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● Political affiliation (M = 5.45; SD = 2.80) and conspiracy theories (M = 
47.00; SD = 13.68) showed a small and weak correlation

● There was no significant relationship between political affiliation and 
conspiracy theories, r(32) = -0.016, p = 0.928.

Does affiliation with extreme political parties lead to a higher likelihood of 
belief in conspiracy theories?

H: Individuals with more extreme political affiliations, would consequently 
have a higher susceptibility to conspiracy mindset, suggesting a strong and 
positive correlation. 

● Our results show that there is no connection between someone’s 
political party extremism and their susceptibility to conspiracy beliefs

● Previous research suggested a connection between extremism and 
belief in conspiracies inconsistent with this study’s findings (Prooijen 
et al, 2015)

● Limitations include number of participants, the research pool, political 
affiliation measurement, and no possible causation.

● Future research directions:
○ Higher conspiracy belief related to violent and irrational thoughts 

in society
○ Personality as a factor of political affiliation and conspiracy 

ideology

● Political affiliation in the United States has become a way of defining 
who someone is and what they believe in (Dagnall et. al, 2015)

● Political extremists have been found to be more confident in their 
beliefs and less tolerant of opposing views which can be problematic in 
society as they express their beliefs (Van Prooijen et al, 2019)

● Research on conspiracy theories indicates that belief in one conspiracy 
theory increases the likelihood to believe in another (Van Prooijen & 
Jostmann, 2013)

● Research has shown that those who identify as extremists have a 
distrust towards those with different views. This lack of control 
suggests that belief in conspiracy theories is associated with political 
extremism (Prooijen et al, 2015)

● Most research has covered specific conspiracy theories about various 
politically charged events

● This focus of this study is the connection between political extremism 
and conspiracy theory beliefs

Participants
●  Sixty-four Longwood University Psychology students (34 females, 30 

men) between the ages of 18  and 23 (M age = 20, SD = 1.56) 
● Participants were recruited via Longwood University’s Psychology 

department on SONA systems 
Procedure
● Participants took a thirty minute online survey with ten questions from 

the ICMQ, 15 from the GCB scale, and five demographic questions
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Measures

Political Affiliation
●  Ten question Ideological Consistency Measure Questionnaire (ICMQ); 

10 (Consistently Extremist) to 0 (Fully Moderate)

Conspiracy Theories
●  Fifteen Question Generic Conspiracist Belief (GCB) scale; 1 (Strongly 

Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree); scores were combined: 5-15 (No 
Conspiracy Mindset) to 60-75 (Strongest Conspiracy Mindset)
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