James Madison University

JMU Scholarly Commons

Libraries Libraries

2022

Archival Continuum

Mark Lane
James Madison University, lane2mg@jmu.edu

Tiffany Cole
James Madison University, coletw@jmu.edu

Kate N. Morris
James Madison University, morriskn@jmu.edu

Rebecca B. French
James Madison University, frenchrb@jmu.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://commons.lib.jmu.edu/letfspubs

6‘ Part of the Library and Information Science Commons

Recommended Citation

Lane, Mark; Cole, Tiffany; Morris, Kate N.; and French, Rebecca B., "Archival Continuum" (2022). Libraries.
215.

https://commons.lib.jmu.edu/letfspubs/215

This Presentation is brought to you for free and open access by the Libraries at JMU Scholarly Commons. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Libraries by an authorized administrator of JMU Scholarly Commons. For more
information, please contact dc_admin@jmu.edu.


https://commons.lib.jmu.edu/
https://commons.lib.jmu.edu/letfspubs
https://commons.lib.jmu.edu/let
https://commons.lib.jmu.edu/letfspubs?utm_source=commons.lib.jmu.edu%2Fletfspubs%2F215&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1018?utm_source=commons.lib.jmu.edu%2Fletfspubs%2F215&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://commons.lib.jmu.edu/letfspubs/215?utm_source=commons.lib.jmu.edu%2Fletfspubs%2F215&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:dc_admin@jmu.edu

ARCHIVAL
CONTINUUM

February 14, 2022

JMU Libraries & Furious Flower
Discussion & Knowledge Sharing

https://tinyurl.com/2p97t2vb




Presenters

Y

3

&

3

Kate Morris Tiffany Cole Bodeene Amyot Mark Lane Rebecca French
. . . - . Head of Metadata
Head of Special Special Collections Digital & AV Acting Head of Analvsis &
Collections Archivist Archivist Digital Collections 4 _
Operations

DIGITAL METADATA
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS COLLECTIONS STRATEGIES




Archival

Continuum APPRAISAL
OUTREACH & ]
ADVOCACY
= ACQUISITIONS &
ACCESSIONING
ACCESS &
REFERENCE
~ ARRANGEMENT
PRESERVATION & L

SECURITY
' DESCRIPTION




context

the organizational, functional, and operational

circumstances surrounding materials' creation,
receipt, storage, or use, and its relationship to

other materials.

SAA Dictionary



https://dictionary.archivists.org/entry/context.html

Archives Management

archives management
(also archives administration ) n.
1.The general oversight of a program to appraise, acquire,
arrange and describe, preserve, authenticate, and provide
access to permanently valuable records.
— SAA Dictionary
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i Description Securit
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https://dictionary.archivists.org/entry/archives-management.html

Appraisal

appraisal

n.

1.In an archival context,appraisalis the process ofdetermining
whetherrecords and other materials have permanent (archival)
value.

The basis ofappraisaldecisions mayinclude a number of
factors,including the records’provenance and content,their
authenticity and reliability,their order and com pleteness,their
condition and costs to preserve them ,and their intrinsic value.

— SAA Dictionary
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https://dictionary.archivists.org/entry/appraisal.html

Acquisitions & Accessioning

acquisition to accession
n. V.
1.m aterials physically and officially transferred to a repository 1.to take intellectualand physicalcustody of m aterials, often
asaunitatasingle time underlegalor policy authority
— SAA Dictionary — SAA Dictionary

Preservation &
, Acquisitions & . ) Access & Outreach &
Appraisal L Arrangement Description Security
Accessioning
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https://dictionary.archivists.org/entry/acquisition.html
https://dictionary.archivists.org/entry/accession.html

Arrangement

arrangement

n.

1.the process oforganizing m aterials with respect to their
provenance and originalorder,to protect their context and to
achieve physicalorintellectualcontrolover the m aterials

2. the organization and sequence ofitem s within a collection

— SAA Dictionary
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Acquisitions & Access & Outreach &

i Description Securit
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https://dictionary.archivists.org/entry/arrangement.html

Description

description
n.

1.a set ofdata crafted to identify and represent an archival
resource orcomponent thereof

— SAA Dictionary
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https://dictionary.archivists.org/entry/description.html

Principles of
Archival Description

1. Archival description expresses professional ethics and values.

2. Users are the fundamental reason for archival description.

3. Because archival description privileges intellectual content in context, descriptive
rules apply equally to all records, regardless of format or carrier type.

4. Records, agents, activities, and the relationships between them are the four
fundamental concepts that constitute archival description.

5. Archival description must be clear about what archivists know, what they don’t

know, and how they know it.

. Archivists must document and make discoverable the actions they take on records.

6

7. Archival description is  accessible .

8. Archival description should be easy to use, re -use, and share.

9. Each collection within a repository must have an archival description.

10Archivists must have a user  -driven reason to enhance existing archival description.

11Archival description is a continuous intellectual endeavor.

DACS Statement of Principles

ESCRIBING

ARCHIVES

A Content Standard
DACS 2019.0.3

P

SOCIETY OF
American
Archivists



https://saa-ts-dacs.github.io/dacs/04_statement_of_principles.html
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Description

description
n.

1.a set ofdata crafted to identify and represent an archival
resource orcomponent thereof

— SAA Dictionary
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https://dictionary.archivists.org/entry/description.html

Preservation

preservation
n.
1.protecting materials by minim izing chem icaland physical
deterioration and damage to minim ize the loss of
information and to extend the life ofcultural property

— SAA Dictionary

Preservation
Acquisitions & Access & Outreach &

i Description & Securit
Appraisal Accessioning Arrangement p y Reference Advocacy


https://dictionary.archivists.org/entry/preservation.html

Access & Reference

access reference
n. n.
1.ability to locate relevant inform ation through the use of 1.service to aid patrons in locating m aterials relevant to their
catalogs,indexes, finding aids,or other tools interests
— SAA Dictionary — SAA Dictionary

Preservation &
i Acquisitions & A Description Securit Access & Outreach &
Appraisal Accessioning rrangement Y Reference Advocacy


https://dictionary.archivists.org/entry/access.html
https://dictionary.archivists.org/entry/reference.html

Outreach & Advocacy

outreach
n.
outreach activities may include exhibits,workshops,
publications,and educational programs.
— SAA Dictionary
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Appraisal
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https://dictionary.archivists.org/entry/preservation.html
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Meta -Observations

“Workflows” are things that evolve over time

There are many granular workflows

This will become complicated. Sorry!!

This work is often done in Communities of Practice -
What does that look like in Libraries & Archives?
What does that look like in poetry communities?
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