hia head and looked around and

pretty soon he came out and he says and he's a Dutchman and he says, "I'm
1 \\
sorry, father," he says, "That 4 line )| I got is all full of bugse | rewembew

4® those days. we&gd some characters, but as a rule we didn't have it
so bad here. -R\& got so that he could ;gedessiss jump on them on this
publicity stuff M‘P‘&&ee;er. They bBhven't got anybody in there. The
place over there I got two women, the only two women that are buried out

| ORS
here, prostitutes. One was a white girl and one was a M

leI‘d'
UJ"
There was only three decent \eck \! l;gbbec’m&'_ The vest oS *Lem)

-H\Q%st.arted tc_:f kill was I;/jLna't. thrown into any oldmthey :ould squeeze

gk

‘T*o?'fﬁ

> B Ve Jex m vep .

i & 1 €ev o QA :

A 4 at's the date%on hﬁ#&lﬁ%
= obou
Jhese 72_;0 B ‘H?Q'fo,

“ZZEﬁﬁéiilﬂ--— ‘U@re

I. 18%1.

hﬁ,5_4’ ;{
friends. T, 5 ( | $he was buried in Fomie yfSedl
-9 o Jﬂﬁ
Her skeleton 48 complete, evergthing. In fact I have it right here ‘jp
/

the back yardx on the a sidevalk, where it is now. And UM there_
he ONE {J_;,h(: -‘:;Ta&e'i(ﬁf

Wh At wac jj]g Qamy :ﬁ‘“atj Hooa%e‘?r?rr&h%ﬁg college. Wooster got some

Pe 9vowiesed Ne e
picturesof it. was going to give me Ksone pictures otﬁ an@‘%./oat
3 gﬂ‘*kﬂ 4
all of his a J‘an in the floodf};%hat time. Water ), :HZE I1wrendion
— !
up some more. But she had been, fixed up eqe = _ to take to‘eg FE;,I'HZS ¥

and bs:a((E .It was a oh, sticky mess. Then they'd smear their heads

with it, ya know. ﬂ%@ﬂ—ﬁﬂm Bod 3 “&M
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she was a blond, FAXKNENOOOOROOOOEXXXXIXIOOAIK XXXIXX XOM XXX XX XX

her hair was the perfect color. And the way it was on the scalp #
Iy i a}{,]tA.ST fke

mzzimix that hair bm;q :::qhi aa iﬂjilﬂj:ﬁ

was biilt that way. And the rest of that hair, it was in there, it was
four, four foot long. And this female, S r@f‘fe'mle. I did have a shoe
like one of here shoes. She wore high, high heels, a green one but I
forgot where. Look at the, if you look at the pictures over there in te

museum that you'll find quite a few pictures in there

of the operas and the stuff of that kind, and that shoe right there and

/ ﬂd; BBQQII . We had, of course the bass of the New
ero-

York Symphony and we had-‘[m“gf#the Chicago - and Symphony. We
ractice

didn't have the music department d.uJ heo oa:H:o%} that time and in concert.

He sang with us in the operas E I e

al bhad alead ineue by Qune n‘?‘/lm‘é‘d they

haven't had anything like that aince%ﬁﬂenry Edwardg is gone.

I. W-s this a common =g practice or were you an exception along
this line? Did they invite people from around here to do these things
s ¢ ol

N. Not a lot of them, he'd come up and say"I've got a part for you."
“'Hhat you got?" I wasya oker,aSoldier, I was in a ploom, a maxrxaxt

St g7k av (ISke Qeiag o putan. L foon
uacﬁmnn[cn re, #(Bohemian {girl or something else a ‘TH\

et WAsS
nm{ L_Q @Ob‘d Hihhllu the sherrif of Nottingham. He said, he named all

the members of the cast down there at the school and he'd say, '"We've

got a good one for that." And we'll have George come down again and so,
we'll get drunk, get drunk. And that was one time. It tickled me ke
mOre Thaw ngTh;ng C'}SC’ ﬁzg/ﬁg é E S ciat
night after night. Come sneaking out from between the drops on the stage,
Jjust as far as they could get out, without getting on the stage and see
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what they was going to pull next. Boy, they had a circus there. Well,

what else do you want?

I. Well,
N. Sed HPhoas W e, ame getting scarce, I'll
S S AN
tell you and take the ﬁi’d:meyurfamily. Old Jake Hagimeyer was a blacksmith.
Nig
He at one time was supposed to had a peraon up there that was

pretty rough and they put a leg iron on him. And Jake was building this
D ilggee

leg iron and this Neg%%e spit in his face or something and he cracked him
¢ Nigaec

on the head and g, ”gd ﬂe‘&%e. And that case is not supposed to

be known. But this other deadmgﬁé‘ deal T was telling about, kimickiwe

V)
this guy getting shot. At that time the cavalry was Neéggee and they

Gome over here and was going to burn up our town and just raised all kinds

‘s, sS PP » down their
heck. 'l'heJ ST \Trm , they weremq—md—o&ﬁvh—

‘\‘ﬂ sSouihead PF‘ o\;,p._c_'fou;al
andmbisey got on their horse and rode mm back way out around to go to the

fort and told them makk what was going on. And they made them all line
up, they got that whole bunch lined up in front of the Schwallers lumber
yard there and took their armms and straighten their arms and marched them

.Nn .
back to the fort. That's when they got rid of the mm.i“

I. Were they, were they part of the regular cavalry?

N. Oh yeah, the Ninth Cavalry well their pretineer all, they're all
related now, practically all of them. Just as soon as one of the Ninth
Cavalry letters from a few years ago. As soon as one of them would die
there would be some relative to fill in. They had an old man, J{mer
Bowman, 1:\?1“%7 called him. He used to sit up with-b%%e kids, they finally
named after him somebody, in his speeches, harmless, the best old man you
ever saw. He used to set with us kids and tell us stories and sing for us.

4 I. What did they do with these Negroes then they, were they legal to?

»
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N. Because there was a bunch of them, they circulated a petition
here and a bunch of fellows signed it. They thought they were going to get
they thought they were going to get this land over here, this experiment
station and the college grounds. They had an idea that they was going to
get that stuff real cheap and they could sell it for a good piece of money,
you see, but it wasn't given to them. They didn't get a chance to get it.
Now old Charlie Curtis wasthe guy that worked to get t.hattin as aeducation
and instruction proposition. Experimental station and educational system.
And he kept after things and stayed with it. T, ey better, they had so much
time to do this and it just seemed like the guys around here were rather
lax on them and he came out here one time and told them. He says, "Time
to get Ehe truck goi.n? Q&C} E::%uay." So there was a number of other®

V'\_*E*.\g""md Charlie Curtis, Jim Reener a number of those fellows that

Yo—— ¢
uent’ Joe Bizme went to Topeka.

I. Jim Reener, now wasn't he a. . .?

N. He was a judge.

I. Yeah.

N. Judge Reener.

I. In the Topeka Daily Capital, oh a number of years ago they ran
a column of his diary, I think it was.

N. Jim Reeners?

I. Yeah, I think so.

N. I know Jim was there about, at least })ic 0oyu<,, was at that

I. That maybe was the same person, I'm not sure.
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N. Charlie Reener, his son, he don't have, his brother Charlie Reener

had a son and daughter, mgl“% ;552\5 been aver n l‘inl‘(or some

time and she was just back here a short time ago. She had been run over
che hod ol ttle child,

by a car ()¢ Sdmgﬂ]',ﬂq aund q ﬁi histed ”P:D « Mnd Charlie was a

doctor, I think he's in California. The Reeners have gone. And Mrs.
Hiddlego(ﬁ, if you could talk to her, she is a hundred years old. And
she come here as a girl around three years old, something Xixk like that,
three to five years old, somewhere in there. And she's down at the hos-
pital, Hadley. If you could get to talk to her or if there is anything
very important that you want to get I think she would be more apt to give
it to you than anybody else. Her memory has been awfully good but she is
A Sme's avery ning

getting now so that her hearing is bad and her sight is bad, lyﬁfiii)_hiqi A _ijﬁ(
get more information from here, I think than anybody around here. 5

I. Well, I called up one of your brothers here.

N. Charlie?

I. Yeah and I think IYm going to interview him too. He probably has
he pxepb probably has somewhat %&% information as what you have.

N. Yeah, he might give you a little bull along with it.

I. Oh.

N. Of course, he was the drum major for this band that went to
Washington. He was a stud, he though he was a regular old killer when he
was about a youngster. The girls thoughth he was smashing.

I. What was youj-wisi=wes some of your social life around here in
the early days?

N. Oh, we used to have lots of good times, nothing tike the Beatles
now. If you went to a dance, they usually have, we used to have what we
called a Sunflower Club. There was just, there was over a hundred of us

that belonged to it, men and young fellows. And we had dances at the old
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GAR hall and we used to have oh a lot of home town stuff, you know and
things of that kind. And then every once in awhile semszshew there would
be some show come in, Uncle Tom's Cabin, or Pin Knives in a Boiler Room §
or something like that, you know. But, oh we had, oh Guy Vogel who put on
nne of those dances trying to, he was out. If you smoke a cigarette around
him he'd say a® or anything else, he'd say, wasn't interested in girks or
he was taken out. Now if you haven't got a pack of cigarettes and a bottle
"I‘.":\ Quaher e, YV Thalls tThesize ov T,

6f some booze on you; you can't get kivk=him. ‘}Qh we used to have plenty of
good times and we used to sing a lot. We used to oh pertineer every night.
There would be anywhere from 10 to 20 to 30 of us young guys get together.
Go over on the court house steps or over at the old ngtist church or
down on the Presbyterian church or somewhere else and we'd sing all the
songs that we knew.

I. Did you have any barber shop quartets or. . . ?

N. Nope. No, we just had a good time that way. And then of course,
we used to have more snow, used to have more sleigh riding. Now we don't
get any snow anymore to go sleigh riding like we used to. We used to do

a lot of that, but& had to be gentlemen around or else. I know one

time we was down there and a guy started smgwakkimg smoking and the old

sy (77 ., ./ therd all told him to get out if he was g#m going to
e
smoke. Here he was an old man talking to this young buck and he said, "

" And he said, "Maybe, I can, Maybe I

can." He said, "Let's see you." So the marshall was,%&%in_wayne at that
time and he happened to be just outside and he called him in and old Mat
goes well. Well when he started taking him out, of course, now a bunch
of these young smart alecks that was about half loaded}that.'s when they
statbed to getting that way. It was a really rushing a bunch in there.

They started in on this W:yne and they had him in the cormer and there
were a lots there and boy it looked pretty tough for him, you know and it
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just so happened that police judge was up there at the time .l LW <y 7
N ed qud help “\:.c;& .
Q _ﬁ:e only thing we can do it

s NN Ly T T
Jdoe 4 g <\ 13 4
.

get in there and help him. He was strong, big, we got them out. And
we started to pick them out to take them out, theweswess 22 of them. And
they were fined $25 a piece. Buk They behaved themselves pretty welly

Yo hay
Oh we wf;eCK.MMce brawls and things like that. And parties,

there wasn't any rough stuff, nothing at all like there is today. There
is stuff that if the kids had a rough party like they used to. Like 50
years ago, if they had a rough party like that today why they. . .

I. Didn't have any fun did they?
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Interview of George King of Hays, Kansas on May 13, 1962 on dual
track at 3 3/L ips. Interviewed by Norman Mai.

I. The following is a tape recorded interview with Mr. George King
of 111 E. 16th Street, in Hays, Kansas. This interview is being taped at
3 3/L inches per second on single track by Norman Fmil Mai on May 13, 1962
in Hays, Kansas.

I have to have a bit of information on you. When were you born, sir?

N. The 5th of May, '85.

I. 85, I see. And where were you born?

N. Hays.

I. Here in Hays.

N. Uh, huh. Born down there where Butler's furniture store is now.

I. You were born there?

N. Uh, huh.

I. What was your education level? How far did you go in school?

N. How far did I go? I went to the tenth grade} and because I was
a big kid every darn teacher I had,wanted to set me up as an example for
the smaller ones and I was always reminded of it. And one day this
teacher said that she had a nasty note that I wrote and she was going to
whip me. I was in the tenth grade. And I said, "Oh, no." I says, "I
haven't written a note to anybody." And I says, "What is the note?" She
wouldn't show it to me. She wouldn't tell me what it was. And she acted
like she was going to strike me; I took the note away from her. So that
was the end of my school. I was.just about 16 then. And then at that

time I was a pretty husky kid. I weighed 200 pounds stripped at 16. So



I then went down and told Mother about it. And a, went to working in the
bakery. She ran a bakery, hotel, restaurant. And I started working in

the bakery. Worked there quite a little while. Then in order to get her
out of the business and get her away from work, she'd been at so darn

long. Had a hard time of it, father died when he was L4L8. I was 12 when

he died. And there was four of us boys. I was the youngest. Two of

them have passed on now. And then I went to working with my oldest brother
in a butcher shop after we sold the bakery. And cut meat there for a while.

Went to Kansas City and got a job in the Swift's

market. Had a profit there. And I got chills and fever and one thing
and another, from running into those freezers and refrigerators and out into
the warm and stuff of that kind. And one of the boys from here who was
working down there at the time wrote and told his folks about me being
under the weather. When mother heard about that she was very long, so she
sent me word be back or she's coming after me. I come back. And then I
went to work in a barber shop. And I worked for my brother Charlie for
five years. Funny thing, one night at supper mother asked me if I was
going to be a barber all my life. I said, "Well, what's the matter with
it, it's pretty good." She said, "Well, you ought to change and do some-
thing else." She said, "I don't think you want to be a barber." I said,
"What else would I be?" She said, "You better talk to Harry," my brother
who was a druggist and had a drug store, "he wants you." I said, "Now
where in the world would I get enough money to buy an interest in that,"
and I said, "that's about what he wants," She says, "You don't worry
about tha," she says, "We'll take care of that." And I come downtown

that night to go to:.the shop to work, we used to work till tem o'clock at



night and sometimes midnight in the barber shop. I run into an attorney
who used to be here, Charlie Reener and he says, "George," he said, "you
going to be a barber all your life?" I said, "What's going on here, what's
up?" He said, "Have you seen Harry, have you talked to him?" I said,
"No." "You better talk to him, I think he wants you." I said, "Well, for
Pete's sake that all news to me, I don't know anything about it. Why
hasn't he said something to me?" So I decided that evening that I would
go up and talk to him. And the drug store then was in the vacant space
there between the doctor's office and the little hardware store. It was
off the middle of those buildings that were tore down, on Main Street.

I. Oh yeah, um hum.

N. And I asked him what the game was, what the deal was, what the
gag was. He said, '"Well, I want you to help me." He said, "I've got to
have you." I said, "Good Lord," I said, "thews plenty of help around
here, you have several kids helping around here." He said, "That's the
trouble." He says, "There's too damn many kids," he says, "and you can't
trust them. And we've got a couple of new doctors in town here that have
been helping themselves pretty much," and he says, "I can't stop them, I
can't say anything is wrong." I said, "Well, you want somebody to stop
them?" He said, "Yeah." I said, "How much is it going to cost me to get
into this thing anyhow?" Well, he said he'd be easy on me, he'd sell for
several thousand dollars. I said, "Where in the devil would I get that
much money?"

I. How much?

N. Several thousend, for half interest. I said, "Where would I get

that much money." And he says, "You needn't worry about that." He said,



"T know you can get it." I says, '"Where?" He said, "Have you talked to
mother." 1 says, "Yeah." He said, "Well, you just go ahead and talk to
her and see what she says." So I asked her abaut it. She says, "I have
the money, you can use." And we had an old soldier stayed with us he was,
oh, he was with us for L0 years and he died, he died in this house. And
he said, "I'll make up the rest of it." He said, "I'll give you a check,"
he says, "you fill in for whatever you want." So that was done. I went
in with Harry and we worked together for between 25 and 30 years before
he was, he had diabetes and I had, I had gotten a dose of tomain poisoning,
and my stomach never seemed to, I never seemed to get{hhat thing to work.

And I hemorraged, I hemorraged « I was in

the hospital for two months one time. And I don't know how many transfusions
they gave me. But that stomach just seemed 1like, well one ulcer would heal
up and another one would break loose. And I would get so deathly sick, and
Harry had diabetes. And one day he said, "I think we'd better sell out,
get out of this thing." He said, "Well, somebody may come along some day
and make us an offer." We at that time then had built the ABC drug store
building. Put in brand new fixtures and put in new stock and put in quite
a lot of money.

I. What year was this approximately?

N. The ABC building?

I. Yeah.

N. It was about 25 years now. And so Kramer and Decinings, his
partner come in there one day and said they were interested if we'd sell

out. I said, '"Well, might if we could get a price,"” I said, "we never,



we were thinking of selling if we could get a price for it." He said,
"What do you want for it?" '"Well," I said, "I don't kmow, I'll talk it
over with Harry." He was back there filling a prescription at the time,
they said talk it over with him and see Hhat'he has to say. He says, '"Who
are they?" And I told him, I told him it was Decinings and Kramer from
Marysville. And he says, "I know Jake Decinings." And he says, "They got
the money too." I says, "Well, what do you think?" He says, "Tell them
25,000 for the stock." I says, "25 hell," I says, "30 for the stock and
fixtures." So I went out and I told them that's what{it would be. They
wanted to know if that included the building. I said, "Good Lord, no."

I said, "It don't include the building, I should say not." Well, what
rent would we want. Well, we agreed upon that. Well, he said, doggon it,
that was on a Tuesday night, or a Tuesday evening and they said they were
in a hurry to get back over to Har@rsville, but not to do anything till we
heard from them. And Thursday we had a telegram from the, "Be there at the
bank, ready." And sgn of a gun they came in Thursday evening and laid
down a certified check for 20,000. They said, "We'll pay up the rest just
as soon as we get things straightened out here." And we agreed on the
rental, beginning a five year lease. And they took the second five year
lease with an increased rate of rental. Then we wanted more room on the

building, we had planned to put a back there. I said,

"Well, why don't you guys go ahead and do what you want to and fix it up
the way you want to and we'll give you a 25 year lease.énd you're going

to have to pay us some more rent." And they finally agreed to that, they
put in about, oh, something like $10,000 or more into the building. And
changed all the wiring, lowered the ceiling and put this addition on the

rear, and put in a different heating system, had a hot water heating system



and put in a gas system of cooling and heating unit both. Well, they done
atl.’right. Tt's all in their expense. They've got 12 more years, I think,
on that lease to go now. And thai{wound that deal up. Harry died two
years ago and his wife died about a year ago. He finally had a leg ampu-
*l:,atedj and the other leg was getting bad,And we thought another case of
amputation and he couldn't take that, couldn't stand it. Wouldn't think
of it. And yet besides diabetes he got, oh a little bit of everything.

And finally when he did go it was oh right quick, just gone like that.
Before that happened, before he died I had a hemorrage here one night after
Bill Kirk here. He wanted to know what the heck had happened, if I had
Hemorraged. '"No," I said, "I don't have any hemorrage, I haven't seen

any sign of it at all." I suppose he thought maybe I'd been throwing up
some blood or something. I wasn't though so I wanted him to wait. And the
next day it cut loose again. I could just feel that blood spurting in
there. "We're going to get you down to the hospital right now. And they
did. And T don't know how much of my stomache they took. And checked on

my gall bladder to death. About 30 gall

stones so they took the gall bladder too. Then I didn't do much of anything
for quite a little while it was just a little relief work in the pharmacy.

I did though, after we sold out the drug store, I did go to a pluggers
school in Colorado Springs in Denver, a pharmacy and that's when I flunked
the examination and that was only because I wasn't a high school graduate
and all that sort of thing that they require now. And then, they're pretty
touchy about those things. I kept myself in good standing while I done
relief work for, traveled awhile, different places, in Cawker City, Hill

City, Quinter and I helped in Shangcoff down there a little bit. Ellis



Beeche wanted me to work for him one day down at the drug store, wanted
to see me. So I went over there to see what he wanted. He wanted me to
go to work over there at the office. So I was there almost 20 years and
because of the damned arthritis that I have. That wouldn't be so bad. I
got a cold and got the flu and darned near turned into amonia, pneumonisa
rather and feeled like it settled in all my joints and end of all needles,
that fever. Get a nasty spot, couldn't 1ift your arm there being poked
with needles. I had the hives, ten hypos in a week with sodium salsoates
and stuff like that, no dope. The medicine is just supposed to act as
relief. Hasn't done a whole lot though. And now it's just, last month he
told me I better just take a lay off for awhile.

I. You've been working at the power plant?

N. Power plant, the office, that's for Gary.

I. Gary Gottschalk. Well, let's see I, let's see you helped in the,
you were a barber, worked in the pharmacy, I mean these are former occupa-
tions, you held.

N. Well, I first was a baker.

I. A baker.

N. Then a butcher.

I. Buatcher.

N. Yeah, then a barber and then I went into pharmacy. I was in the
store for oh quite a number ofyears before I even got a chance to go and
take the examination. And this public school that they had in here, boy
they gave it to us. We went through a whole course of chemistry and quan-
tative and quality analysis and all that sort of thing in nothing flat.
And it was a three and four, three and five hour course. And we had to

go through that darn thing in about three months.



I. Now let's see I need just a bit more information here. One thing,
what's your father's name?

N. Frederick William King.

I. Frederick William and let's see he was born here; where was he
born?

N. He was born in Germany.

I. Germany?

N. Um hum, he left GErmany during the Franco-Russian war to come
over here in the 70's, early '70, well it was late '69. And he got a job
at New York as a, well he drove a doctor. He drove the doctor on his calls
there and he went out every Sunday and he'd hitch up the serry and go out
to report and watch the cavalry. And he got crazy about the cavalry and
wouldn't you know he couldn't get in. He served in the old Fifty Cavalry
from September 26th, '70, '75, 26th, he must have got here oh 'L8.

I. 487

N. Um hum, Mother come here.

I. What was your mother's name?

N. Her name?

I. TYes.

N. Before marriage?

I. Well, I think we just need her first name.

N. Well, they, her nickname was Gretchen, of course, but then her
real name was Ellen Margaret.

I. And she was born in G!Emany?

N. She was born in Germany, but she didn't know Dad until they met

here. And she had promised Mrs. Henry Kruger, the man who built this
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Midwest Tobacco Company building down there. She had promised her, when
she got married and come over here to live, after her father died, that's
after mother's father died that she would come over and be a companion.
And the day that she got in here, the morning she got in here, they stayed
at Abilene all night, they wouldn't run at night, the train wouldn't move
at night. They stayed at Abilene all night and they got in here and there
was blood all over the depot platform mat, planks. She hugged them, "What's
this all about?" she asked Mr. Kruger about it. "Oh," he said, "They've
been shipping a lot of buffalo hides" and he says, "alot of buffalo hides.™
But that wasn't the truth, two guys had been killed there the night before.

I. Where was this at?

N. At the depot. That's when the depot was right out in front of
where Butler is now. And of course, she found out in a few days what it
was all about. Well, those were some of the specimens that went to Boot
Hill. And just before the train pulled in they drug them inside the depot
off the platform. And they had laid there from ten or eleven o'clock
the night before, see, all night.

I. Was this sort of a bar room fight type of deal or . . .7

N. Wwell, it seems that, the way I got the one fellow had shot and
killed a pal of some other guy, a pal of his, rather, so he walked up be-
hind this other guy on this platform and he plugged him in the back of the
head and when the bone's shot that was all. Now this picture here is 18th
Street, that is just two blocks north of here. And they were grading that
street through there and that's the way they run into the bodies. See the

bones in the boxes, hammond and brown shoes.
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N.

10

Oh yeah. Well, what was the, was this?
Those are all characters that were buried up there on boot hill.
Oh this was Boot Hill up on 18th Street?

Yeah, now here's some more smaller pictures of bones and stuff

that I had, that I got myself. I had charge of the cemetary out here for

11 years.

I.

I just donated my time and worked.
When was this?
Now?
When did you work out there?

Oh, that's been several years ago now since it went over to the

city. Here's one guy we got.

I.

N.

Yeah.

You can see how he was crouched.

It looks like somebody mashed him along side the head there.

Yes, he did. I picked up one fellow up there with a stick he poked
his eyes out, you know.

Oh?

And picked up his skull and the bullet fell out of the back of

it, the whole back of his head come out so. . .

I.

So you don't think old Dodge City was such a rough shooting town

compared to Hays?

N.

No, Dodge City didn't have nothing, well they come over here to

get their lumber to build what they got over there and come cver here to

get their organization papers to organize the city. Now here's something

that is kind of unusual.
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I. A mountain lion?

N. That was killed right out here north of town. That was Jace Spat
and Bill Appleboy, his son-in-law, Chet Lillic and all them guys. They
had that lion down at the, the museum for a long time.

I. Well, they've got one in there now, I don't know, if it's the
same one.

N. They have? It's probably gotten moth eaten or something. And
here, I didn't go to school down there but they rooked me in on every damn
thing they had there. And they had operas and stuff. Princess Bonnie,
that was a good, that was a pretty good old play for high school.

I. Now what was this?

N. Princess Bonnie.

I. Wwhat is that?

N. Dpown here at the college, Fort Hays State. And these are some
pictures that was taken down there.

I. Have you donated any of these, any pictures like these to the
college.

N. Oh yeah, a bunch of them down there.

I. I know there are several of them that look quite similar to
these, like these.

N. Well, I'll show you some. Here I think I was singing Pretty Plume,
without any hat.

I. Oh, you mean you actually took part in these.

N. Oh, sure. Yes, I had leads in all of them. O0ld Henry Edwards

Malloy grabbed me every time he had a chance.
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I. Who was this?
N. Henry Edward. He used to be head of the music department. This

one here is, I think it's pretty well , of course

then.

I. It looks like you had some pirates here or something.

N. Um hum, it was some Spanish dancers, yeah, this is where Mrs.
Robinson. And this one here, {;.;ECo%to.

I. Oh, yeah.

N. Do you know who sings that?

I. Let's see.

N. He was bald headed old loot.

I. Oh, when was this taken here?

N. Oh, gosh that was a ‘lvjlhile back, quite a while back, Bohemian Girl,
have you seen that? éhanmomity, IC;Jmie Bell.

I. My gosh, you were quite a, quite a musician.

N. There was a young lady and myself who done a wooden shoe dance and
got stoned one night up here at the VAR Hall and an old old benefit propo-
sition. They called us back seven times. Now this is what Hays, it used
to be. Back far enough?

I. I guess, 1896, 1881. I see quite a few barrels here, what are
those, whiskey barrels or something?

N. Oh yeah.

I. Feed sacks.

N. Most of the, this picture here belongs to Buffalo Bill. And
there I met Buffalo Bill and shook hands with him.

I. Oh?

N. And went up to see his grave. He was scout for dad's old Fifth

Cavalry.
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Well, you have two arrows in this picture, what was this person?

That's Charlie Howard, that's a, he used to be here, he used to

be here in Hays.

N.

Oh.

And here is the last of the bunch of the old members of the VAR.
VAR that's the Veterans of the. . .

Veterans of the Republic.

Oh, those are veterans of which war, the Civil War?

The Civil War, uh huh, now they're done and gone. And this one

is the way our drug store looked when we sold it, it was inside of ABC.

I think I got another one here of the old store, maybe not. Here's the

gang out
I.
N.

That was
I.
N.
I.
N.
I.
N.

here.
I.

N-

in front of our store, RExall Store, see?

Uh huh.

Out in front of our store when we were up on North Main Street.
a bunch that won out World War I, or was it Spanish-American?
It must have been World War I.

Yeah, 1917.

The Second draft call, huh?

Now here was our first rootster.

A what a. . .

That was in that building that was just recently torn down out

Let's see, let's see what kind of, 1917. . .

Here's two band pictures of the Hays Military Band. That's the

town band. There was state, a, representatives that went to Washington,

and to New York. And this, I am proud to say, is one of the best darn foot-

ball teams that Hays ever saw.



=\

1L

I. It was a, it was a college team wasn't it?

N. We beat, we beat K-State.

I. Oh?

N. We beat a Fort Riley, Rsssel, Salina, Salina All Stars, and up

west they have a Rettin letterman from KU and K-State and

Emporia. And beat them. The only game we lost in three yeaes was by a
two touchdowns at half score. The half score was « And they
were trading everybody but Jim Fox. And the house the two houses Arch
Ket and that whole darnm bunch. And KU, Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma all
refused to play them that year.

I. Oh? Is it an you three?

N. In the Rose Bowl. Oh no .

I. What are these, what are these things they have around their
necks here for nose guards?

N. Those were nose guards, about the only thing we had and a
shin guard. O0Old rubber nose guards. Variable caddy, we had a real
honest to God coach. He was assistant coach under one of the staff for
oh, I don't know how many years.

I. Well, what, what did you call yourselves?

N. Just Hays team in all. Just Hays football team. We a took on
a bunch of, they gathered everything they could from Salina out to
Plainville, along the road and teach 'em how to wrestle like professional
wrestlers. And we had guys over their betting two to one and getting half
their money back if they lost. And we beat that bunch. We had guys that
could go. We had an awfully good Fort Hays High team coming up.

I. Yeah, any more its the Cadets that are tops in sports now isn't

it?
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N. Yeah, but this bunch here, boy they, they're good, quite a bunch
of boys.

I. You've got quite a collection of pictures here.

N. I've got some more pictures but I tried to find them and I was
unable to locate them. They were pictures that I got down at the James!'
Pamm, Out South of Eeclaia Springs. T was down with my mother ore tiwe
she had rheumatism so awful bad, and we took her down there and a I was
acquainted with the boy that run the, oh, that trained the horses.

High class aadie stuff and show stuff. And I ask him how many horses he
could put together for us, there was about 20 of them that wasted to go
out to the James' farm. They said they thought they could fix us up. And
they did. And I had a Willow Bay. Oh, she was a beaut! BShe handled, just
handled with the reins was all. Do all kinds of gates and not as much 5
as a whimper out of her. She handled by the reins. Well they let me

take her and we were at the James' farm. There was a lady and a bunch
from Canada. Her name was a Pancraft. And I forget. And she was in
pictures, of the old flicks. Well I was standing under kind of an old

oak tree shade to get a picture of the bunch of older folks that had come
out here. A bunch of them come out on a carriage. They're standing at
the pump getting a drink. She wanted a picture of them too. So she
wanted to be in the picture and wanted to know if I would smap the picture
for her. I said, "Yeah." So I went over and snapped the picture and it
was under this tree that old lady James, Jessie's mother, kept a mound
that looked 1ike a pioneer grave. There were a few of them buried but
nothing was ever buried there. He was killed in St. Jo. Where he was
buried, I don't know. But she saw me snapping these pictures and she come

out. She really grabbed it. ©She wanted two bits a snap, or a quarter.
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I. The old lady James?

N. Yeah. And she had one arm blowed off, ya know? She was sitting
there just like we say for instance the, the TV there is a fireplace.

She sat in front of the fireplace through the window just about like that
would be. And the Pinktons thought they had her, had Jessie in there.

And they threw a bomb in. About theat big. Killed the kid in her arms

and blew her arm off. After that she was worse then ever against the

law. And a, but she insisted on getting the 25 cents. I says, "Oh no,
no." I says, "Mrs. James not me." I says, 'Not from me. I wouldn't give
you a nickle." She says, "By gosh, you will," she says, "I'll follow you
to the fires of hell till I get it." I said, "You're just talking to the
wrong person." I said, "This isn't my machine and I'm taking pictures

for myself either." I said, '"We'll have to talk to this lady down here and
see what she says." I pointed her out and she went down that way and
they got together. I don't know just what the arrangements was but every-
thing was all right. I had those pictures and someone come and got them
or they were misplaced or something. I don't have them.

I. Well, she was, she was living there by herself or. . .

N. Oh no, whe had, she had a couple of kids there and Frank James,
ya know, had a family. She had some, some of her kids were there, three
or four children there. But over the door as you went in on the inside
was a big plaque, bronze. Sacred to the memory of Jesse James who was
killed by a man whose name was on the wood on the sacred plaque.

I. What, about what year was this that you took those pictures?

N. Oh, that was a long time ago, gosh, its been two or three years

ago now. The lady, they had a big log house, built of logs and they had
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every solid Space about that big in the logs to stick their rifles through,
that they hold over there at the most. Oh, that place at the fort there.
You notice the spots there where they have those rock. Well, that's what
they was for. Well, that year was invaided by Indian attack, they could
use those holes to shoot from.

I. Also to keep the law away, I suppose. Well, was the James family
all bad or. . .

N. Oh, I don't know, the father was originally a minister, I was
told, but the boys got to stealing and robbing and they got with this
Evunger outfit and see they raided barns and all around down through that
country. They just raised the dickens everywhere. Well, I met Teddy
Roosevelt before he was elected and afterwards.

I. What was he doing that was he out here?

N. Yeah.

I. What was he doing around here at that time?

N. Messing around, and Charlie Curtis the vice-president, a real good
frigind of ours. There was three or four differént times when we called on
him for some help, and he would help. The first time my dad's discharge
papers were burned, my brother Charlie, who lives néxt door here, had
them out in the country and his house caught fire in wooded area, couldn't
save a thing. He had no business having those discharge papers out there
but he took them out and they burmed. Well, we wrote the war department
and asked for a copy. They said it would be five or six years before
they could find it even. Well, that was in '75 and we wrote Charlie
Curtis and we got a copy of it now and it wasn't ten days after. And
another time during World War I, they trained a bunch of boys down here

at school. They had a bunch of them down there. And they come up to the
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store and they wanted . I said, thousands

of basket of apples and everything else. I had to wire and get some for
them and it was a long time after they left before we couldn't get any
satisfaction out of them, couldn't get any money, couldn't get a bici.
And I finally took it up with old Charlie and it come right out. And then
we had a boy that had worked for us when the war was over, had lost a
brother over in France and he was a pharmacist's mate on the ship, they
were back New York harbor laying there not doing a thing and he wanted to
get out. They said not a chance. But he did getadays, he got a few days
leave and he come out there and all the ;gaiticians around here, he asked
them to help him get a release so he could finish up on his pharmacy.
And oh they, all agreed to do it. They wrote to old Charlie and when he
got back to New York on board a big shot says, "Johnson," he says, "how
long would it take you to get ready if you had permission to go?" He
says, "Not very long." He says, "You can go, we've got permission for
you." Now that was three times there and there was another deal that he
pulled for us that was kind of nice and gosh the vice-president of the
United States. You don't get too many vice-presidents of the United States
but old Charlie Curtis had more friends, I believe, than any politician
today. Boy, when you wrote him a letter you always got an answer. It
didn't make any difference if you're, whether you're republican, democrat
or what. He was Indian, you know.

I. He was?

N. Part Indian, uh huh. He was sure a dandy. My kids would sit on
his lap down at the store and he'd buy them candy before he bought
himself stuff. Yeah. Now that I, I brought in Washington in at the

pentagon at this present time, a major.
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I. Oh?

N. I wanted him to stay three months, but he says he'd be damned
if he'd do it. He says, "I'll put in one month." He says, "I've had too
much running around." He had been on this educational propos ition of
the Air Force in Montaray, Califormia to Washington. The southern states
and all over there. They sent him all over.

I. This is your friend you say?

N. Uh huh. Yeah. These schools pick out the bright boys, you
know. Names was. . .

I. Let's see you a, do you remember anything about the, getting
back to the early days now, a do you remember anything about the a, oh,
law enforcement around here?

N. Law enforcement? No.

I. Do you know any of the old time marshals?

N. You know, they say there wasn't any law out here. And Wild Bill
was here. But of course, I didn't know then, I never knew him. I've been
up to his grave, Mount Rushmore, at Mount Rushmore, not Rushmount.

I. It isn't in Colorado, is it?

N. No, it's in Dakota.

I. Oh.

N. His grave and Calamity Jane and Poker Alice and those characters.
There was three or four of them buried right together. See he was killed
up there. When he was here as a marshal there used to be a saloon south
of the post office. That's the way they tell me. He went in there and
there were three or four soldiers in there raising the devil. And he
called them on it. They commenced to make little of him. Told him if he
didn't have that star and all that sort of thing and carry a gun like he

did he wouldn't get to first base. He said he'd take them off. Take his

star off too, and take 'em on one at a time, the whole damn bunch of them.
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But they took their belts and they had those big U. S. buckles. And they
belt him with that. And the bartender, he throwed his gun on the floor
and kicked his gun over to him. He got a hold of his gun, they, they beat
it then. But that was the last of Wild Bill here. I don't see Wild Bill
could ever kill so many people as they said he did. In fact, he had more
in Abilene, he had more trouble down there than he did here. He run for
sheriff and was beaten, as I understand it. And they had, oh, there were

a few killings, .

Three or four murders. Somebody asked me the other day if it was true
that Hays has never had a murder since the soldiers left here. Well, when
the soldiers were here, I've been, I've gone out to the fort with Dad,
and we used to sell them bread over there, cakes, pies, and stuff of that
kind. I've come along over here with him, of course, he made me sit in
my seat there. He'd get into the exchange and get himself all liquored
up. Well, he had a lot of good friends. He was a pretty good fellow,
he was all right. After he took he never touched another drop.
And mother raised a buffalo calf for him that she got from the Indians.
You know where the depot is now, th4present depot? The big house just
south of it, where all those trees are? Those big trees?

I. Yeah, that, ya mean that. . .?

N. Used to be the Reer house?

I. That old Cody Hotel or something like that. Is that down there?

N. No, no, no. It was south of the depot. Rough stretch south of
the depot and due west.

I. I can't rightly remember the location, but I know where the depot

is.
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N. Uh huh. Well, Mother planted those trees down there.

I. Oh?

N. And she carried water from the court house. And the court house
was up here where the present court house is. She carried two buckets of
water on a yoke over her shoulders to water those trees.And they had a
circle of them at one time.And they had seats in there. But that's been
dug out some way. They, they ruined that circle. Those trees she planted

are there yet. And there wasn't a thing between that place then and the
Midwest Tobacco Company, where Kruger had his store. He dealt with the
Indians a whole lot. Traded with them.

I. So there really wasn't too much of an Indian problem around here
was there?

N. Oh, not right here.

I. Well, what, what did they. . .

N. But they, when chief Black Horse andhis bunch come in here, they
were hungry. They wanted food, some clothing, blankets and stuff. They
took care of them, fed 'em, started tham out. And then they go over north
on the river. Then they started inland. Right here in town we didn't
have any trouble. The only real trouble we have had here was with the
ninth cavalry--niggers.

I. Oh?

N. They, a fellow shot one of them up there on what used to be north
main, but it's tenth now or west tenth.

I. Uh huh.

N. And he was way down there where the south edge of town. Picked

up a rifle and said, "Watch me hit that guy."

if he didn't. He a hit the nigger in the leg. And son of a gun he had

a fight. Well, they wasn't on the reservation yet so they had to have
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post mortum and Dr. Middlecough from . He used to live here
around the corner, west of us. Had to hold a post mortum and then they
buried him over at the fort, at the fort cemetary. I was over there one
time to a funeral, but the folks wouldn't let me out of the buggy I was
still too little, I was too little. 0ld Doc had charge of picking these
bodies up and they come and picked them up and took them back to Leavenworth
and buried them there. They had to sell those boxes to take care of each

one of them and name them off as we .

As a kids we used to play, before they started to dismantle the buildings
and stealing them, moving them away and one thing and another, us kids
used to play over there lots of times. We'd go busting in barns and around
the old houses and the old hospital building, and stuff of that kind. Now,
now we've had some bad storms. Of course, if you go through a dust stomm,
that'll do it to you.

I. Yeah.

N. And in the winter of !'85 and 6 they had a real blizzard. And my
dad at that time lost 35 head of cattle down there by Toulon. They were
all froze to death. They thought they could get down there and possibly
get some skin and get some hides and got to Munjor and got up in there

and had them all skinned « Oh there were a lot of them

at that time after they hit on the cattle spurt there as far as sorgum

was concerned, holdups and holdups and bank robberies and post office
robbery, but they didn't amount to much. There were bank robberies and
never any conviction. And that's the way it went. But they didn't even
have street lights; they didn't have pavements; they didn't have telephones.
They finally got to laying plank sidewalks. In all they didn't have much.
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You go down what they'd call Main Street now, used to be Chestnut, you
go down that street. I seen the time when it rained here for a week.
The folks come to town with four horses hitched to a wagon of wheat and
go to the mill where it is now and it goes right down to the hub in mud.

I. Yeah. I imagine in your work with your brother in the barber
shop, I imagine you met some pretty interesting characters in there.

N. Oh, yes. We had some characters here that, an old guy, old Doc
Coal. I suppose he was one of those guys that got by in the early days.
They tedoing in the drug business and sold goods for so long before they
got their state laws lined up so that they had to pass an examination.
They left those old guys in. Qld doc was a, and a priest went in there
one day and wanted some égégl;gee?i&. Know what f;{*;f,;‘,‘;ﬁ is? That's a
bug they used to color with, red. They spread two of the sheets out under
the trees, and the bugs would get on there at night and shake them down
and dry 'em, powder 'em. They used to use that for coloring your straw-
berry syrup and stuff like that.

I. Oh?

N. Yeah, afld anyhow they were bugs to begin with and this priest
wanted some ﬁg%hc;l;i:fﬂ and old doc he didn't know what ﬁg%ti;ﬁeé’ﬁ was. So
he went back behind and scratched his head and looked around.And pretty
soon he came out,And he says, and he's a Dutchman and he says, "I'm sorry,
Father," he says, "that ligéz‘l;:;i‘.l I got is all full of bugs." I remember
those days. We had some characters, but as a rule we didn't have it
so bad here. Hays got so that he could jump on them on this publicity
stuff but Dodge never. They haven't got anybody in there. The place

over there I got two women, the only two women that are buried out here,
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prostitutes. One was a white girl and one was a nigger. There was only
three decent look like would be caskets. The rest of them, they started
to kill was just thrown into any old kind of box they could squeeze it

into. They didn't even twist 'em up anyhow. They'd put

a hat on and down over their face.

I. Oh?
N. They never had a very good wish for them. No joke about that!

These two women were. There's a one. What's the

date on that?

I. 18%1.

N. There's a hairpin. And there's the way they used those little
square nails, those blind nails. Used to drive them in the carcus. All
come up there if you needed help. But the woman, white woman, was buried
up there. Used to have a lot of friends. I was a; she was buried in a
pretty good casket evidently. Her skeleton was complete, everything. In
fact, I have it right here in the backyard on the a sidewalk, where it is
now. And that there place, what was the name of that, the one who stayed
with them? Wooster from the college. Wooster got some pictures of it.

He promised he was going to give me some pictures of her, and he lost all
of his a film in the flood down there that time. Water had the intention
to go up some more. But she had been, fixed up eggs to take to the Quints'
and broke. It was a oh, sticky mess. Then they'd smear their heads with
it, ya know. With eggs in their hair. And in her hair, she was a blond,
her hair was the perfect color. And the way it was on the scalp with that
hair hung right on to that little skull just like it was built that way.

And the rest of that hair, it was in there, it was four, four foot long.
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And this female, nigger female. I did have a shoe like one of her shoes.
She wore high, high heels, a green one but I forgot where. Look at the,

if you look at the pictures over there in the museum that

you'll find quite a few pictures in there of the operas and the stuff of

that kind, and that shoe right there and Lady Poncell. We had, of course,
the bass of the New York Symphony and we had the tenor of the

Chicago Grand Opera and Symphony. We didn't have the music department;

and he couldn't at that time and in concert. He sang with us in the operas

. I had a lead in every one of them. And they

haven't had anything like that since poor old Henry Edward is gome.

I. Was this a common practice or were you an exception along this
line? Did they invite people from around here to do these things or. . .?

N. Not a lot of them, he'd come up and say, "I've got a part for you."
"What you got?" I was in a Joker, a Soldier, I was in a ploom, a ﬁtl:(::c;g%;
Put on Pinafore, or we're going to put on Bohemian Girl or something else.
gﬁiﬁ’éﬁ ﬂlg:-;.?;ﬂgnd, I a, Robin Hood. I was the sheriff at Nottingham. He
said, he named all the members of the cast down there at the school and
he'd say, "We've got a good one for that." And we'll have George come
down again and so, we'll get drunk, get drunk. And that was one time.
It tickled me more than anything else. We fooled with the cast night
after night. Come sneaking out from between the drops on the stage,
just as far as they could get out, without getting on the stage and see
what they was going to pull next. Boy, they had a circus there. Well,
what else do you want?

I. Well,

N. Good they're getting scarce, I'll tell you and %take the Hacimeyer
family. O0ld Jake Hacimeyer was a blacksmith. He at one time was supposed
to had a nigger person up there tlat was pretty rough and they put a leg

iron on him. And Jake was building this leg iron and this nigger spit in
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his face or something and he cracked him on the head and killed Mr.
Nigger. And that case is not supposed to be known. But this other dead
nigger deal I was telling about, this guy getting shot. At that time
the cavalry was niggers and they come over here and was going to burn up
our town and just raised all kinds heck. The Mississippi J. R. -{;‘g%;:
they were way down there in southeast Prairietown got on their horse and
rode back way out around to go to the fort and told then what was going
on. And they made them all line up, they got that whole bunch lined up
in front of the Schwallers lumber yard there and took their arms and
straighten their arms and marched them back to the fort. That's when
they got rid of the niggers.

I. Were they, were they part of the regular cavalry?

N. Oh, yeah, the Ninth Cavalry well their pretineer all, they're
all related now, practically all of them. Just as soon as one of the
Ninth Cavalry letters from a few years ago. As soon as one of them would
die there would be some relative to fill in. They had an old man, nigger
Bowman, we called him. He used to sit up with us kids, they finally named
after him somebody, in his speeches, harmless, the best old man you ever
say. He used to set with us kids and tell us stories and sing for us.

I. What did they do with these negroes then they, were they legal
to?

N. Because there was bunch of them, they circulated a petition here
and a bunch of fellows signed it. They thought they were going to get they
thought they were going to get this land over here, this experiment station
and the college grounds. They had an idea that they was going to get

that stuff real cheap and they could sell it for a good piece of money,




you see, but it wasn't given to them. They didn't get a chance to get
it. Now old Charlie Curtis was the guy that worked to get that put in

as an education and instruction proposition. FExperimental station and
educational system. And he kept after things and stayed with it. They
better, they had so much time to do this and it just seemed like the guys
around here were rather lax on them.And he came out here on time and told
them. He says, "Time to get the truck going to have to get busy." So
there was a number of others Tom Flair and Charlie Curtis, Jim Reener a
number of those fellows that went bo « Joe Bizme went to Topeka.

I. Jim Reener, now wasn't he a. . .?

N. He was a judge.

I. Yeah.

N. Judge Reener.

I. In the Topeka Daily Capital, oh a number of years ago they ran
a column of his diary, I think it was.

N. Jim Reeners?

I. Yeah, I think so.

N. I know Jim was there about, at least his cousin was at that time.

I. That maybe was the same person, I'm not sure.

N. Charlie Reener, his son, he don't have, his brother Charlie
Reener had a son and daughter. Nellie, she's been over in Italy for some
time and she was just back here a short time ago. She had been run over
by a car or something and got busted up. She had a little child. And
Charlie was a doctor, I think he's in California. The Reeners have gom
And Mrs. Middlecoff, if you could talk to her, she is a hundred years

old. And she come here as a girl around three years old, something like
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that, three to five years old, somewhere in there. And she's down at the
hospital, Hadley. If you could get to talk to her or if there is any-
thing very important that you want to get I think she would be more apt
to give it to you than anybody else. Her memory has been awfully good,
but she is getting now so that her hearing is bad and her sight is bad.
But she's a very nice lady and you may get more information from here, I
think than anybody around here.

I. Well, I called up one of your brothers here.

N. Charlie?

I. Yeah, and I think I'm going to interview him too. He probably
has, he probably has somewhat similar information as what you have.

N. Yeah, he might give you a little bull along with it.

I. Oh.

N. Of course, he was the drum major for this band that went to
Washington. He was a stud, he thought he was a regular old killer when
he was about a youngster. The girls thought he was smashing.

I. What was your some of your social life around here in the early
days?

N. Oh, we used to have lots of good times, nothing like the Beatles
now. If you went to a dance, they usually have, we used to have what we
called a Sunflower Club. There was just, there was over a hundred of us
that belonged to it, men and young fellows. And we had dances at the old
GAR hall and we used to have oh a lot of hometown stuff, you know and
things of that kind. And then every once in awhile there would be some
show come in, Uncle Tom!s Cabin., or 11‘.’:.!‘1 ;ni've; i;a ;IBoi?rL;rRoom or

something like that, you know. But, oh we had, oh Guy Vogel who put on
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one of those dances trying to, he was out. If you smoke a cigarette
around him he'd say or anything else, he's say, wasn't interested in
girls or he was taken out. Now if you haven't got a pack of cigarettes
and a bottle of some booze on your hip, you can't get anywhere.

I. That's the size of it.

N. Oh, we used to have plenty of good times and we used to sing a
lot. We used to oh pertineer every night. There would be anywhere from
10 to 20 to 30 of us young guys get together. Go over on the court house
steps or over at the old Baptist Church or down on the Presbyterian Church
or somewhere else, and we'd sing all the songs that we knew.

I. Did you have any barber shop quartets or. . .?

N. Nope. No, we just had a good time that way. And then of course,
we.used to have more snow, used to have more sleigh riding. Now we don't
get any snow anymore to go sleigh riding like we used to. We used to
do a lot of that, but you had to be gentlemen around or else. I know
one time we was down there and a guy started smoking and the old town,
there they all told him to get out if' ke was going to smoke. Here he was

an old man talking to this young buck and he said, "

." And he said, "Maybe, I can, maybe I can." He said,

"et's see you." So the marshall was Mat Wayne at that time.aAnd he
happened to be just outside and he called him in and old Mat goes well.
Well, when he started taking him out, of course, now a bunch of these
young smart alecks that was about half loaded, that's when they started
to getting that way. It was a really rushing a bunch in there. They

started in on this Wayne,and they had him in the corner.And there were a
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lots there and boy it looked pretty tough for him, you know. And it
just so happened that police judge was up there at the time and he says,
"Joe, I just hired you." He said, "Get in there and help that guy."
The only thing we can do it get in there and help him. He was strong,
big. We got them out. And we started to pick them out to take them
out, 22 of them. And they were fined $25 a piece. They behaved them-

selves pretty well. Oh, we used to have nice brawls

and things like that. And parties, there wasn't any rough stuff, nothing
at all like there is today. There is stuff that if the kids had a rough
party like they used to. Like 50 years ago, if they had a rough party like
that today why they. . .

I. Didn't have any fun did they?

N. Nothing to it. Isn't that about all of that? Do you think

you've had enough?
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