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von Ranke and von Ranke: Selections

Selections®

FROM LEOPOLD VON RANKE
AND
CLARA GRAVES VON RANKE’S
PERSONAL AND FAMILY PAPERS
AT
SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY

%

--.. ’ h

EX LIBRIS DR.LEOPOLDI ot RANKE.

DR.JoANNES M .REID ET CaroLINA S.ReD
DONAVERUNT.

Syracuse University bookplate for the von Ranke collection, with the coat-of-arms and motto created for him in 1865
when he was granted the title of nobility by King Wilhelm I of Prussia.
John and Caroline Reid are credited as donors.
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Articles of agreement for marriage between Leopold Ranke and Helena Clarissa Graves, 24 October 1843. She was
35 years of age (described in the document as “spinster oldest daughter”) and he was nearly 48.
bad
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Letter from Clara Graves Ranke to ber brother Jobn Graves, 1 March 1865:

the first March.

My dearest John!

I should long ago have thanked you for your last affectionate letter, had I had anything particular to tell you, or had
I been able to use my own hand. I now write principally to say, that my dear Fred [her second son] is about making
his Abiturienten examen. He has finished all his writing-exercises for which he and his compeers weve shut in for
five hours every day last week in the Aula of the Gymnasium without books, dictionarys or any help whatsoever. So
Sar I believe he has got on very well, on Friday next his oral examination will take place, then he will get his certificate
to go to any profession. Poor little fellow, I think the best boy in the world, has been indefatigably diligent and looks
pale as a ghost and nearly as thin. His body has never had time to develope itself properly, he has never had time
to strenggthen it by manly exercises, and with the spirit of a hero he is small and weak for his age, although quite
healthy, at least he has never been sick. What I would give, that bis father would now allow him a six months rest
before he went to the university! I think that would be of benefit to him for his whole life, what is your opinion about
this? English people think move than the Germans of the education of the body, in your next letter write me something
to this effect, that I may show Ranke and give me your advise about your little Godson. Fred is very clever, his profession
for lifé is soon to be decided, he would like to go to the Bar or to be an histovian, only that be will then have to be
long dependent on his father, thevefore I think it is most likely, he will choose to be a soldier and though very brave
I think it a pity such fine abilities should be lost. His face is to me very intevesting it puts me in mind of my father,
of Charles when he was a boy, of the old Dean and his son Richard Graves. Otto [ber older son] goes on very well,
he is quite diffevent from Fred, a quiet, good young man with strong judgement, but be has no shining qualities
nor is he very studious, he is childlike in his faith, strong in his political views and content with his own opinions.
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Fred, on the contrary, is & man to struggle with himself, and to fight inwardly for every opinion he will hold.
Maxa’s marriage is fixed for the commencement of January next, I wish you could come to it. You will be glad
1o hear, that my husband is able to give her a fine fortune of twenty five thousand thalers, besides her outfit, which
is @ very considerable thing. It comprises all the necessary furniture for her dwelling from the kitchen to the garret,
all the houselinens for her life and her own troussean, silver and ornaments. As for myself I get on tolerably without
the use of hand and foot and thowgh the weather has been very severe, 1 get carvied out into the air sometimes. Leopold
has been quite well and has been to a great number of balls and entertainments at the Court and the ministers and
Ambassadors. Of course it is no pleasure to him to go, but he has the opportunity thus of speaking with Statesmen
and other great men, that he only meets at such places. This is a very selfish letter, but when you write tell me as
much of yourself and Emilia as I have done of me and mine, and you will give me the greatest pleasure, that is if
you can give me good news, and tell me that you are well and happy and enjoy your beautiful house. A Miss Nixon
was here a sister of the Grifin Silen and she told me, she never passed your house without admiring it. If she should
call upon Emilia, I hope she may be well received. I think she would suit Emilia very well, she has stricte religious
views and is very Lady like. With all our love to you and Emilia believe me your very affectionate sister— Clara Ranke.
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Portrait of Leopold von Ranke (1883) by H. G. Hervmann, after ]. Schrader’s oviginal (done in the 1870s).
This copy was commissioned for Ranke himself and shows the medallion he received
when he was inducted into the General Order Pour le Mérite (p. 67).
The painting is part of the Ranke collection and is displayed in the
George Arents Research Library.
¥
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Letter of induction from Kiniglich General Ordens Pour le Mérite Kommission to Leopold Ranke, 23 April 1875.
It is awarded by the government and remains today an honor bestowed
upon a very select number of scholars.
¥
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Extract from Madame von Ranke’s letter giving an account of the Jubilee at Berlin on the 20 February
1867 being the 50th anniversary of ber busband’s connection with the University there.
———“My Husband’s Jubileum was such a glorious day of love & triumph—1I must try <& give you an account of
it, for you English people have no idea of the honour that Prussians, & Germans generally, pay to their distinguished
men when they veach their 25th or soth Jubilewm. On the 20th we were all up early, & at 8 olock received my
brother-in-law Ferdinand Ranke (the Director of the College) & some schools, with 16 of their best singing scholars,
who sang a chorale, the 23 Psalm & the Te Dewm—and then my brother-in-law made a touching speech of thanks
& praise to Leopold, in the name of all the family, & of all the schools—Then we breakfasted, that is, only Coffee
& Cake, were distributed. Then the Minister Mahler came from the King bringing him the Star of the Red Eagle
order. The King of Bavaria also sent him a Star. The Queen Mother of Bavaria sent her congratulations in a tele-
sraphic dispatch. Letters innumevable avvived from all parts of Europe, friends, & relations. Every half hour tele-
grams arvived from almost all the German Universities. Diplomas and addresses came tumbling in! At 1t oclock the
University of Berlin, represented by the Rector & principal Professors, visited us—the Rector arrayed in his gold chains
& medal made a splendid speech, which Leopold veplied to. Then the Royal Academy sent a deputation. Drs. Pertz
& Haupt read the address—Then scholars began to arvive from all parts of Europe—from Jena, Gottingen, Halle,
Bonn—from Switzerland—Zurich, Basle, from Vienna, & many from Servia. Professor Kopke spoke in the name of
the Scholars, with affection & gratitude calling Leopold “Lovd and Master’ [7] at a later hour Leopold, his sons,
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son-in-law, and brother were entertained at a great public dinner wheve people of the most opposite opinions sat beside
each in love & concord. The Queen herself wrote to Ranke to congratulate—The Queen Dowager invited him the
preceding evening to offer her congratulations. Prince Carl sent beautiful flowers. Prince Albrecht paid me a long
visit, Ranke not being at home. On the 22d I gave a party to all these Professors & Scholars, about 200 people. It
went off famously. Prince George, Lovd Augustus Loftus, the Marquis of Lorn, the Minister von Itzenplitz & many
other distinguished persons, & fashionable & beautifil women, were present. Our vooms looked very well— Leapold’s
new room arranged with busts, was much admired. His presents of books were laid out, & a picture by Hiitbner of
Clio—&r all his new diplomas. I was very much tived, as you may imagine, sitting up in state so long but I have
quite recovered. Leopold, tho’ very happy, took things so quietly that he did not feel at all the worse, rather the better
for so much pleasant excitement. He got no letter of congratulation from England—but it is not English fashion to
regard such jubilees— An excellent likeness of Ranke, was made from Dyake’s bust & distributed to all the Scholars
& fitends. The number of poems that were addressed to him was quite surprising, most of them were published, and
his brother Ernest wrote him a very beautiful one which was given to friends. I send you a Latin poem which was
read to him, and which, he says, is beautiful Latin”— — —
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Article from the Manchester Guardian, 25 May 1886, following Ranke’s death.
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