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ii
Three Original Russian Poems
by
Ivan Bunin - Fyodor Tyutchev - Yulia Petrachuk
Set to music for “Winter Wood” Op. 49
by
Emmanuel M. Dubois

1. HUean Bynun — Metenn
Ivan Bunin — The Blizzard

Houbto B 101X, 110 HAaIleBBI METEIH,
JlpeMITroT, Kauasich, 0epE3KHU U €IIH...
Mecs1 MeX TydeK HaJl IT0JIeM CHIST —
brnegnas TeHp HaOeraeT u TaeT...
MHUTCSI MHE HOYBIO: MEX OeIbIX Oepes
bpoaut B TyMaHHOM cHsSHbe MOpO3.

Housbto B 130€e, Mo/ HaneBbl METENH,
Tuxo pa3HOCUTCS CKPUI KOJBIOEIH. ..
Mecsinia cBeT B TEMHOTE cepeOpuTcs —
B MEpanblie cTékIIa 110 JIaBKaM CTPYUTCH.
MHUTCS MHE HOYBIO: MEX CydbeB Oepés
CmoTtput B 6e3MoIBHBIE 3061 MOpO3.

MeprtBoe nosie, fopora crenHas!
Brlora Tebs 3ameTaet HoUHas,
Cost TBOM c€na noj IeCHU METENH,
JpeMiItoT B CHETY OJAIMHOKHUE EJIM...
MHUTCS MHE HOYBIO: HE CTENHU KPYTOM—
bpoaut Mopo3 Ha MOTroCTe IrIyXOoM...
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2. @. Twomues - 3umnunii Jlec

Fyodor Tyutchev - Winter Wood

Yapoeitkoro 3uMoto
OkoJi0BaH, JIEC CTOUT,

N nmox cHexxkHOM 6axpomoro,
Henoasu:xHOIW, HEMOIO,
UynHol )KU3HBIO OH OJICCTHUT.
N cTout 0oH, OKOJIJOBAH,-
He meptBen u He :KUBOM -
CHOM BOJIIIIEOHBIM OYapOBaH,
Bech onytaH, Bech OKOBaH
Jlerkou nensro MmyxXoBOH. ..
CouiHIE 3UMHEE T MELIET
Ha Hero cBoii nyu kocont —
B HeM HUYTO HE 3aTpeneuier,
OH Bech BCHBIXHET U 3a0JICIIET
OcnienuTenbHON KPacowu.

3.  FOnus Ilempauyx - llecusi o0 CHerypoYKH
Yulia Petrachuk — Song of Snow-maiden

Ha nonsHe 6en0ocHeKHOM, OTBO/ISI BETBU PYKOIA,
[IpobGeraeT TeHb CHETYPOUYKH K BECHE-MATEPH TaHKOM.
3aBBIBACT B CTEMU BbIOTA, BCE TIIEMSIHHUILY 30BS,

A OTeIn-Mopo3 KpenvaeT OT 0OH/Ibl Ha TUTS.

Ho xoHell 3uMbI YK OJIM30K, U CHETYPKY HE JIOTHATh,

JloJKeH TOT BEHOK 3aBETHOU €1 TOJIOBKY YBEHYATh.

W cHerypodkuHO cepiie BAPYT JI000BBIO 000XKTET,
30JIOTUCTBIN JTYYUK CBETA PACTBOPUT €€ TEIIoM!

Ho npoxoauT roJ 3a roaromM - BHOBb OHa K BECHC 6C)I(I/IT,
PaCHYCKaH, I10 OoIIymIKaM HOBOM JKHU3HU JICTIECTKH. ..
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Poem translations

Ivan Bunin, “The Blizzard”

Night in the fields, under the song of a snowstorm,
The birch and the spruce slumber and sway...
The month, between the clouds shines over the field --
A pallid shadow blankets and thaws...
The night appears to me: between the white birches
Frost wanders in the splendor of the fog.

Night in the farmhouse, under the song of a snowstorm,
Softly, comfortably, the creaking of the cradle...
The month, a light gleams in the darkness --
And flows through the frozen window glass onto the bench.
The night appears to me: between the boughs of the birch trees
Frost gazes upon the still farmhouse.

The field dead, the road deserted!
The snowstorm sweeps through the night
While the village sleeps.
The solitary fir trees slumber in the snow...
The night appears to me: not completely empty
The frost wanders in the stillness of the graveyard.
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Fyodor Tyutchev, “Winter Wood”

The forest is entranced
by Winter the Magician.
Under velvet snow
it's it's mute, immobile, glistening
wondrously with life,
standing enchanted,
neither dead nor alive,
entranced by a magic dream,
entirely covered, fettered
by light links of snow.
Should winter's sun cast a sudden flare
glancing across its summits,
not a thing will shiver in it.
It will sparkle and flame
and be blindingly fair!

III

Yulia Petrachuk, “Song of Snow-maiden”

On snowy glade, drawing back branches with hand,
Runs Snow Maiden’s shadow to spring-mother secretly.
Howls in the steppe snowstorm, is calling her niece,
And father-frost grows stronger from nursing a grievance at the child.

But the end of the winter so close, and Snow Maiden is
not caught up,
The cherished wreath should crown her small-head.
And suddenly will burn with love Snow-maiden's heart,
The golden ray of light will dissolve her with its warmth.

But it runs year after year - still she runs to the spring,
Blossoming on the edges a new life petals.
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Introduction

My infinite thanks go to Yulia Petrachuk for writing Song of
Snow-maiden for this music composition, for helping in the selection
of the first two poems, and for coaching me every bit of the way so
that I could set to music these beautiful Russian poems expressing the
beauty of the winter.

Russian winters are known for their beauty and severity, and
their celebration in poetry, literature, music and films is legendary.
The beautiful legend of Snow-maiden — Snegurochka - sublimely put
in opera by Rimsky-Korsakov, evokes the renewal of life in springtime
and the end of life in winter without violence, without sense of loss. It
is quite remarkable in comparison with the thirst of violence in so
much of the world literature.

It is this consideration and Yulia’s extraordinary soprano voice
that decided me to write Winter Wood Op. 49, a song cycle for
soprano and harp. Yulia’s late father was a poet, and it is my great
pleasure to dedicate “Winter Wood” Op. 49 to her and to her family.

Emmanuel M Dubois - Oct. 16, 2016






Soprano

To Yulia Petrachuk

Concert Harp and her family Emmanuel M. Dubois
(2016)
Winter Wood, Op. 49
With thanks and gratitude to
1. The Blizzard Yulia Petrachuk, soprano, for the
Poem by Ivan Bunin insertion of the Russian texts and for
her literary contribution, and to
Jacqueline Pollauf, harpist, for her
. comments and revision of the harp part.
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