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Possibly one of the most neglected aspects of
Australian listory has been the role of the Aborigines. It
is only in recent years that any conscious research has
been directed towards £illinr the pap, expecially in re-
lation to the Aborisines' attitudes and reactions to the
impact of white settlment. Too often the accounts of
Australia's early history have focused on the settler,

a@ninistrator and nissionary to the detriment of the other

v/

nain protagonist in the story - the /iborigine. TFoxr over a
hundred years the early attitudes about the s".borig“:‘:_n:»:z/as;
formulated by the lIuropcan intruders have persisted unqueste
ioned and subsequently the role of the Aborigine has been

relegated into the insisnificant bhackground of historye.

It is only of late that the works of pcople like
Elkin, Zerndt and more recently llawlins have attenpted to
analyse some of the Aborigines' reactions to the iuropean
usurpation of their lands. Through the works of these
people and a growing number of others a picture is bheing
developed describing the pattern of Iuropean - Aboriginal
internction.

It was nore by accident than intent that I came to
chose the Hernannsburg ldssion in Austrelia as the subject
of this work. I had opent sonme time translating the early
records and uzccounts of the liermannsburg lission focieties®
activities in Couth Africa and through this ghained an ine-
sight into their particular sinms and ideals, and the results
couth 4Africa.
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Un discovering; that the society had also made a
missionaxry attempt in sustralis I was intrigued by a numdber
of
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quest
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As a result I have set out to try zand discover the answers
to sone of these in this work. 1 was particularly concerned
with how the nissionaries attempted to implement the ideals
snd aims of the society as expounded by its founder Louis
Hermss how they sought to implenent their mlsnionary ains
under conditions and anons people such as they had never
envisaged and which were completely outside any previous
experiences of the Uiscion Uociety; whether their oripinal
idcas had to be and were modified in face of the situation,
which confronted them; what were the results of their efforts
and what was the Aborigrines reaction to their presencs?

Apart from a.tempting to find some answers to thes
cuestions I have sourht to make a linited attenpt at exane
ining the role of the Hermannsburg Mission within the
framework of _uropean - Aboriginal intersction. 'hat part
did the missions play in the pattern of relationships, which

vas established between the Puropesns and the Aborigines?

The missionary efforts of the various denoninations
have been an important feature of Couth Australian history

()]

snd it would be safe to say none hive been nore proninent
in this field than the Lutheran Chruche. The niscionaries
were an important aspsct in the settlement of some of the
frontiers of the Colony and the establisliment of missions
often introduced a new factor into the relationship, which
existed between the white settlers and the Aborisinal in-
habitentse In many cases the presence of the nission pre-

. »

sented the iAborigines with an additional alternztive in
their reactions to the Iuropean intrusion. This aspect
becones especially relevant when considering the impact of
tlie Luropesn economy on the Aborirines' way of life and can
be used as an explanation of how the Aborigines cane to
exploit the missions as one way of combating the pressures
on their traditional existence.

-

Because of the scope of this work I have been unuble
to delve into these various aspects in any great depth
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Each tribe was distinguished by its occupation of a

recognized strotch of country over which they clained
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thts by virtue of some supernatural
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Apart from the geographic factor the tribe was character ised

*e

by sharing a common language, customs and habi ts. The tribal
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concent was a vory lcose one a2nd each tribe consisted of a
nunber of autonomous units, which could be called local
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groupsa
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7,.01 *1(1 Berndt and Catherine i,
j“'i‘i”l ans (Sydney, 1965),
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‘There is a confliction of terms in the naming of
divisions in the breakdown of the Aboripginces Social systen.
The difficultics of choosing the am , term for
_‘:.ri,'* of this social structure are increased by a gap in
the information vocsessed by anthropologists and schol
ost z:.ntn:"“'*olo“l""" agree to the prenise t {
unit as such :x.f’ a very loose one and the nost importan
social uni" in the Aboricines pattern of life are the
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in languag o, custon, habits L.nd anpearance. «anthropologlists
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Because of the linitations of the environment in
Horth Bastern South sAustralia and Central Australia the
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lccal groups of the respective tribes in those arces
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gcuuﬁally nunbered between forty to eighliy people. The
the tribe were linked by

as language, custons
wough they acted as independent units

riendly terms with each other and

(;.
e

ifested through narriage exchanges

and bartering for certain comrodities as well as periodic
gatherings for important cerenonies and rites such as

.'-_'L_:&'k; k] L&‘t 108 e

roups controlled a certain area of tribal
territory with known boundaries encompassing a nunber of
12

dipgnificant totemic centres.™ llost of the local groups

ey

consisted of blood relaticns although these usually

belonged to a number of fumilies. The local group did not

con ;iwt of a nuaber of people with equal rights, p ivileges

or standing, but entailed certain definite social distinctions,
rnainly throupgh the family orgonizatione.

)
e
L

ach fanily basicalily consisted of a nman, his wife or

wives, and their children, all of whom were in closer
13 > .
? The mon as the main hunter and protector headed
the family and the wonmen were subordinate to him. Fach

relationship to each other than to the rest of the loeal
ELOUDee
rember of the family not only had specific tasks and

—r

Y943 o - du . Y
cuties to perform as par

T

of the family but also as part
of the local group - particularly in the ceremonial aspects
of tho groun.
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local group but also to the other local groups

tribee.

s took their nanmes
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als or plants and certain of the qualities of

these totens were sunpposed to be imparted to the people

speed of the Imu being imparted
the Imu toteme. A8 a rule nembers of a
uld belc to different locel groupse
he came to regarded themselves as

~

The totemic divisions within the tridbe were particularly
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important in the question of marriage. Harriage nainly took

place within the tribe and were bound by a strict set of
>

rules.” larital and extra-noaritsa partners could only cone
from different totenms in the tribe. This often led
different local groups

-

narriage exchanges being made hetw
and served as a neans o

g Iy

scperate local groupse The childre

1
endly relations between
took on the totems of

= I s

thelr mothers and in this way the system was perpetuated.

The Aboriginces association with their land was one
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ibe, especially over the young

warriorse The use of secrecy, threatened punishnent (in

cone cases as scevere as decoth)y shock treatnont often linked

with pain ond dronatic precentations as well as psychological

indoctrination all played a part in this processe

Aboriginal law was conparatively localized and
offences that took place within the tribe or a group of
tribes huving econcnic or cercemonial alliances were punished
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mhis "Pingya™ then hunted down the accused and carriced

cut the sentence in a ritualistic nann

The Aborigines' religious beliefs were often conplex
and closely interwoven with his way of 1ifca Thev basically
bvelieved in a good and evil spirit with t
nredoninatinge It was this evil spirit or écvil, which caused
much fear among the Aborigines and was the couse attributed I
to nost nmisfortuncse They did not believe that dea
resultecd from natural causes ond thought it to be the uork of
an ovil spirit. As a result they carried out el
nourning and burial rites during which the deceased was asked
the cause of his deathe <Fhould some hapless person be naned
reosponsible for the death, then a revenge party gethoered and
the victins fate was sealed. |

The expericnces of the carly explorers showed that nost
tribes appeared to have sonme ideas on a life after death.
An excnple of these beliefs was to be found in the Aborigines
initial rcactions to the Ifuropecans, who they often looked on
as Aborigines returned from the grave as whitese De Broclk,
who accompanied Sturt on his Centrﬁ Australian Expedition,
nentions this belief in his diary,

I have no doubt in oy mind.‘iat they take us to be
supernatural beinsgs sinilar to the idea entertai
tho couthern tribes that the U“O‘“ﬂn is a blac
cturned fron thg.prave and in consequence of the qunro
115 become whites”
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It secemed obvious that the strongest motivating force

Frad

behind all such official actions was the fear of criticisnm

from the authorities in England. However it soon became
apparent that such authorities could be appeased by fine
words and sentiments, without ever realizing what was
actually happening in a colony over ten thousand niles

avaye

The basic policy formulated for the Aborigines in
those carly years was to be one of protection. This term
yroved to be suitably ambiguous, meaning differcnt things
to different groups. To Lord Glenelg, the British Colonial
Secretary, protection meant a guardianship by the crown of
the Aboriginal persons and proverties against depredation
by the white settlers -~ the Aboriginal was to be treated in
all respects as a British subject. Although this may have
satisfied the IIumanitarian element in Britain, such a

olicy would hardly be pessible even under the best conditvions
D J £
because 0f the nature of white settlement in the colony.

The Colony's Commissioners took a much more liberal
view to what protection should entail. They were only

anxious to protect the Aborigines' rights and welfare, if

it was going to prove beneficial to the cbtlcrm‘)J Should

there have been any conflict of interestsy, the policy

conveniently protected the settlers pursuits from any attacks

or rcactions by the Aborigines. The Commissioners felt

that the appointment of a protector would solve the problen

of safeguarding the interests of both Aborigines and ‘
settlers - particularly the latter! :

It seems that both these attitudes towards the policy
of protection were at opposite extremes in their interpretation.

C 2% A - A bs ¥ - oy il Pinands K% I
Fay Gale, "A study in assimilation, Part Aborigines
a t T T S ¥ TP T e 4o 5 R e .
in S.A." (Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis, Barr oSmith Library,

University of idelaide), pe. 21
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It was a widespread opinion among the BEuropcans

1

she Aborigines had no iio& of pronrietorship of the

=
o

<t
ot

e
1%
. Yy oxde 3 P K IS = S
land, and that it meant little to thens Lven utae
AT Mont oncluded that th ATraars o1 aEr T T 3 =Ty eviyd
Govoernnent concluded vigy tiie ALOIrIFINes were wlivihouy
landed property and classed them as nomadic wandererse.
f physical agpression was seen &g being nmore
ace wf.‘g'} > ~~,'\(‘3: 1'- 7'; ﬂ-f’xs) b 1
ge nature and belli \/.).4.b'y than a
3 oy ey - - « g wen Yy 7o - 2
tion against the LEuropean encroachment on their tribal

In the enrly settled arecs such as Adelaide and its
environg, the Aborigines had little chance to resist or
even try to nmodify their way of life to cope with the
pressures of the EBuropean influx. In ideleide, the settlers

conmpletely swanped the esnall native pepulation, ond within

e

ten vears of colonization, the /declaide
verge of extinctione In the sparser gett

-

interior, a different pattern evolved

The Aboricines' original curiousity ond the belief
in sone instances that the whites were

ancestors returned fron the pgrave, soon changed into more
positive action. The Furoneans econonic eycten based on
stock prazing and the resultant usurpation of tribal hunting
grounds, placed serious stresses on the Aborigines' way of
lifeos Iliis survival depended on & fine balance between
hinself and the environment, and the impact of a conflicting
cconony, as introduced by the scttlers with their herds,
faced him with stervation and a cormplete disruption of his

nonadic existence.

< W1 . o 4!
‘Gibbs, pe O4

p Galegy pe &5
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The resultant clashes shattered the carly confidence of
the settlers, and anxiety for their live

»s and property led

@

to indiscriminate revenge sgainst the Aborigines. #8 a

d them to

take the lew into their own hands, and their actions were
: |

result, the individual wants of the settlers 1

~

often sanctioned by public sympathy for the settlers, which
in turn influenced Government policy. It was soon apparent
that the

apply to the iborigines, who had no idea of its fine points,

A~
ot

ticles of British law would be difficult to

and saw thenselves as bound to a completely different code

.

laws. lHow could one carry out justice, or apply the

2 %
{

law to people who killed British subjects in

Py
(4

:he protection
of their lands and heritage?

Governor Gawler was fsced with this problem in the
1840's, when he hrd to deal with a massacre of whites by a
tribe on the Cooronge. These people were out of touch with

ttlements clong the coast, ung knew nothing of the rights
and wrongs of "white mans' lnw"22 Gawler decided to punish
the tribe and to prevent other similer occurences by

!

exacting sunrary vengence for the crime. MNajor O'lHalloran

was sent with a punitive expedition to¢ make "enquiries'" -

the result of which led to two iboriginals being hanged

before the offending tribe nt the scene of the outrage, as

an exanple for others with similar intentiongs. This was to
become the pattern for future white dealings with any
resistuance « there was not nmuch distinction between the police
constable who shot alleged Aboriginal offenders at the
slightest cxcuse, or the settler shooting Aborigines suspected
of killing his stocks

Yo IHassell gives a2 detailed account of the maasacre
of the survivors from the brig "llaria” in her unpublished
thesis, "iielations between lettlers and Aborigines in iouth
Austra ‘Lif&, ‘i\.)u - 12G0"

952hc" contain “”“le evidence

of such actions eing take to the
nearest court fteo .isn:uched at the
slightest reason on th nmon excuse of attenpting an escape.

e T e e e
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On the other hand many Aborigines had already gained an

infavourable impression of the Duropeans through the earls
u 3 ® 3

exploitations of whalers and ue"ler")}
I

the 1840's, attitudes and reports about the

Aborigines changed as the settler and Government attempts at
assimilation met with little success. Iven the early
nissionaries Joined the settlers in describing the Aborigines
and their way of life in most unfavourable terms. Teichelmann,
one of the early Dresden missionaries stated that the
Aborigines had been generally represented as a race of beings

{ S .

=y . ; . 4
differing little from higher anlmals.o

The failure to readily assimilate the Aborigines soon
led to feelings of object bitterness on behalf of the
Furopeans. The Aborigines became characterized as lazy,
untrustworthy, scheming treachercus liars. According to the
settlers, their greatest skill was thieving, begging and
prodigious capacity for food. For most Europesns they were
looked on as no more than a readily available pool of women
to satisfy their desires, or perhaps as a source of cheap
labour if the missionaries could raise them out of their
animal existence. lHowever, even the missionaries soon began
to wonder if not for the first time a race had been found for
whom there could be no salvation on earth or in he&ven?q

There is little doubt that the changed opinion
regarding the Aborigines' way of life was decidedly in the
settlers' interests.

2% ¢

R.G. Kimber, Account For Local and Chronological i
Variations in she Aboripinal, Luropean settlement in South
Australia, (unpublished essay, S.l.d.)

1 L‘- pes S - - o “ A
f OC.M. Teichelmann, The Aborigines of South Australia,
| (Ldelaide, 1841), pe 7
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ochneider, Missionsarheit der Brudergcemeinde
>n (Gnadau, 4qu), P O
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KEIODSICN ANCHG THE DIERI: 1866 - 1875.
'l.et a thousand nissionaries die, before Australia
is abandoned®.

T
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After a long snd arduous Journey, the two
liermannsburg missionaries, fresh from Germany, and their
fellow colonists arrived at Lake Hope in the Par llorth
of Couth iAustralia in December 18566. Their early hopes
and optimism already blunted by the hazardous

4]

rip and the

N

inhospitable nature of their nmissionary field, were to
receive a further setbsck by the situation which confronted
then. The agspiration expressed by louis llarms that Australia
night provide a missionary field free from the evils of
Luropean colonial expansion, were to be dashed at Lake liope.
The first settlers hzd slready preceded the nmissicnuries

by several years and their efforts to establish a pastoral
econory soon aroused the anger of the Aboriginal tribes in
the area. At the time of the missionaries arrival the

pattern of interaction between the two races had already
reached the stage of open hostility.

The area around Lake Hope and Cooper's Creek was
| occupied by the Dieri tribe. These were a fiercely
independent people, who had adapted their way of life
succesafully to surviving in the harsh and unpredictable
| environment. “he Dieri sctively resented the white mans'
| invesion ond nany of the early squatters had to fight for
|

[o®]
L.} By A
the possession of their runs?

*arwell, Land of The l'irage (Adelaide, 195C), pe 39




32

The explorer A.l. Howitt, who visited the area several
times in the early 1860's, negoticted with one of the

srinciple headmen of th - Jalina, head of the Kunara

o o - “ '3 b
totem?/ Jalina accompanied by a deputation of tribal

J‘—l.. A, | -

(\1 (LCI‘.) Pl'C';nnted 10V '_}_ wWitn & N JQ-\': Oi‘ re(:;ﬂd(\ (JJUS. Tl}(:‘y
were especially concerned about the increasing number of
«hite men coming Lo their londs and Jalina asked Howitt

to tell them that T

git dowm on t"ra;iz C}_‘U‘,‘ 31¢ Pando, and the Kana

(men of A dovm on the other,
so that ﬁ“@y would not be likely to quarrel®V
It seems that this apparent attempt at Aboriginal

diplomacy aimed ab seeking a compronise solution to the

N

growing occupation of their lands, was largely ignored by

A

the squatterse. Among the first of the colonists to take

up land around Lake llope was Sir Thomas Elder, who was one
of the leading figures in the colony. In 1860 two sepa rate
runs were established = Lalke liope station managed by

H. Dean and lManuwaulkaninna, near Take Gregory, controlled

by B. la c‘,:€/l

The Aborigines soon realised that the white mans'
presence, with his herds of strange animals, was not only
usurping their traditional lands but also threatening their
existence. The areas around Lakes Kopperamanna, Killalpaninna
and Perigundi were of particular importance to the Aborigines
not only because they cenerally contained good water, a
scarce commodity at the best of tirnes, but also for their
ceremonial and trac 1itional significance., As the settlers

eadily encroached on these areas conflicts became more

@

frequent.
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Farwell, p. 97
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In 1864 a severe drought affected the area and Dean

- 1

regsolved to save what stock he could by moving up to Lake

Perigundi. The /Aborigines became incensed at the continual
usurpation of their huntir groumds without barter or
negotiation. ulrceﬁy alarmed by the way the settler's cattle

were consuming the sparse feed on which the native game had
to live, the Aborigines now saw Dean's latest move as an
attempt to seize their last water as well. #s a result of
this a large group of angry tribesmen blocked Dean's path to
the lake.

Dean did not take this confrontation lightly and without
much hesitation resorted to virtual military ”cblong“ The
Aborigines' spears proved no match for firearms and Dean
succeeded in moving his cattle to Lake Perigundi. The
Aborigines retaliated by spearing some of the cattle. It
was not long before they discovered that these new animals
provided a ready substitute for their lost game. Sir Thomas

Elders' other manager Hack was in fdelaide at the time of
these events and on being informed of the situation he
hurriedly returned to support Dean in his campaign against
the troublesome and treacherous 'blacks". On his departure
"he let it be knowvn that he intended to let the natives

163

know he had come back into the neighbourhood".

There remained little doubt in the eyes of Dean and
Hack that the Aborigines' stand was jeopardizing the success
of their stations and the obvious solution was to remove the
menace; either by forcing them to move elsewhere or by erradi-
cation, Dean ordered his men to burn down the Aborigina
camps in the vicinity of lLake Hope and sent out a rounted
party to clear the surrounding countr:,f?lfr

Se. s Register, Sat. December 30, 1865.

&4

‘Parwell, p. 98




The Aborigines, still incensed by the earlier affray at

l.ake P'erizundi, ambushed the party, spearing five, one of

P R et g ooy
whon later diede

Lt this stage the Government became concerned that the
situation in the area appeared to be getting out of hand and
perheps it was tine to iuplement some protectioni not so
much for the rirhts of the Aborigines, who had Jjust grounds
for their actions, but rather for the settlers'® interests.

arlier in 1865 a request for more police protection in the
Fayr Horth had been dismissed as unnecessary by Parliament.
The comnmissioner of police was aware of the fact that sett-
lers ati times suffered loss from the Aborigines and he did
not think the remedy lay in shooting the plunderers. How

o

ever he did feel that it was up to the livestock owners to
take precautions and he would prefer to see more care on
their behalf., If their efforts proved to dbe insufficient,

then he would recommend aid to be given by the Gover ““Lntu)

It was not clear whether the Government's subsequent
intervention into lr. Dean's campaign was pronpted by th
fact that it disapreed with his methods of shooting the so
called ”mlunderers", or whether it felt his precautions and
efforts had been insufficient under the circumstances. The
Gover,ment's octions were perhaps hastened by Sir Thonas
Elder's sugrested solution to the problem. In a letter to
the Chief Cecretary, IJir Thomas had earnestly reouested the
loan of some rifles and revolvers for the uce of his over-
seers at l.ake llope. Although the Governnment had often
closed a blind eye to the treatment of the idborigines on

t
e
53
@
@
P
O

ntiers as a concession to the settler's interests,
and the sentiments of Justice and humanity towards the
4boripgines had rercained only words on Governor Hindmarsh's

anation, it could not sanction the supply of arms for

5

H
;9
Q

fn?

& private ware

ol o=

““lequest for Police I'rotection for settlers in the
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the settlers
bl: (ﬂ:s should
hese circunstonces
property

There was little doubt that the najority of public

ntinent was in favour of Dean's actions and the supporters

o}
A
1
s
o
>4
O
I
3
b
\

e
of the Aborigines faded int und as econonic
i

interests become paramounte.

The Government ordered a police party under Inspector
hoe, acconpanicd by the rotector of . borigines to the
area to investignte the situation and restore order. lo
time was to be wasted in trucking down the offenders
responsible for the most recent affray, which had resulted
in the death of one of the station honds. Inspector iioe
with eight troopers accompanied by the rotector, Dean and
other station hands made up a party of fifteen men to

z . 69
capture the accused, who had been named by the corcners-

The party pnassed a number of Aboriginal camps, which
were all deserted except for one group, who were not
implicateds The Protector gave them a severe warning,
telling thenm that,

Severe punishment would certainly be inflicted on
all natives guilty of offences against lives ond

e

property of settlers{®
By the same token the I'rotector did net forget that in sone
circles his position wus also looked on as guarding the
rights and welfare of the Abhorigines and he assured them of

63”v1dv nce of this controvartv is contained in articles
"nd edi for*nls OL the AbLmILAL e THE REGLDT . and

g Ll PEATA sl L 341¢8
THY ADVERD] ! in Dec. 1865
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by Je. «ALRIKe Protector of Aborigines,

Ayt andt Gaeadds [ ¥ o o =
Governnent Gazette, 1806, pe. 720.
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n~motection in the enjoyment of their rights and liberties %
go long as they conducted themselves in a peaceable r;:{,mncr”?1 :
It is not certain what Protector ‘alker regarded as a
"peoceable manner"”, but if he expected the Aborigines to
withdraw in the face of Iuropean advancement or peris §
ecause of it, he was to be disappointed. The FProtector
did nake sone efforts to find cut the factors behind the

unrest in this area but his enguiries nmet with little successe.
valker had heard runours of earlier collisions between the
Aborigines and the polic which had resulted in the death

of several Aborigines., However, 3ll attemp subatantiate

-

v o
this information failed as Inspector Roe refused to divulge

any d

)—j },J-

1s and there is some evidence that several accounts
+
“

R
and Ter g about these clashes conveniently dLu&va“rPuf

\J

O

The white mans® show of force, led by Inspector ioe
and Protector Valker, had the desired effect of curding
the Aborigines' active recistance to the intrusions of the
settlers - temporarily at least. Nost of the Aborigines
had been cleared off the properties owmed by Sir Thonas Elder

ond his managers saw their positio

o]

as sccured from any
further threats. It scems that the Aborigines had quickly
discovered the futility of matching spears against police
and settlers pungs, For the tine being, the majority of
Aborigines in the area had dispersed to avoid the possibilities
of a confrontation with the police troopcrs sent to punish
those who had participated in the ambush at lake Peripundi.
It was into this stete of extrenme animosity between

-

the Iuropcans znd Aborigines that the Hermannsburg missionaries

|
i
i arrived in the area.
|
k

oy ey - 4 £ o Ad
GCazette, 1866, pe 720.
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nade stringcent to clarify the situation bub received

only nminimal the concerncd. :'0lice
reports of the seer appeared in tronsit.
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rake Yiope did not appesr to be at all suituble for the
ocation of a miscion station znd on the advice of

vy, Buttfield, the sub-protector of Aborigines, the missionaries
] et
site.” This

looked at Lake Kopperamannaas an alternative

location proved rmch more suitable because it was a well
wnown aboriginal meeting place and up to three hundred

tribesmen could be found there at certain times, Aifter
a bricf reconnaissance, the missionaries decided to settile

ten niles west of Lake Koprneramanna at Lake Killalpar
rYopperananna became the site of a mission under the auspices
of the lorovian Brothren, whose nissionaries haod arrived

in the area threce weeks ecarlier,

ipart from the supposedly large mumbers of Aborigines

around ILake Lillalpaninna the missiconaries saw several other
distinct advantapges in this site for a mission station.
GSssling in a letter from !‘anuwaulkaninna had expressed the
view that two such different enterprises as a mission and

a cattle station needed their owvn areas if they were not to
hamper cach other; this made Fillalpaninna a good site ¥
becuuse it was well removed from the nearest cattle QLthoAuf/
Lven nore important to the missionaries was the fact that

there were no other Xuropeans in the immediate vicinityf)

The missionaries had not looked kindly on the settlers'
actions in the area and it appeared that the llermannshurg
fears about the evils of Iuropesn colonization among
indigenous peoples had been well founded. GSSﬂling wag nost

outspoken on this point and he stuted that Christianity
already had to nmake good two misdeeds « one being the fact

that the Iuropeans were destroying this people with their

sins snd the other that a2 mission had not been established
| o
(srsnlir-'.ﬁo

b
e |
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It was already too late to remedy the second misdeed but
Gossling hoped that at least some of these poor "heathens"
could be saved from the evil effects of Iuropean settlement
by gathering then together at "New Hermannsburg" on Lake

' killalpaninna,

For the moment, however, the missionaries firct concera
was to provide for their own survival. Before long it
becane cbvious that the nature of the country was unsuitable
for the estsblishment of a self-sufficient community based
on agriculture. The only alternative for supporting the
nission would have to be based on sheep and cattle grazing;
egriculture had to be confined to small gardens?7 This
forced change from an agricultural to a pastoralist basis
was to be a major departure from the original Hermannsburg
aims, One of the problems presented by this situation was
the limited amount of work stock grazing provided. Under
these conditions it was going to be extremely difficult,
if not impossible to establish a model Christian comuunity,
to facilitate the Christianization of the surrounding
country and provide work for the expected converts.

LZven before their arrival in the area the missionaries
had aquired definite ideas about the nature of the iborigines.
The Dieri were reputed to be treacherous cannibals with the
nost gruesome, undisciplined manners?8 Director Harns
warned his missionaries that these Aborigines were the most
dangerous people on eurth?9 Fornan's and Géssling's first
reports tended to confirm ilarms' opinicn. Gdssling wrote
that these people must surely be the most migserable snd
corrupt on earth. However the Aborigines had decreased to
such an extent since the beginning of Iuropean contact that
one coculd hardly talk of a people?o

7.2, Feb. 25, 1867
784.1.8., April 1267
79d H.Bey Larch 1866
Go'«xaling, K.M.B., 18 Karch, 1867
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me missionaries concern 4GS o the future of these
neople, DU dened not only by their own sins but also
L
guffering from the corrupticn and ills of Luropean contact,
were best expreszed in Director Herms' report, which stated
...where such deeds of horror, such bestial conditions,
vhere polygaty and polyvandry exisot, where humaen beinss
devour their ryoung, as sone degenerated swine do, to

which are algo added the vieces of the white man, it is 21
d o . - ~ 3
no wonder that the tribes are rapidly beconing extinclteee

Gossling concluded that if the mission was unisble to help
these people then there wis 1ittle hope for the Aborigines?e
7o the missionaries it geencd certain that their animal
nature cnd the uropean influence would doonm the Aborigines
to extincticn unless they could be quickly Christianized.
In Hermannsburg itself optinisn abouly sustralia faded
quickly. sfter reading the reports fron the new nissionary
field. “heodore Harms held out little hope for achieving
any of the original ains:

“hould the sustralisn nission be able to do nothing

nore then give these poor people a Christian buriecl

it will have cchieved nuche?

The missionaries at lLake Killelpaninna, however,
continued to hope that Turopeenization would not only save
the Aborigines from the ruvages of their aninnl existence,
but would also give them & chance for gurvival in face of
the pressures of settler expansion, by enabling then to
ndapt to the white economye. 4s long es the sAborigine
attempted to preserve his way of 1ife, he was drawn into

conflict with the Zuropeuanse However, 41f the nmissionaries
could teach them how to live and work as white nen, they

would give then an opportunity to becone a part of the new
econony, which was having such a destructive effecte.

811,18, April 1867

B2,.1 I Lst BE . E
“(O0ssling, LeleZe, March 18, 1867

<3
8¢, B., April 1867
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the additional gift of the Christian religion would not
‘only ensure their salvation but also help them resist the
‘vices of the furopeans' way of life.

Despite their emphasis on Iuropeanizing the Aborigines,

' the missionaries apparently did not intend to 1ift them to

g level of equality with the whites. The Aborigines were
to become useful for such tasks as cutting reeds, treading

v}clay, digging ditches, chopping wood or acting as shepherds

and stockmen. It was never supposed that they should

'rise above such menial tasks and adopt the more refined

aspects of the buropean culture or compete with the settlers

'~ on equal terms.

For their part the Aborigines appear to have regarded
the first Hermannsburg nissionaries with mixed feelingse

. To liomman it scemed that the missionaries had been accepted
. as friends, who perhaps sought to share their heathen life
. with them'?5 The Aborigines looked on the technology of the
. missionaries with curiousity and wonder?G On the other

- hand they showed a marked fear of the missionaries' guns,

the effects of which had only recently been demonstrated in
this district by the white settlers.

In the first days of the mission, relations between
misscionaries and Aborigines were complicated by misunder-
standings on both sides. The Aborigines soon showed a
desire for the white mans® food end goods, particularly
tobacco. The missionaries did not hesitate to take advantage
of this by giving "hands cuts” in return for services. This
pattern was to hecome well established as the mission
developed. In many cases this system of rewards became the
main inducement for Aboriginal co-operatiocne.

S iomman, HoMuDe, Aug., 1867
85Honmnn. Keledey lareh, 1867

€6y, 1.8, , Lareh, 1867
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jlomman wrote how four blacks helped in budeinq the

7

vhand outs”" could not be given to everyone cs the missionaries

gtation in return for bread, tea und tobaccos

-

! would scon be inundated with beggars. Any Aborigine who

asked for tobacce or other goods hnd to first bring sone

fish or carry out other tasks useful to the missionaries.

In sonme cases this method proved to be the only way of

inducing the tribvosmen to name specific objects so that
€3¢

the missionaries could learn the languagoe

ct

A nore serious misunders arose whon, &8s was
customary among the tribes in that region, Aboriginal men
oiferod wonen to the missionuries as a gesture of friend-
ship. The missi sudries, unlike nany settlers, reacted

with extraordinary hostility. They looked on the custom

: state
and drove the hospitable men avay v Whlpni} uossling
reported that this led to wmuch noise in the heathen camp

as further proof of the Aborigines :*n”hl,

and the tribesmen became very thres tc“inb.q There is little

doubt that this outright affront to the Aborigines tradition-
al ways led to increased feelings of hostility and endangered
the missionarics position.

liot long after this incident, an even graver threat
) {
to the mission was posed by a huge corroboree at Lake

Verigundi attended by Aborigines from all parts of northeast
South Australia.
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’3‘ ¢ explorers Sturt and llaw witt recount similar
experiences in these areos
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;oppéramunna and i’ilallpaninna. The infrequent police

patrols did little to avert the growing threazt to the mission-
aries and the Aborigines had even informed the police that
they would not rest until they had cleared the whites from
Yopperanmanna and Kilallpaninna27 The llorovisn missionaries
were the first to wilt under the pressure of Aboriginal
hoatility and they fled to the Hermunnsburg nission station.

The Hermannsburg missionaries, not surprisingly, had
lost interest in attempting to save the Aborigines from
externination and they becane more concerned with the
problen of self - preservation. !any of their previous
impressions changed and the paramount question was how to
conduct a mission anong such people.

lionnan wrote that their experiences had dampened most
of their early hopes.e The Aborigines now appesred in a
worse light than ever before. Apart from being cowardly and
gruesone, lomman now concluded that the syphillis which
plajued their race, could not have been introduced by
Puropenns but must originsted among thenselves as a result
of their many vices and obscene hnbits?s As the nissione
aries hopes of success decrecased, their opinion of the
Aborigines became proportionally more unfavourable.

Horman decided that under the circunstances the
establishment of a mission was not worth being killed and
devourcd for by these savagese. He concluded that very
little could be achieved by martyrdom as the Aborigines had
not even been made aware of the Gospel and deoth in such a
case would be comparable to being killed by bandits?g By
the same token fleeing from these heathens would only show
feur and the prospect of returning to preach the Gospel

97Honman, Harch 19, E.l.Z., April 1867

%8y ionman, liarch 19, L.l.Z., April 1867
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with revolvers did not secm a satisfactory solution to the

dilemajoo

Ggsslings attitude was even nore pessimistic and it
geened that his early misgivings at the prospect of a mission
anong, these people had now been confirmedjoq liis opinion of
the Aborigines by now, was extremely unfavourable and he
wrote accordingly,

They centre their whole life on eatiny:, drinking and
satisfying their lust which knows no bounds. This is

a cause for their terrible disenses, which kill nany of
then. They are in such a shocking state it is indese 102
cribaeble, yet they feel perfectly happy in their state. -

Unlike lomman, G8ssling soon changed his attitude
towards the use of force and firecarms as a nmeans of
achieving the pissions aims. At first he had found the
thought of weapons and killing distasteful, especially since
he had looked on the Aborigines as being much better then
they now appeared. In his report for !’arch he describes
how the recent events had forced him to revise his earlier
opinions and he now accepted the fact that these people had
to be subdued with firearms. He further stated that if the
authorities could not send help, then it was up to the Ilission
Committee to send up more nen for a time to establish orders

by force if necessary?o3

Horman's predicament of finding a way to ensurc the
continuance of the mission would hardly have been eased by
Ggsslinég new attitudes, vhich sounded more like those of a
settler thon a missionary. The missionaries had little time
left to contemplate on their position as it became apparent
that the Aborigines were determined to drive the whites from
¥ilallpaninna, 4

101p1a.,
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Gossling, larch 21, K.M.Z., April 1867

102

GSsslinn, Yarch 21, K.M.%., April 1867
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The police in the area could not devote all their
time to protecting the missions and the situation was
further complicated by the nmissionaries inability to defend
themselves because of Homman's refusal to use firearms., It
was obviously impossible to conduct a mission under these
circumstances and the missionaries reluctaently abandoned
Filallpaninna to return South where they conferred with the
committee about the problems facing the mission.

For the moment at least the Aborigines had succeeded
in driving the nissionaries away, although the settlers, who
had been the original cause for their resentment, remained
firmly entrenched. Af ter their initial success against
the missionaries, the Aborigines' active hostility towards
the whites began to lose momentunm as many tribesmen
returned to their own territories. It was soon apparent
that the expulsion of the missionaries had provided little
relief from the pressures posed by the settlers' econony.

The corroboree at Lake Perigundi was to be the last
concentrated effort by the Aborigines to repel the Iuropean
intruders in the regions around Lake Hope. There seems to
have been a growing awareness among the Aborigines that
resorting to force was futile against the Duropeans superior
armaments, and they would have to find new ways of resisting
the pressures threatening their existence. They came to
accept the white man with his flocks and herds as a permanent
factor in the environnent. The Aborigines did not take long
to realize that the settlers were dependent on then for
labour and in some cases sexual partners for which they
could obtein some of the white man's goods, such as tobacco,
sugar, tea, flour and iron, As a result of this adaptation
they evolved a policy, which Elkin has termed "Intelligent
Parasitisn".

Despite the missionaries setbacks at Lake Kilallpaninna
the Nissionary Counmittee in Adelaide was adamant that the

104,
pan

lkin, The Australian Aboricines, pe. 365




nission could not be abandoned. The obvious solution to
the problem was to obtain Government aid. The liermannsburg
" and Yorovian missionaries had already moved in this direct-
ion by petitioning the Government Ifor police protection.

Fears that the Government as usual would be slow in

' acting on this matter proved groundless as rapid steps were
taken to comply with the missionsries® requests. Apart
 from the request for police protection, the petition also

' sought the granting of a reserve for the Aborigines in the

}area around lopperamanna and Kilallpaninna’.‘o5

‘ The Commissioner of Police, George Hamilton was not
favourably disposed to the idea of providing protection

| for the nissionaries and in his report he voiced his object-
' ions to the whole idea of & mission among the Aborigines,

. which he regarded as an unnecessary burden on the South

Australian Publicg

eee]l gather from this memorial that these gentlemen
have gone into the bush beyond the settled districts
for the purpose of converting the Aboriginal Hatives
fron their papanism to Christianity in pursuance of
this mission they have met with hostile tribes and they
fear that unless protected by the Government they will
be placed in a position of great peril for they say
"that they are keeping always three saddled horses at
hand to be enubled to flee since our Commission to them
(The Notives) would not well allow us to fire on them"=
thus declaring themselves non-combatants and at the
sane time adhering to the object of their iission, and
dwelling in the midst of ruthless savages who would
soon becone emboldened by the peaceful attitude of these
Yissionaries and proceed to rob and murder them without
compunction or mercy. The peculiar principles which
guide the conduct of the Lorovian and Iutheran llission-
aries become difficulties in providing Police protection
for them beczuse two or three Troopers supported by
armed bushmen would be able to repel a large number of
natives and overawe them and keep them in order,

qosretition by the lorovian and ILutheran missionsries

to the C.5.0., Narch 18, 1867, SeA.h.
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while the same number of troopers could not so well
protect white men who scruple to draw a trigger in
their own defence, or in support of their defenders
and therefore a larger force than is usually sent to
outstations would be required, and this would be the
more necessary when the llatives hecame aware that the
Missionaries declined fighting for the selvation of
their property of their lives.

The very nature of the llission raises the question as

to whether the Public of South Australia are called

upon to find especial P'olice protection to persons who

go forth unsolicited into the wilderness to carry out

a design of converting the heathen native to the religion

of the European.e.
Despite the Commissioners misgivings the Government decided
to support the Lutherans' missionary efforts in the North.
Although hampered by lack of finance it was decided to
resolve the question of police protection by approving the

transfer of the police station at Lake Hope to KOpperamannajo7

The Government further aided the missionaries' by
granting both groups one hundred square miles as an Aborigin-
al reserve. In view of the fact that a ration depot had
been granted to the llorovians at Kopperamanna, the Lutherans
could not be refused a similar request. The Commissioner
of Crown Lands was quick to notice how important such a
depot was in the success of mission work and he accepted
the need of both mission stations to act as distributers of
the Government rations because he claimed they cannot
succeed in inducing the blacks to remain with them while the
nissionaries at the other station can attract them by giving

provisions"?o8

The distribution of rations by the missions was to
prove a decisive factor in the pattern of Iuropean-Aborigine

qOBReport from the Commissioner of Police, April 6,

1867 (No. 692/67) as an enclosure to C.S.0. 625/67, S.A.A.
~ 19%inute by H. Ayers, (CHIEF SECRETARY) in 233/67,
C.8.0., 625/67, S.A.A.

1OBI:Iinute by Commissioner of Crown Lands, HMarch 30,

1868, 91/68, P.A.
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interaction. Vithout this function it seems likely that

the missions would have been largely ineffective in attracte
ing Aborigines to their stations. The Protector of
Aborigines argued in favour of the Government continuing

the supply of stores to the missions and he stated that

"The denial of these stores will it is to be feared break

up an establishment that promises to be of the greatest
advantage to the Aborigines in the Far Horth"?og

It is not irmediately clesr what factors prompted the
Government in their rapid complisnce with the missionaries’
requests. Their decision was no doubt influenced by the
hope that the missions would become a pacifying influence
in the North and their presence would help to allow a
snoother and more trouble free expansion of the settler's
interests. It also appears that the Government was only
too pleased to rid itself of the responsibility for the
protection and welfare of the Aborigines to a group like
the missionaries., Unfortunately the Aborigines' interests
had even less chance of protection from the encroaching
settler economy now that the Government had transferred

e

their responsibilities for their welfare to the missions

***After a break of some seven months the Hermannsburg
missionaries were once again ready to return to their
missionary field. This second attempt was to be better
equipped than the first, as a result of the negotiations
with the Government. Lissionary Gossling had left the
nission because of ill health and the burden of the work
now rested on liommen. ile was accompanied on his journey to
Lake Kilallpaninna by his and Vogelsang's fiesnces. The
group was Jjoined by a young man called Koch, who had shown
a desire to undertake missionary work,

The large number of Aborigines at the site of the
mission station gave the returning missiocnaries a friendly

ﬂogvinute of Verch 31, added to minute of Commissioner
of Crown Lands to itechner's letter, March 6, 1868, 9/68 P.h.




welcome and the lack of animosity, which had forced the
earlier abandonment of the mission, led Homman to surnise,
. that perhaps the Aborigines had now become aware that the
nissionaries had come for their sake not to establish a
cattle station?1o The Aborigines probably did not under-
. stand the missionaries notives, but they now noticed the
difference in attitude of this group of Europeans compared
to those of the settlers.

The settlers' herds had driven away much of the
native game =nd this posed the most immediate threat to
the Aborigines' existence. The Aborigines found thenselves
forced to adapt to this situation by either spearing cattle
or seeking "hand outs" from the stations to supplenent
their diminishing food supplies. leither of these actions
were favourably received by the settlers; in many instances
the settlers saw the presence of Aborigines on their
properties as a hindrance to their efforts of establishing
a successful economy. Not only did the cattle~killing
deplete the herds but the presence of Aborigines tended *o
unsettle the cattle and this led to thenm being scattered
over the countryside. As for the "hand outs” only a small
nunber of Aborigines could be given food in return for
doing minor work, and the persistent begging of the rest
led to them being driven off the station. 48 this pattern
developed the Aborigines found themselves hemnmed in by the
pressures of the expanding white cconomy. “The Aborigines
were becoming dispossessed from their land as the settlers
gought to clear them away fronm the stations. The mission
station at Lake Kilallpaninna was to provide a refuge

from, and an alternative means of adapting to these pressures.

The Aborigines realized that the missionaries were
much more susceptidble to exploitation than the settlerse.

110yomman, larch 1868, H.M.B., lay 1868
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The fact that the nissionaries did not resent their
presence ond actually wanted them to come to the nission,
greatly enhanced their opportunities for "hand outs'.
Loth parties, the missionaries and the Aborigines, had
something that the other wanted. The missionaries hoped
to save these people fron extinction by converting then
to Christianity; the /Aborigines needed the white nans®
food and goods to survive in the changed environment.

Homman was eagcer to begin the actual missionary
work and he was encouraged by the friendliness and obedience
of the Aborigines. Their changed attitude towards the
nissionaries raised his hopes that the work would soon
bear frui jqq le hoped to implement his missionary aims
hrough the school and the church services.

it first the scholars were divided into two groups,
the adults (mainly men) and the youths and girls. Instruct-
ion was primarily concerned with teaching the .iborigines
to read and explaining biblical pictures. fron the outsct
the missionaries attenpted as best they could to teach in
the Aborigines own language. Initially there were twenty
students though lomman was doubtful as to how long this

112
nunber would attenda

The Aborigines did not attend the school or church
sexrvices out of any desire for Christisn salvation, but
traded their attendances for focd and clothing. Homman
could not expect any co-operation from the Aborigines unless
he gave them something in return. [is report in April 1863
describes the dilerona,

«eothe 3lacks naturally see this instruction as
work...we have to give then food for this.

MMyomman, iug. 31, 1068, H..B. lov., 1868
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This sction is Justified as they are unable to gather
food during the instructicne.
It is natural if they do not receive food then they
will leave the school. If we are to satisfy their
spiritual needs then we nust also satisfy their want
for foodl
To supply the necessary food to keep the school running
liomman desperately needed the promised Government rations,

which had not yet arrived.

Cnce the rations arrived, the iAborigines started to
adjust their way of life to the availability of rations
ond the supply of natural food in the area. A pattern
was established in which the attendances at Church services
and school depended on the Aborigines' needs. During good
secasons nmost of the iLborigines preferred to leave the
nission to disperse into the countryside ond live according
to their old nomadic way.

Despite efforts to prevent these "walkabouts" the
nissionaries had little success in altering the Aborigines'
pattern of life. I‘henever good rains fell to rejuvenate
the surrounding countryside, the numbexr of Aborigines at
the mission dwindled to almost nil. Under these conditions
any hopes of Christianizing the Aborigines scemed almost
impossible. This was made even more obvious by the fact
that all the old ceremonies, which the missionaries had
tried to stop, were held during these periodic wandering.

In times of drought, when natural food became scarce,
the number of Aborigines at the lission would increase.
There would also be a sudden influx of people as each new
shipment of Government rations arrived. I'rior to each
shipment the attendances at church services and the school
would increase. On arrival of the rations in September
1868, Homman reports a dramatic influx of children aged

1 Homman, March 18, 1868, K.l.7., April 27, 1868
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between eight and thirteen vears to the school, raising
the number of pupils to an all time high of one hundred
and six‘ceen’.m4 although the rations were only distributed
to the students and those aborigines vho worked for the
nissionaries, it did not tske long for them to spread
throughout the .vorigines! camp because of their communal
way of life.

Apart from the continual fluctuations in the
number of Aborigines at the i!ission, the school provided
other problems for the nissionaries. It was soon obvious
that the adult iborigines Fave little pronise of any
change to Christian ways ond efforts to instruct them were
discontinued. ‘“he nissicnaries concentrated their efforts
on the children, who they rerarded as the most likely to
change from their traditional Wayse

i

| Homman wrote that he would use the Government rations
in a concerted attenpt to keep the school children on the
nission and stop their periodic wande:cings?15 Homnan saw
this as the only hope in attempting to alter their ways,

The missionaries efforts however, were continually frustrated
by the attitude of the children, who appeared to show little
understanding of Jesus unless the nissionaries distributed
bread and tea316 There was a growing disallusionment ariong
the nissionaries as they canme to believe that the sins of
these people were so prevalent that there could be no
Successful conclusion to their work.

The children learned to read and write without great
difficulty, but their acceptance of Christionity renained
nininal, leading Homman to write despairingly that, "Beliefs
are not things to be grasped by hands and placed in the
mouth and this for then is everythingj

-

b ]

*Homman, E.l.1., Nov. 9, 1868
115&omman, iLelle lay July 27, 1268
611,44, ,
MHomnan, 11.11.3., rarch, 1869




This typifies the Aborigine's attitude, as he looked on
the school as nothing more than & new means for gathering
foode

Lventually the missionaries' concentration on
converting the youths led to a reaction from the Aborigines i
in the camps, who became alarmed st the missionaries attempts
to establish their influence over the children. The niss-
ioneries get out to drive a wedge between the children and
the cdults in the hope of destroying the influence of the ;
latter, which they recarded as the major obstacle in 3
converting the children to Christianity. .8 & result a
dornitary was built to keep the students away from the
Aboriginal camp at night and Homman even took same students E
into his own house. The rule that no child from the school %

was allowed into the camp at night was strictly enrorcedj18

The missionaries were particularly anxious to stop
the initiation ceremonies con the youths as they rightly
saw these ag one of the chief sources of the elder's power
and influence within the tribe. 4L4is their efforts began to
show sipns of success so the adults indifference to the
school changed and they attempted to entice the scholars
awey to go on "walkabout" and participote in the tribal
cerenonies. Homman reports a growing number of incidents
in which the adults were trying to "corrupt the children
with their obscene singing and dancing or to spirit students

. ; 11¢
away to undergo their heathen ceremonxes".q)

The only methods the nmissionaries could adapt to try
and prevent these incidents were to issue stern warnings
and extremne watchfullnesse.

8 o 4 . o)
1qtnomnan, KelleZe 4 Harch 28, 1869
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Ag dearly as they would have liked to implement their
will by force, they had to forgo such action as it would
have destroyed the schooligo As the Aborigines attempted
to reassert their influence over their children, the
school began to suffer and Homman deseribed the situation
as looking very grim, The number of students running

away incressed all the time and many of them never returnedqu

Despite these sctbacks, the missionaries did
achieve success in forcing the tribal elders to mnake
some concessions; especially in the all important matter
of initiations. OUne example of this was that a youth, who
had Just been initiated was allowed to return to the school
almost immediately after the ceremony. This was a signifi-
cant departure from tribal tradition as a new initiate
was supposed to stay out of sipght until beardod?22 It
seens from this that at times the Aborigines were prepared
to compronise their traditional beliefs to please the
nissionaries; this was an aspect often missing fron the

missionaries approach to the situation.

Because of the environment ond the nature of the
Aborigines, the ilermannsburg idea of establishing a self
sufficient Chricstian community based on agriculture had
little hope of fruition at lake !'ilallpaninna, Ag a result,
the opportunities of providing useful work for the
Aborigines were severcly limited. It was not enough to
segrecate and teach the children; if they were to have any
hope of success then the children also had to be occupied
in their idle hours. !Homnman described some of their attenmpts
to g¢grapple with this problen,

1201344, ,
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Although the children are taurht order snd discipline
in school hours they are no different to white children
in that they misuse their idle hours. This usually
destroys all our previous erforts. They must Hhe OCC=
upied with work and the only opportunity ig to process
the plants growing in the sandhills. e are tenching
then to nuke rope out of these plants end at present

we are %gveutiwating how to make our industry more
usefule 25

Any idens of establishing a thriving indusivry turned out to
pe shortlived because of the linitations of the work, &
growing disinterest among the Aborigines and the lack of
gupport from the lutheran community in the South in supply~-
ing a ready narket for the nenufectured articlese.

mhe school, despite its fluctuating attendances, pOsSsSe
ibly had the preatest potential for breaking down the Abori-
pines' resistance to change their traditional wayse Unfort-
unately, however, the mizsionaries wero not at the station
long enough to see their labours bear any fruits. The adulis
had lerpoly succeeded in their attempts to yeassert their
influence over the children and disrupt the school. Towsrds
the end of his c=tay, lUorman reports that only ten students
renained of which seven ran away laughing after they had
been found lying and steuling.d

If the school had shown 1ittle promise of success then
the weekly church services showed even less. 4lthough many
Aboripines attended at first it was mainly out of curiousity
and the proceedings had listle impact on then. Juring the
services the Aborigines generally rerained quiet and attent-
ive, showing little interest in whot was saide it the end
of the services, however, it was a different matter and ¥rse
Honnan writes that they"laughed and mocked saying we like
fire snd that it would be nice in Hell“:‘25 Her husbend
reported similar occurrences and he ohserved that apart

)
123 1omman, KelleZey AUies 1870
124Hommun, H.K.B., Septe, 1871

125Louise llomnan, Jiary, "Fin Viel Bewegtes Leben".
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from a dislike of hearing the word death, they found every-
thing else they were told laughable. Cften they would erree
just to please the nmissionuaries or earn a piece of tabucco?as
This sunnmed up the Aboricines general attitudes to church
gervices and their attendances ftended to fluctuate according
to their raterial noeds.

The nmissionaries' intolerant end dosmatic attitudaes

in pursuing their religious ains greuztly hindered any
chances of success. In their determination to completely
change the aborisines' traditioconel wiy of life they only
succecded in alienating themselves f{rom the people they
were trying to convert. Jucst because the Aborigines no long-
er offered forcible resistance to the uropean intrusion
did not meunn they had stopped resisting altosether. 7They
realized that missionaries' teschings attacked the fundoe
mentals of their traditional way of life and their presence
at the nission was not out of any desire to comply with the
missionaries' teuchings.

The Aborigines' exploitation of the missicnaries be-
came an important aspect of their adaptation to Hhe chanred
conditions of their environument. They needed the Iuropean
goods to conmpensate for effects the white settlement was
having on their traditional existence. The mission proved
to be one of the beust pluces for procuring the articles
which the iboriiiines now needed and desired. 1t would be
accurate to say that the Aborigines never uctually becane
incorporated into the nission rather the micsion hecame a
part of the aiboriginals® way of life. 4any concessions they
made in their beleifs and traditions for the sake of the
missionaries and Christianity were invariably nmotivated by
their material nceds.

The rissionaries attempts to enlighten the Aborigines
with the Christian relipgion were met with evosion or indifference.

126,. .y
261 iomman, F
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often they would agree with what the missionaries said to

procur a reward of food or tobacco., If the nissionaries
discontinued this practice end the Aborigines tired of their
puraiutent questionings then 2203 would on occasions become
obusive and say "You pgo home™s
The language barrier presented added problems for the

nissionaries. 1t was inpossible to use that well tried
weapon of "instilling the fear of the gospel" into the
ihorirines because of the lack of word equivalents for such
good Christisn terms as sin, satan, salvation, heaven and
hell. This meant that the ninsionaries found it difficult
to convince the Aborigines to change their "sinful" ways
becuuse of the terrible retribution these habits would bring.
Hommen illuninates the problem in one of his reports,

“he fazilure to find suiteble words for the Christian

concepts means that llell is not hot for them nor lieaven
sweet. Hell iz only a place with a big fire and ileaven
a sweet, fruitful land where there is ruch to be enjoyed
but nothing spiritual, '<©
The missionaries in their efforts %o convert and
civilize the ihorigines attacked all the fundamental aspects

of their way of life, which they only regarded as a state of

sinful corruption. 48 a result, their uncompromising
attitudes @nd fervent preaching directed against the Ahori-
ginal customs, beliefs and ceromonies led to a growing
antagonisn by the Aboripinese The corroborees and periodic
festivals came under particular attack and the pissionaries
described them as obscene rites, which were the cause of the
yrevailing sickness end wretchedness amnong these peoplee.

3¢ an saw these events as "Catans weapon against our mission

16 Jovt s

It is apparent that the miscionaries had little idea
of the importance of these ceremonies in the Aborirines' life

<
12740mman, H.i1.B., Feb. 1869

128Homnnn, H.}.B., ¥arch, 1869
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Consequently they failed to reslize that their demands for {

the Aborirines to give up those beliefs und traditions :
which had aricen out of their strupggle for survival was :

flikely to hasten their extinction not prevent it. It is {

ironical that the missionaries eventual impact was possibly
more damaging to the Aborigines' existence than that of the

white settlers.

As the rmission progressed bloody fichts and unruly

| behaviour becane widespread armony: the Aborigsines. All the
n

issionories' efforts to prevent these occurrences were met

| with complete disrerard by the iAborigines. Both !rs. lomman

and her husband report an increcse in the frequency of these i
incidents, especiully after church serviczsjjo It seens
that these fl hts marked a growing resentmnent against the
nission and much of the violence was directed at the
Aborirines working for the nmission. Hommen became alarmed
at this trend and he writes that to establish peace through
good words has not only proved to be in vain but also
endangered their lives. The only recourse has been to carry
weapons in an attempt to separate the fighting, murderous
fello*'*’b1

At the same time as these disturbances the problem of :
sheep killing began to increcase. Zince the white settlement %
the iborigines had found that sheep and cattle provided a :
ready substitute for their lost gumes The spearing of the
nission, sheep, however, had the added advantage of not :
invoking the stme ruthlecs punichment as did similaer offences :

against the settlers, as the missionaries proved reluctant i
to shoot Aborirines, i
The problen soon became intolerable and the missionar- f

ies were forced to take sowme action, which by all zccounts !
!

was not within the law.
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lHorman points out that protection from the authorities can-
not be expected here and in any case any sort of legal pro-
cecdings would be pointless ag there are no wh¢t9 witnesses
to the cerines and all the Aborirines are liurs?j’ «hatever

-

the measures and punishnents adapted by the missionaries

they did have the complete sanction of the local represente
ative of the law, Police Constable Gasone It is not sur-
prising that Gason made no mention of how the suspected

of fenders were dealt with zand Illomman is unable to conmun-

icate the nature the meusures taken in a private letter for
Gasons' b&kO.jﬁ

The missionaries' despair at their lack of success
and the deteriorating situation at the mission led to a
call for strong action by the missionaries. 7The connittee
responded by recomnmending lownan for the position of Justice
of the Peace. It was hoped that this would help to remedy
the trouble. IHommans' attitude had hardened considerably
from his earlier views and he wrote that, "our nmethods of
begeing and threetening have only had the effect that this
godless people sees it as weakness and cowardice on our
heizlf"q)a Houman set out to rectify the nmnatter by re-
sorting to more positive nmeasuren:
'@ were Torced to apply unlawful methods to prevent our
losing 211 we ha worked fore e gave one particulasrly

stubborn ubwoct a sound thrast ing because of sheep
killing. 1,)

The missionaries' began to suffer fron troubled consciences

at the incressing need to resort to the whip and revolver.
Their position would be eased if such nctions could be
carried out undexr the sanctions of the law through the
office of a Justice of the T'eace,

Horman, letter from Xilallpaninna, 1870
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Homman saw the establishuent of a strong authority
over the iboripines, with the power to instil law and order
among then as the only

clution to the problen. !He regarded

5
+ gy Y 'S - v - - S 4 % - 4
the aboence of such a strong authorit

7 as an important
rcagon for the nmiscions lack of sucucasjgb For iiomman the
problea obviouszly lay with the Aborirines, not with the
migssionaries' methods:s ""he law as e bridle and reigns
}7r“118

"bridle asnd reirns” ag Homman aptly named the law would

could be a particular blessing for the nission”.

undoubtedly have been much nore effective in overconing the

-

Aborirines' resistance to change their ways thon the nmissione

-~

aries persunsions even if they did finally include the
revolver and whipa.

The Goevernnent at first refuced the petiticn seeking
to have Homman declared a Justice of the 'eace on tho
prounds that he was not a citizen of the country. DBy the
tine these difficulties were overcome and the request grante
ed, it was too lste to be of much use as the liermannsburg

nmissionary attenpt at Lake ¥ ilallpaninna was fast drawing

to a close

The missionaries unconprising pursuit of their aims

had resulted in 8 growing resentnent anong; the Aborigines,
The Aborisines initial friendly acceptance of the mission
had been progressively undernmined by the missionaries
demands thut they chanpge their traditional way of life.

The growing dicsllucionnent of the nissionaries wag further
strengthened by the increasing antagonism directed azainst
themes They no lenrer soucht to civilize the Aborii-ines, as
had been one of their original intentions, only to make
then aware of the Gospel and attempt to stamp out their
"sinful way of life". a8 the iboripines reacted to the
nissionaries actions, s0 their mensures becune nore extrene,
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his waning interest in the mission at ililallpaninna., In
addition to these problenms the nmission was hampered by the
disagreenent between the miscionaries and colonists over
the running of the "tationjqo Cimilar clashes of interest

had occurred in the other nis iax“ry fieclds of the lHermannse—
burg dssion Jociety and it seens that Lustralia was to
prove no differente.

‘ ’1363 . b 4 ‘ - - - - -

It was custonary to attrihute all dezths to other

people or evil spirits. Iuring the burial ceremony an
elder usually perforned a ritual, in which the dead victin
was asked as to the csuse of his death. In this way the
blune wasg often wY-ovd on nenbers of other tribes, who
would subsequently be killed by a revenie party.
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It is understandable that Hormmen had little hesitation

jn leaving ¥ilallpannina at the first o“xn"‘““‘ty. An acute
water shortage resulting fron a prolonged drought provided
Horman with Jjust such an opportuni The lack of a depend-

gble water supply had been & problem st the station since

its inception and a% the end of 1871 conc Llons becene so

desperate thot the mission personnel were forced to withdraw

150 miles southward to lundawvadana,
Homman decided to return “outh to discuss the matter

with the conmittee. The relationship between the missione

n
aries and the local church conmittee had not been a
harmonious one. Homman had complained bitterly at the
cornittees unrealistic attitude towards the mission and their
failure to provide adequate support. !e blamed much of the
niegsions failure on the committee's apparent reluctance to
supply the mission's needsjqq iany requests for such

essential items as saddles, medicines and a wind pump were

either ignored or subjected to unneccessury and irritating
deloyse.

Hlomnan's accusations against the luck of co-operation
fron the cornittee brought a strong reaction and he cane
under heavy criticism for deserting his post end failing
in his missionary duty. The committee sourht to overcone
the water problen by having deeper wells sunk or even
moving the station to & new site., iomman, however, had
little heort left for further micsionzary attenpts snd he
resicned in 1E72 to accept a pastorship in an idelaide
parishe This action provided further aswrunition for his
enenies, but subsequent enquiries by Hermannsburg led to an
acceptance of his recsons for leaving the mission.

As Homman was travelling fouth hie replacement fron

Hernmannsburg, Miscionary Ochoknecht, reached l‘'undawadana,

At this stage Theodore liarms was not prepared to give up

141,
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with the colonists was to hold
the ptation until the issue was decided.
ken snd Schoknecht was forced

to renmain gt Vundawadana \king only brief visits to

conditions and

with the uncertain nature of the
see the stren:sth of
sre could be no future for a
less permanent water was found. 1%
water for survival

necessa

to alleviate the water shortage

z a number of deeper wells.

unsuccessful, laorrely due to the
well borer's greater understandin:g: of the bottle than the
intricacies of sinking a well. The committee decided on a

2

nge 8 nunber of cement tanks to hold surface

"

i
knecht pointed out the impractability of such a
schene because of the climatic conditions. The committee,
however, persisted with its resolve to build water tanks.

Schoknecht became more critical of perpetuating a

mission in the area, as the pousibilitlas of reoccupying the

station decreased. lle saw the task of establishing a
christian conmunity @nong these people as hopeless and it

was foolish to think of raisingzg the Dieri from their sunken
%
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e alterndw

el 0 e o COATVILY SO T Yoy YIS o e o ey - A W vV far
need for his services as no nission work could be carried

out

i
sted between hinmsel

ness

e wn ean




bl

1
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nture and negotiations

too much had been invested in the v
were held with ilarnsg as to its future. In the course of
these discussions the connection with llermannsburg, which

had never functioned very smoothly, becanme e:—:‘,rﬁ;zcl:’ strained.
“he issue was further conplicated by the uneacy confessional
union between the two synods, which had been necessitated by
the Joint missionary venture.

Some committee menbers disliked the link with
Herrmannsbhurg and the eventual spl

led to the Immanuel Qynod breaking its ties with Hernmannshurg
and taking over the mission att Kilallpaninna. Cn hearing
that the Imnanuel Cynod wag supposed to have shown unionistic

tendencies ilarns decided to abandon ¥ilallpaninna to thut
148
synod.

iteports of the discovery of a pronising new mission
in Central Australia had reached {arms and he decided
to start a new nission in conjunction with the South
Australian Synod. A resolution was passed in Hahndorf in
Aupust, 1873 giving conplete control of the new mission to
liarms and pledging local church support. Harms named Gl.A.
Hleldenreich as superintendent of the new mission and arreed
to supply the nission person nplq’
The Imnmanuel lynod took over the old mission and went
its owvmn way. <“he two colonists Vogelsang and Jacodb remained
at ¥ilallvanluna stating it was against their conscience to
.

leave. The Immanuel Synod perservered with the mission at

¥ < ~ " £ - . <, By N ATV TIYYS 4 , - d e )
I'ilallpaninna for a number of years and strong criticicn was

! - . 2 . =% ~2 $= Y \ 5} =1 § incad Ak T e < WO,
|levelled at the first Hermennsburg missionaries for giving
3 - 1 » -} =} 1 "y C1Cr MY i 44 s/l Pryy $ v
in so readily. salthough the mission continued for soume tine

it could not overcome the initinl problems, which had
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“ission anmon;: the Aranda U77 - 1894,

Cn the fourth of June, 1877 Hermannsburg missionaries
AN

. . . Y 3 e - L . g 1 NJ

,,,,, rived at the Pinke liver in Central Australia.”
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ionary atternpt in Jugtralia only two years after Theodore
arns had severed the connection with the nission at

erly accepted the Government
Les for a mission in the in-
a second opportunity to

ssionary aims, but the reported

1dijfrenous inhabitants and the
preposed location of ’f},o reserve sounded ruch more pronising
than the ill fated attempt in the liorth est of louth
sustralis. The new nissionary enterprise was to be better
organized and nore subject to normal ilermannsburg policies
than the first. The clunsy

invested in a local nission cormnittee was abandoned in
{a

’1

nd troublesone superintendenture

dure of one nman for the position.
Gede Heidenreich, who had been nimed as the new superin-
tendent, had made strenuous efforts to ensure complcte

control of the new mission rested with 7. Harms in Hermanne-

-

Tnyir
hurg. The

sing local synod was to have little say

et
bt
~

the running of the nission,

ifter an epic Jjourney, which took over one and a half
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at their destination on the “inke. con after

<
~y
o N
+
>

ng a site for the mission station ieidenreich left to

icn affairs in the South.e The missionaries

led by the arrival of L. chulze and three

more colonists as well as the bridesg for the other two

future. experiencing a very

pood seas snd water enhanced the
f)l"();-i;,‘=f“ci'l'-~ 2ghablishing a successful mission station,

13 not only anply cne

£0 served a

TSE on 1 - S < T R
Finke. 1t was reported

few isoleted Aboripines
in the srea and it was to be some tine before any
contact was estueblished. l!MNeidenreich had been informed that
8 mission station close to the Aborisines' camps would
enduco them to leave these canps in favour of the mission
There was to be little evidence of such a tendency in the
first few years. it this early stsge there had been limited
settler penetration into the Centre and only a few cattle
staticns hnd been established. 4As a result the ,;bo::‘;igfim:s

18d only sparse contact with the f:uro;'\e:u:; and as yet

. [ e - " vy CRRRT R T 1 . =3 p ra .
pastoral econony, &8s had becn the case at Kilallpaninna,
[ ¢

id not have to cope with

; X g 3 3 nded J S e ¥ 151+ nee - Iy nAd o ey
Aboriginal hoctility rﬂahlt¢x; from previous adverse

=z % "4 2 o o s o X o i - .
e settlers, he nost they had to

iendly and often reserved curiousity.
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The missionaries first impressions of the Aborigines
. proved much more favourable than those of their predecessors.

The Aborigines proved bigrmer, healthier and stronger than
in nost other areas and the missionaries were impressed by
their stately appcurance?57 Heidenreich was espe€ially
pleased by the large number of young people among them as
he saw these as being the main hope for the future., lle
did not envisage the same prospects for the adults, who he
regarded as unsuitable for conversion, because they were
dumb, lazy and only interested in eatinﬁ?

n

Despite his attitude towards the adults he stressed
that the nissionaries would try their untmost to help them
because he felt that if any rission was going to succeed in
iustralia it was this station on the Finke:

Here the Lord has given us all the natural resources

to add to our spiritual strengths, which are necessary

if the night of Christianity is to make an impression

on the daily life of the heathens From the bheginning

it has been the guiding aim of the Hermannsburg !‘ission

to bring culture and social order throurh the Gospel 55

the degenerate henthens and this shall be the case here.””
The nmission stations location seemed to have an added
advantape in that it was forty five miles from the main
road, which it was hoped would spare the station from fre-
quent visits by Iuropeans. The missionaries preferred to
avoid such visits as they felt that the visitors behaviour

Nty B R =15

was often a bad example to the indigenous peoplo..)6

The number of Aborisgines visiting the station began
to incresse as they overcame their initial shyness and were
attracted by the missionaries gifts. Only nen appeared at

first and it was over a year before any women came to the
nission.

153 “Heidenreich, I.K. April 11, 1877
[ =471

1 eidenreich, E.K. Dec 1, 1876
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flpidenreich, E.X. Dec. 1, 1876
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The missionaries were occupied with building the station

and there was only limited opportunity to start mission
work. sefore lons up to seventy iborigines gathered at the
station at various tinmes und the missionaries hoped they
would stop their nomadic wanderings and bring their families
to the station.

Sone of the Aborigines helped with the work of estab-
lishing the station in rn*urv for food and other Iurope:sn

o7

that the Aboripines generslly appesred to be good workers

connodities they des 1rva. The nmissionaries concluded
and were far from stupid Schulze spoke out against the
unfavourable views others had expressed ebout the Aborigines
by stating; that althouph these people had sunk to a very
low state in their ways ond habits nany adverse criticisms

f thenm were uni‘cmnde\lq5‘3

Despite the nissionaries early joy at discovering the
Aborigines to be much better than some people had claimed
their hopes of success were scnewhat dampened by the
Aborigines nomadic habitse Althcurh the Government had
granted raticns for distribution cmong the Aborigines the
nissionaries soon found that these did not offer a great
inducenent for the Aboripines to stay at the nission. Xempe
ohserved: "As long as the heathens can find their focd out-
side of the station they prefer this to our rations especieally
as they do not have to work for the former"359 This proved
a direct contrast to the experiences at Kilallpaninna were
the effects of the settler intrusion forced the Aborirines
to seek "hand outs" from the niscion as a substitute for
their disappesring: natural foods.

Yempe sourht to induce Aborircines to come to the
nission by riding out to their camps and asking them to the

157..
158,
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Schulze, L.K. FPeb. 27, 1886
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gtation, but his efforts proved unsuccessfulj6o Degpite

these early setbacks the distribution of rations became a
pore important factor as time passedy not only in inducing
Aborigines to the miscion but also in implementing the
missionaries aims throurh the church services and school.
The availability of ‘uropezn food and goods was increazsingly
exploited as the pressures of the white settlement began to
affect the Aborigines traditional way of life. By 1879 all
the lond around the mission had been occupied by cattle

stationsj61

The growin: number of settlers near the mission resulted
in criticism of the usefulness of such a venture amonpg the
Aboripgines and the Government support in supplying rations
was questioned. A4&s a result of these accusations the Govern-
nent ordered one of the officers from a nearby telecraph
station to carxry out an un-announced inspection of the mission.
The officer selected zent back a very favourchle and
optinistic report advocating a continuance of Government

@ ]
rations?e“

A nearby settler disarreed with Flint's report and v-
oiced his opposition to the nission by stating that the
nunmber of Aborigines at the mission did not warrant the
expense of carting rations such iunense distances. ile had
seen only "one able bodied nigger", when he visited the niss-
ion in June and as far as he knew the only contact the m

is
ionaries had with the aAborigines, apart from employing a few
to assist with the buildinys, was an occasional passuge of
arms with sheep killers. JAccording to the settler's com=
plaint the question of police protection was nmuch nore
important than supplying the Aboripines with rationse.

B0
1601154,
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lle felt that neither the expense of police protection or

rations was necessary if the law would allow the settlers to
protect themselves, In any case the Blecks in the llac Donell
ranges were & stalwart race of savages with ample supplies
of natural food and it would be yenrs before they consented

]

to settle on a mission station. The final argument against

sending rations to the iborijpines was their habit of gpearing
the riissionaries sheep, which deronstrated their ability to
help thenselves and any rations would be wasted until they

B

o
s fiock of sheeijJ

had devoured the missionari

This attitude typified the feelings of many settlers
in the area and accentuated the desire to further their owvn
interests by tuking the law into their ovm handsg this
tendency becuane inceressingly apparent in their later inter-
action with the Aboripines. It was not surprising that the
missionaries and settlers were on opposite sides over the
treatment of the sAborigines. In one way the growing number
of settlers in the arca aided the nission by forcing more
Aboricrines to cather at the mission station in an attempt to

scape from and adapt to the resultant pressures. On the
other hand the clashos bhetween the missionaries snd the
gsettlers seriously affected the success of

'+

he nmissicne

The aborigines' approaches to the missionaries
gracdually changsed from tentative curiousity to more frequent
exploitation of the missionaries ability to =supply the comn-
odities they winted. Iven the nmissionaries' subsquent
denonds for the Abhorijines to carry out small amounta of
work or attend the school and church services did not decrease
their desire for “uropeon goods. Unlike the Dieri, the
Aranda did not show any hostility towards the nissionaries
but rapidly adapted to their presence and the benefits they
could rain from thise. Juring the enrly years of the mission
the ihoricines had no need for rations and only accepted
then when it suited their needs.

1 4 bt
GJuGt”lO“'S Letter to the “rotector of Aborigines,

June '15, 11;(}, Pehe No 277 / 1879
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The good sceasons, which occurred at the time of the

nissionaries arrivaly, ensured an armple supply of natural
foods for the Aborigines nnd the smallness of the missione
aries flocks vrevented zny noticeable inroads into the
indigencus food and watere Turing the early period of the
nission between 1872 and 1880 the iborigines reaction to the
European settleuent in the area appeared to be one of tente
ative approach. Active resistance to the settler intrusion
did not develop until later depletions of indigenous food
supplies and rivalry for water holes began to threaten the
Aborigines exisience.

-

The nmissionaries hoped to achieve most of their ains
through the estoblishment of a school and repgular church
gservices for the nbOrlglnGS. It was hoped that the regular
supply of rations would eventually overcome the Aborigines
nomnadic habits. It was vital that the Aborigines remained
on the rission station =zo that they would be under daily
Christian influecnces and Schwarz hoped that a daily issue of
rations would have the desired ef*c‘ctqs4 It becume evident
that since the distribution of rations to those eligible
(the aged, sick, infirm ond students under tuition) the
nunbers of Aborigines in this catepory at the mission began
to increasejcs 4 pauttern of adaptation to the availability
of rations and the conditions in the surrounding countryside
started to develove.

A similar pattern of attendsnce fluctuations, to that at
¥ilallpaninna, beczme apparent at the mission. The number
| of Aborigines at the mission would be small during the good
| seasons but increase in times of hardship. sonme Aborigines
| soened prepared to accept the rations on the assumption that

the small anount of work denanded of thenm
164 .. ot~ [
S enwarz, L.K. Dec. 12, 1879
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in return cost ln,s effort than securing a livelyhood by
1€

\4 !

traditional means

To some degree the missionsries used the rations to
entice Aborigines to attend the school or church services.
The Aborigines soon adapted to the system of "hand outs" to
such an extent thet when a visiting group from another tribe
arrived at the station the missionaries asked the local
Aborirines how they intended to show their hospitality. The
reply was that the missionaries should feed t:nm.67 Another
exauple of how the Aboripgines exploited this aspect of the
mission is evident in the numbers, who attended the Christmas
celebrations., 7o the missionaries the large attendances
indicated that the Gospel must be making an impression on
then, even if they were unaware of itqbd A more likely
explanation for the increacsed participation was the luropean
custon of distributing presents on this occasion, which
probably had a grecter effect on the Aborigines.

“he missionaries hoped that their school would play a
najor role in changing the Aborigines' wey of life. Unlorte-

unatoly it was not the desire to lesarn which attracted the
students but the rations. It was the nissionaries® usual
practice to hold the lessons in the morning before handing
out the daya rﬁtionujég This created problens in-so-much
the number of scholars was always fluctuating dependins on
their neoed for rations. !llany parents vwhere quite willing
to lesve their children in the school when food was scarce
only to reclain thenm during the good seasons.

1 " il &

‘ GG‘eﬂvyn Hartwig, "The p“o"“eus of “hite lettlenent

lin the Alice ‘prings dlsﬁrnot and its effect on the
sboriginal Inhobitunts. 1800 - 1654 (unnuullshod 'h.D Thesis,

Bary inith Library, Univer:ity of Adeludide, 1965)
|
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If the missionaries adnoniched

their irregulor attendances then the

" hat for the lessons?
n}l’l/o

‘ 3.
vhy do

reply,

to read and write’ Despite thecse

e A W L S ki B A A S e L i

students
we al

students for
would often
wnys have to learn

the

difficulties some

noticeuble progress was made and a number of children learnt
to read und write. The migsionaries became convinced that
their only hope lsy with the youths as the adults were too
gset in their woys ond the pirls preved unreliable because
of their tendency to run &way with older men.

Larly attenpts by the missionaries to adnminicter

corporal punichnent the students
amons;
killed. At first it was dif
edults but

“he missionaries concentration on the

fficuit o

the ides of punishment was
was regarded as an attempt to reploce

elders and caused a growing resentment

At first
reasonable broad general education in

the school curriculum

saugsed

a rreat outery

the parents, who thought their children were being

try and placate the

gradually cccepted.
youths of the tribe

the influence of the
]
soughit to provide a
keeping with the

Hernannsburg aims of providine Christian culture as well as
religion. Reading, writing, arithmetic, geoiraphy
religious instruction were the main subjects taursht. The

nigsionaries, however, becane disillusioned with the results

of their efforts as thoy realized that there wns very little

opportunity for educated Aborigines to apply what they had

learnt. This becane more ap;

Aborigine discovered he was
where preference was

not wanted on

arent later when the misanion

the cattle stations,

usually piven to his uneducated

brothers. As a result the missionaries cume to believe that
| it was pointless to provide such a broad education, which
| -
| proved nore frustrating than useful to the Aboririne and

their efforts beran to centre

170.. L
POsehulz, L.i., July 16, 168
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The availability of useful work was a necessary re-—
quirement of achieving any missionary success and this proved
to be a major problem, as had been the case in the first
nmissionary attempt. The missionaries saw the Aborigines
"idle" lives as one of their worst evils. DBy providing them
with work they hoped not only to combat this factor but also
to influence them towards Christianity through honest toil.
At first the men and youths had to help with general chores
around the station and the women worﬁg% in the kitchen as
t.

only provided a temporary solution to the problem and the

well as learning how to sew and kni These activities
main hope of supplying enough work for the Aborigines lay in
the development of an agricultural conmunity, which proved
impossible under the climatic conditions.

The missionaries were able to establish small gardens,
which areated some work but attempts to expand these failed

s B N22
because of a succession of bad seasons.7

Schwarz was con=
vinced that a steady occupation would be a vital factor in
not only raising the "Blacks" from their niserable way of
life and ending their "lazy wandering life", which caused
them to create much damage to the settlers' properties often

173

leading to savage and unjust retribution by the settlers.

Althouph there was a lack of suitable work on the
nmission those Aborigines who stayed there quickly adapted on
the idea of work. ©Ochwarz observed that many Aborigines
appeared thankful to get work and they must have realized it

174

was better to earn a living through work rather than stealing.
This attitude was no doubt aided by the settlers' willingness
to punish thefts with a bullet. Several other attempts were

made to find suitable occupations such as spinning wool and
weaving blankets but these did not prove satisfactory.

17 eidenreich ~ Annual Report, L.K., April, 1886

1725enwarz, L.K., April, 1885

1?35¢hwerz, L.K., April, 1885
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The church services were plagued by similar problemse.
Lvery hesthen on the station was supposed to take part in
these services, however, Lhe only ones who usually attended
175 tnose attending showed a
definite indifference to the proceedin;s and the mission-
eries remarked bitterly that all the iAborigines eflorts were
directed towards their stomachs?'s Iife after death did not
interest them and they knew no difference between .ieaven snd
liells In any cuse these were initiates perfect in Aboriginal
law and they had no sense of sin or salvation; they were re-

were those receivine food.

incarnations of dream time heroes, men whose spiritual
desires were all fulfilled, men reconciled with dea th.77

The nissionaries becanme discourapged by the Aborigines
continued indifference to their preachings and it seemed to
them that the adults sat in church as if in a dream. If
they were aslhed whether they understood what had been said
they would answer "Yes". On further guestioning it was
found they hardly remenbered a word and would answer, "“aAsk
the children". This led to severe adrmonishions by the
niss ionarleu.78

Prolonged contact with the Aboris-ines convinced the
nissiocnaries that they did have a spiritual 1life of sorts
and they conceeded that their ceremonies and festivals held
sone reli -ious iyﬁlflcrnco?/d They also came to appreciate
the considerable power of the elders and the hold they had

over the younpg particularly through the initiation cereronies.

175, chulze, ‘uarterly leport 1884, L.K. Jan., 1885
1701pia.,

177Hartwir, pe 513

178. hulze, “uarterly Peport, L.K., Cct., 1886
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Schulze stated that if they could prevent the youths from
2
being initiated then they would save them from being spoilt?”o

The effectiveness of church services were hampered by

t was extrenely hard to find
equivalents for biblical concepts and the Aboricines' reluct-
ance to think about these things complicated the nmatter.

langunge difficultiess I

Added to this was the Aborisines' reluctance to co-operate
with nissionaries trying to learn the language as they
regarded it as being used as a weapon against then?81

The nore familiar the micsionsries becnne with the
Aborigines' culture the nore their earlier optimistic
attitudes chonged to ones of contempt. This bec:ome pro-
nounced as they failed to achieve their ainse It seemed
that 21l three had discovered the lestern iraenda as sexually
proniscious, practicing infanticide and cannibalisn,
cowardly and cunning in dealing with their enemies and in
object fear of death and the dead?gg This convinced them
that no conpronises could be made with these "Heathens" and
all adaptation should be on part of the Aborirines. The
nissionaries unfavourable experiences eventually shook even
their faith in the likelyhood of the Aborigines achieving
temporal or eternal salvation.

iven the long awaited baptismms of a group of Aborigines
did little to restore this faith. In June of 1887 it secemed
as if st last the nmissionaries efforts were to benr fruits
when seven Aborigines were baptised. This had come about
as a result of two Aborigines having accompanied one of the
rissionaries on a Journey iZouth were they had stayed at the
nission at r¥ilallponinna, They had came under the influence
of sone Christianized Aborigines and on their return to the

. i 8;
Pinke they desired to be baptlaedj’j

180~

Schulze, li.l’eB., Feb., 1885
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rive others followed their example and nade a sinilar
request.

All of the baptised had grown up on the mission and
five of them had been orphans, 7The average age of the group
was about fourtecen years and they all adopted Christian
nanes. <the nature
that the missionaries

o
t"(.‘;

o
H

of this first group of baptisisms shows
Ci

-l
e not naking sigr if ant inroads

i

into the initiated menbers of the tribe.

The missioneries joy soon turned to sorrow as the new
Christians succumbed to their old ways. Thomas and Andreas
were guilty of breaking the sixth commandnent and the nissione-
aries saw this as further prgof thet "whoring and lust was
the Aborigines national sin.“u he two offenders were
adnonished for their sins before the Chriztiaens and heethens.
The nissionaries thourht of banishing thenm from the Christian
community but this did not seem like adequate punishment.
vJone retridution had to be made in this nmatter and according
to the nmissionuries reports the two offenders desired

corporal punishment. This was carried out after some
dcliberation:l85 “he repentance by the two sinners did not
last lons as they were reported to have had sexual relations
with sonme women, whilst on a cattle nmu ster. Before the
nissionaries could discover whether they were guilty or not
they decided to leave the mission for a neardby cattle

station,

In 1888 & sccond group of seventeen were baptised,
aiain this group consisted mainly of children but there
were four married couples. A4S with the previous group the
rajority had spent most of their lives on the station. The
nissionaries were still smarting from their earlier exper-
lences in this field end they were doubtful as to how long
these Christians would remain true,

184 ELR REC A "
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especially as they were not only related by blood to the
other "heathens” but still invelved with their social organ-
ization.

vr

renpe could see no easy solution to these problenms
particularly as he felt the Aboripgines had no interest in
seeking salvation as they recognized no sine It was first
necessary to convince them that they are sinners., This
would prove difficult as the iborigines had been taurht the
opposite from childhoode. Iurther complications were created
by the lack of strong authority among the iborigines.
Lecording: to lempe it would be up to ithe missionaries to
take on this unwelcome tacke This meant that it would be
necessnry to adninister corpvoral punishment just as with
little children. -xperience had shown it was better to

: 18
have a strong discipline than one which was too lax. 6

After these setbacks the nmissionaries held little
hope of success and their attitudes becsne hardened and
pessiriistice ‘'chulze wrote that althouih these people
appeared happy and carefree on the surfice, closer exanin-
ation showed their miserable state, both physically and
spiritually. Syphillis and other dineases were rife among
then and the fear of death unlver)ul. b

Ag the nunber of cattle stations increuased in the
surrounding districts the conflicting intereczt of the settlers,
Aboripines and missionaries had serious effects on the
progress of the miscione. The growing pressure of the paste
oral eccnony led tho iborirines to begin hostile resistance
againct the whites in the early 1890's. The only tribe
who did not go through this stage of resistance was the
vestern sranda, who had already had prolonged contact with
the nmissionsries und as a result probidbly were able to
realize the need for adaption in lieu of forcee.

186.. 7o g
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The missionsries renorted that the tribes on and near
the mission renmained relatively stable in their numbers,
whereas tribes ncar the cattle stations were rapidly
decreasing. In scme cases only woren aond girls renained of
what wore once strong tribe sq“b Thias had been partly due
to the settlers' willingness to tuke the law into their owm
hands to rid themselves of the nmolezters of their herds.
The migcionaries complained to the Government about the
settlers' harsh treatment of the /iborigines and by doing so

-

earned their hatred and opposition,

In 1884 Cchwarz wrote a report to the 'rotector of
Aborigines about the ill treatment of the Aboripgnes. He
expressed his disappointment that the whites, who boasted
of their civiliz&tion did not live up to this by treating
the iboripines Justly but instead reacted to any offences by
shooting at them indiscrininately with little care of who was
guilty or note "here had been no sign of hostility before
the settlers arrived ond it was apparent that the whites'
harsh trectment was responsible for arousing the idborigines!
hostility. Ochwarz further wrote that the continual
fornication with the Aboriginal women by the settlers was
a constant source of troublee. It scened thaot the iborigines
only learnt the worst aspects of Turopean civilization. The
settlers idea of civilization apacarcd to consiast of naking
the aAborigines wear clothes, ride horses, smoke a pipe and
learn how to curse and swear. It was this attitude and the
Aborigine's new knowledse of the white man's ways, which caused
rost of the trouble. Ichwurz concluded by stating that if
he had to decide who had suffered nost in the encounter then
it would have to be the boriginecs snd he appealed for Jjust
punishments to deal with "native outrages" not indiscrininate
shootix&mmg
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The rotector voiced his concern at this state of
affairs and at the outrages committed on both sides. These
acticns often required coctly Government involvement, which
could be svoided if the Ahorigines were treated with more
forebearuance snd Jjustice. This would doubtless lead thenm
to live amiably with the settlers in these remote localities.
He reminded the Government o take some measures to protect
the Aborihines fron the opprescions of the sotnlors.go The

Government, however, lacked the finance and Interest to
take any serious action to alleviate the problen.

The antagonisn between missionaries and settlers
progr ively worceneds I11 feeling; between the two was
increased by the settlers luring young girls snd youths
away from the nmissicn with generous promises or sometimes
outrirht aebducticn. The missionaries were incensed by this
not only becasuse the girls dressed in nmens clothes, drove
the settlers' cattle, and indulped in intercourse with the
whites but also they were better dressed and fed than was
possible in the miesi ,u?q1 The niscionaries regarded this
as an attenpt to undernine the nmission and it was desirable

that these tendencies were stopped.

The Government acted on the settlers' request for
protection by establishing

jou

olice !‘tation at Alice Oprings,
which was msnned by one trooper and some iboririnal police
boys. The niscionarien expresced doubfts as to the effect-
iveness of this measure to xeep the luropeans sznd Aborigines
in check., Farticularly as there did not seem any adequate
controls over the actions of the police troopers. The only
difference te the previous situntion would be that the
sborircines were now shot down by the police instead of the

- 192
settlers,

190, chwar "Zeport on I1l Treatment of Aborigines by
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This fenr a peared Justified in a2 subsecuent accident
at the mission station,. vounted Constnble Wurmbrand had
come to the mission seeking suspected cattle killers., oon
after this ‘usmbrand arrested three suspects at Glen Helen

eand on his way back passed through the mission with the

ceptives in chains. After he left the missionaries heard
that all three suspects had been shot. 1 investigating
they discovered the three bodies heaped together still in
their c:ains. This made the trooper's excuse that they
ighly inadequate for the

were attemntine an escape 8¢

-

severe action he had token. -°°

This incident resultcd in a loud outery and the n
papers as well as the rrotector of Aborigines nude en-
quiries into the mitter. The initial indignation soon

e

b

died down and no significant action was taken. schulze
econcluded that it was not imprcbable for thie police to be
no more than an instrument in the hands of the settlera.
If the settlers were aware of the real potives behind such
actions then they ensured that tley remained secret.194
Kempe felt that if such asetions continued then there would
not be many ‘'blacks' left ond it was apparent that this
would please the :mt‘t:la:'s.’l""b
The conflict between the missionuries and settlers
came to a head in 1890 after Schaarz had nade & bitter
attack againat the actions of the whites in the Centre
during a visit to .deleaide. The ncwspapers seized on
these accusations and powerful intercsts favourin  better
treatment for the Ahurigines became aroused. The settlers
taliated by protesting their innocence and at the same
time showin- the mission in a bad light. The nissionaries
use of corporal punishnent and their attempts to prevent
young girls from leavins the mission were some aspects

193 vk e
7/3chwarz, HeleBe,y April 1285
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criticised by the settlers. Constable " illsiire fur-
thered the accusations apainst tie nission by claining
it to be @ haven for the worst cattle killers and vaga-—

10
bonés in the territory. 7~

The YMinrister in charge of the area was no supporter
of the mission and he unhegitutingly accepted the statee
ents made by “ilislire and the settlers, It seened
thoet the settlers' econcomie interests in the area were
hein~ threa*ened by the outery created by the nissioneries
and the closin/s of the nission would renove tiils t' orm

in the settlers' sides. Gordon, tle iinister for the

liorthern Territory, decided on a comnittee of enq:iry,

0

conveniently consisting of three civil servants, Th
niscionaries protested against this decision claining such
Ag a

va

an investicati-n would be hiased against then.
esult of parliamentary pressure on tha iinister the
mnittee was re-congstituted to make it more acceptable.

The subsecuent enquiry concluded that both sides had

been guilty of the respective charies. his was basice
ally a negative Tinding dampening the whole situation

and r~storing peace between the factions by refusing to
act arainst eithe:. Hone of the recommendations were
ever inmplerented apart fron a decision Ho terrinate the
governnent subsidy to tiie nission after anothr two years.
slthoupth the findings of the conmittec pruvod nsatis-
factory to the issionaries tiey were plecased that the .
government thrcat of closings the nissiosn had heen avertedjj7
This threat of closure had proved an effective nmeans of
silencine the missiconaries' criticisms and allowed the
settlers to further tilieir intorests to the detrinment of

the Aborigines,

196,
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The unsuccessful attenpt by the missionaries to
combat the adverse influence and pressures of the settler
intrusion only added to their growing conviction that it
was impossible to carry on a nission successfullye. The
Aborigines only interest seemed to be in their stomachs
and there was no desire to listen to the Gospel. Lven
the few baptised Aborigines had succumbed to their old
ways and run off to neuby stations. Schulze stated that
the mission was no more than a hospital for the sick and

L 108 .,
a source of food in times of c‘.::'cmg:h't:.)Z “his was further

aggravated by the settlers and police sending all the sick
and infirm natives from their stations to the mission.

The increased white pressures in the area on the
Aboricines and their resentment to this led to a number
of punitive expeditions by poclice and settlers, which drove
many Aborigines to the nission out of fear from the effects
of the FTuropean firearns.”°  The missionaries concluded
that there was no future of a mission among these people
as their numbers were beconing less all the timc. “he
number of births had decreased, sickness such as syphilis
increased and apart from killing each other it seeued thet
the whites intended to ensure their exterrination by un-
natural means. A mission under these circumstances could

3
do no more than dig the Aborigines? graves.“oo

Kempe summed up the missionaries feelings and the
reasons for the failure of the nission in his report in
1891, According to his stotement the situation was a
repeat of the experiences of white penetration among
indigenous peoples in other lands. Just asg the American
Indians, Yacific Islanders and Africans were disappearing
before white colonization so were the Australian Aborigines.

498‘ 1 o +

Schulze, LeKey Ccte, 1886
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They had little chance to resist these pressures because

of their tribal state, which D?ovonted any lorge scale

(’I
resistnumn. in any cas esistance only helped to hasten

C
their denise and this left then wit

201
ntruders.

-

h little choice other

fede

than to subnit to the

before their linminent

22
e

t was only a questioen of %i
1t a

mission could hardly succeed.

extinction and as a resu
1t could offer no rore than & Good Camaritan service for

those who recained and only a few made use of such & sere

e e

vice. The mejority appeared hanpy with their miserable
situation and showed no desire for anything better. This

- posed a problen as %o what the nminsion would teaclh those |
few willing to learn. Yempe decided it could only instruct z
them in the Gospel as worldly matters were no use to them. |

ihat was the use of educating the youths in reading and

writing neslish? If they went to a station they would

not be paid a penny nore because of it. Yducationally the

youth may be equal to or above the white but he would have

£i

2290
to be satis 202

ed with his keep, clothes 2nd a bit of tobaccos.

. «

Fempe concluded it was impossible to implenment the
lermannsbury, ideas of nisgionizing becauce of the unavaile
ability of suitable work for the iAborigines. As a result
they were being continually kept by the mission and this
problen becane worse &s the number of Christians increased.

The missionari had tried all in their power to overcore

it

es
these difficulties and the lend was suitable only *‘,or Craze
ing but even this was not a profitable venture vpt.o3

The mission was also hindered by internmal conflicts
between the missionaries and colonists over the running
of the station. The Jealousies and discord between the tw
groups came to a head in 1882, when the communal aspects of
nission life, such og the conmbined meals were discontinued.
“he situation was further strained when a nuuber of colonists
expressed a decire to

empe « ‘uarterly Ieport 1891, L.l., July 1891

iienpe = (uarterly keport 1891, L.K., July 1891
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further their cwn interests by running cattle for theme
04 e . o
selves.” This was a problem wnich had placued the

Hermannsburg nissiocnary efforts from their inception and

had proved especially troublesoxe in sfrice.

The missicnaries' disillusionment was complete by
1890 - 1 33 a result of ir failure to recalize their
aims and the effects of draughts eanéd disease, which took
a heavy toll of their strength undermining their will
to continue in the face of what seemed insurnountable
difficulties., Une by one they headed lTouth to recover
their health and neve:r returned arain, renpe was the
last to leave and on his departure the nmission was cone
tinued for several years by some of the colonists,. By
this stage conditions on the nission were ropidly deterior-
ating and the adversae influences of a few Xuropean workers
on the mission introduced the remzining fboricsines to such

. . 205
white habits as drinking and card playing. 7

Hermannsburg in Germany had been incorporzted into
the State Church éend this led the lutheran communities
in South iustr:lia to withdraw their support for the
mission on the ¥inke as they now rg i rded Herrannsburg
as no longer being truly Lutheran. oo

(‘\

The new Director,
.cmont llarms, could not support the nmission on his

and nisgsionary arber was sent to Austrzlia to sell the
station and then nove to Indisa, The mission weas offered

for sale to nunber of other denominations vithout success

~s
2

and it was eventually bourht by a private group headed by

oy

Heidenreiche. e in turn sold the nmission to the Immanuel

I

Synod, which had alreacdy acquired the mission at ¥illle

i
paninna after llermannsburg had abandoned it in 1875,
The firct missionaries sent to the Pinke the new cwners

of the mission found it to hove degenerated toc a deplorable

04 .
‘C‘naccius, <1y 376.
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state 8nd most of the early missicnerics work had been
undone in the last few years vwhen the colonists had been

in chaorpe of the nission.
Lfter fifteen years of nissionarr effort the Hermannsge
t the Finke Ziver had achieved little

burg missionaries a 3
success in their original ains and despite a nore promising
environment they had failed almest as completely as their
predecessors at Lake Kilallpaninna. with the closing of
the mission at the I'"inke the Hermmnnsburg missicnary efforts
in Australia came to an end and the work they had pioneered

wag to be taken up by the l.utheran Churches in Austrslia.
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CCORCLUSICH

The failure of the Hermannsburg missionary attempts
in the Australian interior can be attributed to the
culnination of a2 number of adverse factors, as well as
the often unrecalistic attitudes shown by the micsionaries
and the nission administration in attempting to implement
their ainsg,

From the outset the mission in Australia was plapued
by administrative and financial problems. Unlike the
earlier missions in Africa, which were largely self supporte
ing and had been established without any cutside help, the
Australian venture required the support of the local
lutheran church. As a result of this situation the
Hernmannsburg llission Uociety was forced to make an initial
change in its normal policy by granting some control in the
nission to the local church committee. The uncertain rela-
tionship which resulted from this dual involvement, whercin
the lermannsburg socicty provided the nmissionarics and
colonists, while the local synods supplied the finance and
equipnent led to bitter feelings and conflict between the
various groups. The relationship between the missionaries
and the church nission committee became especially strained
during the first missionary attcmpt at Killalpsninna and
vas to be a contributing factor in the mission's eventual
abandonmente.

The already uneasy ties between the Hermannsburg
liission Society in Germany and the local synods were further
weakened by differences in theological doctrines, such as
Chiliasm and the question of
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Church Unione The natter was also aggravated by similar
differences between the two local synods, which had
formed a confessional union to provide Joint support for
the mission. These disputes added to the mistrust between
the supporting synods and the llermannsburg society; this
was to provide the final impetus in the abandonment of
both nmission stationse At Killalpeninna it had been the
break in the confessioncl union between the two local
synodse, which had forced Hermannsburg to discontinue its

association with the mission and seek a new sitej at the
Finke iliver l'ission the final bresk was caused by the
South fustralian Synod's objection to Hermannsburg's
absorbtion into the state church.

The change in the ilermannsburg policy of being
solely responsible for the support, establishment and
administration of its overseas missions had been enforced
in Asustralia by s lack of finance. In attempting to recalize
Louis liarm's original aim of spreading the mission to all
parts of the globe the lociety had overtaxed its resources
and capabilitics. This was particularly felt in justralia,
which was Hernmannsbhurg's nost recent venture and to gain
the necessary local support the fociety had to compronise
some of its normal policies. The pressures on the resources
of the lissicn lociety resulting from its expanding mission-
ary fields led to a sericus shortage of personnel and zide
to the Australion mission. This proved to be a serious
handicap in the running of the mission stations and placed
added strain cn the existing personnel.

It would scem that these problems alone made the
succecs of a mission in sustralia very doubtful.

;& church in Germany

At

2077he unification of the stat
lutheran Churches (such as

B
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(Hannover) with the indcpendent lu
Hernonnsburg ) created nuch confli c
cir“W‘v (Particularly in some aust

as it was seen in sone
Synods) as destroying
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The odds against succecs, however, were further augmented

by the nature of the land and its indigenous inhabitantse.

In their attempts to cope with these two sets of difficulties
he missionaries departed radically from the original
Hermannsburyg ideals.

ct

The harsh nature of the land and the unfavourable
clinatic conditions made agriculture impossible at the
nission stationse. Yet cultivation of the land had been a
vital feature of early lernmannsburg missionary plans. Hot
only was cultivation expected to make the station self
supporting und relieve the financial burdens of its upkeep,
but it was also expected to speed the process of Christian-
ization by providing work for the indigenous peoples and
keeping them on the mission under the influence of the
missionaries., In this way it was hoped to gradually absord
them into a growing Christian community and allow them to
provide for themselves.

The missionaries inability to implement this plan
made their hopes of success unlikely. To try and become
self supporting the missions took up cattle and sheep grazing,
but this was never profitable enough to overcome the costs
of running the mission. IMore importantly it failed to pro-
vide large scale employnent for the Aborigines and most of
the missionaries efforts to find suitable work for then
failed. The nissionaries felt a particular need to solve

his problem in order to combat the Aborigines "nonmadic
nature', The course of the mission convinced them that it
was inpossible to establish an ideal Lutheran "Dorf", as a
basis for spreading Christian culture and religion.

Their foilure to establish a stable community and the
fluctuations in Aboriginal attendances at the school and
church services led the missionaries to alter or abandon
other features of their original plan. As the nission pro-
gressed the emphasis changes from Christianizing the
Aborigines and inparting to them the supposed benefits of
European culture and civilization, to simple preaching of
the Gospel.
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According to the missionaries the Aborigines now had no
future in the pattern of white settlement and this as well
ags their destructive ways convinced them that the Aborigines
were rapidly becoming extinct. /is a result they thought
that they could do no more than provide a Christian burial.

ssionaries growing disillusionment because of
these obsta

les was increased by the nature snd habits of
the Aborigine

s, who they were trying to convert. As a
result the missionaries readily convinced thenselves that
these people must be the rost misersable and corrupted on
earth and they failed to show any understunnlng for their
traditional way of life. The missionaries subsequent
attempts to alter this traditional existence without cone-
sideration for the sign ficance of its cercnonies and custons

was a totally unrealistic and uncompromising attitude.

This becamne nost epparent in their helief that the
Aborigines customs, ceremonies and whole way of life was
evil and an example of their anirmalistic stote. This led
them to attuck the integral features of the iAborigines life.
A cormon example of this was the missionaries' prohibition
of all Aboriginal ceremconies at both mission stations. Such
attitudes and actions only resulted in bringing about
increasing alicnation and antagonisme. OCnce the Aborigines
realized that the missionories main interest in their
language and custons was to use these as weapons against

them, they becanme progr ssively nore unco=operative. The

Aborigines indifference to the missionaries' teachings and
sermons was undcrstandable as thﬁy had little understanding

or interest for the nebulous religious concepts they were
supposed to absorbe The more the nmissionaries attempted to
overcore these difficulties the more uncompromising their

ttitudes becume and the greater was their disappointment
at the lack of success.

The pattern of white settlement was another important

factor in the failure of the missions. The iAborigines would

have had little interest in renaining at the mission stations
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which preserved the status quo snd did nothing to relieve
the inj ices suffered by the Aborirgines, The nissionaries,
woere forced to accept these unsati

sfacktory findings and stop
their accusations against the settlers, because of a threat
to close the mission.

The Hermannsburg nmissionary attenmpts nade little
impression on the spiritual and social organization of the
Aborigines they encountercd. The preaching of the Gospel
nes custons
and traditions. The only noticeusble changes in their way
of
of

ot

had little effect on changing any of the aborip
life occurred in relation to naterial aspects such as the
procurring of Iuropean food and goodz. The power of the
elders renained firmly established and despite the mission=
aries attacks the traditional cerexonies and rituals were
8till carried out, even if they were trant

u?

ferred awsy from
the miussion. 7This created a false inmpression among the
missionarics, who believed Christianity was having sone
succesas, Lven the few baptised Aborigines still retained
close links with their old way

[ #+]
S
o

quickly =uccunbed to
their previous un-christian habite. The Liborigines prime
arily looked on the rissionaries sz an exploitable factor
in their efforts to survice under the new conditions created
by the Zuropean puastoral scettlement

The majority of Aborigines came to reclize that their
rain hope of avoiding extinction was to adapt to the press-
ures of Iuropean intrusion. A sipgnificant feature of this
edaptation was the iborigine's policy of exploiting the
Zuropeans to compensate for the chonges in their environnent,
vhich had been neccessary for their survival. At the same
time they sought to preserve their traditional way of life
as tmuch as possihlu under the new conditions created by the

The mi:gions by their very nuture and through their

i~

neced to have lerge numbers of Abo ines on t

carry out their Christianizing aips became prime targets
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for the parasitic exploitation which followed. This sit-
vation became prorressively worse as the settlers forced the
Aborisines from their stationsg this applied particularly to
the aged, sick and infirm. The micsions beeare havens for
the verious groups of Aborigines, who had been forced to
gather there as a result of the settler's pa:storal expansion.
All of these refugees had certain charuzcteristics in coemmong
a need for _uropean food and goods resulting from the changes
in their environment caused by the scttler economy, and a
strong rezistance towards nuking any changes to their trad-
itional way of life unless it was esscntial for their
continued survivale. It was the later resson which was mainly
responsible for the iborigines' disinterest and resentnent
towards the missicnnries attempts to convert them to
Christianity.

Degpite the missions eventual failure they did play
an inmportant role in the pattern of Iuropean-iboriginal
interaction. The presence of the lermannsburg missions
provided cpportunity for the iborigines to adupt to the
Duropeans precsencej not by capitulating to the missionaries

ttempts to Christianize then and alter their traditional
ways for those of the. luropeins, but rather by their
exploitation of the nissions as a neans of preserving as
much of their old ways as possible in face of the pressures
created by the cettler's expuusion. It was this attitude
by the aborigines, who cdapted the nission to suit their
needs, which nade the T ali‘ tion of the nmissionsries ainms
a hopeless one. A

Under these circumstonces the Hermannsburg missionary
attenpts were bound to fail in achieving any of the ains
first enviscpged by louis liarms. It is difficult to imsgine
how any mission cculd have succeeded under such conditionse
Although the lernannshurg nissionaries were forced to

change and modify their original cimug they could not overe
come the obustacles presented by the land and its peoples

the bagic lermannsturg concept of ecstablishing an agrice
ulturally oriented,
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Christisn 00"wunity as the basis of a successful mission
provad to an clusive dre in the Australian interior,

Later miscionory efforts in these areas were to be
plagued by many of the same problems, which had beset the
Hernunnsburg ventures, and they proved Just as unsuccessful
in finding satisfactory zolutions to the situation. As
long as settler interests remal
ments letharsy tended %o ifrnore the Aborirines' position in
face of the ‘uronean expsnsion, let alone nrevent the gross
injustices they suffered as a result, then the nissions
with their limited resources had little hope of s

u
ft137 the Aboricines to the Iuropecan way of life let

In the final analysis it appears that the settlers
would have been quite happy to see the complete extinction
of the Aborigines snd it is somewhat ironical that th

"

ons of averting thic mein
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e, which was just as danaging in its long term
rds and bullets
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ined paramount and the Govern-
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enpting to destroy the Ahorirines' traditional
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Ae Jouth Australiasn Iutheran Archives,

These archives are at present located in an old
residence situated ot one corner ol ‘ellington
Square, lorth idelaide., ‘"his proved to be a
treasure trove of nmatericl incorporating the

conbined records of both the L.l.f.04. and the
Ueleleie The archives sre ecgpecially rich in
material relating to the Iutheran i«“lnnﬁ“~ attemnts
in ... and the H.%. Jgpart from tho officinl records
relating to the various missionary ventures there

is a pood collection of letters und reports from the
the earlw “*”"*Oﬁ““if" and officials as well as a

nunber of private diuaries.  The bulk of ny research
came from t.n records, I “uhscrl;tz, tnd periovdicals,

letters and wxsce]lanoous docuntents contained in these
archivo- rleVnnt to the iiernannsburg llissionary
involvement in sustiralia from 1866 -« 1L95.  .lthough
these uourccn preved cuite extensive they were not

as comprehensive as the lUission records from 1895

onwards when the llissions in Australia were complet=
ely controllad by the locz2l churches The archives

of the liermuannsburg lission ioclety 1n Hernannsburg/
Germany also posess uome raterial relatlnh to the
rniesionary activities in iustralia. It ¢ QC”P“ that
rauch ol this materisl overlapns the records held
fuctralia ~lthourh there are a nunher of 10 Lters
written br the missionaries, which were sent direct
to Gernuny. 1 was unable to co;g>lr cely top this
source and further research may unearth some new
facts, which could fill some of the gaps in the
history of the iiermznns®urg lission in australiaz.

a, OFFICI.I HICURDI,

¥inutes and Frotocol of the Church lission
Comnittee lLeetings,.

Journul of the inke liver ki
Chronil der Ti“slcnm station

Centrzal Australien, 1877 - 18933,
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The jcrmvf“"ﬂ re Missionsblatd this was the

Gfficizal 1 the llermanns—
burp ilission Jocifﬁf and it was firct published
in Hermannsburg, Germany, by Louis llarms.

this was a
ished in 1862

" Loncul, 4
ﬂ'r'u‘ it becane

jathersn synods
”luulCn‘W”‘VQHfUTH
After the split v
hecame the offici:
Hynode.

allpannina,
lernanns buru in 1873, it
oz.*;'_.un of the Inmanuel

v

Der ILutherische chern of. + this
official nonthly ﬁll(%-& +
australian Jynod snd was first pub
1875

Kenpe, L.ll. Lebenslauf, 184 - 1928,

F'reiboth, G.C. lehenslauf, 1872 =

“This is an extrerely interesting account
viritten by one of the colonists at the “inke
Hiver !'igsion and 1t containsg some uszeful
information azbout the last few years before
the mission was abhundoned,

Momrqn, j P Lin Viel ZLewegtes leben, 1825 =
% - UO'Mun was vife of one of the ;1r"t
nissionaries at ¥ilallpannina,

des PEIVATE LUITORG.
Jhe archives contained quite a number of pri-
vate letters written by the mis io“:rle‘ @spec—
ailly from the nissi : i oat
of the Ju.uV(nn,, h
reference to the 1
wards the
accounts ol
“hor 1' ines

daid s

1] e I b tters and

ro,o“tﬂ renrinted in the Church Newsnaners.
From the nature of these accounts it seenmo

reasonable

% - Cm ST Th -
v T ‘.*Jr ‘\.”:}3‘2 H .‘.::(!“- H \J

‘s Cn s adl

reprocuced in t‘ﬁ‘r entirely, without dele-
tions of vital infornation, h;i~H
the case in other publications

wus often

“ded @
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B. South Australiasn Archives.
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South Australian Parliamentary rapers, 1860 - 1895,
outh Australian Government Gazette, 1860 - 1895,
South Australian Police Report, 1860 - 1895.

Ingoing and Cutgoing Correspondence of the Chief
Secretaries Office, 1860 - 1895,

b. PRIVATE DIARIES.
Brock, D. Diary on Sturt's Central
fustralian I'xpedition, August, 1844 - January,
I\ "L60

- T O ORIM TS AT LTIV ONT N
Il e JLETEE - GO L a0E (."'L-l,l_i_ J oINS

A, Official Records.

Ingoing and Cutgoing Cor*o pondence of the Protector
of Ahor1“1nou, 1860 - 189

Reports to the Aborigines Department, 1860 - 1895,
All the information relating to the position of
Protector of Aborigines is at present housed in the
basement of the Department of Aboriginal Affairs,
Adelaide, .4,
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« Books and Pamphlets.

Andrews, F.i. "Notes on the Aborigines net
with on the Trip of the
u“plorln Party to lLake
Eyre", The Folk-lore, Nanners,
Onuto“s. and Lancucces of the
south sustralian isborigines,
ED. G. Taplin. 4Adelaide, 1879.

Gason, S, "The Dieyerie Tribe", The Tolk-
lore, I“hnoro, Custons, 8ni
Lanruames of the outh
Australian Aborigines, ed.
G. waplin. .delaide, 1879,

»schichte der Lv. - luth.
ssion in Sud Australien,
ssions Committee der Lve=
luth. Imnmanuelsynode in

Sud Australien, Tanunda, 1886.
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Teichelnann, C.G. Aborisines of

9 i il s Ko J
‘ethodicst Auxillary i‘igsion-
ary .ociety, 1841,

7illshire, - .H. ™he ;-_hc':f ines of Central
Augtralia, 1891,

Ce lewsnaners.

“he ~delaide Chserver.

South australian advertiser.

South Australian Reriaster,
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(Leipzig) Lutheran
Hernman nu‘mr'* lissi e, 1833-1900",
hHahndorf, .edey 1eais, Concordia
Seminary, Ste louis, lo., U...“.

A copy of this work is held on nmicro=f£film in
the ..i.rs

Gale, I "A gtudy in asgimilation, Part
Aborisines in Couth Australia®, 'h.De., Barr Smith
Library, iUnivercity of .idelaide.

Gibbs, R.M. "Humanitarian Theories and the
Aboriclnnl Inhahitunts of Couth Australia to
1860", B.i. lons. Thesis, Sarr Smith Library,
UanC“ ity of Adelaide, 19 b,.

Hartwig, M.C. "The progresg of ‘hite
Cettlenent in the Alice Springs d;utrict and
its effect on t“c hhoriﬂLr'l 7L“ bitaunts 1860-
1894", rheDs, Barr Smith Library, Univerzity of
Adeluide, 19€5.

Hassell, K, "The lielations betwren Jettlers
and nd()] igines in South .ustralia, 1836-1860",

N.Aey Barr Umith Library, University of ide 131

Kimber, R.G. "m investiration of reasons

for conflict between the Aboripines and iLuropeans
in the early yeurs of contact in Couth Australia
and a ubud" o the iAboriginsl reaction”,
bn\ubllnhed 03:18Y, HDefleile






