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ABSTRACT 

This article investigates the role of privacy and transparency in the 4th Space and 

outlines their implications for the development and dissemination of conspiracy 

theories. We argue that privacy can be exploited by individuals and organizations to 

spread conspiracy theories online, while organizational transparency, intended to 

increase accountability and ultimately trust, can have the adverse effect and nurture 

conspiracy beliefs. Through the lens of the 4th Space concept, we offer suggestions 

on how to approach those challenges which emerge as a result of the complex entan

glements of both actual and virtual world across time. 
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1. INTRODUCTION

With great power comes great responsibility. Although that saying holds 

true for many circumstances, it oversimplifies several aspects that defines 

the relationship between power and responsibility. Consider this question: if 
someone has the power to do everything he or she wants, what constrains 
that person in exploiting this power for solely selfish purposes? The implicit 

premise of the power-responsibility-relationship points to personality as 
a constraining factor, which works for some traits (e.g., honesty-humility), 

but not for others, e.g., the dark triad, consisting of Machiavellianism, Psy
chopathy, and Narcissism, that tends to make power exploitation more like

ly (Lee et al., 2013). 
Aside from this, fear of social punishment might serve as a strong inhibit

ing factor. If powerful individuals consider other people's judgements im

portant and fears reputational damage (or worse), they might restrain them

selves from behavior that elicits contempt and subsequently social exclu

sion. However, if no one ever knows about certain acts or these cannot be 






















































