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Awareness and Attitudes of the Post-Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake Generation Toward Passing on the Memories of
the Disaster : An Analytical Report on the Fiscal 2019 Survey

Wi A BRI EH BERT- AR OER-& T

Hayato Yamanaka, Kiyomine Terumoto, Mutsumi Tsuda, Masami Nara, Chiaki Kim

January 17, 2020, marks the 25th year since the Great Hanshin-Awaji Great Earthquake. Over this time, several
generations have been born in the disaster area with no knowledge of the great earthquake. Yet the post-disaster
generations have a role to play in making sure that the memories of the great disaster are carried forward. To clar-
ify their attitudes and opinions about the disasters, a survey was carried out in 2019 by the School of Policy Stud-
ies of Kwansei Gakuin University and FMY'Y, a community broadcasting station in Kobe. The survey targeted
undergraduate students at three universities (Kwansei Gakuin University, Kobe University, and Kobe Tokiwa Uni-
versity) in the vicinity of the disaster area, with a total of 445 valid responses. A similar survey was conducted in
fiscal 2020. The basic outcomes of these surveys have already been reported in volumes 61 and 63 of this journal.
This paper provides a more in-depth analysis of the 2019 survey data. The analysis results are as follows. First,
with regard to the means by which knowledge and information about the disaster was obtained, respondents who
were from the disaster area and had lived there for a long time tended to have more opportunities to learn directly
from the survivors about their experiences and memories. Many also said they had opportunities to learn about
the disaster through their school education, in contrast, those who were not from the disaster area or who had not
lived there very long tended to acquire their disaster information through such visual media as television, film,
and the Internet. Next, regarding interest in the disaster and what kinds of memories should be passed on, survey
responses were roughly divided into two groups: 1. Those who showed a greater interest in the human narratives
of disaster victims and volunteers, and 2. Those who showed a greater interest in lifesaving activities and disas-
ter prevention measures. Regarding awareness and attitudes towards the disaster and passing on the memories
of the disaster, it was found that respondents who were from the disaster area and had lived there for a long time
understood the importance of having survivors narrate their emotions and experiences and were willing to play
an active role in passing on the processes by which the region recovered from the disaster. More men than women
expressed the opinion that it was better to erase the scars of the disaster and rebuild completely new. Finally, with
regard to methods of conveying the memories of the disaster, the three methods of direct communication, such as
narrations by survivors, school education, and media, such as recorded images, were found to be strongly inter-
connected, while the transmission of memory through museums and memorial events was only weakly related to
the other methods. Hopefully, diverse methods will continue to be used to pass on the memories of the disaster.

%7 K SUEIE. EILRIC, BOM - VORI, BAWRE SRME
Key Words : Disaster Memory, Post-quake Generation, The 1995 Southern Hyogo Earthquake,
Collective Memory, Opinion Research
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