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Hello, everyone! I’m Robert Ellison, Associate Professor of English and Director of the Center for Sermon Studies at Marshall University. I’m pleased to be here with Thomas Hilton, the Evening/Weekend Supervisor at East Tennessee State University's Sherrod Library, to talk about the sermons of the Appalachian Preaching Mission.Let me start by saying a few words about how Thomas and I found each other, and how this collaboration got started. Around April 2021, as I recall, I did a Google search on Appalachian preaching or Appalachian sermons. The Preaching Mission came up, and I sent an email to archives@etsu.edu to learn more about it and see if I could incorporate it into a larger project I’m working on.
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The message made its way to Jeremy Smith, director of the Archives of Appalachia at ETSU. We had a Zoom talk in May, where he gave me the green light to proceed.Jeremy also passed my info along to Thomas, who contacted me in July. When the Call for Participation for this year’s conference came out, I asked Thomas if he’d like to collaborate on a presentation. He accepted, the funding came through, and here we are!I’ll say more about how the Preaching Mission fits into my work in a moment. First, here’s Thomas with an overview of what he’s done at ETSU.



ABOUT THE
APPALACHIAN PREACHING MISSION

• Annual event in Northeast Tennessee 
from 1955 to 1986

• Organized by various Protestant 
churches in the region

• Brought in nationally-known 
preachers, many from outside of the 
local area

Image from the Appalachian Preaching Mission Records

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hello everyone! I’m honored to be here today with Robert. First, I would like to give a brief overview of the Appalachian Preaching Mission and the collection itself. The Appalachian Preaching Mission was an annual event that took place from 1955 to 1986 in the Tri-Cities region in Northeast Tennessee. This event was organized by a number of Protestant churches in the region of various denominations. This event brought nationally-known preachers to the local area; Robert will elaborate on the preachers and their sermons in a few minutes.



ABOUT THE COLLECTION

• The Appalachian Preaching Mission Records were donated 
to the Archives of Appalachia at ETSU by the First 
Presbyterian Church in Johnson City, TN

• Preaching Mission held at First Presbyterian in final years

• Initially processed in 1985 by “B. Culp” (student worker?)

• Most materials are from the Johnson City Mission

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Appalachian Preaching Mission Records were donated to the Archives of Appalachia at ETSU by the First Presbyterian Church in Johnson City, Tennessee. Ferguson Wood, former pastor of First Presbyterian Church, was head of the Preaching Mission for a number of years, and the Preaching Mission was held at First Presbyterian during its later years, so their possession of the preaching mission records makes sense. Most materials are from the Johnson City Mission. These records were initially processed in 1985 by “B. Culp,” who I presume was a student worker. Nevertheless, they did an excellent job processing this very large physical collection.



Retrieved from https://archives.etsu.edu/repositories/2/resources/192
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Presentation Notes
This is a screenshot of part of the finding aid for the collection. This collection contains 7 boxes (or 3.5 linear feet) of paper materials, including brochures, correspondence with speakers, and financial documents. Most notably are the 332 audio recordings in the collection. These recordings primarily consist of sermons preached during the mission, although some music, announcements, and prayer are also included. Most of the tapes were recorded in Johnson City.



DIGITIZING THE COLLECTION

• Physical collection had limited access
• 1958 to 1973 audio: reel-to-reel tapes
• 1974 to 1977 audio: cassette tapes
• As of 2016, there was no user copies in the collection 

(indicates little to no use)
• I decided to create a website containing select 

sermons & other related materials
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Although the audio tapes in this collection contain sermons by notable speakers that are important to Appalachian history, they were rarely accessed. Most of the audio is only on reel-to-reel tapes; how many of you have played a reel-to-reel tape lately? Newer sermons are on cassette tapes, which are also becoming obsolete. Although the archive would have created user copies if materials in this collection were in high demand, this was never done, indicating little use of the collection. So for my final project, I decided to digitize these sermons to make them more accessible.



www.appalachianpreachingmission.org
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This is a screenshot of the website that I created through Google Sites in 2017. It contains some information about the mission and collection, a selection of materials from the collection, and a support paper.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Included is a selection of print materials from the collection in PDF format; these are arranged by document type, then year. You can see here a sampling of some documents in the collection.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most notably, there are 21 digitized audio sermons on the website as embedded YouTube videos. A few pieces of music were edited out due to copyright concerns. Below the video is a brief description along with relevant print documents, such as that year’s brochure and related correspondence. This is to give users the feeling that they are part of the Preaching Mission!



Channel URL: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpegg3TU8PnKghh8Q6J54CQ
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Users can also watch videos directly on YouTube, where they can like, comment, and share. This is the most viewed video on the channel; most videos have far less views than this. But the channel has 73 subscribers, and is steadily growing!



The entire collection of 
tapes: 332 total; over 
90% not yet digitized!

Retrieved from 
https://archives.etsu.edu/repositories/2/resources/192
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As noted earlier, there are many more tapes in the collection that have not yet been digitized. Here is a listing of all tapes in the collection: the highlighted tapes have been digitized, all others have not.

https://archives.etsu.edu/repositories/2/resources/192


The entire collection of 
tapes: 332 total; over 
90% not yet digitized!

Retrieved from 
https://archives.etsu.edu/repositories/2/resources/192

(Damaged)

(Damaged)

(1 night)

https://archives.etsu.edu/repositories/2/resources/192


The entire collection of 
tapes: 332 total; over 
90% not yet digitized!

Retrieved from 
https://archives.etsu.edu/repositories/2/resources/192

https://archives.etsu.edu/repositories/2/resources/192


The entire collection of 
tapes: 332 total; over 
90% not yet digitized!

Retrieved from 
https://archives.etsu.edu/repositories/2/resources/192

https://archives.etsu.edu/repositories/2/resources/192


The entire collection of 
tapes: 332 total; over 
90% not yet digitized!

Retrieved from 
https://archives.etsu.edu/repositories/2/resources/192*1971?

(Copyright concerns)

(Copyright concerns)

(1 sermon)

https://archives.etsu.edu/repositories/2/resources/192


Retrieved from 
https://archives.etsu.edu/repositories/2/resources/192

• This does not include the 7 boxes (3.5 linear feet) of paper 
material, most of which has not been digitized

• Correspondence
• Photographs
• Schedules
• Promotional Materials
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Presentation Notes
You can see how many sermons still need to be digitized. And of course, this does not even include the 7 boxes of print material, most of which has not been digitized!

https://archives.etsu.edu/repositories/2/resources/192


FUTURE PLANS FOR DIGITIZATION

• This collection will eventually be further digitized, but 
not until at least 2023

• A link to new content will be provided on the website 
and YouTube channel

• In the meantime, to 
www.appalachianpreachingmission.org and enjoy a 
sermon!
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Presentation Notes
The Archives of Appalachia does have plans of digitizing more materials in this collection at some point. Due to a large backlog of materials, this collection is not expected to be digitized until at least 2023. I will put a link on the website and YouTube channel to new content as soon as it’s available. It the meantime, go to the Appalachian Preaching Mission website and enjoy a sermon! And now to Robert Ellison on an overview of the sermons and preachers.

http://www.appalachianpreachingmission.org/


THE PREACHERS
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Thanks so much, Thomas! So here are the 20 preachers represented in the online collection. James Grubbs has 2 sermons, both preached in 1977, for a total of 21 recordings.There are some notable names on this list:



THE PREACHERS
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George Docherty was instrumental in having the phrase “under God” added to the Pledge of Allegiance



THE PREACHERS
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Harold Ockenga helped to found the National Association of Evangelicals and Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, California



THE PREACHERS
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And there are 3 “firsts” for Black men:James Forbes was the first to pastor Riverside Church in New York City



THE PREACHERS
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Kelly Smith was the first to join the faculty of Vanderbilt University Divinity School



THE PREACHERS
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Leon Sullivan was the first to sit on the board of a major company (GM in 1971)



THE PREACHERS
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There is also one layperson: Stephen Shadegg, who spent most of his adult life in Arizona, was a pharmaceutical manufacturer, Republican Party operative, and lay minister in the Episcopal Church.



GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION

Credit: freepnglogos.com
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On this map, the star represents Johnson City, and the dots indicate where the preachers were based at the time they participated in the Mission. Three were natives of Appalachia:Earl Hunt was born in Johnson City and earned his bachelor’s degree at ETSUSullivan was born in Charleston, WV and went to WVSU. Leon Sullivan Way in Charleston is named in his honor.Myron Taylor was born in Goodwill,  WV & taught at the Emmanuel School of Religion in Johnson City



GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION

Credit: freepnglogos.com
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Others were born elsewhere but taught or pastored in the region:Docherty taught for a year at Juniata College in Huntingdon, PennsylvaniaJames Grubbs was the chairperson of the APMJohn Haggai pastored Woodland Park Baptist Church in Chattanooga, TennesseeJoseph Rice pastored Beverly Hills Presbyterian Church in Huntington, West VirginiaErnest Campbell, Louis Evans, and Ockenga all served churches in Appalachian PennsylvaniaThat’s 10 of the 20 preachers; for the remaining 10, their visits to Johnson City may have been the only time they spent in Appalachia. 



DENOMINATIONS REPRESENTED
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Presentation Notes
All 20 preachers were Protestant. This chart indicates the 8 denominations they represented.



SCRIPTURE TEXTS
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Here are the books of the Bible on which they based their sermons. The numbers add up to only 18 because 3 of the preachers did not explicitly identify a text.I didn’t list the gospels and epistles individually because I didn’t want there to be too many pieces of the pie! The breakdown of the yellow and red slices areGospels:3 from Matthew1 from Mark2 from LukeEpistles: 3 from 1 and 2 Corinthians1 each from Romans, Ephesians, 1 Timothy, and Hebrews



SERMON TOPICS
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And here are the topics they discussed, again combined into broad categories:“Christian life” encompasses everything from conversion to discipleship to eternal life“Trinity” covers the attributes of God the Father, the divinity of Christ, and the work of the Holy Spirit“Christian character” includes such topics as happiness, holiness, and obedienceThe “other topics” are Christianity and culture, preaching and lay ministry, and a “summary of the law”



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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All of this information, and more, can be found in the Library of Appalachian Preaching, a project I’m working on at Marshall. Its home page says it “offers online access to sermons and other addresses delivered within Appalachia, or elsewhere by preachers with ties to the Appalachian region.” The sermons of the APM definitely qualify, along with over 2000 other pieces by approximately 150 preachers.



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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The APM has its own page in the Library. The bottom link goes to the site Thomas created; the first one is to a User Guide…



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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A Google sheet that has information about each of the 21 sermons. Information includesThe preacher’s faith tradition and the Appalachian state(s) in which they servedEach sermon’s title, scripture text, and subject. I used broad categories in the pie charts I showed earlier; the User Guide has the exact text and a specific Library of Congress subject headingThe date and place the sermon was preached, if known.The cells in blue contain links to the preacher’s page and the sermon itself. In this case, the links go to the recordings Thomas posted; for other sermons in the Library, they go to the Internet Archive or PDFs that others at Marshall and I created ourselves.



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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Each of the 20 preachers also has a page, with his own User Guide and a link to the audio recording of the sermon. As the librarians at ETSU put more sermons online, they will be added to the Library as well.



THE SERMONS OF
THE APPALACHIAN PREACHING MISSION,
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And that’s a quick survey of the work Thomas and I have done. We’ll be happy to take your questions!
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