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that the examples are based on a particular underlying structure of values,
and that individuals in other cultures with the same processes of rational
calculation would act differently. Critics of formal analysis in general
will find the same economistic, quantitative bias underlying this work

that they may object to in other mathematical work: the assumption that

"if the phenomena is meaningful I can give it a number (i.e,, describe

it with a quantitative measure), if I can give it a number it (the number)
must be meaningful.," Lave and March have less of this fault than many
other authors, yet people who are antagonistic to the use of formal models
in anthropology will not be swayed by the presentation in the book, It is
like a beautiful tool, for example, a powerful radial arm saw, Users of
the tool can learn general principles of workmanship that will serve them
in many other different crafts. If you have woodworking to do, this machine
will help you do wonderful work. But if you only like to make pottery

and despise woodworking its beauties will be lost to you,
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NOTES

1. I am indebted to Michael Burton for discussions about this book,
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