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They shal I beat their swords Into plowshares 

and their spears Into sickles; 

nation shal I not I 1ft sword against nation 

nor ever again be trained for war, 

and each man shal I dwel I under his own vine, 

under his own fig-tree, undisturbed. 

For the Lord of Hosts himself has spoken. 

--Book of Micah, 4:3 

Since 1972, the chances of an exacerbation of pol ltlcal tensions 

resulting In a direct mil ltary confrontation between the two German states 

have decl lned dramatically. The I lkel !hood that the German Federal Republ le 

(FRG) and the German Democratic Republ le (GDR) might one day serve as the 

center stage for a major mil ltary showdown between the superpowers 

nonetheless persists. The ratlf !cation of the Basic Treaty by the two 

Germanles In 1972 brought about a partial mitigation of East-West tensions, 

wh I ch contr I buted to a sense of domestl c stab II I ty In both of the newly 

declared sovereign states. By the late 1970 1s, however, the prol lferatlon of 

tactical nuclear weapons In the European theater reawakened fears that the 

two German zones cou Id one day become a nuclear "ground zero" for reasons 

unrelated to their specific security needs. 

Since 1979, the race to deploy ever more sophisticated weapons In 

Central Europe has begun to take Its tol I on the balance of socio-pol ltlcal 

forces Internal to the East and West German states. While ostensibly rooted 

In an ongoing crisis of superpower relations, the long-term pol ltlca l 

significance of both the bloc-based arms race and the commensurate growth of 

natl ona I peace movements In the FRG and the GDR wel I may rest In the! r 
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contributions to a new chapter on German-German relations. 

Th Is essay traces the development of an autonomous peace movement In 

the German Democratic Republ le, as a harbinger of changing attitudes towards 

dissent In a self-proclaimed social 1st society. In contrast to a thirty year 

tradition of anti-armament protest In the Federal Republ le, peace protest In 

the GDR Is a relatively new phenomenon which has accorded a rare 

opportunity for pol ltlcal learning to citizens and party leaders al Ike. In a 

system which has yet to recognize the concept of a "loyal opposition," the 

Peace Movement has come to encompass a broader range of societal concerns, 

despite very limited opportunities for channel Ing and processing the 

pol ltlcal demands of critical activists and dissidents. Relying on an 

hlstorlcal-chronologlcal approach In Part One, th i s paper explores the 

system-Immanent character of a rapidly spreading spirit of opposition In the 

GDR. It seeks to highlight the pivotal, moblllzatlonal role ascribed to 

rel lglous groups, In particular the Evangel teal (Lutheran) Church, which 

appears to be forging a critical I Ink between protest movements In the East 

and West. Part Two focuses on the part! cu I ar attract I on that the Peace 

Movement ho I ds for an I ncreas I ng I y rest Ive body of East German youth. The 

final section addresses I lkely connections between social protest movements 

In the FRG and GDR, raising what may wel I be the Gretchenfrage of postwar 

European history: namely, the question of German national Identity and the 

Issue of reunification. 

Central to the paper ls the argument that while peace Initiatives In 

East Germany have benef I ted tremendous I y from the lmpu I ses prov I ded by 

protests In the West, they cannot be construed as efforts to produce either 

a carbon copy or a mirror Image of opposition movements In the FRG. East 

German activists have been careful to distinguish between the Instrumental 



-3-

value to be derived from Western support, and Important, often overriding, 

substantive llmltatlons. The author nevertheless advances the proposition 

that peace and protest movements of the magn I tude now w I tnessed In both 

German states cannot be divorced from broader questions of pol I ti cal 

legitimacy, questions that are uni lkely to remain unanswered long after the 

anticipated deployment of Pershing 11 and Ground-Launch Cruise Missiles, 

scheduled to begin at the end of 1983. 

I. THE MILITARIZED SOCIETY AND ITS DISCONTENTS 

A. State and Church Accommodatton. 1945 to 1978. 

When analyzing pol ltlcal trends In East European countries, It ts 

unfair to assume that the strength of a protest movement I !es In Its 

numbers. Crowds of 700 to 7,000 attend! ng peace events In the German 

Democratic Republ le can only be compared with demonstrations of 30,000 to 

300,000 In the Federal Republ le when they are weighted to reflect the 

considerable personal-pol ltlcal risks Involved for the Individual 

participant. As a general rule, East German activists have worked to avoid 

creating a highly mob! I !zed, mass based organization, the appearance of 

which would provoke a major crackdown by the regime against alleged enemies 

of the state. Developments over the last five years have nonetheless 

effected significant, qual ltatlve changes In the pacifist movement, despite 

the low-keyed, highly decentral !zed nature of GDR protests. The movement can 

no longer be dismissed as a temporal phenomenon; rather, It Is a pol ltlcal 

factor with which the Social 1st Unity Party (SEO) must learn to deal. The 

SEO cannot get around recent waves of protest by expel I Ing the leading 

dissidents: There are none. If the party opts for an Iron-hand approach, It 

faces the risk of losing the hearts and minds of a whole generation of 
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soc! a 11 st-sty I e "post-mater I a 11 st" youth. 1 

Parallel to Its role In the Federal Republ le, the East German Lutheran 

Church has -- rather unintentionally become a major conduit for 

opposition to the arms race, as wel I as a chief mediator between a youth 

affl feted with existential Angst and a state which justifies Its actions In 

the name of Real pol ltlk. Although the GOR does not have to contend with the 

presence of nuclear devices within Its own borders, Its proximity to the 

NATO deployment sites renders it as vulnerable to "ground zero" effects as 

the FRG. The anti-Pershing and cruise missile theme finds some expression In 

the pacifist movement, but to concentrate on a situation that a Warsaw Pact 

nation is powerless to change would waste valuable energies. Limited 

influence with respect to Soviet defense policies has also constrained 

activists In developing an anti-SS 20 1 s theme. The topic that has come to 

dominate the protest agenda is one which most directly challenges the 

Ideological legitimacy of the SEO, namely, the protest against the 

Increasing mil itarlzation of social 1st society. 

The East German peace campaign lacks much of the Intensity, breadth and 

depth associated with a thirty-year protest tradition in the neighboring 

state, but It Is not a movement born yesterday.2 Uni ike the Federal 

Republ Tc, the GOR has assumed I tttle of the historical responsibl I lty for 

th·e ho I oca ust, though It has had I ts own prob I ems master I ng the I egacy of 

Stal inism. In embracing Marxism-Leninism as "the peace concept par 

excellence," the SEO used the Immediate postwar period to profess the class 

character and the socio-economic roots of war in such a way that it was able 

to denounce pacifism as a vehicle for undermining the resistance of the 

masses to Imperialist forces.3 In 1952 the SEO undertook the first In a 

series of measures aimed at socializing its citizens Into a state of 
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national alert, providing a target for subsequent, If sporadic, protests. 

Respond Ing to a "request" from the party-aff 111 ated Free German Youth 

Organization (FDJ) In 1952, the SED establ I shed the Society for Sports and 

Technical Sciences (GST) for the purpose of promoting paramll ltary 

physical-education. GST Influence, for the most part, was I lmlted to 

arranging sporting competltl,ons and recreational activities for youth. In 

1956 the FDJ enthuslastlcal ly welcomed the creation of the National People's 

Army, and fol lowing the cons-truction of the Berl i n Wall In 1961, orchestrated 

an "enl lstment appeal" to al I males 18-25 years old, Intended to safeguard 

the Socialist Republic against further alleged acts of Western sabotage. 

Fall Ing far short of Its voluntarlstlc recruitment goals, the SED resorted 

to un I versa I censer I pt I on In 1962. The correspond Ing statute carr I ed a 

penalty of three years In prison for men refusing Induction, which the 

Lutheran Church Interpreted as a violation of constitutionally guaranteed 

freedom of belief (Article 39, Article 19/2). In a 1963 document, "Ten 

Articles Concerning Peace and Service of the Church," the rel lglous 

hierarchy recognized Its obi lgatlon to provide legal protection for 

conscientious objectors and spiritual guidance for conscripts. Under 

pressure from the Church the SED Introduced a special army division, the 

"construction units" <Bauelnhelten) In September 1964, as a form of mil ltary 

service without weapons for rel lglous objectors. The leadership nonetheless 

refused to consider a non-uniformed alternative service Independent of 

military control. The Church countered In 1965 with an "Outreach" 

(Handrelchung) memorandum outl lnlng Its criteria for meaningful spiritual 

assistance to conscripts on active duty; this document was to remain a 

source of considerable tension between Church and state for the next several 

years.4 
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From 1964-65 the state continued to expand the range of pre- and 

paramll itary training prograns through the FDJ, the Young Pioneers and the 

Red Cross In the form of sports competitions, apprenticeships and work 

groups. Their general purpose was to foster a positive Identification 

between ch ti dren and the state as ear I y as possible, to create emoti ona I 

ties to the NVA and the Soviet Union based on heroic Images, and to 

Inculcate youth with the values of courage, endurance, decisiveness (!), 

"soc! a I i st a I ertness" regard Ing susp I cl ous modes of peer behav I or, 

unconditional loyalty and, last but not least, class consclousness.5 Between 

1965 and 1969 the FDJ continued to function as a major vehicle in generating 

enthusiasm for the mil ltary, Introducing its first "Recruitment Collectives" 

In the el lte senior high schools. The principle of selecting-out in the 

ninth, eighth or as early as the fifth grade those students with mll ltary 

leadership potential was extended to the general polytechnical schools In 

1973. Again, the response to FDJ efforts to attract many "friends of 

mil ltary careers" was less than overwhelming. It was the addition of · a 

module for mil ltary training to the ninth and tenth grade curriculum and a 

twelve-day, obi lgatory (mil ltary or paramedic) Intensive session for Abltur 

cl asses, however, that provoked the greatest pub 11 c react I on and the most 

significant waves of parental and parish opposition. 

The East German Eyangel lsche Klrchenbund (EKB) was forced to undergo a 

forma I separation from the West German Eyangel I sche Kl rche In Deutsch I and 

(EKD) In 1969. Shortly thereafter, the Theological Studies Division of the 

EKB announced I ts own proposa I for a mandatory "peace educatl on" course for 

the grade schools. Rel lglous leaders created a Church Office for Peace 

Research, known after 1971 as the Study Group for Peace Questions, whose 

members made It their task to convey the results of scientific peace 
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research to ecumenical groups, as wel I as information about International 

Third World and Human Rights Conferences. 

Perhaps as a means of Improving Its Image abroad, and In an effort to 

afford Christians an opportunity for a more positive Identification with the 

East German state, the SEO moved to Improve relations with the divided but 

not conquered Lutheran Church as a formal institution.6 A less obvious but 

not inconceivable motive was the desire to drive a further, quasi-national 

wedge between the East and West German Church federations. The party 

tolerated the sense of "spec I al commun I ty" that cl ear I y ext sted between the 

two, but coup I ed th Is w I th pressures for EKB <KI rchenbund) engagement In 

"socialist ecumenism," I.e. through closer ties with the Russian Orthodox 

Church. The SEO maintained an Intentionally ambivalent stance regarding 

specific rel lglous Issues, so that Christians would not feel compel led to 

choose between church and state. That It met w Ith some success Is attested 

to by the fact that the 1971 EI senacher Sy nod announced: "We do not want to 

be the Church against, nor the Church next to, but rather the Church In 

Social lsm. 117 

The period of rapprochement 1972-1973 corresponded with the high point 

of Ostpol ltlk negotiations, which might suggest that good SEO-EKB relations 

serve as a barometer for the I eve I of German-German tens Ions. Perhaps one 

could argue that the Basic Treaty reinforced the sovereign character of the 

East German state, enhancing Its legitimacy and thereby providing the time 

and confidence needed to negotiate with Its own social protagonists. 

Alternatively, the loss of an external threat may have led communist 

officials to realize that their old Justifications for demanding 

unquestioned loyalty to the regime were no longer val Id and would have to be 

replaced by more cooperative relationships. The party leadership soon 
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discovered that permitting more extensive contacts between the West and East 

German protestant communities also brought In welcome hard currency during a 

period of rising Import costs. The state's wll I lngness to provide capital 

assistance for new church and hospital construction, to recognize the EKB's 

role as a coordinator for charitable, cultural and youth work, as wel I as to 

engage In discussions on abortion and the Helsinki accords, still had not 

resulted in noticeable improvements for Individual practicing Christians, 

however. School-aged youths, In particular, were subject to considerable 

I deol og I ca I pressure. A decl sl on to become a "construct I on sol di er" a I most 

automatlcal ly precluded access to higher education and other career 

opportunities, repeated protests by the rel iglous hierarchy notwithstanding. 

Because any effort to establ !sh a formal organization of conscientious 

objectors would Immediately be outlawed as Inimical to the state, the Church 

has been cal led upon by growing numbers of Individuals to function as a J1e 

.f..aill I nstl tuti ona I base. Out of a tota I popu I atl on of 16 .8 mil I Ion, an 

estimated 7 million are reported to maintain an affiliation with the 

Evangel !cal community, while another 1.2 mil I Ion have ties to the Cathol lc 

fhurch, despite exposure to almost three decades' worth of active 

anti-rel iglon campaigns directed by the state.8 For practicing Christians 

the problem has been not only that pacifist alternatives are I lmited either 

to military-related construction duties or to work In special police or 

state security un I ts; it Is al so the case that the exl stl ng I ega I opt! ons 

are not publ lclzed. It Is up to the candidate to search out and abide by 

formal requirements. Since 1964, some 5,000 males have nevertheless refused 

regular Induction, Involving 18 months of active and two years of reserve 

duty for those between the ages 18-50. This does not Include the "total 

resisters," I.e. Jehovah's Witnesses, who face ever stiffer prison sentences 
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rang Ing fran three to ten years. About 250-280 youth are drafted Into the 

construction ranks at 18 month Intervals; an estimated 500, mostly theology 

students, have managed to escape being cal led Into service at al 1.9 In 1975 

a reorganization of the construction units precipitated an Initiative among 

young men lobbying for alternative service. As a clever albeit subversive 

means of raising consciousness, the Bausoldaten committed themselves to a 

nineteenth month of voluntary service In charitable or church-affil lated 

Institutions In order to demonstrate their Idea of a truly alternative 

service. The SED has refused to consider the "social peace service" option 

under any circumstances. 

The EKB has done Its bit by organizing regular regional meetings as a 

way of fact I ltatlng contacts between former and future resisters. Stll I, the 

Church suffers fran a case of organizational schizophrenia, In that It 

continues to make gains as an JnstJtutJon, but Is relatively powerless In 

cases when there ts a need to protect the JndJyJduals who look to It for 

moral leadership. The self-Immolation of Pastor Brusewltz In August, 1976 

del lvered a major Jolt to Church consciousness with respect to the Inherent 

dangers of Its accommodatlonlst strategy. 

The years 1975-77 were marked by growing , unrest among East German 

Intellectuals who were said to have contracted the "Helsinki fever," and 

among youth who clashed with pol Ice over the Intensified regimentation of 

free time, I.e., the ban on rock concerts In East Berl In, Wlttenberge and 

Erfurt. The state began to see certain advantages In upholding the Church as 

a credible, yet responsible forum for I lmlted socio-pol lttcal "competition." 

Soviet protests against the neutron bomb and NATO modernization plans opened 

the door for Church attacks on the arms race precl p I tated by the West (a 

revolving door, It was not). GDR officials nevertheless attempted to 
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maintain distance between the organized Church and Intellectual dissidents, 

reacting al lergtcal ly when poet-musician Wolf Bierman was Invited to perform 

on church property, for example, or when author Stet an Heym staged pub 11 c 

readings. 

Good relations between the KJrchenbund and the SEO reached their peak 

with the March 6, 1978 summit meeting between the Lutheran primate Bishop 

Albrecht Sch~nherr and General Secretary Erich Honecker. The party granted 

more concessions, again In relation to the Church's Institutional standing, 

approving Joint preparations for the 500th anniversary of Luther's birth, 

offering expanded discussions on economic and environmental problems and the 

I Ike. In al I probabll lty, these additional concessions would have made It 

ever more di ff I cu It for the rel I gl ous h I erarchy to conv I nee the par I sh 

falthf ul that It represented an autonomous moral force, had the pol I ti cal 

leadership not Introduced new measures In 1978 further Infringing upon 

lndlvldual conscience. 

B. Peace With or Without Weapons? 1978 to Present 

In June 1978, the East German Minister of Education, Margot Honecker, 

announced a plan to Introduce obi lgatory mil ttary education Into the ninth 

and tenth grade curricula, a plan that had been In the making for two years. 

The Conference of Evangel teal Church Directorates CKEK) cal led a special 

meeting In East Berlin to protest Its exclusion from any discussion of the 

proposed changes and to f ormu I ate a I etter to a I I . par I shes oppos Ing the 

Intensified mil ltarlzatton of East German society through the schools. 

The SEO refused to hear a direct appeal by the Conference urging It to 

reconsider. It Justified Its actions by arguing that these measures were not 

to be Judged In Isolation, but only In the context of the government's 
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general "peace policy." MIiitary education and defense preparedness added 

credibility to the GDR's p_ursult of peace, made for good pedagogy and 

promoted physical development, officials held. The SED stressed that 

participation In actual weapons training for boys was entirely voluntary, 

although 100 percent participation would naturally be desirable. The Irony 

here, of course, Is that the system that places so ,much Ideological 

emphasis on classlessness and equal opportunity went out of Its way to 

separate male from female defense obi lgatlons. While training In the proper 

use of small caliber weapons was advertised In light of Its 

character-building function for boys, girls were limited to civil defense 

and first aid Instruction -- reinforcing sex stereotypes at a relatively 

tender age. Clergy and parents objected that m I I ltary educatl on for school 

children would contribute to an atmosphere of anxiety, would foster a hatred 

of the "enemy" contradictory to Christian teachings, and Instill In 

Impressionable youth the bel lef that mll ltary action was an acceptable 

behavioral norm for conflict resolutlon.10 The military education 

requirements phased In during September 1978 and 1979 spawned a number of 

loosely coordinated "Peace Education" Initiatives at parish and regional 

I eve Is. 

The events of 1980 brought a new qua I I ty to the East German pac If I st 

movement. Eight regional spring and fal I synods adopted peace as their 

discussion theme, and a series of German-German Church consultations on 

questions of peace took place with SED approval In East Berl In. The party 

became less tolerant of discussions between the Evangel teal patriarchs and 

the Dutch IKV, when the EKB showed signs of adopting the Dutch 

"self-disarmament" model.11 On the basis of this Interaction, the East 

German Lutherans grew more reluctant to restrict themselves to critiques of 
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NATO. 

The Church .Q.U.a lnstltutJon formally joined the ranks of the opposition 

by sponsoring Its first "peace decade" fran November 9-19, 1980, when it 

dee I ared the trad I ti ona I Advent Repentance Day a "DI sarmament Day." Peace 

activists adopted the motto gaining popularity in the West -- Frieden 

Schaffen Ohne Waffen. The slogan "Create Peace Without Weapons" was 

Introduced as the theme of an FRG-w I de peace week, a I so he Id In November, 

organized by Action Reconcll latlon/Peace Services -- a wing of the Western 

Lutheran community establ !shed In 1958. To avoid al legations of Western 

Infiltration, organizers simultaneously designed a sew-on badge, repl !eating 

the Soviet memorial statue at the United Nations that depicted a muscular 

male figure pounding his sword Into a plowshare. The badge became an Instant 

best-seller anong adolescents. The "decade" was staged partially In response 

to the GDR sanctions Imposed due to the Pol !sh crisis and produced an appeal 

for better rel atlons between the Lutherans and the Pol I sh Cathol lc Church 

which had been far fran cordlat.12 A second nation-wide "decade" took place 

November 8-18, 1981. 

By the autumn of 1981, It was the SED' s turn to face up to the 

accommodatlonlst's dilemma. Since 1979, the official party dally,~ 

Deutschland, has carried enthusiastic reports of anti-NATO protests In the 

West. But the more extensive these reports have become, the more difficult 

It has been for the state to repress comparable mobll lzatlons within Its own 

borders. Conversely, the more glowing the reports on Eastern developments 

that appear In the Western media, the harder It has become for GDR activists 

to maneuver within an already restrictive pol ltical environment. 

The Dresden Forum of February 13, 1982 can be considered the East 

German analog to the Evangel !cal Congress that drew over 150,000 
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participants to Hanburg in June, 1981. As a formally sponsored Church 

event, the Forum also slgnaLs a severing of ties between the official and 

unoff I cl al peace movements. The meet! ng commemoratl ng the th I rty-seventh 

anniversary of the Dresden bombings attracted 5,000 East German youth, 

despite official efforts to suppress publ !cation of the event, delay trains, 

etc. Discussion topics ranged fran the significance of the "Berl In Appeal" 

put into cl rcu I ati on by d Issi dent Rainer Eppe I mann In January, to the 

sanctions being Imposed at school and workplace against those displaying the 

"Swords to Pl ow shares" badges. The Forum message quickly spread to the 

provinces, as crowds of 2,000-7,000 assembled at synods fran Jena to 

Brandenburg. Less than six months later, the Lutheran church publicly took 

Its leave of the government's position on disarmament. In July, 1982, the 

Conference of Church DI rector ates proclaimed the production, development, 

testing and deployment of nuclear weapons "a moral evil." It held that 

nuclear deployments "regardless of where and by whom" ought to be abjured by 

all religions, thereby calling for a complete freeze and a moratorium 0n 

Inimical rhetorlc.13 

Like Its counterpart In the Federal Republic, the Cathol lc Church in 

the GDR has remained conspicuously passive over the last two decades. It has 

largely produced memos for Internal consumption, In which It continues to 

uphold the "Just war thesis," while asserting the right of mil ltary 

conscripts to practice their faith. In 1968 diocesan youth offices 

Instigated a discussion series titled "Peace ts Possible;" but In 1978 there 

was I ittle open debate among Cathol lcs concerning parental rights and 

mll ltary education in the schools. Whl le the central lzed nature of the 

Catholic Church could, in theory, enable It to play an Important 

coordinating role within the movement, the size of Its constituency no doubt 
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dictates a greater show of pol ltlcal caution, as does Its Vatican connection 

In I lght of recent events ln_Poland. 

Despite what now appears to be a unified pro-freeze stance on the part 

of the Evangel !cal Church, the unofflclal East German peace movement Is 

I lkely to continue developing along regional-parish I Ines. At this level 

activist groups wll I continue their effa-ts to bring about the creation of a 

"social-peace" or clvll Ian service option for conscientious objectors, a 

purging of school texts of glorified mll ltary Images and the el Im I nation of 

"war toys" from schools and day-care centers. Instead of mergl ng protest 

Issues, rel lglous elements are attempting to present their causes as 

criticisms of specif le pol lcles, and not as an assault on the pol ltlcal 

regime per se. 

I I. PEACE, PROTEST AND Q-fURQ-f-YOUll-1 RELATIONS 

The SED' s troub I ed react I on to a set of condl ti ons It has In part 

helped to create are ref I ected In a comment by a representatl ve of the 

"off I cl al II peace movement, em bod I ed In the East German Peace Council : "Why 

do you want to mob! I lze on your <:Mn? That wll I only undermine our national 

movement. nl 4 The I eadersh Ip has attempted to counter th Is form of 

extra-party opposition -- Ironically -- · by expanding the organizational base 

of the movement, rallying Its own troops In support of the official "peace 

pol icy." The FDJ has been pushed to center stage, In I ight of the regime's 

particular concern with growing youth unrest. Communist youth organizers 

have adopted the themes Gegen NATO Waffen, Frieden Schaffen (Make Peace 

Against NATO Weapons) and "Peace Must Be Defended, Peace Must Be Armed." The 

FDJ has i n I ts turn adopted c I ever but subver s Ive tact I cs, emu I at i ng the 

headbands, badges and T-shlrts of the other movement, and also schedul lng 
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officially-sanctioned-rock concerts and candlel lght marches "I Ike In 

Bonn.n15 That off I cl ally sponsored rallies for peace attract youth from the 

unofflclal movement says less about the persuaslve rhetorlc of the reglme 

than It does about changing attitudes among East German youth as a whole, 

however. 

In youth circles, there Is a growing feel Ing of al lenatton towards the 

system which finds Its parallels In the FRG. Pol ltlclans and psychologists 

on both st des of the border are w ltnessl ng the development of a "second 

culture," a pattern of "Internal emlgratton" based on a rejection of 

establ lshment values, whether they be capital 1st or social 1st. The large 

numbers of adolescents flocking to ecclesiastical synods do not necessarily 

signify that a major rel lglous revival ls In the maklng. Rather, It ls the 

Church's century-old tradltlon of provldlng sanctuary that has attracted so 

many displaced f I ower-ch 11 dren. They see the Church as a pl ace where they 

are free to ask questions and where they can find a sense of belonging among 

others who share their fears. As the beneflclarles of more years of 

compulsory educatlon and regular exposure to West German medla, GDR 

adolescents are consclous, and critical, of Inconsistencies between official 

propaganda and government pol lcles. Commenting on the sanctlons used agalnst 

Individuals wearing the "Swords to Plowshares" badge, a former conscript 

summar l zed: 

Wouldn't they have to tear down the monument In New York 

In order to be consistent? ••• I was In the Army and I 

w 111 do my time l n the Reserves. We In the GDR are now 

tied to the Warsaw Pact, as you are to NATO. know 

that. The badge for me meant no more and no I ess than 

the profess I on of a wonderf u I dream. Is l t rea I I y so 
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treasonous to the state and anti-social 1st to dream?16 

Youth's resistance to a further mil ltarlzatton of East German society 

o«es partly to the fact that the conditions to which recruits are subjected 

bear I lttle resemblance to the heroic textbook Images. The food Is bad, the 

dlsclpl lne harsh, the hours long, the pay lo«, and the haircuts very short 

-- at a time when personal appearance and peer Identification Is very, very 

Important. According to Interviews, few emerge as spirited or contented as 

they entered.17 In stark contrast to disgruntled youth In the FRG, however, 

the majority of those resisting military induction and chanting for peace In 

the GDR tend to be manual or semi-skilled workers and apprentices, not 

university students. Upwardly mobile Abftur-students are much less Incl lned 

to jeopardize their chances for university admission and professional 

careers, but they constitute a minority anong secondary school graduates, 

under ten percent.15 The educational system is a source of enormous 

"pressure to ach I eve, 11 yet the opportun I ti es for enter Ing more gl anorous 

professions have not kept pace with the baby boom and the rhetoric of equal 

opportunity. The regimentation of free time further frustrates East German 

youth in their efforts to develop their o«n "culture," albeit with I imlted 

resources, In emulation of their Western counterparts. Those who seek a 

sense of personal belonging In rel lglous or peace groups are I lkely to 

become aware of the life-long political consequences of their search 

after It Is too late. As one visitor to Dresden exclaimed: "I am only 19 and 

a I ready have noth Ing more to I ose. 11 18 

For want of a more creative alternative, the Party has al lowed the 

Church to p I ay the ro I e of ~ facto med I ator. 19 Concess Ions have come I n 

conjunction with SEO efforts to maintain Institutional support for Its 

pol lei es now that the Evangel I cal Community has been featured as "the Church 
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In Socfal Ism." In view of Its legal-ffnancfal dependence upon the state, the 

Church can be utf I fzed as an ,escape valve for socfal unrest, the opening and 

closfng of which stf 11 permits a degree of party control. 

With potentfally one half of Its Lutheran affflfated citizens and a 

major segment of the "successor generation" engaging In various forms of 

passive resistance, the SEO has Its hands ful I, above and beyond the barrage 

of energy and economic problems with which ft has to contend. A third wing 

of the pact ff st movement, composed of di ssf dent f ntel I ectua Is, poses an 

additional ff unintentional -- pol ftfcal threat to the East German 

leadership. On the surface at least, the major Issues raised by this group 

run parallel to questions posed by the Green and Alternatfve Parties In the 

West regarding the status of Germany In the dfsarmanent process. lmpl left In 

the criticisms and del fberatfons advanced by these dissidents Is a 

recogn f ti on that It may be ti me to reopen the Pandora's box of German 

natl ona I f sm. 

111. NEUTRO-NATIONAL ISM "MADE IN GERMANY" 

For the two German states, the specfal pol ftfcal sfgnff fcance of the 

peace movements must be ascribed to the security df lemma presented by their 

respect Ive geostrateg f c I ocatf ons. The · secur I ty pol f cf es of both countrf es 

are strictly del fmfted by their mutual dependence on another major power. 

This dependence has become a crltfcal element In the self-Image of these 

states and has sfgnfflcantly Influenced their definitions of power wrth 

respect to foreign pol fey. 

Artfcle 5 of the 1972 Basic Treaty commits the FRG and GDR to a search 

for measures to bring about arms reductions In Europe and a mutual support 

of efforts to place the remainder under effective fnternatfonal control. Yet 
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neither side has seen flt to exploit opportunities made possible by a 

general Improvement In German-German rel atl ons for the purpose of 

establishing "conf ldence-bulldlng" measures. Instead, "many West German 

pol Icy makers ••• have gladly used International compl !cations surrounding 

the German question as a way of reducing their responslbll lty for 

(Irrational) relations with the other German state," according to former FRG 

representative to the GDR, Gunter Gaus.20 The converse no doubt holds true 

for the East German leadership. 

But the more strained the relationship between the United States and 

the Soviet Union becomes, the greater the Incl !nation among some disarmament 

proponents to move the question of Inter-German relations to the center 
I 

stage. It would be overstating the case to argue for al I demonstrators that 

"In light of world political developments over the last two years, the 

German quest I on has permeated our conscl ousness as the key to European 

peace. 1121 A un I q ue meet Ing of the m Inds In East Ber I In dur Ing December of 

1981, on the one-hand, and a bevy of media reports on neutro-natlonal Ism, 

national-neutral Ism, crypto-natlonal Ism and "German patriotism, 11 on the 

other, Indicate a significant degree of Interest In the topic on both sides 

of the border nonetheless. 

Sane 100 writers, artists and scholars fran East and West attended an 

officially sanctioned conference at the "Hotel Stadt Berl In" on December 

13-14, 1981, at the same time Schmidt and Honecker were engaged In a summit 

meeting at Wehrbel I In (both disrupted by the Imposition of martial law In 

Poland). For East Germans the meeting was particularly significant In that 

It provided an official forum for known critics of the regime, In contrast 

to the heavy-handed expulsion tactics used against Intellectual dissidents 

In the 1970' s. For the West Germans It was an opportun I ty to hear Eastern 
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Intellectuals address the peace question In their o«n terms, devoid of the 

Ideological defensiveness characteristic of other gatherlngs.22 

The December Berliner Begegnung does not represent the first call for 

an Intensified German-German dialogue to have gro«n out of the peace 

movement. Nor, fittingly, has It been the first appeal to come from Berl In. 

What Is more surprising, however, Is the fact that the subject of German 

natlonal Ism Is generating a lot of positive Interest among the pol ltlcal 

.wrl.t. One wou Id expect to hear pr al se for "German patr I otl sm" com Ing from 

Otto von Bismarck, but not from Heinrich Bol I.23 In fact, West-Berl In's 

Alternative List Party has devoted time and platform space to the 

Deutschlandfrage ever since Its 1981 electoral campaign. 

The reun If I cat I on they have In m Ind, ho«ever, "wou Id not resemb I e the 

central lzed Prussian-national state of Bismarck ••• It would be neither a 

camouflaged FRG nor an overextended GDR. 1124 The object Is to substitute a 

new HeJmat-Gefuh I for a th I rty year old "hostage conscl ousness". The system 

parties find this proposal to "open old wounds" very unsettl Ing. 

The "Ber I In Appea I , 11 ment I oned ear I I er as a top I c f Ind I ng resona nee 

among youth at the Dresden Forum, Is eq ua 11 y d I sconcertl ng to East German 

authorities, who have never been partial to the Idea of reunification. The 

petition which was signed by 2,000 GDR citizens In less than three months In 

1982 not only cal Is for a peace treaty and withdrawal of foreign troops, 

greater freedom of polltlcal expression, as well as an end to military 

parades and civil defense exercises. It moreover pleads for direct 

negotiations between the two Germanles regarding the creation of their o«n 

nuclear free zone. 

The appeal to German-German survival Instincts lmpl left In this 

document Is uni lkely to provoke a positive response from the superpowers. 
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But It does emphasize that no state has a monopoly on the desire for peace. 

At this point, German reualflcatlon Is a highly uni lkely proposition. 

Perhaps the disarmament movement arouses memorl es of the anti-rearmament 

days of the fifties when reunification was a dream kept very much al Ive by 

Adenauer's conservative government. One may wish to discount the 

reunification proposals as 1 lttle more than an exercise l n 

radical-romanticism. The question of German national Identity, however, can 

not be so quickly dismissed. 

I would I Ike to suggest that the German states are only now confronting 

~ " the ful 1-fledged pol ltlcal effects connected with the missing generation 

phenomenon. Demographic polarization in the FRG and the GDR has been a major 

factor In youth's strong attraction to the peace movement In both systems. 

First of all, a majority of the peace activists are too young to have 

experienced fascism directly; they are tired of the national guilt complex 

Imposed on them for atrocities they never committed. They have witnessed a 

different kind of destruction of the environment In their own I lfetlme, 

however, whose costs they sh al I al so have to pay: Hence, the connection 

between the anti-nuclear energy and anti-armaments movements. 

Second, a German baby-boom delayed by the Imperatives of 

reconstruction has reached employable age, just as worsening economic 

conditions dictate dramatic cutbacks In educational and career 

opportunities, construction of housing and recreational facll !ties, and 

other serv Ices Important to youth -- In the East as wel I as In the West. 

Arms expenditures have become a significant source of resentment towards the 

system and towards the superpowers who stand behind them. 

Finally, for many of the 1980's protesters a world divided into 

Ideological spheres of influence Is an historical given, and not a 
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particularly useful one at that. They have on occasion sought to channel 

their demands through the establ !shed Institutions, for which they have been 

rebuffed, vilified, black-listed CBerufsyerbot) and even Imprisoned. 

Anti-nuclear protesters have attempted to add Important Items to the 

pol ltlcal agenda. They have found greater personal satisfaction and a sense 

of community In grass-roots Involvement. Neither governments In the West nor 

East have I lved up to thel r respective promises to "dare more democracy" and 

to prov I de for "each accord Ing to h Is or her need. 11 

For these reasons, the peace movements In the Federal Republ le and the 

German Democratic Republ le have become an Important vehicle for pol ltlcal 

expression. Their significance will not be measurable In terms of how many 

Pershing 11 and cruise miss! les are actually deployed at the end of 1983. 

The hundreds of thousand, If not mil I Ions, of people mobll lzed In opposition 

to further mil ltary build-ups are uni lkely to settle for a peace defined as 

"no war." 

On the other hand, the concept of reunification would appear to pose ·a 

greater threat to GDR I eaders than to the Bonn government, to the extent 

that the East has yet to overcome much of Its Inferiority complex vis-a-vis 

the West. The mechanisms upon which the SED has long rel led for the purpose 

of repressing pol ltlcal dissent have contributed significantly to a lack of 

Innovation and spontaneity and have fostered a kind of national schizophrenia 

regarding the regime's accompl lshments. 

In principle, the Social 1st Unity Party could go a long way In 

pranotlng Its own legitimacy by continuing to recognize the Evangel teal 

Church as a conduit for restricted, albeit responsible opposition to the 

regime. With respect to al lenated youth, the best pol Icy would be one 

focusing on concll latlon rather than control. The decision to expel 



-22-

dissident Intellectuals after 1975 has proved effective In diffusing 

opposition In the short run, but In the long run It could constitute a 

slow-motion version of the pre-1961 "brain drain." 

As recently expel led East German writer Thomas Brasch reflected at the 

December, 1981 gathering of Intellectuals: "The 'peace' I have I lved through 

for the last twenty years was a horrendous exper i ence, devoid of 

productivity and creatlvlty. 1125 Of course, the alternative could be much 

worse, If German peace activists fall to convince the superpowers of the 

need to turn nuclear swords Into plowshares. For the GDR, the pol ltlcal 

alternative may well lie In learning to make peace without weapons -- In 

relation to Its own citizens. 
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