
University of Dayton Review University of Dayton Review 

Volume 9 
Number 2 Fall Article 10 

1972 

Things, Perceptual Objectivity, and Manipulation: Some Things, Perceptual Objectivity, and Manipulation: Some 

Experimental Findings Experimental Findings 

Paul Tibbetts 
University of Dayton 

Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/udr 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Tibbetts, Paul (1972) "Things, Perceptual Objectivity, and Manipulation: Some Experimental Findings," 
University of Dayton Review: Vol. 9: No. 2, Article 10. 
Available at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/udr/vol9/iss2/10 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by eCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion in 
University of Dayton Review by an authorized editor of eCommons. For more information, please contact 
mschlangen1@udayton.edu, ecommons@udayton.edu. 

https://ecommons.udayton.edu/udr
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/udr/vol9
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/udr/vol9/iss2
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/udr/vol9/iss2/10
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/udr?utm_source=ecommons.udayton.edu%2Fudr%2Fvol9%2Fiss2%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/udr/vol9/iss2/10?utm_source=ecommons.udayton.edu%2Fudr%2Fvol9%2Fiss2%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:mschlangen1@udayton.edu,%20ecommons@udayton.edu


Things, Perceptual Objectivity, and Manipulation: 
Some Experimental Findings * 

Paul Tibbetts 

Mead's theory of the act was central to his entire philosophical endeavor; a 
thorough grasp of the concepts of the act and action is therefore a prerequisite 
to understanding the thought of this leading pragmatist. In the first half of this 
paper, Mead's theory of the act is analyzed in terms of its interlocking stages, 
with emphasis given to the perceptual, manipulatory, and consummatory levels 
within the act. The extent to which these levels condition and limit one another 
is then detailed. Mead's analysis of perceptual objectivity and physical reality in 
terms of manipulatory activity is then discussed, along with the theory of reality 
which his conception of the act entails . In the second half of the paper, a number 
of experimental studies of human perceptual behavior are then discussed. These 
studies are organized in terms of the importance of the tactual features of objects; 
the effect of movement on visual experience ; and the relation between sensory 
deprivation, immobility, and hallucinatory experience. The extent to which these 
empirical studies confirm Mead's theory as to the role of tactual and manipulatory 
activity in experience is then suggested in some detail. 

University of Dayton 

*This paper will be published by The Personalist under the title "Mead's Theory of the Act and 
Perception: Some Empirical Confirmations" in mid-1973. The editorial policy of The Per
sonalist does not permit duplicate publication. For this reason only an abstract of the paper 
read at the colloquim is included here to indicate the general orientation and direction of the 
paper and its contribution to the relation between meaning and action, the theme of the 
colloquium. A brief bibliography of articles and books on this theme from the pragmatist's 
point of view is also included. 

68 1

Tibbetts: Things, Perceptual Objectivity, and Manipulation: Some Experiment

Published by eCommons, 1972



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

A. Bentley, "Situational vs. Psychological Theories of Behavior" (1939), reprinted in Inquiry 
Into Inquiries, edited by S. Ratner (Boston: Beacon Press, 1954) . 
G. H . Mead, The Philosophy of the Act, edited by C. W. Morris (Chicago: Chicago University 
Press, 1938). 
C. W. Morris, Introductory Remarks to Mead's Philosophy of the Act, op. cit., pp. vii-l xx iii. 
A. Murphy, "Concerning Mead's Philosophy of the Act," Journal of Philosophy, 36 (1939), 
pp.85-103. 
A. J. Reck, "The Constructive Pragmatism of George Herbert Mead," in his Recent American 
Philosophy (New York: Random House, 1962) . 
_____ , editor, G. H . M ead: Selected Writings (Indianapolis : Bobbs-Merrill, 1964) . 
H. S. Thayer, Meaning and Action: A Critical History of Pragmatism (Indianapolis: Bobbs
Merrill, 1968). 
P. Tibbetts, "John Dewey and Contemporary Phenomenology on Experience and the Subject
Object Relation," Philosophy Today, 15 (1971), pp. 250-275. 
_____ , "The Transactional Theory of Human Knowledge and Action : Notes Toward a 
'Behavioral Ecology'," Man-Environment Systems (to appear in mid-1972). 

69 2

University of Dayton Review, Vol. 9 [1972], No. 2, Art. 10

https://ecommons.udayton.edu/udr/vol9/iss2/10


	Things, Perceptual Objectivity, and Manipulation: Some Experimental Findings
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1665430203.pdf.qrhkQ

