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Introduction 

The material for this brief survey of the Stillwater schools 

was collected by the writer and J.W. Bridges,now connected .with 

the department of Education of the University of Oklahoma,-und_er 

th6 direction of the School of Education of the . A. and M. College, 

and with the ass istance of t he city Superintendent and. his corps 

.of principals and teachers. 

It has been our purpose during all this work to keep in mind 
. I 

the kind of survey work suggested by Dr. Bobbitt dn his report of 

the survey of the schools ?f San Antonio, Texas;fl~hat systematic­
© c: ally looks to the good that exists in the school system, (2) that 
~ 
CJ') sees this good not as an en4 of progress but as gains made that 
rJ.:, 

are steps. to furt her progress, ( 3) thSit suggests constructive 

plans for furtber :progre.ss,a.nd (4) that shows the reasons for the 

~lans recommended so as t o permit ver~fication of their validityf 
lBobbi tt, 1). 

We wish to expres s our appreciation for t he efficient help 

and friendly eooperation of the city Su:perintendent,the principals, 

the teaching staff,the · city officials and t ~e tepattment of 

Education of the College. These people have not only made 

the work pos sible, ' they have mad e it a r eal rlea.sure. 



... c ool ti.3 U '!lOi...n ' ~ .1. 

J' Z ( /- U-'f'_ r/ J , 

,o Lin tnc e f i i a i ency of~ ~choo l 

vy.., e ., i ye ir. i 'ntil to 1reB ct i et, e to•ti f: 

h ,._' be ior nm t·--o 01 1 rurro ... e of' a " crt ·ir..·,1c the eiiic i o <'; 

of l'e eive GC" h o l '"y .. t en; t na to urri {. ut a. sa: i sf ct r· 1nethod 

ome of t l e d~r ort n ~ ,tuvcyo ve be 

m .. de overt 1 r • o -t oi t _c _u t. _r i 11cipll .... · and Loac ng iorce. 

uch tobting i· 1robubl; ULUall ~1 uleas ,- urd s a.result ~bny 

s c r:iool 1 OJ l , i:.vc c o, .. e to t ie conclu.,ion thai. ' c ... vor, ... ge zurvey 

i o v alule ... ~ . . 

It i the p\lrr 02 ~ of Juc.r ~,urv ey$ t d o.~covcr t b o dei cct.::l i ri 

t n.e re;: nl:;£.t i on aY1d ·orki .. g oi b. sch:.,ol }"':/Bte ___ to t o end thut 

tl e cf'ficicnc 0 f' t'- e ocho')l .v.y be i yrovod b;:- rectifyi re such e-

i0c+.J . r e i r or' ant UN· :i:c-n a t y r>o a.ri cs in t r e mi oi t · e 

t ourhtf~l skeJtic; uro auc, r!eioet!.: dP.torrni- ed? rs it i .J ly 

a m· t I ur ')f j 11de:-re"' t on t· e o.:rt o:f tl e invc;3 ip .. r r, 0r 

~y.; tc1·.c tic .... · ch€m~,.. r i ch L, u..ni v ers&l l tr· licublo,;, f C ' l..0 UC . 

f.l "'/,:t c 1 , b., ·:,l·_·· t ne~n~} .. n ir )m •}· nee has it. beer.i.. deriv e<'! , ~ a 

,.at i-· tl"_e ev i er.ce t tct ii ·:i ll u fl t 0 t e 3C o 1 f'Ji, et r-ri rnd er 

i nvest ip1ti . I'"' it rct-oonabl . t u t a. J t ru ~£ er cu '." come L ~ to a. . 

sc ol r n"rn i.!nf in ~r: r., ur' s , i t:e he able to ras , :l ( rome .L on 

cer &in 1·a.er of tho ~Drk b.ttnr tan t·c ~evc,er··ho h ' br:en 

· v" rk i n .. ·i t . e.o ruy.:il for a n1mbor of mont ia . 
I 

r.e ,hro rat i. n. 1 UC'' tior. ~.nd u t il u ... Uli..,L .. c, ry a ,s: €,1 

i _, f iv c to l em muc · 

\•,ill icll OI decf e"'r~ . 

~t o c mi · . t ';_,,.y t,bout ._4 iven ...-,choo l :Jy.Jte m 

o believe~ cLrti ,1 r.v i e 1 of .· o foll oN~ 

i r g f t.gc ... .., ill hel~ t ""ns·· r )}l t..11, of t wm . -t i .,eriou .. , ., · o cd 

th t )11un • EU' 1eri.:) ill ivo uc C --ivi u· dwri 

a d · c ts t t ill b better uble to 1 °'"' ,judfe e t on the 

goner 1 qJolit ~ of tt( ir r 11 n c n Ly tr n[cr . 



, 

.L e 1-r0f-H,tl ... ~ Ill[.;. c by c ild:n n <:1. t c ~ 1 , t rout I the 

EJ a e ., o 1 th t, c .. r:10 n sh c:) o 1 a o c , d ...; 1 t.. r [ e 1 ~- n t Lei r 1;;. bi 1 i l y 

t, r:1~naee t· o i mdl.ment 1 toolR oi leorninf b: et;.n,, of ,...hich 

u.dv -,co .. e, t, · 1 le,,rnire i E os ' ible . ~~ r 1111 ret .·on wEJ l1i vo 

given the t& aLra te t: in re~dinf , rri!ine , ~iellint ~nd tlo 

f·Jur iu cL .... mentc.l y. rincir lc .s f t:rjth.,otic , bclicvi ..,.,e t·· t the 

rtandtrd a t taiz cd in tic~e ,ill rive~ fair index to tte efficiency 

. i 1 10 "Ork t..S :·holE bei €. done b · t1,t s e ' ool • 

J 



.. 

L, . .t J..- Lr • 

:·veryone ~h0 has [ivon ~ny th ught LO educationLl ~utt ers 

recofnizes the fun d· me!lt 1 i mp"" r1,a.· ce of t.he subject of :te Bdi g 

1,· t e school curriculu, . .1.he teuchers of . till li.:i.er t:. ,y ear t o 
• I 

be am.,.re of this i p~rta :ce · "d there iJ mn.ch ej :f"octive ,;Q rk bei g 

doe i the v~rioua roo s Lo solve the rebdi ne 1roblo~ , but there 

is u alarrni e lt,ck of equirment , i hout . hie 1 :::-t...t i..:3ft.ct or ;· re-

!? ultE' are i rrpoc-.:; ible . here i . evido i l - a foclinr or the rt of' 

t.be nhcool authrlritif's thrt a room vr.d u te'"""ehcr ht.ve b .e" 

· rovjded t'iat G1.ll el..:: o ··ill sutomE..ticully t ke c a ro o1 i .,self • 

.n. fe;; fu r. damentul rinci uls mn.2t e deii.,t..~el. u a uniform-

1 , e.:itublis ed i tl:o i r.do o.i t .e veu.chi--g :Loree be ore .he bost 

re.Jul ts c· n be e 1:octed: ( l) · ht:.t are some 0f the bt:1.sic re ,wr:s 

"for tec..chi. 1 g rec..di g· ( 2) ·o, ,·ioll should c·,.il · 1 en be abl to 

re[...d ;·.hen the le .... ve t.. g ive n e;rude" ( ... ) ro\; rau.ch rendi .€ mu1 tor 

mu t the f.i. eraee c : ild r. vor in o r c"ier ~' ca~ . .r1 thi:.' rroiiC'io c ,., 

( 4) 3ince i:..11 01 1, is reodi f. r.i1" o ho ao ·o in the school Toom 

<1- a in lhe prese c c' oi tl·c t.e ·hcr ,h,, .. 11ch di r e c t ion:. o nu1,er­

visio ins e o five tot at reudi r.g tl ch 1~ a~- e 1uts ide of 

scLool'? (5) Hov rnun: acts of' supJlirnentar- reuders arc fur · i~;hod ;,.o 

the requireme ts? 1d (6 ) 3y ; t.t r,o nc docs a te ehcr de~.cr ino 

•hethcr or not hor rurjla he~ re c~od th i ; rc q1ired r r .i ici0 c· ? 

ost of 1 l.c e _ue .. t 1 ') s · ave been a .;1 ered ..,uti .. ,i'"""ctoril 

in t c mi dP oi oOmc .... :ill . ..," or enchf' ·, b t ...,. n · • f tbf,m ne .r.i 

to e · ~ f?ln 1r·~ara. i -,1_ ... .1.. ,.,,_1;. t inm · ~ • ' 111 i',\~ 4-~,~ r ul n f ... t:. • en 1 . ,ind, 



ccr t..inl l&ek '~ste tat i s isc r £i g v d 

e:xrensi ve t-J .:;iu.y t·· e loo. ... t . -

.. h e f 11 i £ are them re j J or:u t of a lon- liEt of 

1et.cl'); s i Jr · our ing rec.di. , giver, by ' . l 1...rt3e gr ~up of nenver 
(Bobbitt,2) 

1..ei~chcrr/\&' d t.re churacterostic o-f t 10 be : t a n.:1 ·,ers usui 11: given: 

'' ... biit · t eid 1 thn1thtfromnr-·ri1,e r~e . · 

"":r, lert: e1,..e n· of tho child 's u dert: ta• ding . '' 

''.Accnn .. te r,ro . unciation of .-oras . " 

,,.,..ase e. a r.aturalr. esti in the -prese-nce of an nu j ence . '' 

"An e l .:: r ed u derste di.,...g of t e comrlex rnrld in '.hich 

o ~ e liv0s . '' 

' :':1:f.ective~.es in I rc ,:; enti :g th ourht to a~ · udi e1 ce . ·1 

'' :'.":nlti.rt,oment oi tLc vo cl::l.bul~ry . " 

'' bili 1.y to find informa tio :n on · ny or ic • . , 

" . wider v L :,io n oi trH world t. .d deer er . u;1. t,._, symfathie::., . " 

1hese are all pro 1 er ,orth: motives· r a doubtless represent 

tho best t_Tpes of reaso • s for teac~ing reudiit in the minds of 

~till ~tcr te~chera . ~ut there is alm~ c t no eviderce that they , 

us a hole , h&ve ~ c ~mm·n co tral urposo in mind , u~ if the htd 

c o~ on rurfOBe t hey are not cur lied it the necosea1y muterials 

f->r carryi f it 011 t . 

l i ·o c risider t l c f1P1dame ..... i1.1 l rous r.. ior teo.c1 i n readi g 

to be to give , "an en l&rgefl u, dersta.,. a in[ of the COfl'lpleY . o rla in 

which -- no liveo,' the echo 1~- mu:' t be eqt1iJJed r, ilh a la"rje : 

quunti ty v a vuriot~ of mL> t.er i uls sni tea t o t he, v a ri ous ertAdes . 

The 11p er r;rudes ·~ 121 h ... v e : v jJn le b ,.., ks rr.agazi e s on a '1 e·i.:;-

1arers on ir.dustrjr, comf"1crce , trun:3 .v rt.&t i n , agric11ltnro etc. 

hey ne .d m ter i als on travel , lives oi 1 eo1le in other 1~ ~s , 

hi~loricul re~ai•g u cribl 

e 'T lev • "-" J . I\ ;,;iL '<J 
ne £0 s u bro~aencd vi 

seeing it. 

1.' ..,joricb , 01 treu . ,en .... ereut 
1--l-D' !' ) 

O...,tf'1'-¼v . /A,v._-t. c.,, ~ ~ ~"- -Ol..MA--r. . 
in of the orld bJ going out &n 

r 



If a pupil wi'shes to get a proper ·conce:ption of Stillwater and 
'j . 

its people he must go up and down its streets, see _the people at 

their work,their play,their worship ; visit the -business houses,the 

the homes,the schools and the :places of amusement. This information 

cannot be had from a few minutes study of a city map and a brief 

question and answer recitation. 

It would perhaps be a fine thing if teachers were magicians, 

•s s ome patrons have mistakerr them to be, and could by a few 
I 

passes of a text book and a few knowing phrases bring into the 

child's mind a knowledge of those important facts which lie 

beyond his horizon. The fact remains however, that information 

carLnot be gained by this process. He must see it for himself. 

To be sure he cann.ot hope t o see _ with his material eyes all 

the tmings,about which he must acquire information,but by means 

of carefully chosen b c) oks and magaz i nes he is able, through his 

i magination, to ' really mingle with the people of distant lands,to 

pattioipate in their activities and. be interested in and. acquaint­

ed with their situations. 

The materials by means of which 'these mental pilgrimages are 
. 

made must be supplied to the pupils of the Stillwater schools 
, ' 

if they are to measure up to the educational standard.a reached 

by pupils qf the hest school systems. It appears to be the conoens­

us of oppinion by t he best autho~ities on school standards and 

efficienoy,that most of t his reading material to produce the 

desired. results must be suppl ie d t~ sets and read simultaneously 

by the pupils of .t he various grades. 

What sets of supplementary r eading material should be supplied 

the various grades? In his recommendations on reading materials 
(Bobbitt ,J ) 

for the Denver ,sehools Dr. Bobbitt gives quite an extended list 
I ft;. 

of materials used by the best systems of the country and 
b 



~ ounders "l f' tl r Cou.ntry---- - -·-- - ---------------14 
tor ies oi _ndust r y~--- - --- -------- - -- - --------1~ 

nour Gr Pht tmt ric~n~ --- - - - -------- -- ---- -- - - -- -13 
·- tori e .::· ::i i C n 1 urn bus - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - l .3 
la .:t .. :ri cs of t}1e :-c.st--- ---- ----- -- -- -- - ------12. ·, 

"Junrle Book.- - --- -- - · - -- - -- --- -- - - - - -- - --- -- --- ~O 
e r r -c; i1t1ve-t1rcs of robi:n ,. .o,d---------- - ------- 24 
orse -tori os - --- - --- - - --- -- - -- ----- -- -------- 23 

,cndo r Book-- ---- - - - ----- -- - ----- ----- ------ - -20 
r• .... cle f emus- - - - - - - ---- - - - -- -- ------- - - - - -----19 
eid i--- -- ---- -- -- -- -- ---- -- ---~- ------- -- ---- 19 

~angl e ~oo ales - - -- -- --- --- - - ------ - ------- - --- 18 
.uys of the ood Folk-- - -- - - - ------ - - -----------18 

Ameri can r e rcet::' oi "' ist or y-- --- - - - - - - -- - - - - -- - --lb 
Dog of Flande r o------------ - ---- - -------------- 18 
Broo~s oi Br0oks ~&si ~s -- ------r~--------------- 16 
Eomerie · tories-- - --- - --- ---- - -- --------------15 
~tori es of the )hirteen ro l onies----~----- - -----14 
Fru;:; Lnd Johnni e '3ear-- - - - --- - -- -- -- - -- - -- --.-- - - 14 
2tories of l ~dustr y--------------------- - -- - ---- 13 
Gr ·eat Arne r i c1:J.n Tnduetr"ie P- - ... - -- -- -- - -- -- - -- ---- -- - 13 
Famous · ·en of Gr eece- -- - --------- -- ------ ..- -- - ----11 
Story of T~ysses--------- -~- - -- - - ---- - ------- - ~10 

8,n r li•ne tar · mat ori a.ls . or seve , th e r a de: 

"Ccrrenter ' s Geogrur· i c Ll 1 e&der s -- - -- -- -------- 44 
'ales li.' r or; Shuke spe hre-- -- -----· - ------ - --- - - ,-- 28 
Ame rican ~ere ~to r ies-- - - ---- ---- --------------25 
Gra ~dfatter ' s Chair --- -- - - -- -~ - ---- ------ - ----- 21 
~ives of the Hunted--- --- - -- - -- -- - - - ----~-----19 

i-. Hunti1~£: of the .t.Jeer------- -- - ..:. __ __ _ ,. __ _ _______ 1 9 
Adyentures 0f Gl ys~es---- --- -- ------ - -------- - 1 7 
il e S vtu •diSh-- --~ ------ -~ ---- - - - --- - ---------- 17 

'.treasure 'lf: le..: .d-- - - --- - - -- ---- - ----------------17 
:it.le ·en---- - --- - - -- - - --- - -- --- --- --- --- -----16 
little .. ome_ .. ----- - - - -- - - --- -- --:..- - ------ - ------16 
Birds bnd Bees-- - - --- - - --- -- - --- - - - - - -- - - --- 15 
Discover · · f }he )ld .,.ior·,..hwest------------------15 
:"' f:'llf:h r~1st 1)r Stori es-------- - - - -- ,-- - - --- ----15 

L ~S Bri Jker~------ -~ ---~---- - -- - - - - - ----- - ---15 
Irvi r g ' s ~ket ch ~ook ------ - ---- - -- - - - ----------15 , 
Cartui ns c. urageous - - -- - -- - - -- --- - - - -- -- -- -- - --- .15 
!:> tor;. · of the Lomans -- __ ..,: ___ - -- - ----- --- - ------14 
~r ec k ·=· tori e 1::1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 ;; 
Christmas Csr0l---- - -- - - - -- - -------------- - ---12 
Boys of '7 6--- - - __ ;_ -- -- - --~-- - -------- - ---12 
In the Boyhood oi -~, i ncol ,.---------- -- ·- - - -- - -- - -- 10 
A; 13, C ' s of -·10ctrjcJ.t~--.- - - -------------:- --- ---- l0 

"~·a r· ,:·1th:JUt a Country- - - -- - - ----- ---- - ----- - ---28 
Zkotch qook--- - - -- - - - - - ~- - -- --- -- ----------- 23 
Uncle ·om ' s Cabin -- - --- - -- - ---- - ------ ~-------~-16 
Ivar.ho--- - - - - - - --- --- --------------- -·--------i6 
-ust ~f · n "nhi ca ·s -- - ---------- - - ------------14 
l're~kl i.-: ' s P.ut0bi oe;rar1 :·- -----------------------14 

fJ 



~t r i the Greo :s - - - - ------------------------14 
~cur oi the JomLns------- - -- -------- -----14 
Julius Caes~ r~------- - -- ---- ---- ------------ -13 
·:roch .Ar·en ---- ------------ - --------------- -13 
,ickc. ' ~· hri ctmc[ ~to ric s -------- ------------13 
E;rc 1 ant nf Venice- ----·- --. -- - - -- -- --- ---- lZ 

uuil~i f, of th ut i o ---- -- - -- - ----------12 
~meric s -nv e 4 i ~s &~a Inve ors-- - ----- - ----12 
,eer ·1a.:•.cr--- --- ------- --- --- -- - - -- --- - -- .:1 

..... -o • oars of ire he"' t-st ------ -- -- - ----- -- --J.l.'1 

None Jl tht books i t~is lonr list are furni shed in sets 

f or u .. ;- of t e r des of t. tillwuter schoola . ~lie first a~ 

~eco1d gr~~es 'ro uch be ter sup1lied with_rewding m~te ri al. th 

Lre ary of ~te other er~dcs . }· c th: rd grade re~ds o l ~· ')ne th.1 rd 

rot..der each half' o1 tne yea.r ,ith nO other &csign d su1,plimcntt.:.r., 

1atorial. ,he same i s true 1 ,r the fonr ·h , i'iith t nd sixth g·rea e 1. 

A reas on~loe ~urrly of this reudi nf materi a l in sets ad ~~rtial 

s ets · ill be less exre ·s ive Lhu.n ms.,r n1 irot ar~ear . ~· c c ost of 

u~ . u. dred or u few t· ousu~d such bo ks would be s ~all as com­

Jarod Ti th the eLo:r,:;ous 1a~.tc, w i _ch no•, resulta ir~r:i tr-i g to 

tel!c:h fac ts i' h i dt ory, ee 'J[ rv.p1- , ciYi r s , scio ce etc. "ithout 

~y clrc •1 ln ti g thp· e bo 1~s i r m ro om 

to roo 1 a irom buildi ng to buildi ~g . ( n~ki ~[ o e so~ serve e 

rurrosc oi v-o r r des w· er ro s ~ible) as is now ao ~e iit th o s.ull 

f ma eriul he f c ~oo l r0~se~se0 , the p 1rchhPo of O"e boJk 
\ 

ao~c 1 or more~ 1ch books 1or ~uiil. 

For tl1 c. . cve :•t i:.nr1 cig th gr1;..(1es we find thi::: .,,ot o in the 
(Stillwater Course,4) 

course of' stud A~ 't ...... ve J.U ~i .H3 co nsult enc clorc ,iit..S , 'dicti n .... ries 

{:n d other re a ro "! ce ··o r .:::3 or n tc ._; -01 inci-

de ta in t he select i or ro ud . , erk ior u iul ~11recia i on ,1 the 

s elec t i on re-...d. _ake .o ct.role s )r ~ lovcL ;,;e rk·: /lot· i thsta ... di ~g 
• 

tie C'-'"a 111 c ...,t i 0 ·s ohi a uc' e c·ucf'N'ti .' , "C f eel ~urc t t it 

i s m1 ed eof icul , na il foll · e'l s:rsterni · icully .. ill ca1h,e man. 

} lJ ils t O bee e diGCO'lT,~f"Od a to lo et u r~vc oun · 1pe ite 

ior re· dinr ,· t ter :.rhic '1. i i. the bus i v e 8 )f t' o ache, 1 t::> f'o ster. 

1 



~eac r er· mus d i u vil1flli..., h bet•,;een or s tu.dy , li tercr . ~nal-

., .Ji.J. dicti. :.c;..ry .ork na r, din[ . i.11 ure 1, prot ... .-,t bt1t the ti .. e 
I 

-. r me' h _as . h ~u1 a d i1 i er , a d tl:.o tec.cher .-ho tries to t.ccomr lish 

..,evcru l f t. e..:ie as s 1. :r:lir~e _tc.r t,J , or co rdi ::.te .. i th , tne 

YCi:..di r[. 1 ... son ,ill ft.il vJ mclke::, tL,f• C , ry JT,1 re.5S in a y 01 

them . 

tudcnt£ rr.·i.1t re a mt ch r. -'I rec.. ra. idl'7. t·t .r L1E ecrl l er 

_rud es hcve sur I i or'I t' cm wi..h ·• he e:.ech1 .. · i cs j r r~ ad i ng , t ~ ... re 

~ot ~a be e~cour tod to rcu· rajnstakin[ly. loo~inr up ever; re­

fcre , ce u..:. r,~c c r .. o of st id, su[g c . ts . ··nc'1 one :ie s on u 

j ·ur ey i n ierson he does ~ot un er~t~ d thor9ughl~ ~11 he s eei 

Le• r ..:: a 1c .lis • • i::i c , ;crie ces 1;-. h- rur1 r1 1~ u a ho t: e tB tho 

bif er ~hin • , those ; .ic h corne , .. i thi r ~ h e r . g·e of hio i 'l t ereets 

r ~:'l J•.de r stir diYl£, t.h ce e cu.~ n e t.rnd tric romai rdcr i 1 f't . 

c ~am e fa tg hol ~hEn he roee on E mert~l ~"urncy as ; el_. 

1r e "C , -ro h· v o '•d more r nctjcc i '1 ro ... ·J r. . s: ... oul • bu re-

qui1ed , aB .-.. 1cruae\t , e s to r;y o 1 t . e Gr e t 11/ i... r ., t o 1 :)0 k p o 

ever;; river ..... cit. me n !. io.ricr.1 , consult dict i ono.rr ~·or 11 t~e 

nh es .e c~ ot 1ronounce ~ d go to the librur: 1or ~11 thr his-

l orico.l f .c · n rci'e rred lo ··hicr· ~' e n t cle·rl rcc~ll. · e 

.oul. rebGl. at I ~ho r . o,r vu r sta r an urn OQr utte tion to ome 

lire 01 LhJUf t 7her . tho re~tri ct i Jr& to J l J, rc -s would be ±e-e~ 
I 

u.n ,.-"hen tr10y ±t.11 o,it · i ·h ~- eil' 

te .1.c ,t. r "' '---nd le, .v , s b oo l ret 1r ·i nt: )n 1~~ in the ovo i nf a.f er schoo l 

ll 11TB to p .. rti ciJ c;.. i c i ~1 the i 10 t bal l e,t.me or otr,er er,ro t ·--.rer e 

t' cir ir~tcre ,'t t. a <:.n1 hu a..'""'sm car climb :. =i Dol:. r ""' i tr u t lr,t or 

· j~nere ce. 

Tetu-: c :.o" e 1- i s irnme h •. t ,, ..... g h:~ cri t icism ,ilt a uq,itati or: 

± rom tne an 11nto io :..,urvoy; '' ' e thinr .... eed e cl j or t I· p tra.ini ne· 

(in rev· i f:) t.re b okf. , m a:. i ne., n.rd r.e ·· .. r. ... 'for ur ,icle, • -he 
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.... h uld . bo things orth ~h ..... t recog~ized hy tho iurils. 

he· shoul be well writte , it resti rg articles a a suited to 

the 1 u il 's compre crnsion. When these things a.re surJ.lied, the 

thing-s furt.her nt edc, L.re more bo k,=i, m'lre magazir es ur d more 

well writ '- e .·u.i table , ewsri:11 er a r ticlcs, a. a ai te r those st ill 

moro.'' (Bobbitt,5) 

. e have € ivon co sidcrable sra 1 ·e to this ruthcr ..., overe crit­

icis rn of the equir ,Je_. t f-:,r t e t..chi ·g re&o i n£ , a. d i t if e .. c :-urae-­

ing nov; to :· ote the ·r. lend id results this cor s o t e t.., her.·· i c tu-
' 

all~· produce in spite oj thi. [reut ho.ri dicar . As vrn shal l sho •· 

presently, the applicetio~'of tho s andard t e ~ s in rc~dirg 

prove. tha :t111-at cr purils ~ 0 ld close to the average tor ~11 

cities ''here these s e Les ts hu.ve bec,n [iven exce ti t e eighth 

grude :hich goes notioabl ~· above the uvcruc;o i --i r t .eB e on.or ci tie . . 

.:iefore ,"e discus t..he te.::i Ls and the tabulc. t i on oi the re­

sults, lo t us say a ·.o rd co ncer ing tho methods. emr,l oyed i n tet.ch­

i? reeding. As ··e vi s ited from rO Jm to room t..nd listened to t e 

reading le 0 son' the follO,"liI .. g outline wa s ke t in mind -. (Finley,6
1
). 

(1) Does tho tebcher give attent i 0" to Lhe rosi t i 0 n of the 

yupil while rebdi ng? 
I 

· (2) Is tho lesson ta1ght, or mer 1, h.eurd ·~ Does Lhe t eacher 

·ee that t e rur ils get t~e main c ~ tent & a th Uf~t of . the les~on, 

or · 1s the less9c sim1ly u ord rer eating task 9 

(3) DQOS the teacher h&ve t• e rurils do f'Orn e s ile nt. read i rig 

to gain thought and i nt orpret t..L i on , u.a t .en 4#ive it Ciral in, 

his ov·n ~o rd s? 

(4) Is o.n·· att en t i on oven to yhov:' icr a"a ··· rd drill',' 

( 5) Is tho re t.n;" 11-se mc,ri e of a1r:o.mat i za.t io n•:> 

( 6) , i th w ,at rad doe ri ionnu.l roudi nc cei:... :c. e? . 

(7) how ma~ bo cks aro read in tho fir2t u .d Feco d. grude s ~ 

( u) · hen is th< I rim ~or L to rdu ed in , Le fi~st grf.de'"' 

I I 



( 9} ,i th h · many · .rdB urc the children familiar be ore they 

tako ur the book'. 

e visi to roadi n cla . ses in eie:-ht difierent ro m~' during one 

eek a 'l"' a in five of these a r;,uificicnt amount of care w~s givon to 

the rositior oi the pupil whilo rcadi n • I n four of these roome 

the pupils wLen a.eked to rea.u rassed orderly to the front of the 

room and read t o the audience . In the~o rooms , the position of 

the rurilb ,f1ile reuding ~as quite good with fe r exoeptiO!~.and 

these seemed .30,r:ewhet co .: f'used bccau.sc of" the visitors . 

In two ot he r ro oms the positior,s , ere f'a.irl ;· good but not 

uniform. "he p11pil.., stood by their nesks a .a rer.d to the teacher 

rather than to their classmates. ...,hile the riositioY\s i n t}.ese 

two ro ms \,ere not uniform i t was evident thst some instruct ion 

us to th e proper p osition had been g'i.venl r.ne of the two remain­

ing ro rus was a first grt.i.de wnere the pupils ··ere struggling 

to master the mana ement of their bo 1k~ and the other was an inter­

mediate E,rade v;here system seemed ontirel:; lacking . 

In two of the rooms teachers seemed satisfied if the r1upils 

co:il t, say the centonces c 0rrectl.: , and nothi'1e whatever was said 

about the thou ht of the le 8eon . n four roomv some questioning 

was done at the begi r. nine; of tho le~,s o.n to uscertain whether or 

not tho :r:upils understood the ·sdJory . In the remaining rooms what 

mca.[or questioning n:i.s done :ms done tit the close of the reading 

exercise . In o e of those rooms the questioning revealed the 

fact that t l1 e r,ui: il did not ·1 a orsta ... _d wh t the ;, ha.d re o..d and the 

tet.cher realizing that ..1he h ... d 10..,t the 1,eriod turnod to hor vis­

itors , and ;i t oome ombarrasmont m~de excuses for tl~ 1oor show-

i nc the: had ma1c . 

In one room rupils wore askod to f ive in their own words ·t e 

thought of th i;a.rngra.ph, but ot r;.c r .,cuchcrs ussu:red us that the 

Fractice is quite common i.1 m n-· room . • 
)t-
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ere observed t.o prono1 ce 

or ds p.o et i call y or tn a·si.t the rupi ls in do i ~ sc . rt ,as 

observed t'ut trc u i ls in these rooms ere able fort c most rcart 

to ma.st er v-,ord~ 1rnaided ond required very little holr from the 

teacher . ne teacher ' s lovi que~ t i o !1. , ,. •• ho can nouib.a the second 

word i n the third li .e for · i l ~.iam· '' bro 1 1, t ' ret a-~. resy.onse a d 

cJrrect a.nn. er , Ti th &. confus i on th&t 1·m.s noclig-ible ;1he c )mpo.rod 

wi t so .e ot:hor me h as · o observed in .other rooms . '"ar,: 'ti ll-

mi er teacher., cou.1 I rofi t c,:rc£;.tl ,- b:r tho s Jlena i examylP- of 

this te cher ana thei r attention should be culled to her meLhod 0 • 

no t(achor sro~t the entire ten r inuto ~tudl peridd in 1 r o-

n,uncing words for her r,upi ls . 6 Sto d at her douk and Bd 

i,u.r:,ils rui:3ed tr..e i r hunds , she called Lhem by n~me nd the-:, etood 

nd "pelle tho · ord in que:·t i on a a f:he f ron,··unced . his cer-

tainl7 wa~ poor toachins . he math . a ,· l;i.s per.hui z; p.1.r1:A.llcll,cd in 

quality b y OilO ot1cr teacher :ho ·doptod tLe convenient _met.10<1 of 

a pointinr· throe children to paGG quietly about tho roon u ~ pro­

no11.rce for the other rupils . nuri!lf; the O":t ire stud- period the,:e 

-
' three gave all their time to teuc·"in 0 and no .e to their ow11 work • 

. ne primary cs.cho:r ~;·ho is £ ivj ng splonclid atte ,..t ion to onics 

me:nti ned i;·ith some Jride i':Li.t s.ho nud rronnuncod but ore ·;:) rd in 

er ro0m :luring th entire year . ..o uro .u:re hat in ~om. of t1 e 

l o\•,or grade r ~oms an ovorc.,;ge oi some hu dreclc of --·or i:: ... re J re ­

nounced deily . If he at tent ion of tho:c,o t.cs.chers co;1ld be called 

to the methoci.: f eome, ·{ho are doi . €: srlendia1-· in this matter , 

as man.,· are , it · oulcl be a startli .... p revela i 

bigi nin of u eb:ful revolation. • 

a d pcrrEJ.r,s the 

.t: reasonuble m1J,rnt of ar n.aLizatioy i .J d .c in t .. o fir .. H 

~P d ..,eco d ·gr des . ·euc·ors i t~e~e erado are & are of i tJ 

value;:; and mo t of tr m know quite ~ell ho tt) u c it to 1:.1.ov -~ aee , 
\ 

but trese room0 h ve an EVf ra o of abou1 thirt;- iive UJl i L, , - · 

/J 



t e~e jn t re0 rivis i ns--, ~ n.,..,dor t _c·o c r o.vded c nct i l i _, i t . 
i ,._, i mJ osvi1blc i iv e t c i:.ro1 or ~,!L U t o f t i me to t , i s i r:!.z;ort• t 

J h .... Be of t .e work . 'ome dr rnht i : at i on i ~ do c i n s ome of t h e t ,ird 

~nd fou r th grudo roo~.J . .e found no evi dc 'l cc Lhe.t any :vork i n 

dr a ~ti~ation i s one above ~e fourt ' er de • 

.b o r nal re· din i n co r• t imted through the eighth gn.i.do . •any 

c i tied do not conti nue 1ormul reudin& . beyon t i1e sev o · Lh · eur a nd 

this a .,u 'le acc oun t tJ for t ~u fact t n ut t he eighth e rar1 e i n ,:,t ill-

w~ter exceeds t ho ~t vnd ard a · era e by a noticable m&r[in . 

1he arnonnt of r e·uaing. materi a l covered i n t he fir t a nd sec n d 

g r a d es i -. v ery sutis facto r : • ·' e f i r , t r ade re'- d ~· t no pril.1/ ers 

u d two first re&ders int .e rcgulbr class work . some primary 

r ooms re d 0n e o 1 :10r sur pli ncntor y set bet1id e8 a cons id erablo am un t 

oi sight re~dicg • 

• he a econd gra de resd8 t wo soco d roa dero i n their regula r . 

c laBf' ork a nd a t."lI lime tar net i G fur ·• i s hod for s i ght reuding . 

::. ome o t hr r materi t. l r ' ouln he f'11 T J1l i e t i s £ ra~ o . r , t :h e i rs t 

ere.de t 10 book is t o.ken up at H e bo[;i '. ·i ng of tro seventh vnek . 

~h i s is t he requi rement of t he cours e of s tua ; nd it i s an herea 

to for t hem .... t i:urt . B ,!;_y' of cxreriment one of t ,· e te .... chers 

co . tinued t 'i e s cr i r t through eigh t fu 11 weeks boi aro tuking up 

the b ok , ihile one oth er t )ok up the book at t he beEin i ng of 

t ho fift h wc- ek . ' The teacher w . 10 t ook up the book at the becin i :ng 
• 

nf t l e nine t "eek rcrr ot '? tha. t t h is clus mt,.d e m; re sat i f l-:.cto r y 

proercos tha"l rove oi t r clunses i n her rooM , ·mic'!'. took u:p t he 

book ~tan earlier date • 

.. ·he num er of ·sorns t ..... l fh t boforo t e books are tc.ken up ure . . 
r:o t unijorm , b t r anee s from :fifty to one hi "" drod thirty-four , t h e 

la er 'bc,i nB t e number loarr cd b~~ t ,~e cla s n Y:- 1 i ch . took ur t t e book 

at t!. O bf)einnin{ of t he nineth ~, l k . ~c t:rveruge n mbcr 1 r0m yeur "liJe4r-

11 



h , 1er . Jo some less tran .,cve .. 1.,_ - iivc . Som :.:i ;,·st ems sav e t· .. o 
. 

l. L dr od us tl, e fi en dar num11er oi' ; .. o r d~3 to b() mast ered bef or e th e 

bool L t~ke n · UIJ • and u.~ l O,ie d t vrn l ve · e eks if n ece f. , ury as tl1e t i mo 

i n vf .ic h to ac('ompli sh tr i D . ~ · nc e on e of' ti1c s e s~ s t ems 1.as a stu t e 

·ia e rer u tat ior 1or i ,s wo rk in pri rnbr r e d j g . i t ~~u1a sec~ 

t hat "' t i l l ,;<ate r mi g11- i ,.,reti~ e t o ~0 v 1-. lu[ e t e t i me a.na t e number 

of ···or a ::.1 to b e ma te re d . 

hnvc u r e 1 t eat • 

o uu the le~sL t h o l o ge r period should 

.Lhcre i ., a t e .de:1c on tl. e c r t of' :.-, Omo t e o.c r1er .. oi the lo"'·er 

gr do s t o i iel d t o t1-- e 1• '1pt~t i on to h1:~ve til e pu ils take t l-.eir 

b ooks h-,rno u. .a av e tr·o i ijn;ot·,, ers o r o"tn ·r mem bers oi the f amily 

tea.c 1 t he re~d i n le.· sons o them u d thus relieve t ·ie teacher of' 

hor e reatea t task ar..d rc sponsi b i li tir . ea c ers as f ~r down a~ the 

s ec " a and third gr ad e s ,_. ere . o~ r a t o P~P t pupil s , by ·a:; of ex­

cueing the ir J:,0 0r wor k to tb., vi i t or s , as · ell a.:, to re r r ve, ·• T 

b.m f' r u i you f OT£ o , tr· t ake ; "'U T bo ok ho~.: e l ast ~i g t; . ' ' t i s l;l. • 

\, ell e.Jtublis • ea f t.ct t ' at ru1- i l s ,tnd er t\•,clvc . e ur u f t.ge sho11l d 

a no .o~ e ztudyi g ~hat ove~, and t~at gr&dc r u r il s ov er t~e l ve 

s · cul '_) be ~xpectea to do outs id~ etud; for more then one hour 
(Moo;-e, 7) 

a day A , rue . i t i r r.:. ve r , co ,wen icnt L.T 1 a ngme nt f or tl e teacher 

t o g ive a l l of he r t i rr. e fo 1 c c..ri y g t h e r,u r, i l s reci t e t~ at -.,i, ic :. 
are 

the..y have he En to.ur.,t at h eme . bu tl1c .:rn home r·eO ' le ~ o "'Ot 

i D their l r o re~s be caus·o oi L o 1 oor me t,1 d B o l o~ c d • 

. o ont i or:i i n :fas .. · i nr: t· _ut t o_ t e c-h e:rs of t ill7mtcr do 

uch or a l re ( i n£ to t heir ro J 1t. . t.r. d that the ir e xa ,,1:- lo s . ~l . st 

·vi h )u t. ex •e ~i on , are mot;t .. , r thJ of' i I itf .... t i -1 , . t n one i nte r -

mod i u l, r .., o , Vi d i tod t e t e t. c ,.o r r e"" <.l t n o ..,i re le .. H.h) , a se l o c t i o, 

of r,oe t ry , to L e clab.:; bei r e Cel-lll nt o t t c r u r ils . e i B a 

s lendi r c~ der a n i t w~P n~t ica ble wi .h ~.ut di s ti c tn e se of 
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c.nunc.:i:...ti n u d 1 · .. r e, . ..:, 1 i 1 lec 1 ion m, .. ny of t l::e ll~ 11..., imitated 

be r s r l , a i l e-· t....m 1 1 e • .c rt.t er co~tn n t'ri tici...,ri is true t a, 

te· c ' ,e re as a l o 1uil to cct res il t~ i . r ~di .g largely for the 

reason t hat. the. lt.ck u.bilit to reud ·voll t .oms elv~s . it does not 

apply tote rrude tebchers f till- ater . he ubility oi tiePe 

tewchera toge1 er 7 it ~ t cir zcai for results is doubtless t r 

reu3 ~ vn; 3till. &.t er ruriils 1...rc ip t the ctu"ldb.rd e.vor&go in read­

ing ability, in EJito oft e lack of sufficient rrate rih l \ 11· 

~hich to tench rebdi ~~ prozerl~ . 

Because of' the greater rur, i j t:· with 1rhich trte tests can be 

gi en , and t o siniTlicity wi tJ, which the ca bo accu ra t ely ra t ed 

cilent / ra·~er tan ~r&l,reodinf tests ere f ivcn • L.e te:::ts ue ed 

. cading ~ests~ ~n1 ~ere devi ~ed 

b;-; roi. · • / . re lly ') l" L.c ··mi;oria. ·-orms.l " c 4oo l • .' lthough t ese . 
Le., ts a.re: co.n urtl t i vcl:, .. e ;; , t '- o . have bee ricd i ~ ~o~en~ of 

• 
ci ' ies Gena wi t t' ousa.nds of J:Ufils c..nc'I the averL-gc r o.,ult i ·rom 

vesti g ::5U<.:h li...r_ 0 numbe r s r: . ., be .... cce1 tc 1 a tandurds since tLcy 

wi 11 likely ot vary mJr t .. an u s1.,all i'r&.cti n of a r erccnt by 

t~1e res ,11t ·- of their fllLure u se . 

r e~e toJto wore dcsi£~el to mea ure tho threofol r6ading 

ability of t l:.e r upil: (l) >i s abiiit;r t, -re .. a rarinl;; , (2) to ror 

witr com re i--onsior , und (...) t0 ··ive c•o tinuous att e:?1ti.r:. diri f 

the exercise . 
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Results o± the Tests. 

r 
Grade 111· lV V 

~ I 
Stillwarer 4.6 9.4 12 

--- 1 Cushing 1.4 6.8 l~.7 

Standard 5. 9.4 13.4 I • ,.. 

- G"raa:e Vl Vll Vlll 

Stillwater 13.7 16 .4 22 .6 

Cu~h~n~ 
13.3 12.3 22.l ,.__ ___ - -

Sto.nd..a rd 13.8 16.5 19 .2 
--· -

St il3.wa.ter Stanaard I I I / t 
• I f I f ' ___ ...., ...-4-

-1rrl3-__ p ___ p~ ~i n~ 

' ' ' ' ' ' ' l 4' ··-~~---
, ____ ...,....,,........._ ..,._,. __ ___ 

8 12 12 20 22 , 

lV 

• 

V 

Vl 

Vll 

Vlll 

--_, ~ .:-'--.;.__~ 



iho tabula i o~ ~n· di~trnm s10w~ t~ut til l ~ntor ruy ils rend 

lmos :, as · .ell t;..S t: e avor.:: go of' t r e o t,1 er cit i es whose nr ils have 

been snbjf'cte-'l t thiA s.sr.1e tct~t . "·e ·.,ave Lilrendy ment i onel'i the 

i~ct tat , t i lln.ter c : tir,ucs i'ormt.l rcu.din.g- thr011g-h tLe e i ghth 

gr de ·:hilo mo.::J ci ti s stor ior .,t..1 rot.di ,g ·v i t the c m1 let i or. 
't'll~tt,,,f 

oj t e seve t ., 01.;.r . · ho rc.:3 11 t:.i w uld in i cu e thi..t thie '" of 

. t i llw:..te:d, is u 10.:. L..g .. rL.ctlcc . 

It rr.us t be r.1cr:tic !':;d :· re t 1t. t t:~e tc .,ts 5ivon at uc ine; 

were [ i von to only ' ne room 01 each 2rade ~. ile i n 8tillnater they 

··ore {; ivcn to t>.ll t c ro )ms . 

SU. !UAI·.Y and ("I TGG.,..," 111 "'NS. 

Addit i on<--1 ··ui table rcL-:H ,1e. m&tcriul Bh ula_ be su1 plied in 

set for all t~e grades . re first a uc~ond grades ure be ter 

sui:Jlle d. : u t 1e oti,cr fra~oc , but ~10~.c a ditionE:.l r,;,a.torial is 

needed . 

I1Jpils a.ro cxpectcc1 t ; do 1 oo much home study . o ~ome 

stu<'ly s ould be reqniroa oi urilE: n . dor twelve yeurn of age . 

·6~t of •e ;~ hers re roo roudora und thiH iact iv crodit­

abl; re1lee .ca i n t .e re~ai~g of th0ir ru1ils •. hore i J much 

v ~lae i n the 1r~ctice oi doing c reasonablo ar0urt of reucing LO 

t h o 1ur ilo . 

fhe 1ractice oi c cn ti1mj £ iormul rer,.ni e tho rgh the eighth 

gr ... ae is 
I 

r oducine v ur: "'athd~~t Jr;. re:;:;ult ., , ~ d iB to be nost 

hi[ t ly com ,cJdcd . 

?'an7· t e &crers pronource f a r too rrul"' wqrds for t _eir ruJils . 
I 

.1.he.:;e te1;.cl'.ers coul r.roiit gro·- LI;-- by ohac:rvi ·~g ·re yle" i 

me tr.od'J e·nr loyed b ... omo o -ho r . t, ill v:,[. tc r ei:...cter s . 

upils mu~ t Mpt e askea t_ give their t:~~ to ~e s ist in rro-
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nou.nci g w r ds f or the i :r c l a.t·smu. t c s . ,.,h i s I r e.ct i c e rob v U•em o1 

tteir o po r t1nit( t ~ stu dJ , ~nd t heir quali f icLti ona u.r c t oo 

li · itcd f or :.hcrr. t be 1en i t .. od t'J. as., i st oLE;; r s . 

11 l onger reri od 01 8cr ipt rc t.d in [ i -- tr·( f ir st r r 1.:de , b e f •; re 

t h t:. book i ·· taken 111, , h ,'lllld t c:,..' e t.:.. r eal i" o t . 

'"' o r e t .. itt-<: n f.L,, n must be r i ven to rh n1 c s u.r.a v.or "l drill b;l 

s me t ee cr s . h it: ·~· r k shC'ul c be r iven s eya r at e f rom· ·t1~e re-

eulur r ccn i rg l esnon . 

s hJuld be l iven to qtiest i oning 
I 

th . ru1.il ..:. for t h e i: ur1-oa o o i a.scert u ini ng •;hether or not they 

u nder st.:.1r.d .hut tb c1 '.ave r oi.d . 

':'~0 E..ver&[ e ro ud i r1e:: ~bili t y 0f ~ t i l l v:1:.1.te r pupils is ai3 hi ch 

as t1-- c av t r &e, e fipr toe otror c i t io :::i , here t:_e,; o s1,... r.e t ests 11ave 

be en us ,d . 

• 
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..:. I ... h ' r, 
.I. \,, 

o te>t, i r. r,ri t hmet!bc re s _ine7L. t le.· ., ti .:i iuctory and 

rel i c.- olo L .b.!l the t e ; t,_, i t he o thcr t, h r c o s u bj cc t.., . .,hi cl ro.·ults 

ir l'T t e f a <"t tr~· t t.bc mt...t crl ... l u ..:-_a -ns the · - tudebaker ractice 

··xerci · cs. 11 the a rrlic Li o s ; f - 1 i c r e ·:; l s e d t o be rf: . eaten 

t r erl" on l t h o · !:,e .. 1.,lmC • · o~cv c r , re or·s OJ tLeir ~,ir '·' t arr licati o"'l 

i :r .to. number 0 1 o t t. r s c 100 1 sys ems 1-:t.vc rn . n tabuli. tea a,..o t. com-

1 urL:: on of t,he r c:::·n 'ts ib u i !led J rorr: till ·:,~1.er TUJil... i tl tr: e s e 

averag a givea · roas onabl~ t..c cur ~to on of tt e ~bili ty of 

... t illw t er y u . i ls ·::i t h .,ho uverar::e .::i ob t ui ed 1rom many o t ' or Jyst e . s . 

11 e ,.. tu debc.ker r uet iC' e ~xcrci de ..:; .- et.. l nl:. w.i i, the io11r 

f u d• on~Ll ~ c f ~r i m~t ic , ud iti -n , sub t r ~c t io 1 , ,ulti r lic~ti on , 

t.n d a iv i..., i on • 1 e ~, e .,u i.... TO 1 r 11 res." i vely a rra. .. f of , t·o.-·u comi "'E 

l t.. er i '1 1.he .. ,erie :J bci f more dif ic nl t al t o·ig the y t... rc o be 

fir =- t of t ,.., c Perie • nr Or ~oats ~ e 2electc 

b o t to m ol.' t e ,;jcric::.. , N i (··1 p .. n .. l e l led i n di ffi c ul t;>- , o ft..r ~ .J 

··e c ou l d e1c r rr i ne , .. o , e of t h e ~t"'nau rd tes,s i n t l o f ·rndt.mc1 t a l s 

W•' i c > · u 1 i l~~ oi ~ iven c. r ... dc 1., re ex1 e c ,l. d to co ru: lc .., e i n she 3 .,.e 

f i vc ti e . 

'...r ese tu ob ""ker exo rci ::.i e s r.Lv e be t:. -;, c.,, r c L1ll, co ::1 i l od u. . d 
" 

hl..ve be n revh.e r' fr o. ti .. e -:.. o t.in,e us i nio r at i n on Lhc i;r uJrli­

c t ti on "C"' nc 'J. ·,ul9teo , 1 +:1 the e :"" crci -~ es i r e ll fo ·tr divi i or:s 

oi the iund~ment&ln p~ rcll el eu h other t hrou hut t h e ~erio~ . 

·i1 at i E t. 1 uri 1 sr1ou l d r u to · s h i gr in o.n. one oi ti e i u "'dbrnc t.u l 

an • e do e i n t he ot herr , nr.d fcJ. i lu:re t o do d O would innicb.to t bat 

rii s 1 re1 ar,. t i o·} luck~ bt.l& .cc &. d t'.a t a l a r t. t r 1 ro or ,i o nul 

[;. 1rn t O drill .sh0uld be sren t on that rr a , e of t C r, ·rk :i. 11 .,hich 

hi s ... 10 ·.,i g i s i: oor ur: ., i l e h t . .., gain ed f rofi c i e:ncy i n this e qu .... 1 
to h ie ability i nt 1e other f1nn ~ren t cls . 



.. 
i our co m1a.ri.,o bed. eu t }, ",t udebt..ller r r oblo ms vd t ·ne 

c t no ._ ra t e StB & •o C)rrect , a. 1n r i l n·oul d c cr:.1 lote t uent y- t 'lvo 
I . 

oi t e ~adi tioi J r oblems i n t 1 e ti nc t.11 :,,,,oa in or ,er to:;.t..kc a 

gr ,~ e oi o .e h ·1Yid red erco t . ( l'ho r robler,s arc the S t.rr, e f or 

ell t he , r :. dcs but less ti me i s allo·,c c i '1 ·:1 i r t o co , plete t. ' e 

e recise s a: ~e r a ss ur t c t r a es . ) ~' eref re to sho~ hn ·ability 

of f'eve r.ty l orce ~. t , u ur il mu., t corr.r: letc a t le .s t; ;., ix to t-.:, or' t ho 

~dd i t i on 1r oble us i t t he ti o. Mei~ [ iven credit Jor r roblems 

t hat ~re c o 1Jete~ nd ~ho~ o tinsw6 r S ~re correct . 

gr de in the order of tncir r ati ~g. he score of t nc ~id Jle s htct 

or tho [.Vere f e )f the t .. r :n id dlc she ( t s , - if t r e nwqb er ttu d evor. - , 
,. 

, es take n a 3 t he medi ~n s core lor t r e gr ·d o . :he tects ~ere five n 

nJ y t o tl.e r r aae s &bove t '· e t..,i r o , [.nd t' e re .. ul ts r, ere ss folloi~s , 
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The following are Bb~ples of t r.a problems used in t ~e 

tests i n arithmetic; 

67 
98 
23 
48 

904 
367 

426 
46 

8)2416 

78 
98 
03 
27 

847 
692 

812 
37 

4 )9456 

ADDi t I N 

66 74 
49 
56 
66 

• 79 
56 
60 

SUBRTACTI ON 

784 
375 

606 
284 

MULTIPLICATI "N 

963 
78 

DIVISI ON 

6) 1794 

607 
94 

7 )3563 

33 
38 
10 
94 

1324 
618 

496 
39 

5)1100 

24 
26 
30 
72 

1258 
709 

627 
60 

3 ) 6692 • 
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• 
If' we obsrrve t c r l ot of t1°i inior ·10.t i on on t. e a c e om u y­

i ng §r Bfh , ~e otjve t~at [U ilF 01 t 0 t ill •.t er r~ 001 : r ro • 

a ··· -01 bovc t e a vol! c e in ti.bili ty 1 o us e i '· o i' · r f u · at.. en liul ... 

· i r re t-to r -~kill t1~un t c;· u d d L..nd . ub vr uc t, . t n :....d d i t i on t hey 

f 11 .ilig t l , b ,lo-;: tho 1.u d t. r n i 11 a l l .t he T l d e s below t h e 

nl y t o t r ~des ~r e ~b vet e ~t~nd~ rd i n sub t r bction , 

a rl t e re i s t r ate r VL.riat i 1'l r ero t·un i n a·dition . !l1 divL:, i on 

t ·- o fif th ur ... a ..- i xt .1 r url es f t-11 belo, 1,he ... event~ i:,orce·nt, line , 

er.d a ll a r e ... b cve ti.o ~t '"' ., du rd i n .ulti i licu.t ion save t f7e ei g'r th 

ru e . ' · o ci eh..t gr td e ·a · .,.. urle E'n ch a f uv or<-ble :-1h o irig i n all 

the othe r t e .Jto , i nc l u i ,£ the ot ' c r t' rec f lr. dume ritu l .., of · 1;:ri t h­

r:-:e t ic , t , at ·rn fe ( l 2· re t : · t V10 c ' rl i t i Jns .e r e i n .. ome way a b­

no r r·al und th t ~: e ~ or inf 01 tt e t eLt i ~ ~ul tirl i cat io n doe ~ n t 

do the . j ut~t i c c . 

~ost of t o r o.m; , ould i ndicbte t h&t t i e - t illv tor s c f oolz are 

a bre8 t of t J e e .: t net oar, f or t.: c e0• .. 7 li }, i :c.g re ,.m l ts i n e ri ti-

rre t ic . 1 c c n r ,_, e oi ~ ~ 11 J r. ives the foll o, .. ing e ... ccllent aa v j ce: 

•1 r1 c cle cnt u "' f uri tri r• e t :i c ·r c- b est to.ug t b_y ·ne ans of t:. " l.ual 

ob,j e cts • vo i t ~e rural~ ub s t r ~ct ~' ' e ~l i t ie cc c re ~o. 

. ·u.1ia i ty i s ,::..,c nt i a l in , L.th a ticul cr .. l culut i onz . c a t tai n t h is 

the re ;;1hot1 d be 1re _::uc ... t drill :., i n ud a i t i o , ~-ubt r ct i ') fl , .. iilti­

r•lic i..t i on , an· d ivi i n u :a ,: i 111 r p r ohl r·,c . "' - 1,e~ki g of t, e 

first r a e , t e 011t l i e c ntir.ues : ''Fe .. e rbc r Lr t t e ,_re t 

thi n to b e c co~1 li ~or i nt i s c r hde i o r ~ i ~ und v ri tinf . 

n o t wo rr:· i f no o 1 ur il s · r t sco t o ta.kc t · nu ,b cr ri . '' 
(Moore ,6 } 

· Tl).e be~t e.ut ori Uoe/\ · ro •' D.[[' e ..,ti ,£ t · ai no ntur.bcr , r k be 

tw1 ht i n the i i1~ t [ TD e c . c e1t ~n£ tie io" ~ mbi r at i _na th&t c oae 

ur i n cide .tal l j n t e ot'c r re ula r ,e rk , .ni l e f"' 1 c u t orstiee 



oifc r ing "'vhl, ,. fltL~u.e thi ... , 1 r <.1et ice l,11r r.u g,_. 

the firs t iui.1 of the s ec nd ;·e t.tr , U v ·· ell . n 1r ctice ,e iin 

f ,e oi t e 1i1.J t 'tr ~( e t c ""c L.r..:, l iving nore t i ne t o number ork 
• 

tan oitlr r the court:rn oi .-t 1ldy c. r recent ". u t' orii,ie t, reco-.,end • 

.E r the Gec--na gr die , v, e i Ld t11e c ,ur"' e of s tud~ s u gt,eat i ng 

ti u.t: "I ri..,c. r y nub r b u k (be r l ced ) i r, t'.e 1:e.rds f' tle r u111 s . " 

" .. i ~ BUf cs iinn cer o,j .1:- i " n,..,t bDcl:cd ur b - r e cent uu t~. r i 1.y or 

th e be~ t r r ~ct ice . 

·o -Jt of t 11E eu<'he r s se.e ·, t ht.v o 1 _stL r c d qui te -.·,ell tr c ul l 

i ~ro r tbr t e r t of k oe i ng a l l t -o . uTil s bu:y u r ing t. e exerci~eo 

in ~ri tr~ctic . ~o-o few, h~ ever , ~oul d pro1it gre t l ~ by th e ox-

a yl es of th o ~a j rity i n th i s reEJect . a r 1 e ' c trrdea e r oom · cannot 

bo r.an~gcd t o udban b ... ge .. i tho u_t ~~y"ter:ia.ti c rorc..r a tio.n oi the o rk 

on tr. e p r t of t ho t e• c' r. ~ome f c, ~t illwatcr t eLcherc ure evi ­

'1 e-tl y f &i l i rig t o m· k e th i s r rerur at i o • 'fl cir vork i s not, d 1ic­

i e '71 1;' t our:ht ont t .... uke the le!lst po ible ·.nistc o f t i o o t he 

rart oi the .ur ils . Th s e Le uc hors ~hould be allo e o , ev en r e ­

qui r e d t to O ;;;. erve t be mot},ods of' thos e t eacher1.:, w· osere 0 ul ts 

t .r e .. oro C<...:t i ..:;·1·c1., or ~, . .... uch 'vlbi tint.. i s now encour aged by he 

, upe rintend e ,t . but e. m1)r e ,1< t 1~f tict.or ;· o t., od o IJ r ovi Hnf~ t i mn 

jor t es v is i ts sl u l d be 1,or }:.cd out · ~ son t.S ·po .-:, ..... i bl e . 

: e h1:; v e n."Oarn d ihEi-~ , t i llwu to r 1 upils uk e a L oJd -~ho·· i 1e in 

a ri t1· ,ct i c . It mt1s t n o be o )8erveo t.ha t t hL-, cfficie c; i s 

b ou(J.1t vd,th a cor , i e r a 1 c ri~e . ''he i nte r '1ediat,e [J& es ::,re. a 

ay r oxi ~tle~~ e· ei f" th of the Jch~o1 t i me on a ri thmo tic ~hile 

t'.o s even t · sna ci ghth r od es oevo t e on o ... ~i xth of th e t ire t. i 1e 

to thj,.:, ...,u bj ect . d ye t tho r <., re '110re f uilnres i n £i rit h•;1e t ic 

t an in ony othe r u b j ert . "ore thun ten rercont of tr:< enroll­

__ en t oro re Cbtint i n ~he f Tadco , und ~ore l arEol y becaun ~ of 

f ~ilures i n ~ri th~e t ic t han f r o"£ y ot er ~no c&us e . 

·e t u e;rrcs~ t hi c o~ t i ' doll r a ~r 

t r-i. t-1 t 

e rtc . ....re t i e 

g r es te. t od • . i l l 



averr.e:,e vor · y1oa.r one ....,even t , of t; ent i re ti c . 'hi · ~ &ns th1 t 

•n . re t'hun fo r th • usand dolL .. rfJ re · nmi.. ..... l ;; exr er-de for tho ur­

l oce 01 teu•hing c ri .. r.~1et. ic to the £Tl.des . ~ut vcr ten rcrce t 

i!..il t o pu.::;..., i ,, a ri · l1 1;1c tic , an therefore four F·.area n llur:.:: or 

ore are. s7 e r>t t'r.nu~,11;· in teachj zig J upil ., · hr..t; they ·t.:v e t,l roe.. ;, 

beer. teught b: t iailod t" lerrn . 'l\h is lo s:P i.; t oo j rOiJ.t for tho 

number of rur jlv i nv olve J , t."<l "!U''t lc z-:.:iin e if ro2.· ible . "'ho 

los '1 in .. nc y i s t e .::•nc l _ e ot i 1 cm . '"'hE: lo8. of tfume· by t : ~ 

ru il i ~ the troa.test c or: corn but the 1 ""t. effort on t he rar t of 

t.he te ... <'her L : ... ls &r1 i 1rorto.•1t :r-£.tto r • .i.hi:..-, li fort wh ic> is 

:r.ow sr e l'l t .:.11 tet..ehing t-i,ha.t the . ~ pll ha., .ce covered must' be mo r e 

l ure ely s1 er. t in tho d ireci i on oi ~b.-01 •1, o J r oe re..:;; .... . 

[ov,· can -;,;ii,.., los.., 1)c re 1odied? J. 10 course in urith•.etic , 

ur.<l in ot' er bruncr e" t.5 ·ell , ,,houla be ...: o rra•1£0 thf.. t a smt... 11 

pe rc< n1, of the .brig ter ruri1r-; ·· i ll ho r~hle to ft.in "'e or t..,.o 

~eare · ~ t~e· g o ur throu£h the [ T b~ eE . (Al nost rone a~ 1hie now . 

J.his gain 7ill t-cnd t. o ofi's e t the lo.JG occas ionoa by the reJ e o t crd . 

Strayer suggests, ( Strayer ; 9 ). t1a1, t'c ide 1 ·ituL:t i on 

i ~ 'e i "'h iC' h the nu .. ber v.l: o gai n a f ei:- e l n-•· f i ven ;· e tJ. r tii::· 

e ··ur. 1 ti tlo "'U h1 r who rerev t; in t·c w.., rk t c' have o.,,~ 

:i'h r e Sc e rrs to . be e;. co ..... ,1 .• f ~el i e am one t e ~ c he :r.s tr t the 

Il'l ber or· au lrr n il f: is· rlwu.~'3 J.urrcr ~an the brig·1ter one f'l , . 
~;t' ing it · .eans tra t tl e r e 

are an ;D ny rnr i l f1 nbnv e t _( o.Yer affc _as t. ere aro J ur i ls below it . 

I f t··c c n rGes of' stud:;; ·.;;010 mad e out vdth the t..bil i ty 1..,._nd needs 

of t : e "t.vert..ge rur i l" 'iore clearl~ i . i nr1 , a a so,:1e sr,e ci ul ·. lr 

Liven to 't. es e br i ghter JUfil..., , ..... s v. cl l a. the , ll l ,__ r one d , the 

number of' fllf i ls ', 0 comr lo t.c t""O fn. ,., e a ·i n one year _.,ill to d 

to e ,lul · t ·e n 1!1.oer of ur iL:, ;·,1.0 mu t n E d t;•Jo ears to c -. ·1 Je /., rr, 

·Lhe ·,ar1oi o e gn .. de . J.'hc 11;...rto u 1,1ocr f rege1..te rs woul:1 sn.{ cest 

tr-at the or k is outlined f '1 r 1 e_our p - f rnr ils :·ho ... c noili ty 
,. 



r vika c o n Sid t. r ubl £tboye 1:.e ._v rage ztt. d .. rd . .1. h e s c r.oo l t ries 

to do m' re i n a ;1e-r ,r £.n tr e "1..- v c r t..ge -~ .naont'' c ... n do 11~1d er the 

c il cur r tt.. • c c s c::..nd do "ld i t i no :....nd · t Le JY:3 t c.:i a u ut ins thi .J t.: ieeat l oos 

i n t iM.e and m nc y E.s c.,;. r e ... u.l t . 

· • ·rintea ·' eet.s c ontcini ~e r roble no i n t c fou r fn!",)8menttl p or ­

at i ons of \ i J: le n ) rt bers u o ¼'rac l i ons rel.dy f · r .: .., 1 ui i on . "'00 

much time u. t r esent i..., -:.. I ..-. t b .. t e ~che r ~ i "' c orying ·1rill :v rk of 

ti.. c ' aru.cter n t he boarc ...., , t-.•· ct b:J t r e u ila in TE) 01._ing i t 

f r ! t':c bo&r' tot r i r p q cr . -01:·fnc 1 ng L . ts of i i ure.:i f'rcm 

the boar i s ~l to ge t h .r ~ 1rore r excrclu o occuoi onbl l T ior the 

r,c ~)\I.D.11 . : i :r ~ r i od , r)u t .=: uc' ,o rk ha5 nc v &l u e o.D ., !1 oxerc i 2 c i n 

ori t r e t ic , .'le c o..:: t ot· t e t. c ine; ari t. hc . . t ic i r '"t i l l wuter i.--; to " 

1 resent co1;inc yroce ~ • 

~1hese -~ e e ls can be obtt.inc . . 1 r or. t..!, :, uso 3c ~li n£ in Fc hool 

. u11,llt; '' , ,~ a t"hoi1 c :, .. c L , V(: r : .r.Jrr.in...,l , i f b ou :r. in lots of 

t.. fc"'; t hou. t d . In urf i YJg t he u ~o oi ~,uc h r·.e. t r i ·-1 i n t h o Bchool s 

o f t .r A t o .. i o ... ex ...... a , :3J bbi "t t Lys ; '' .. e t··1c .i~·- iv c r ccnt i n-

' . he su"!'1 e r e snl rs no...- 1 a 

ci:..n be ud 1,~ cor. 'i e :i- .... ol l e -,P t i r•,c • . , 
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SUMMARY and SUGGEST.ro~Ts. 

a.i---e 
The tests in arithmetic ~slightly lass satisfactory ;t)1.¢~ 

than the tests in the other subjects. 

Tests were given in addition, subtraction, multiplivation 

and division. These tests were applied in all the grades 

above the third. 

As a whole Stillwater pupils show an ability in the 

fundamentals of ari tlimetic above that of the fifty cities,, 

whose average· makes up the ·standard. 

Stillwater pupils multiply and divide with greater skill 

t l. an t hey add and subtract. 

In addition they are below the standard in all the gradesJ 

tested 1 excepting the ei ehth. Only the sixth and. eighth 

grades are above the standard in subtractiori. 

In division the iifth and sixth grades are below the 

standard. All excepting the eighth grade are above the stand-

ard in multiplication. • 
Both the directions in the course of atude and t }!.e methods 

observe! in most rooms indicate tbat Stillwater is abreast 

of t : e if~ r;ett ods of teaching ari tbnetic. 

Somewhat more attention is given to numbers in the first 

grade than the best recent authorities recommend. 

Many teachers do not plan their arithmetic lesson suffi­

ciently well to make the best possible use of the time,given 

to the subject. 

The school spends about one seventh of its entire time 

on aritpmetic and yet t · ere are more failures in arithmetic 

than in any o_ther subject. 11his indicates that too much is 
\ 

• 



. . 

-

expected of pupils in arithmetic as compared to other subjects. 

The course should be modified so as more nearly to fit th e 

needs of the "average pupil". 

Too much time is at present lost by teachers copying I 

. 
problems on the boards,to be recoppied by the pupils. The 

school should furnish printed sheets of practice problems 

for t h e grades. The time now lost in copying is worth many times 

t he cost of t r1 is mat-erial. 

JO 



SPELLL.~G 

From the thousand word list compiled by Dr. &yers, "by comput-

ing the aggrigate of 1400000 spellings by 70000 children in eighty 

four cities," we selected for each of the seven grades avove the first 

the first twenty words of the lists on which the average rating for 

these eighty four cities was eighty-four percent. The words of the 

list are the commonest in English writing and are such as Stillwater i 

pupils of the given grades are familiar with, and their ability to 

spell the words they are likely to ba.ve occasion to write, as ~ompared - '1 
I 

with the average pupils of-other systems, can be reasonably well de­

termined by how much their average rating · goes above or below eighty­

four peroent. 

ihe lists of words were pronounced by · the teachers in order to 

avoid the slight loss usually occasioned by haveing the words pro­

nounced by a stranger. 

The List of Words. 

Second Third Fourth Fifth 

by seven trust eight 
hand forgot extra afraid 
have happy dress uncle 
ring noon beside father 
are think teach comfort 
live sister happy elect 
had cast begun aboard 
kill card collect jail 
over south file shed 
late deep provide retire 
must inside sight refuse 
let blue stood district 

make post fix restrain 
big tmvn born royal 
school stay goes objection 
mother grand hold. pleasure 
street eutside drill navy 
three dark army fourth 

say band pretty population 
game stole proper 

come 

hand JI 



.- ixth eventh '": ieh th 
• 

aomctir ,es often meant 
declare storr,ed earliest 
engu.ge • .nJ ,,ilbn w et.10 r 
fi raJ. theater dis t ingu ish 
terrible i mrrovernent cons id er' t ion 
ur1-ris e centur:· colonies 

r erioc'I total ass.ure 
addi i on mention relief 
em l cy ar rive occury 

ror1ert. SU1 plt rrobable 
selo ct as sist forei rn 
CO:' '"' OCtion difference exr ense 
firm exarn i Y\at ion resr,ons i ble 
refion 1arti cular beginni ng 
co nvict i.f'fair ar.i.lication 
l rivaie course difficul ty,, 
command neither s cene 
debate local fir.al l y 
crowd marria£e develop 
factor: further circumstunec . 

~esul Ls of t ho Lest in s.elling . 

Building: incoln ,.loot Jeff ors on ___ 1 ___ ____ ! _______ ! _______ l-------~-------i ______ _ 
{lraa es % ' Gr uel es' °'b . Grad ef! . · ·;, 

___ ! _______ .! _______ l _______ l _______ J _______ ~-------

2,A .and B' 81.1 ' 7,B ' 77 .1 ' 2, 1 51 . 5 1 

___ J _______ l-~-----~---~---..!-------~-------~-------
3 , A ann B' 92 .2 '7, A 81 . 5 ' 3 , A 90 . 3 1 

---'-------'-------'----- --~-------.l-------~-------
4 ,A Lnd B' 76.7 '7,A 77.3 ' 3 ,A 86 . 3 1 . 

-- -l-- - -- --..!-- -- ---l- -- - - - ·-J ----- -- .!--- - - - _ .J ___ --- -

' 8,S 73 . 3 ' 4,A 77,7 ' 
---~-------J _______ J _______ J-------~-------l ------

'a. a 84.1 ' 5, ~ 64 .7 ' ---'------- , _______ , _______ i _______ J _______ , ____ __ _ _ 

'8,A 74 . 6 ' 5,A 90 .1 ' 
___ , _______ , _______ , _______ , _______ J _______ ,_r-----

, I I I 6 , l I 65,9 I ____ i _______ .! _______ J _______ J _______ J _______ ! ______ _ 

6, J 84.9 I ____ , _______ , _______ , _______ , ____ -- , _______ , ______ _ 

6,A 78 . 5 ' ---~-------! _______ l _______ ! _______ ! _______ ! ______ _ 
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The above teble shows how the ,relling ability of 0 ti 3.l ~ater 

purdls compares ·~i.t 1 the•Ayer ' s sta. ,, dard . For the lare;e number of 

cities , whose ager.she is n .. e b&sis for t i::. is stan dar d , t he c.ver age 
.. 

rating on thi s same list of words was ei ghty- fo ur . rt wi l l be 

noted t ct a l l the lrades ~verage below t h e standard excepting 

t >e thir d . · · 1 • e a r e unable to ascri be other than general reasons 
'l 

for th:i.s:· rather poor showine in spellj_ng , but t1 ome of t;l: e ro oms 

wh os e a.be r age is exceptiona.11;::; loi·, oh ould be lo ,)ked in to • 

It i s ~otiuable t~at one 0£ the second grades made the 
I I . 

poorest showing in the ent ire 't est , a.nd that a third grade room 

i n the same school· muoe t t e h i ghest record . If these t h ird grade 

pupils were as poor wnen they- came to the t: ird grad.e as were the 

pupils of' the s eco nd grade teet,ed , thi::1 third graa e t eacr. er must 

have do ne or1e of two things ; either sLe has dev ised a wo rkable 

rlo.n for i .riprovi:ng th0. ir spelling very rapidl t , or sl:o 1~as given 

t oo much a.ttenti on t o spelling and. nai:1 ma e :r, rog_resn ,i n this b anch 

at the expense of othe r m1bjects . I t vvould be well to make cs.re­
fu l inquiry into the me Lhods ·emrlo " ed by thie f,each er a.rid see 

that some othe r teachers, whos e pupils m~de an 2nsatisfaator~ 

'.;'.'he [ TaJ;h of · the re :::ults is so arrange d tl:at it sho;··s the 

i ncr., a ... ed difficulty of the list of words as we i:,a;;::1s up the 5r ;, .. des . 

~1th this i n mind i t will be observed , t ~at there ~us· not onl: no 

advanceme n' in ·ab ility t o si.ell' ~hen we com1,are tue third ood 

fourth grades but t h ere i s un actual loss . This means that if 

t he · same lie t of ~;or es had been pronourr· e d to these £rs.des that 

t he third gr&de would }1.ave averaged above t.ho fourth . . "' e list 

for t .he fourth grD-de were only t en 1:ercent more difficult t'1an 

"the third · grade lioyr e t ti:e a i f f crence of ·r e averagos is eleven, 

and nine tenths 1ercent . 



T e i ::!ipOrt nee of Llli serious loss ill be m ·· re 0.1 ft.re t 

if we iollow the [_, r aph furt~1or. · he o.dvanvoment from £.H1do to grade 
~t_ 

through "rema.inder of t)-1e cram:~1ar school is very uniio rrn and al-

mo'-~t parallelo t e Ayer ' s stnl'.ldar • Po. •o u'er, the;· arc re v~r able 

to make up ·t;hf E: lo ~s and they ini :h t .o eirhth grade i..bout a 

year behind what the sto.n0ard exrocts of t · em. 
' . 

f the_ fuurth 

frade he.d rne do the same rroeress as di t e r nnes above t, .em 

inc tead oi being a . ·ear ber.ind the"' ~-ou 1 · ac luall·, be i ... t)OVO the 

s t/ndurd through·)ut the course a.i t er as ... i ng: the .:.. eco ·d grade. 

I f we refer now to the t,rarh on t e followi ng po.ge , ,e observe 

t 1a~ one o:f t'1e t ·r:o fourth rade rooms jnot .seld t .e r- rou hd gained 

in the I recoc din era.re , while th e other ro "m of thL, t r ul e ad 

ac,,uall,; lo::,t c round in q: llirt abili-+y . But more alarming ., et, 
I 

( if .. e fol lo , th~ grar h :for t. 0 1 oorost S l O .-. lng) , whe pur, ils f:.ro 

pussed from the fourtr gra le to one f ift'. e ra.de room t e ~· continue 

to co back\vs.rd. 'ne B fj_ ft ro "'m averc.rea s ixt :11-four and l? even 

tenths which i s mo re t an ton porcen t les s t an the _poorest four t 

grade u··eraged . ;,~~ i s means t at thL", fourth c rade room of' ·v,hos e 

spellin · ability'\ e have beer. co ur, lo.ining , .nuld huve ru:.i.cl e a 

better s io",7l g U.an t h i~, 13 fi i' V room on t"'e eu 1e list of w) rd ..., . 

It is onl · he: n tl1e sho;,i nr of t h i z B fi ft i e:radc i averuged ;:i t 

the ~1r.1e did · rec · r - of i.11 0 t w A fi f t 1 divis i ons t na t t. ore i J a 

sho 1~i ng for :r: ro f ress. 

... e no,..e 1rhat there- i s a . ' . ot icahle rt r. e of tho r ra.ph f r t e 

seven t ond eigh t· ra :i es, r ich t'78 account i or by P m fuct; t ho. t 

i n thes e grades ti ere i s de1 &rt :ie r:t al iris t rue vion, a a one euche r 

hears bll oi the spelli rg • 

.... palling i tau.eh· for t he 1mrpose of ci vi r.g pu1-.ils t'i e 

necos-ar a.'1ili t:1 to t ut ao·.n i n 1rorer f rm th 1,orts they ··ill 

likely 1ave occa3 i on to rT i t e. Fr tis rc~son racticall~ tll 

sr,elling lesc ons should bo \, ri ten and tLe ,Jr ds oh 'l l d be confined 
jj"" 
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to t 1 e i'e. ;r tho:ii:: and , &.t most , which· tho 1 u~ ils c.. re mo::-t like 1. to 
} 

have use for in their iu ure writing . ,1..'he first of thet~e ..:; uc:; es -

t i oris are now fol l owed rat Jer closely by ~-e J iill ·~ter toaclers 

as a whole . IIhwev er , we sa some lo ng li!lt: S of grude pur:ils s:pell­

orall_y in some rooms. ,;o teachers , so j ur a .:: we kno v~ , follO ':. S 

t h is me tho cl reeularl; ' but v e are cr-n vinced t hat much valuable time 

is lost by this me .. hod in come rooms . · '"'he k oy rote in all teaching 

is to keep all t he pupils bun:: , a nd ':"1h. n t· eif · rupi 1 '°' s ta.nd i n a 

line e~ ch wa. i ting his turn to spell the t ;.,ro or three w rds 1 ro-
.. 

n::iunced to him each da :1, th~be is an appalinz lo1c-1e of tir:e . 

'"he second sugr .esti "n , th&. t the worn r.- be kept ithin the prob­

able ranJe 01 t t e upil ' needs e re not a il htered to so closel y . 

There i s no cho i ce i n texts , as that matter i ::: f i xed by 1 i , r-.nd 

we are sure tt1&t the "klahoma a ~opted text is as fOOd as any and 

above the average .. : et , some discri rn i na.t i on on the r,art of teachers 

i f~ ·n ecefH' ry in order to 1n1kc f, c best uso of Lhe 21 ell inf. t ir'1e . 

• ~o far as r-1e could loarn tho les ,ons mre a.ss i tned as wholes or 

r arts , just as the •,:, () rds co ,,.,e .with no a is crimi 11.a t i llln wha tevor 

u.mong i; . e words . 

By wa;; of expcrLJJent , ,. e selected fro m the t.dOf ted dJ eller 

the f'ollowing ten vords: 

kale i do;-' o ope 
delicatessen 
c11inquapin 
tonnoau 
deboige 

SU½eralh.m.i ty 
kine to scope 
dephlee:"':a.tor 
S"" rce "' et 
pellarra . 

1'his list ~ as pronounced to ten rer,res e ntut ive bn..,iness c-Ld 

professional men of tho ci ty wi th lhc follo ·ing result ; -he 

whole number of v;ord8 oi the li t spelle ' cor:rectl~- WU" throe, 

f .vo men did not reme'ilbc r having 1eurd of a t1 i r.r; le wora i n the list .• 
• 

wo a. l eard of o,..,e \,or· each •nn no i di vi dual of t' e ten hud an 

ac-1uui ntance ··:i th r:'.!Ore than f our ···ords of t ~ c lL .. t . 



~o school can &ffor d t o u0 e i ts t i me mo r.cy to rr.ao t er 

,o r dL of thi s c· br acte r • e would sngre.:ot tt at u co- mittee be 
• 

Li.. po i nt c. to [O through t' e ..,11ortoa ~peller an elir.1 i ~at o thc ,;e 

wor ds \"(. i ch t 1 e ru1. i l D are least l ikel y to neca , t h( _r cby reducing 

tne lO "g l i st f w r ds no• cover ed by t h e gr ades~ tlius rais e 

the s t a a~rd f erclli~g ab ility oft e ju1 il~ f or t . e ~ord s they 

~111 be sure to n ee d. 

t:1~en c ornpar~a ,n. t the Ayer' s standard , t' .e test shows the 

~pelling ab i l i ty of ; t 111,at 1 r puri ls to uver&go ~bot a : ea r 

berir n what t1~e standur rl exrcc ts of t r. e ., . 

~i n ce tne ga .: n L f a.i rl T c on '::tant ::..f er the l'ou r th )/e c), r 

and s i ~c e t1 e th i rd e r ba e r ~t i ng i a above t he st~nda r d , i t ·~ Ju ld 

se 01J that the s e cond and fourth e r aa es · are more l arrely res y. ons ible 

f or t , .~ p o Jr sho ·:ing , fo r t 11e s ch ool a::, a -.,, ol e , t nan u ro tho other 

gr ades • 

.:.r e f our th t r ti. '1 e ro om t.n:1 o .. e f i f th f::_r"' e room made a _p o or e.r 

s ~o~i ng than di d t he next gract e be l o ~ each of thes e rooms . 

I n t' e s eventh und eighth g r r:d e s , 1 ere t.e f ind dera. r t l"" ental 

t ·eae h ing , t ne result s a.:p.r,roa ch t h e s anda r a more clos e lJf than do 

the e r ades bel ow thos e • 

.10 0 much ~r a l · .,.. a t oo lit le wri 1 , en npol ling i ~ a.o r e i s s or.- e 

ro "ms . 

A CO"'h"nitt ee nh ou l -'l be ar p"' inted to e limi 11a e 1a number of' t r c 

more unc o,runcn o rd i.:l fro .1 t he .:,1;1cl l er ..... n d thu"' uave time for the 

WO r dS f/ fl'f'ft J.Ji'¾O SJ Ol io##{#/ for Whi Ct' t hey &r e mor e LJ ... , tO I [l.Ve U e • 

om e c t illwator te L..chors are do i ne SJ lenR i d ;w rk i n ~'Je l l i nt:; , 

f a r nb : ve t~ o uberage f or 1 · e te 2 c ers of t ·e ci t~ UJ 6 wtolo . 

, heir me thoos shoul ~ be a . ceria L E. d .... . d t he informati on r:i a !'l e 

av t.i ne '.i' l e f 1)r t s e t e ,_ her s wr o e "Or k i B no., !'...Ot icablc oelow 

t h e stand r d . 



---...,..--,---------------------~~--~-~~--....--- - ~~~ 

~1.:J. 1:rles oi wri t in ·;;Ere ..:.ccur-d lrc1r. ill t . e }'.Uy,i ls 01 the 

fifth , wixtn , sevcn t~ ~nd ei[hLn grbdes . n short s elec ion w~s 

diet tea t0 ec.:.c h room , the 1 UJ i l..., c 1m sit ... i?,g it to r:emor,. be ore 

bogi:i iYl£' to ·.r. ri tc, . Iri o rdcr t.o ., .... kc ::-; ro ths. t t..11 u.co erst od., 

the fir.::;t ,;t,. _1 ::.cs o1 t1 cir ·:.e rk \'Jere collected , ext..,.,in a l...nd 

destr y~d a~d a second ~~ ·1 lc collocLed fo1 record . 

the selectiu~ c ·,a:., to •.ir1 -;·e, t e iollo-,i nr in::;truction were . \ 

r.iv~n: '' ','rite the ,ianz.u of i.. 1:e r~el;l yu hb.vo lecrnca . ··rite 
I 

it ju. t ~s ~ u ould in~ com os i t ion or or"inary cyercise. Tf 

you ini,;i' tho s"c&D.za ·,;rite it Jvcr t.gain ann keer on -.uitin5 

untiil I tell you to :Jto1 . "' rite ":~ o:-1:v- one .:.. ido oi tJ J , Jer . 

. e ,u.::it s t~rt to e-ether u.nd s toJ t " ~ c ~her . :,...,.y your p :r er or1 your 

dosJrn i n r o. i ti on. Have· r eri nt .i r:1r rerdy . ""hen I su;: ., G . t ready'' 

ur:til I St-; 11 ,.., turt·1 • Then c·11 be[.i"· c:.t once. ..'r-7en say ' .::; to · 

I Wbrt y -u t ~ a ll st r at onre _n raise your ens 20 t t ~t I Cbn 

see tl c1 t y , 11 itLve e t 01 f,oa. '' 

n'hon t hf,b e j_n:: truct i on;., l, ... ,d t ee n eiven t he excmi-1er , w1..tch 

in h c..nd , p.l.Ve_ t h e or der " Stu.rt" and t i e . uy;il · co!1ti !!UG n t o v~ri e 

for t '· r e ... inutcs . ~~ h - ptp rs v c•re collected and gr&.dod ir. the 

f oll ·, wLe J'l b. ,., er • .1.'ho n11.tbe1 01 letvero or ,d ,, n el..'ch )t!.fCT in 

t · e three minuted vms de er.,1ine1 , t..fter t he ay e r s '"'f each ro om 

·;:ere rile~ OP C 1 on unothcr , in or ,1 er of their r t. tin f0r s r e r. a . 

The iddlg fUJ:Cr of s u h u _rilo , ( J r t h e average ,..., f t 1rn t ,_. o :-;. id le 

J>l:.rer." if t l':e nu ... ber ··e.s ev n) , wus tel r-!1 a.:-; t h e ean £&.veruge r.:.ti g 

f or t :.e , pee d oi' t f.;.t roo ::-: • That is, a.~ , a n? I ur ils exceeded t his 

rL:.te u .., t here ,erec. u i s wn) iell bel ,1 ·11 it . he ea~ sc re f or 

..:'lJeed fr c l r no of ~ cive~ rrlde was de 1er~incd in t~is ma~ er 



~ni t c u 1e~nJ wer e averbfO , ~n· the redult divided by thr e • 
. • 

.1..hio [; vc t h e ... e t..n "'v-orc.ie number :,1 1 ct tc r.J fl r mi nu to f , r that 

• 
The ro. tH.1.[ f or qu[ lity ,,t..J d one -by ears f the Jyer' s - cule 

in t h e f oll ,.ri n[ "iD. .er: 4 Sf r ir le of J c:1 .un.)hi 1, vms : c.- ·ed on t. e 

s ct...le , (one of wh ich v.r c ·1r-nies thms di ccun~i on). a.n d movE;J.d ~. long 

t' o f~a· 1Jlcs of the sec.le to do t.c r mi .e which sri ci,..an of the Fc 1.. le 

i t reserrbl c'I r1n:~t in : u li , y, ~: th. f r ude of' this sr0ci nn of t h e 

sc&le 1as Il<-ced on tho 1u iL.:1 s~eet . Aitcr o.ll trc q r ~ f 

:.:. roo_: :. a bec:,n rated i n tnis rr.arnc r th e av rc..ge of t;.ll t1 e rat i rirs 

we3.:Se taJro"' to de ermine tr.c verc..-gc qual ity f t· c 1 en~ r2 i p for 

that room • .ti. aver· c ··ms t, en a::en· of th r ating , for q_ru .. lity , 

of all t· c r o·.s oi thi.J 8L..E: [.Tl..cc t, dt;\..crni < t .o uYor B.ge :;_u:.lit~ 

of t: ~ ~r lting f · r t e g r r e • 

..., i nce thi..., r ~ ti 1g for qu,. li ty i s .. oll .... .~ t , c.r oi c 1. c,.ri­

son ,n,-i. j 1dt ..... t , Lnd 1i cc t,r e Jt.r ers were r c..ooq b~Tpor .:, ns of 

lit tle exrcrier:ce i :'3 uC"h ,, ·irk , , e v.ve ne..de n oifort t give t he 

UJ il c the bencii c f ever doubL . We ~re c nclo. :ne --e,r =/I"' 
n Jyer 1 s ~ca:.e A 

by v; i 11 the paJ ors ···o r e. r ~ to 1.;..n d · i t' i l arc sreci I n. f ···rit :,g 

f'r m t H :.·. a tcr Tu il s · ri ic"i ha ve b ef n ra tea ut the v t.ri JU E :per-

ce nt e; e ..; • .A ccrr:ri,ri !°)n of t ese , · e think , ill t=·videL.cc tho ±uct 

i·as libcr1:i.1 r h r th n tLc rcvor·· o • 

. l' e r:·t~ 1di rd ~, e t by the J..~·er's c t.l o fr b)t .yofld ~nd qu u.li ty 

are somevhut hi f 'er Lh~n t.e LV<rvge ~ f or sreed ·nd qu&lit) for 

fifty larccr citie J of t 1 e countr:· an a1i:-~ abov1 i1 e 1:;berages 

at t air.cd by 27000 p1J ils of t-i--_e Iowa. oc cols as r &tcd by _.(J;.,9J1a\8~f~ , lO ). 

Fo:r: tis rei.:son -,e have ,Lje co,.,p,Ari .1 on in 11r rah etwee1 t :,e 

r ut i nt of ~till·· ter pu il,· v 1d t e &vcrc.[0.3 outuined rm t. Ode 

fifty lur~er ci~io~ , r thcr th~n between t .o ~till~~ter r ~t i ng 
J 

3 



It 

t..r: • tl- e :' to. ri.:.. r 1 V'i ; c '- i s 001 .e L ifher than the ..,h ·;j ng :if thc..:1 e 

·ther ci ,. i es. 'h o:rei re, our .J tL.'!1dur · for comp .. r i on L, nflt · 

sfr·a&r~ of rerfec • ion t o be E t t& i re~ if 1 os 2iblc buL i E b~scd 

on ·;;;cl tl e L.V trt.go Of ,,c, y th U,'t.. n r S Oi I Ufih Oi t~E) country are 

uctut.1 1: doirg . 

The f o llowine tab les unr [ T8.J'!' S .. ,n' w the comr ri ;:,0 ns: 

"peed ' tandura ~uality 

---------------~---------T---------~---------;---------~ 
Fifth B 55 .1 . : 06 1 : 
~if~;:-~-------- :--- 69~6-- :· 57 .---;4:7---. 48 . . 

. . . . . --------------------------------------------------------.. . . . . 
1:xth a. · 55 . 6 · · · 40 · : 

----- ---------.--------- ~J. .---------~ 52 
.: ixthA. '. 56.6 . : li 4 : . . . . . . ------------------------------~------------------------j . . . . 
- evcnth B. : (,7 . 6 : · 45.4 · :: 
----~----------'.---------~ 67 ---------~ 58 • · 

event'-1 1~ . : 72 : . 51.9 : 
' . . . .. . -------------------------------~--------~--------------~ . . . . 

~ifhlh- 1 . ' 77.6 . : 53.6 : 
---------------.---------. 73 ~---------~ 62 
7": i r-hth J-. : 81 '. : . 57 .6 ' . . . . ---------------7---------------------------------------4 -• . 

• 

~verago by Gr ~des 

0peed of 
50 Cities 

For ~U&lity ruality 
$tillw· tor 50 Cities "t illwater 

---------------£---------~---------~---------~---------~ 
f ifth Grade ' j7 62 .3 48 : 35.4 : 

I ---------------~---------~---------~---------~------- . -· 
~ixth Gr~~e : 63 : 56.l : 52 : 42 , ' ---------------~---------:---------~---------;---------~ 
- eventh Gr ade 67 69 .8 58 48 .6 
---------------~-------- T---------~---------~---------+ 
"":ie;hth Grade 73 79.3 62 55.(, . . . . . ---------------,---------~ --------~---------~---------~ 

• 

4 

• 
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Ii tho c rlcs oi JC;ma cir, c0ll~cted ar lair re rescntat i one 

of r.h' t tLo t1chool.:1 of rtill·•mt.c'r · iie ecc0rrplishing in ·,riting , the 

gencr&l quality id considerable bel v wi at other systems ure accom­

i:lishing-. All g·ra l es examined excerting the sixth are above tte 

UV(ff~ce f r tl'c ot (, r cities i r: the mat tor of speed, while t:..11 are 

below the ot~cr cities in quolity . -his •oul~ in~ic~to t~at the 

1u;ils 7,rite to:, ru iiBly . :·e believe they excoeded their rainary 

r~te when writing the test, eno t :hercb~ sucriiice qual i ty of wo rk 

f or s1 eed . e ure sure t hat ti s.reciman~ of their _regular class 

~0r. in wtiti~g rould lo ~er t he rrcar for speed end j , crease t e 

qncli ty of their "Ork f roy. ortio -;u t.e l y . ·~nh~ .. , ul<i bri .g the gruph 

for both s1oed bDd ~u~lity ce~ror the ~tandard . 

f or ms t:ie ba~i s ior our stc..ndc.-rd , aro lar.;er citic..; which emf loy 

spccib.l suporv l s ors o.f J,e.n ·;8.n.-,·'n ip ··:~· il .':H i llwa ter r u;;:, n ~no . 

i'ul le.ck oi r1n±iormity ur.d ey~Jtcrri v::,,a ,rel~ult of ht:.vi rr: no flirector 

f r t}'e ·r·ork in writing . F0r:~1 . r.lc.·1, &n·~ nyyle VD.ry t "" a.11 extremes 

&s o e _passes from roo"": to·r o::::i u1a rrarl,~ to (Trane . fte.n i n the 

se room t here i..: the r- rea t e C V[l.ria tion i n all these 11a t ter1:-} . .,..t 

is qt1est ionulbe rer urs ':!:!ether or r~ot a city th. ~;i:;;o of - tillwa.te r 

sho,,ld e .y loy a q:.eciu.l ini:.tru.ctor 1..J. pc"man~ . .,, ip , hut so.c ·ort of 

.... or.e tea cher who i~~ l:.ble to ['.ivo ~irectio~s vnn €:et rebults in 

r en!:anshil' should. ,eet occeYio>:1a.ll ' ;i th t eachers of [ iven g rad es 

an~ ex~lain er ethods . T~e te&chers as a ·~ole need ~elr in the 

utter? f econ ~mizing ti•e, rr"Tor ~ntc ric l ~ , rosture , yroye r 

e-6rci~ce f .r correct inr certain 0r~or3 , as well as to the qu~lity 

o f O\.':'rk t, be exr,ectcd of' the rupils . 



.. 

. 
I-c <-E, Om~~ eVillent t Lt .ia,1y :~:tillwo.ter t et.chers need such help , . 1-.J.nd 

it L _: c:..l.::o ev iden t. that there are :::c,me ot}- ers abundentl ; b.ble to 

s up ,r ly tr,e needed as .i istancrn , ii ..:.omc Gort of pl<.,,n WE:re wo rk0d out . 

)hi s c ould be done ~; i th very 1'1 t t lo 1c:.<'rn i dO'llal cost in time and 

mo n0y. and corr a inly with L roa t t.dv t.nt a[,c to the work . 

The graph for qu~lity s~ems t o place t hl re sponsibility of 

the r ather roor sh-wing in this subject on the t;acherE oi the lo~er 

rrcdes . It will be o •served that r urils of t~e i ifth grcde are 

'-lrr,o,Jt t•.-;o years beh i '1 d in the quaJ..i t:,, of their work , ana al though 

·they make u nif orm pro ,~ res , even raining s ome on the stand,,,ra as 

they proceed up throug: the rruo.es bec Luso of thlhs t reat .ba.ndi <. ap 

t 11cy fare s till O ye8.r behinii 1rfhcn they f'ini ch the work of · the 

co j .. en sc,1001 ~ ":'his r::a tter should be looked. into. ,.,.,e c.re c -, n­

vi ~cea that with juat a liti lc ~esis+unce as tr ~ta r dards, ~ethods 
I 

r~nd uniformity of J1Ury.0Ge , t h ese teachers \!\ ill be ahle tc- _bring the 

·vork t, f t1,ei:r roor:1s uri t --i n fn.t i.cifactor;· stundz.:rd . 
I 

~e st~ll not gr into tbc l arlu qQeLtion aa to how ~ell c ~ildren . 

s! ould i7ri te when th qr leave t he fr des , nor whethc r the 0.11011 t :.: . 
c i- 1-:-riti ng utta~nocl by :_ tillwater pupils is .:;uff'icicnt, to 'ieet the 

aanondcl ol life Juieide t he school . :1n ce ~tillw~ter cannot hope 

on ly wl1en t.hoy do a!> well as the uver~,ge r111,ils of' the ott er 

oi tie~ o:r the conn t ry. 



sm~. 

The tests in penmansh.ip -..:ere given and graded aocording to 

t · e instructions of t ,Le A:7er'~ penmanship tests . 

I 

Sinoe t h e Ayer ' s standards are slightl? ~-ither t · an ,it,¥16 

for fifty larger cities of t h.i~ c ~untr~, tte av , rare for t ese 

cities is used cs the stundard in ·ur ra1h . , 
Still atrr purils are cons iaerably below ~ .e average for 

'he iift,; cities in t· e qua.11 ty 1f t r eir writing, but are · 

some above t eir average for speed in vriting . 

There is too muoh lack of uniformity in both system and 

met oo of teo;;· ing penmanship . If c. special supervisor for 

this subject cannot be had , some ot' f'r met··iod of giving 

generul u.niform direction t o th work of t1 e tcac; ers rr,ust 

be worked out . 
I 

The t,aohr rs, as a whole , lack a pro1or conception of t he 
I 

stand~rds to be attained by tneir given grades . 

Since t1 c rsph she .s t-:..e-t t at t,· e pupils make i:rogre~s 

about as rapidly as t he stan dard oalle tor after tLey ~ass the . 
I 

fourt . year,i t would seem t hat t e t t ao·ers f t he l ower gr dee 

are largely responsible for the poor showing in penmanship . 



" J· .1.e JE: r:i; otu i l i r o l e_, of rn c i t y is ,, ho-... nun;: of i t s c} ild r e n 

:t i 1 ·illi ng t o eoucL t e t.:rirl ' ·v roll , ·, oo.ys ~r . J ;,-er.: . ,,,his 

• ~ t c bnt afpl i e~ t o -t illwitc r 8 n1 i t i s pr per to c o~ i dc r in 

tr. i o i t cu.o.:: ion oi h w well c ducb-t i ont ... l \"Ork i ·i r:-.. e i n •. t illwa ter , 
. 

1-,--~- uc ' it i ,.. cost i ng , t, d .-eo ii iherc i G t } e 1 pro _p cr rch. tion 

b et": t.e n e xpe di tu.re ... o•f r:o ey ., ... n t' r mi nds o1 author-

i iG- on Fc: ·o ol 1"utter " it 'i rrc tL: well os t u.bli s he ,] f ~ct, t at 

e d nc ~ i on is a co Tmon it; 1h!:.d, cc n b e boueht [ nd :pl.i a for . , Tt 

t' ~ [ thi r- cl" rn1 n i t:; "" t?.' s c cu r e f 0 r t ts c l ldre.n u s ff,uch e ducu. tion 

~nl "'1 ... u c ·~ .... ,;u.:.. i t ; ti.s it i G ::... ole · nd ,.Jillin[. t o f U;, for . 

Of ........ £. ::,un , q1 r u;:i., ..... t. oly .~000, c .. e s iro t nc .t ._ t c . c _ 1 iun d 

~ n t c r e !'!Ui er i · r u i, e 1 ,~ o~iH 

JOUr: t~ t,: th.i r: .1- GC;V Cr. t rl ic '! ty-fo ~1r hu n dredths l ,1 rcen L, 0... he 

t o c un :w l c~ I>t ,di , u r o ioT nl l J ur. ,s e c o1 t ._ c j t.;1 r ov er "'mc:,, t , 

co I re tjll,.t. t c r ·: i h ' ni. o l t:. r [rr \·, o·:::tf r cities uB t o th8 er-

co.1t oJ t t ~l ci t;~ c x1e :1 diturcc u 3cd i or .J choo l r 1r osc a tha t s • e 
I 

--t ~1<1. r f'L. t h fr !TI tr:0 bot ~ . '1110 3t., o corrrp:tri . o . 1 :., •. t c ~ ea s t ern 

-he nano t ~ble r how t h tin p ercap J tL cost o f ~cho 1ls Lhr t 

~ t l ll ~--- tcr c or·,o.... t h ird l ron t hr. t o r i n t he .. e ::i te r r~ r, r u 1 a · c1 s ixth 

fr !" t.h e tdlJ. i r t .e ec.cter . gro 1p 

, 



..... .J.. ... \.7 • .. ... .. _ .... .:. l,.t ..... ..t.. J... C J ,.. 

. e v L 6 rn C i t i es · 

!'ercb.p i tb. cost 
0f edu cat i on . 

·ueblo, Color~" e------------------ 4 . 31 
-·ucom~ , . shine-ten- - - -- :--::, ______ ..; __ 5. 20 
-lnc ~ln , ebrndka-- -- - - - - - -- --- - -- 5 . 24 
~ ~n -iego, Cal ifornia-------- ----- 5 . 41 
3utte , 0ntania---------- -- -- ----- 5 . 42 

. ,·nv_enpor t , Iowa--- - ----- - --- - - --- - 5 .43 
:opeka , 'ansas ~- -~------- - - - -------5. 47 

• -1 '} ''7• ··••· vi, • ......... J ..J,n.U:. \v,11 ,--- - ---- - ----- 5 .70 
~alt L ke tity , Utal· ,----- -- - - -- - -- 6 . 62 
:- es }:oines , Iowr., ----- - -- --- - ----- 7 . 16 

- t lJ ''iver, ,·a.s r s.chuf'et ts ,-- --- ----4 .06 
cr&ntcn , . cn~oylv~niu ,--- - - -- --~--4 . 45 
obor.en , l1e,. Jcrsey ,- -- ----- - - - - - --G. 27 

fk .. yo1.no, cw Jc:rsc;,· ,- - - - --- ...; - - ----- 5 . 60 
.., . l .... I., . .nJ. ...:t , OKL; f ""A ,.----- ----- ---- 5. 70 
-:1.;:.st ,ranro , 1.,ew JerGe~r ,--------- - - G.1 5 
:. onkers , e-- York ,- - -- - ---- -------6 . 35 

y.rir:t:fiel d , '"c.;.;:sachui:1et t::-: ,--------E . 86 
.ew _ochelle , "';e:J • ork ,------------ 7 . 04 
l . Vernon , v:r [iniu, - - - - - - - - ----- 7 . 2f 

(Strayer,11). 
:r ·.ve corny,ll.rc ~ tillwl-tt..l ugaln ~.ltn ... le ~~H. O 

ci titJ , bv .·.ouns 1 t11 1.., i 11.:.owint:: diuf ram .. e ... i nd 
r1ear t~r ~1cdiun 17h(n ·::e cor: , jrler the 1ob .. 1 · co:-: t o 
J erct.r i tt. , en t' t onl~· t ,· ree ire lo· er in l cul 
ror ct-Ji ta for ed 1lC ' ti·)~ 1 r 1r --:-s es • 

. . 

ercentage of 
totul oxrendi­
turee-used for 
school pur7oses . 

36. 5 
3~ . 9 
54 . 2 
32 . 9 
31 . 8 
?9 . 6 
47 . 
3 7. 4 
47 . 2 
·- 9 . 8 

.. A . 4 
47 . 2 
39 
4.8 . 1 
:,7 . 4 
Z4 . 5 
32 . 9 
34 . 9 
.., 7. 5 
35.4 

nine weottrn 
tl ut D' o sttnds 
cit,, ·f overnment 

c,:r c di ture~· 



Li ncoln , JOb . /4 

Dos :.:oineEf , · I a . 14 . 37 

'.i. opek~ , Kans . 11 . 63 

Davenpor t , I a . 13 . 70 ----

Pueblo·, Colo . 11 . 82 

\ 
·~acoma , 'i';ash • 15 . 33 

·- an Diego , Cal . 16 . 44 

Butte , :lont . 17 . 02 

The bars i ndicate t he annual expendi ture _per i nhabi tant f or 

muni cipal g·over nment , und the shaded ,ror t i ons i nd icat e per ca.p i ta 

ex1e nditure f or s cho0l purpos es . 

The (µ 5 . 10 io r St i ll wato s chools doe s no t i ncl ude t h e ABOOO . 

r eceived annual ly from the st a t ~, but onl y t he amount wt ich i s 
• 

r a i s ed dire c t ly by 1. lie c ommun i ty •. 

, 

-47 

' 

.. 



·1.. r e i s .... [ n ral f ce li • ... tJ i n .3ti llw(,.t r , i-;.:: Jr. n.ost othe r 

r. . : 1 ci t i es , t .vt st ... d(l.rd b tii. di ng ..; ..... ,. .d e qui ,men t ca n be be tte r 

Li' ... cro ed by the l arce r c itiEs , but thi s dL g r u , u ld i r dic~t c that 

. e la r ger citie~ . aff Jr a t t csc t hing~ onl : by i nc1e&0 i rr th e f er­

c:.:.- i t', coL t to u - oint above t, .Lt ;7hi ch the uvcr[;..ee s1:.ull e r ci !..; 

i "l ·:1: · 1:ng to r, a y . Under r r -pe r munac e!'7l enL thi s i n crea.o e d e '1ni:p­

•:-.en t t o, e t ,e r .. -i th be tter Palari rs i s l:.l ··a ys &.cco . ya.n ie by i r:-

c:re ·ea e i ficion c:· of t he s o· ool s . l'here i ... re we cc :.olude t hat 
( 

. t111,~·u.ter c a .:i r,.v e f or he r ch.i1d r.en. b ot h in am-:-u n1 and qu a li t y , 

en u· uc c..t i on cor:imennurat o rd th the am unt of' money she i s ·~i l lint:: 

t r, :3 J en d ):'.° her schoo l s . 



SOME COMPARISONS BETWEE.1.f STILLWATER AND :5:IGHT OTHER 

OKLAHOMA CI TIES. 

A number of inquiries were sent out to Oklahoma cities, 

corresponding in size with Stillwater, concerning their school 

finances. Following are tabulation os the results: 

• 

K • 

_ Sch'l Tea Total 
F?pula- tax chers Exp. 
ti.on 

Keifer 800 : 5.7 : 26 : $39717 

Total % prin. 
enroll Att•n Supt Sal 
ment dence sal. 
1016 : 90.2 : 2200: 

-------+------~-----~----4--------;-----~~------~-----~-----~ 
Ardmore:10000 : 5 : 45: 62218 : 2533: 79 
-------4------4-----~----4--------i------~------t-----t----~~ 
Marietta 2300 : £ __ : 15 : 14000 : 700 : 94 : 1800: 1000: 
--------~------~-----i----~--------i------i------t-----+-----+ 
Lawton : 8000 : 6.5 : -40 : 37990 : 1900 : 95 : 2000: 1200: 
-------~------i-----;----;--------;------;------;-----;-----~ 
Durant : 8000 :10.5 : 36 : 31428 : 1653 : 92 : 1800: 1125: 
-------~------i-----1----~--------;------;------i-----;-----• 

· Ponca C: 3300 :10 : 27 : 25000 : 9 20 -:- 9 2 : 1800: 1050: 
-------~------i-----;----~--------~------;--- ---+-----;-----~ 
Vinita : 5000 : 8 : .30 : 29372 : 1220 : 94 : 2000: 1200: 
-------~------~-----~----~------~-~------i------+-----~-----~ 
~~illwa 1J 5000 : f,j : 33 : 28500 : , 1030: : 82. 2 : 1500: 1000: 
-------~------;-----;----;--------;------~------;-----~ -----; ~~,1k- = 5000 :15 : 32 = 52000:: 1684 = 86 = 2200: 1350: 
-------;------;-----~-- -;--------~------~--~---~-----~-----: .. . 

' . 

• 



Keifer 

Ardmore 

Marietta 

Lawton 

Durant 

Ponca City 

Vinita 

Stillwater 

Blackwell 

:Investment :Annual cost 
:in Bldgs., :per pu;il 
:sites & equip (grades) 
:ment per 

pupil 

:Annual cost : :~ber of 
:per pupil :pupils per 

(H. s.) :teacher. 
: ( Total enroll­
: ment) 

~------------~------------~------------;-----------
$46.33 ~46.25 $58.50 43.5 

i------------:------------~------------i-----------
:: 146.65 20.35 51.18 52.5 
i------------~------------~------------~-----------

30.70 24. 36. 47 
;------------~------------~------------;-----------

196. 18.80 -48. 49 .8 
;----J-------~------------~------------~------------

55.50 21.77 . . . 60 50.3 
~------------~------------~------------~-----------

85.85 21. 71.93 29 
;------------i------------~------------;-----------

70.75 13.76 32.59 48 

;------------~------------~------------~-----------
66.25 20.71 28.97 33.63 

;------------~------------·--- --------~-----------70.94 . 15.12 . 48.96 . 37.3 
~------------~------------~-------- ·---~---- .------

,, 



Salaries of' Stillwater teachers (by grades) and of the 

teachers of eight bther Cklahoma cities 

Grad.es 

I II III IV V VI VII VIII H.S. 
~--------------------------------------- ------~-------

·Kiefer:87.5087.50:77,50:76 :7S~eo:ra~.5o:ao.oo:B5.oo:102.oo 

Ar1more 

Marietta 

Lawton 

Durant 

:----~-----~-----~-----~-----~-----:-----~-----T-------
:70 :62.25:65 :60 :60 :57.50:58.75:105 . ----
:----~--- !-~-----~-----,-----~-----~---- -~-----:-------
: 65 :60 :60 :60 : 60 :60 :75 · :70 :80 
~----~-----1-----~-----1-----~-----~-----~-----;------
:67 :65 :60 :60 :60 :60 :6 0 :65 :83 
~----~-----~-----~-----~-----~-----~-----~-----~-------
:65 :55 :60 :55 :65 : 6fr :65 :105 :88.33 
~----~-----~---- -~-- --1--- -1-----~-----~---- ;------

Ponca City :70 :55 . :55 :55 :55 :65 :75 :75 :81 
;----~-----~-----~-----~-----~-----~-----~-----~------

Vinita :70 :57.50:56.25:55.83:68.75:53.75:72.50:69.50:92.77 

STILLWAJER :i!.5:55 :55 :55 :55 :57.50:60 :60 :76.85 
--------------- --------------------------------------

Blackwell :58 :53 :52 :50 :50 : 56 :70 ;70 :90 

' 



2everal matt ers of interest are rovouled by a study o_ these 

charts . Stillwl.ter has · sma l l er r,ercentage of her toto.l J::Opu­

L.., ti un enrolled in t ne schJ :: ls than i:ave any of the other cities . 

r~e prese nce of the c ollec o : jth its long list of courses, en­

rolli r:e s tudzmta below the freshman yev.r v,ill e.ccount for this in 

a :uea sure , but the number enrolled in these c :--urses is too . small 

t o ~c r ount ~i oll- for t~te diffl renco . 

1'he annual cost per ruril i s cm:F: in orul) l -· less j o:r Fltillwater 

t h ::.n for t i1 0 everB.ge of the otho:r cities. This is accouoto ,~ for 

i n t l,r&e wcys: ( 1} Tho :perc.::..pi tu ,, e,,J t :~. is doubtles"' some less in 

St ill.,uter th1.;.n iu tlle uverage of t '. ie o ') ther cjtios , (2) the 

sc:,o ol b11i ~ di r1gs a!1 rJ equi1,me11t of c:- tj ll";"Jater l'.re inferior to the 

bui::. a ings o.nd oquirme .'..! t of' the avcr,:.ge of these other cities , ana. 

( 3) Still·.vater pays lower salaries t;r, a. .:: no the averaee of the 

ot' 1 c r cities of the 11st. 

~oubtless tho citizens of ~till~ater can offer mliny excellent 

excuses and ex-£l una.tions for thLj l.::wk of' buildings und equi:r;ment . 

Ro··;ovc r , exr erience &.s taught man:.' cities t h.: t increased .facili­

tie s c..cnd c ~uiy .... 011t, .,hen t }1:. 1n )1-; ey i1as baen 'liSely ex_pc!.:.ded, has '·, ad e 

f or i :r creased efficie ·cy i 21 ed11cational f,rogres ::. to such a n extent 

t }:at t he increased e:xfe ·-1 aitu:re of mo.'.'~ey :provod an asset even from 

the fi !1.ancial stand.point. ·.:e a.re c o::vi r ced t :~at a!l addi ti _zial i n­

ves t . e n t of $75000 to ~100000 j_!} school buil d ing s . re~airs . a nd 

eq1ir~cnt w_uld i ncrease inte rest and entb1 iasm End the r oss i ­

bilities for educatio:ri el progress, by incres sin[. t he e !'lrollmen t 

a nd Lt tendE.:.nce , to suer. 1:;-n extent t hat very la.rce r.ividend.s would 

be re&lized on the i ~vestment . 

Although Stillwater iays s~Lller salaries ttan no st of the 

cities in the list , ~o are sure t hen the qual i ty of ~er teaching 

force is corsiderabl-
al:>ove t : at of most SZ-
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cities of the stt:..te. : u:;:;bers 01 st,idents are gra~uated from the 

col-~(e each year whose home i~ o~illwater , t;.nd many of thes e· are 

',;illL~g to take posi tior:s ir: the~ l ocal schoolo o.t salaries; 

srn~ller than the ir s r vices ~arrcnt . Somo other excell ent teachers 

t1ro gl&d to come to these schools at a sacrifice in salary because 

of the a dded i!:tellectut-.1 and socia..l att r e.ct ions of E, coll(;}ge t own . • 

Hov.-ever , .e be li t: ve that an i ,·· nreased i hveR t.mont j_n s alar:ie s 

c~uld be maae to aavLntage. At preAcnt Rone ro0rns a re too c~owded 

t.r:.d ·&.n J.nc rease in the teaC"riric force '.vould tend t.o increas e the 

eificiency oi the work. .Again, ir.cres.sea salaries will i ncreas e 

the tenure of teachers , s ~tter 1ron whjch the schools . of Still­

-::,ter t.re snffer·ng. "'he Suri Antr,"lio su rvey (rnge 206). e ives 

tne J e r:tgt r. of ti:ne teachers of t71enty-f iv e cities have be n in 

t ; .. ei r r,re__.ne t rosi tions , an·c1. the average tenure is over six yea r s . 

,:li e r:. vrn corr:rare this state ment wit th e fac1, that a:pr:,roxi ;ii,tely i ifty 

rercc,1t of the teucbcrs of Still":at0r a re now , . ( scho o l yet.r 1917-18), 

te[:.<:>hing their 1 i rst ~ e a r f r; their r resent r o:.:: it. i ons the :s i iuat i on 

is l i ttl e short of alarming . 

It is prorer to meriti 0'1 i "' thj P co;1ncctio n ths.t "ti llv•ater 

rai sed tte s~laries \ of all he r teerher s this year te~ rercint 

c:F' d t~t _pl&.ns .':..Te i n rrogress to r!'ake 1:n othcr sal~ry rais0 next 

Row much does i t cost to educate pupils in Stil lwuter as 

comyiare 4 \"' i th the ot he r ei-t. ht cities of 1kluhoma" The ab ove table 

-f:-S:f;-0--- sto-:;;s that the s.nnual c st re r rupi l i n t h . t r &,aes of 

~tillwaLer is ( 20.71. This i s the mean f or the ni ~e citics ,four 

pnyi ~f more &nd 1our les s t ~&n thi s amount . 7ho cost is based on 

the 1otal enrollmen t for thf year . Based on the . vern~e daily 

attPndc.n ce it ~JOulo be some higher for a ll the . oi t i es . ':.'ho c.veruge 
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c os t 1er pup il f o r mai ntaininR the hi rh scho~l i s ' 28.97 . This i s 

co rs iderabl y l e ss than any o tho r ci t:· i n the g !El'oup rays , the 

&ver ~ge f or the ot~er citi es be :ng ab~1t twice as g~ea t . 

~e :rave no t -: d i n an o the r ple " e t}ia t r:-t i l l ;·,a. te r r upil s ure 

r~ o rly 1-1ouscd corn:ra r ed to most o ther c i ties . -:r. f ,::e c onsul t the 

tubL, v;e f i nd th ;r:,t thre e citie s of the l :: st have a .-;ma l l er invest­

~rie~t i n build i n[ S yer r u p il t h~n haa St i l l ~a.ter, w½ile two of 

t ~e re~~ ining fi~e h v e an : nv estme~ & mo r e t~an t ~ics ad great . 

St i llwater . chools a. re not crowcd c when C)rn·-a.ri so:i i s me.d e 

wi t'. t he c ities i n the t a bl e, s i n ce she s tbnd s .::ext to t he bot tom 

i ,.- t ·:r. i ~ J a rticu ::.. b.Y . J1he f i £, 11res &r e base o n th e enrollment for 

bot'1 r rcdes f "'tl h i ch s choo1, a!"d ~i :i: ce the e :: r ollr- et1t ii n t he h i gh 

sc"hno l i s only E:.bout twe nty rur i ls pe r t e a"he r, t h e numbe r ·pe r 

1. e - C!hcr i n t hi? .:r noe f' i ~ s ome l a rrer t h im 1;he f i .._ 11 res wo uld ind i -

C 1:. t,e . ev cr al TOOMS ha ve over ~ori :7 , whereas the standa rn requi res 

t J e nu .. ber never t 0 e xceed thirt y. 

,. 
t 



OKLAHOMA A. AND M. COLLEGE 
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. . 
tillw~tc r SI( 9 a r lU:l y fo r ~: l JUT r~ co Oi city £0Ve rn­

rr.cn L_ pr- xi .u1 ly 6 8051.00 . ~ ~e city rccor:l s s' cv· t o.t t 1 L3 

're; i e ·re flea for the f'oll "','l i il[ purpOPCS : 

'J'o tel Cost • 

... ir1·t l.Il '1 .. ator------- . 274 50. 
choo l s -- - -- ---- ----- - - - - - - 255.00 . 
tree t Commi-,si one r s : 01-·' t -- 54, .. 9 . 50 

Fire ~eiurt~Ent - - ----------- 2551. 50 
:UeL ' t T ev enue ~~ i,cconnt i ng-- 1907. 

olioo- --- ------- ------ - - - - l6f8 . 
~:0r-------------- - ------- 1207. 
ity :ttornoy------- - ------- 480 . 

10rks- -------- -------- ------ u80 . 
( i~y ~ncinccr-- - - --------- - 270 . 
vity culih--- - ---------- - -- 270 . 
. i::, ·ollune:ou.s - ----- -- - - - --- - 928. 

~'otc 1 · ~68051 . 00 

1 of total 
tax 

.;0.33 
.., 7 . 44 
8 . 01 
3 . 74 
2 . 91 
2 . 44 
1 .7 7 
0 .70 
o . 55 
0 -~9 
0 . 31j 
l .~6 

s C 1 cf tJ L S , 

• 

~est 1,er 
cay i ta 

.... 5 . 4<;1 
5 .10 
1 .09 
0 . 51 
0. 2.8 
o.~z 
0 . 24 
0 . 09 
0 .07 
0 .05 
0 ~05 
0 . 18 

"13 . 61 



Stillwat r spends n Ler eel ools ennually ·28500. Of this 

a.mount 300(l, comes :from the 'stat·o fund . the remaining . 2f?,600 :J. 
being raised locally~ 

) f t he entire cost of l c c&i ovcrnmen~37 . 44% of all e:xpend ­

atures is for educational pur}JOS€S • . his is s ome less t han t he 

pverage :percentage for ten larger western cities. 
f 

The y- roapita expendaturc f or education in Stillwater is -

6 . 70, · ioh is lass t en the average f or the same ten v,estern 

oi t ies . · 

If we compare Stillv.·ater with 9ig·-:t other :"'\klahoms ei ties 

;e find t1at;The percentage of achool levw is '\1\e"t-~ for Still-

v:. ater thr.r.n for t,.c averuge o:f the other oi ties: The salary of 

tr.e I igh School Prinoip6,l is below ti-1e average: The salary of 

t;'.o Superintendent is t l·e 1 -i e. t in the list: The peroapi ta 

1 ,vestme~t in buil ings is bel0 7 t~e ~vorage.: The annual oost 

pe r pupil in t·le gr a.dee is less than t1:e average, while the c~ st 

per pupll i ::- tl.e hi school ie· t~e l owest in the list . 

·Stillw ter h::..a fewer pupils ,or teacher t ...... n the other o1tiea 

with one ex-certion . '"ea.chera Qe,l uries a1 e less in tillwc.ter 

t ht..n tlf t e aver£.ge for th(: otre r oi ties . 

In ~rite of the lo salaries 2tillw ter teachers rank well 

both in scr,olarahip a.nd a.bili ty . 

ithin limits tat ave never yet beon reaoheil,Stillwater 

oan h ve for her. children as muol eduoation and of suoh a 
S-6 



quality ae she ifl willing to J!U.J for . If hrr echo l s are to keop 

pace with the beat,thoy must ave ,more supervision,mnre and 

better buildings, mor 1 eaor' ers - 1th etter salarios, l onger 

enure for teuchere,end better equir,ment. All of which means 

s},e must have me re money f or ·!er schools . 
• 

,_ 

• 



AD . 

J. ,.::I. -~~<6- FICI ~ .. c:. . 
• 

. 
Cl z:.s ific~ t i o : , 1 eta.ra&.ti L1 .1 ,. nd · ro ,otion. 

: ccor~i ~g to the lctc ~t rer~rt oj t ~e s o~ool cenaus, there 

were i n the i diiendLnt sc~ool iutrict oi Stil ~atcr 1218 

children of school ~fe . Tbis m;~~ ~ th-se bet~een t r e ares of s i x 
, 

;_ nr1 twe .ty-or,o. ~' 10 followi r te.ble ,'h ·· G fl e numbe r )i t l:esc 

c~ildren c ~rollcd in 

accn i · f 1o r ge : 

uh ic sc o 1 ..., .. '·cir cla.c fj iclL ~ i on 

, ·---------------·-------~----------~----------· • I • • • 

: .Ages : ::: c hool : .. c h ol : % of 
:census : · .. r't 'ir't 

:---------------~-------~----------~----------. 
: U der 8 ye~rs : 152 · 129 84 
;---------------7-------~-7--------~----------: 
: 3et- een 8 & 14 : 492 440 93 
:---------------i------ -1 ----------~-- - -------: 
: .~etween 14 16: 186 134 78 

j 

:-<l-------------t-------~----------~ ---------. 
: getween 16 & 21: 388 327 84 
:---------------~-------~ ----------~----------: 
:( . t is includes both t~aos ur~ hifh scbo0l) : • 
:-- ------- ---- ---- --------------------------: 

•· r. tabl B aws t ; at 4 he enrollment cquc l s eitht~r-f ur y.cr-
~ 

c e t oi the s chol~s tl c ce ri~,uc. We 11 d t(' ul..:: o t at t 'h I ercentac e 

bet "een the year~ oi s ixt:e .n and t ··e vit. - one lh.s u1 to t he aycrago . 

.J.'rtis iu somewhat mi c le ... a i €: si ce t h e e nrollme •1 t i ~eluc es ciome ovor 

twenty-one c. r d man:· !nrils from, ou t oJ tho cUstrict, neither of 

which is include i n tho enumoratio~ . m~e s &mo i s t rue in a 

les er derreo for t :--: e ot her t. rude }~ , and yet 1r ith ·lue e.llovrnnce 

for these m dific at i ons , the rcrce~taee of ch ildren ir school is 

rrat if ying . 



One t e s t 0 1 the e I i 'icie _1c :1 of a s chool c;:otem i s t o r.oi e 

whethe r or not i t i s~ lo to hold the uyil s whic h come t o i t . 

Ga ged by t h i s · t est : t il .. a.tr r 7ou VI r e.nk v e ry h i gh . ·e oe by 

t h e Lbove t<- ble that almost oxt. c t l ~ on e fourth oi the e nrollme nt 

fo r the gr am·na r s choo l i s enroll ed i n the 11....Jt t ,o yet..rs of t he 

cou :rs e. F r t 1 e n i te :> tut os as (... whol e a l most s event~ - f:ive 

r erce'it of the . u i l P 'v ve dr:d> r-1 e d ou + by tho time t 1 e; rea ch th 

the s e gr &"l e s . Joo _u ch cannot b e sate fo r the s hO \' ir,e ,.. t 111 -ater 

i s mt::k i r[. i n th i s pt r ti cuJar . 

e ave not ed t.lre" y Lha t , l a.r e er r o "" r t ion of ru . ils 

fro m out of 1 e i c,tric t e "roll iv, t e s e £Tacle:L then i · t he o thers , 
I 

a nd theref ore the re&l i~c ts ~oul d/ be~~li~ 1t modi fi cat i cn of the 

sple~a i show i ne of the t~ ble . 

· s imilar table a n rl i uer EJm s et., :forth 1 e irr:r: C; rt ... . t ,t f ts 

concer~ i ne 1 r omo t 10~ e r nony romot i on . -~e e rce~tage ~ are bas ed 

on the numbe r i n school t the e a 01 the semester , and does no ·t 

i nclude t ' e nnmber which 1r ou ,ea out ur ing t he yea r . n.as ea on 

the enfir e enr oll ~nt t he 1 crctntagcd u l r! uve be r: so.. hif er . 

l. 

f9 
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C)FO'-O '' I ON . =,,, -o ( · k ' · .-:1, NONJ r:·o~m '1ION 

The f'ollowing t t:.;.bU.l L t i o n i ~ l:'> f-r.: e d o n t he 
.. 

numbe r i n s chqol at t he clos e of t .. ,e ret; r. 

----·--·--~-----------·------- . ._· J f /,}&. ( (: 
o , in l I !lot ~~ of p.r-of 1 ~ 

-,."'--

l 
I 
! oJ ass . Tramo t'ed ~ r r omoten . rio ti,.(Jn . ' · v"' "' 

-~\.... 
'\\, 

I 

1 

1 58 54 
..!------+------ ------- -

]1 76 66 

__ _!_~_ 6 . 98 I 
I 10 I 13 . 15 1 V 

111 I 85 t 79 I 6 7 . 06 J _,.. - _, __ ~·--- ....,...,.,. ; ~ . ------ ·----7 ........ --,-

lV 10 2 98 4 ;3 . 97 

. 

+<: 
-

V 82 6 7 . 31 
----- ·1 

Vl 89 8 I a . s·s 

• 
. 

I t/ 
Vll 98 82 13 1 3 . 66 

I --- ·-·-· I 

Vlll 74 57 17 ~;:2 . S 7 V 
. 

TOTJL 661 593 68 10 . 50 
' -

(), 
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rihe follo ing tr.ble e · d diagram sh 0w t·1e 

number f)f pupils under uge, of normal v.ge and 

over L[e , in the various grbdes ,noi including 

the high s chool. 

);() 1 
I 

c; y- a, ,{_ e-, ltncfer a!fe, Of 'n () 1r m c:r i a s e-- . C're--r t£)t'Ls a_g e-, 

J;t4,1,. :.i lflc:1. Zl.ht(ei-- 1% u nc{ei-- ~d, f/o r »ta L [t{ I?, J-lka .l ho 1v-e ,- 'J{ rtre r-
tf,e J'l-44e, o..3e, t?qe, a.J e. 

-- _ H!i e, qs_ e, a~ . 
1 77 f /{/. J7 !fl 7~ (} )_ I)_ I J~6'1 -

L _ !7 I :J... /J,Jf If( SJ,f7 )_Cf 33,ss 
-·- ---- ----.. 

J_[£ fo If :Z /II ljf 6':J. JJ :l__:T . ;1_0~ 6~s 
-

1V /tO I /6' I .6~ l/t 1/i :; f, :Jf, 

~ V 7! /6' If, l3 ~f JJ', If J6' J;i;,ll 

J[[ ft, II 12, 71 ,< !t ~1.07 .j'() !J'f.!J 

w , 17 If If f3 JI J/. 'l j• j'~ .!JJ, (,/ 

' 71 7 Cf wg-· f, /£ ;z tJ, j'/ J'(, 71,7 7 
ft/4 J.1 t{ L. £ff / JO If f Jfl lj), J; Jo,2 f3,2 

-

I-

-

-

• 
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~ Dr . s t r ti.: er i n h i s rei rot of the But e ·,on at 1.- s urve, ~ugges t s 

ei[ ht ere en t as "the prob u blo max i mum norm&l r £. t e of non- prom·ot i ons r, 

and con s ic! ers r ny umber e reate r t' o.n e i e 11t I rcen t of tho er r ol lmc nt 

to be exces .. i ve . On th i s b e::1 i s ·'t i 11 · a t er scho ol s mDk oo a.tr o ~ . 

s ho ,ing i n ull tho g·r !.. ~e s e x c ep-{ · ng the e i chth . The uper i nt en d<ent 

exr, l a i n e d that ~h ere &re ~:i ome r.ur ils r>romo t e cl e a.ch ~ et. r l crgel y 

fo r t ne r eu on that th ey ha ve been t .o ) e a r s in · the rece c i ng 

gr ~a e . : 1nce the se J UJ ils co l d no t do s•t i of ct ory hi Eh s choo l 

~ork there i s a t en dency f or t hem t o "st ick" i nt e eifht f r a e . 

U11t il .mch ti r.ir · ar: J t il lv:-a .e r f c; elP ab le t o p r ovide n1,eci !:..l c (' urfi e 

ior Em ch ch i lcl r en :e s eo no s at i slacto r 11e t ~onn o f rolicvint: t r e · 

sit1U,t ion . 

,. 

'H,. ·.- ork of sur ervi s i on i .J do ie by tr.e ~u t.r i nt ~1d e.r. t , h e 

· ri cip1l s o i the v uri ous bu ildi ngs und the d ire c t or oi mue io t..nd 
\ 

dra w-i re- , ,h o .. u s co rn.,_ le to oh u r[ O of i '10L o s ul)j ec tis . 

The work oi the :pri >1 01 :p ... l .3 01 t " ,e Vt.r i ou.,) buil lir:c s i s r r i -

m ri l : teac i ng , as each - f t om 1 · s & ro J for w i ch R~e is re­

s yo sible , und whatev e r t o~ ~o in the w y ~f oversEc i g t e 

work of' t h f. other t oac e r s r.us t be (\O e vs u .:> ide 1t1ssuc to thc, ir 

t ea oLing . i',llile ·e believe th ee e r ri nci pel s are a e ... fi c i c •"l t i n 

the or k of' s u pervi s i · n a .... t he circums t !:..nce a ~-111 e 1mi t , i ~ i ? i m­

pos ib le f r them to ,;-m.t (')r. th e r:o r k ··f' tr1e~ r bu il di. e·c ·.f rom da. -

to duy to s e vi;-he t hc r or not the i nst r uct i ons o·f' the 3uyori !" t O.'dant 

a re carri ed ou t at e ll , ~ ch le au t o ob aer ve &nd a F 1st in the 

me t h~os emrlo ed . 
• ....,.. 0 Ol"Y\... 

J.he .:ur cr i hte " oeri t rr,a.k es r or·o'!'l~l vi i t.s t o eve ry {:y,te-1 

nbout o ·. ce e nc l ···e ek c.. d ::-ome ~ i c more oft en , but hL , vi.Ji tc ure 



so hur:riea that he canr: o " get such u con cer, tio,1 o 1 t h e na: ure of 

the erk o.s e should ha•.ro . . ·· ese h1rrieii vis i s ,1 0 not , · n1 cttnnot 

five t.hr effective al~ .. istanco t rut must cons ti t.u te s o laree a r,or­

tion of' 8:r,Y reall ;:- valuuble clus. ro Jm su.y.crvision . 

'.J.he ~ur,erinte dent at ..,enr, t.;; to meet ~ is ditficul t;r in · t he 

' only possible •ra;· u:: der the circumstances. Thi ·s is to call to-

5ether gr.ups of teac ere doing similar w rk. ab the te~chcrs of 

t l e firet t wo grades ior e:.o. p le . u d talk ov er t' e work v1~ ~-1 t 1-<n . 

c&llin£ a.tt ne tion to these mt- t ter::.. he wa· ·ts s Lres ,ed , as ·:,o 11 as 

explaining ; hy they a.re i .. ir orta.nt and £iVir1£, ~uggestionB £a:, to ho · 

t .rn . ork can best be curri cr1 out: . e hero h_s oi ro r 1~n i ty ~o in-

quire as to what 7hey are do in£ i: cer tai n li 'les , c. a therebj' 

judce whet her hi f' r olicies ... nd specii ic in.;; t ructions ... re bei nE; 

prorerl executed . 

In addit i ot to hiO, sut&e~tive ou lines are.iur~i~hed .the 

tea.cr er s fr m ti ,e to ~- i ·1 e t r j a e then i " certain r1 ase s of 

their ,ork . These notes ure 01 ten ...: o J ull of encouragement and 

i nsrira.tion for both teachers cr; d rupils that the ir value ca.nn j t 

be overestimated . 

As v; e -;-ent from room to ro om 1·1 0 ere co.nvi YJ ced trat there is 

o. great d i fference in tl.e effic ie Le y of t'_e method G used . : ome 

of these me h ds are far bet t or t l:.t.'1 other , a!ld ··, e believe that 

i t ·; ould be }.ely,1 ul to dis cud ~ rL e thods a t these meetings allowing 

the be t ter teacher.s to load the di s cu~s ions as mu ch'aq ros ible . 
I 

;hi s Fiethr' d is emr lo ~··ed to SO!ne extc ··t notv , bu~11ore use co~la be 

~Lde of i t to great u ' vuntuge to co o of the touches . 

At present the Surerintende. t give~ B Ofu e t i ne to retuJar 

te&cl. ing . ·o is a sple id i "1St ructor a his services in ttis 

capacity are very valu blo for tr1e ptrt.iculc.r cla , ~ i nvolve 'l . 



owovcr, h i s t ime is too \i::.luabl0 for I ur1 oses of supervi i on for 

any thf it to be given to tho r e l.ring of classes ree;ulE...rly . 

Al though we ep1 rcci~ t e the V J. l t1e of t1 o lt1.r5e number of holr,e,, 

tests U 'u questionaires .hich ~re ~ent out by the ~uperinto. d8nt , 

e feel sure that man· puJils repeat int c e r ad es b ecause of a 

la.ck of that kind of supervi 0 ion which enables one to k eep up ii t h 

the protress oi the various rooms from wet k to wc ,k . 

:e have already not ed that Still~ater rurils nre comr,ra­

tiv el~ .,oorl l:-oused. i'hi s vdll be ., entionc d ... gain under ventil­

ation and he~ t ing. ~e wi h t o mention here that the buildings a a 

ro ms a:ro ·,ell o&red for end are attractive and h ~melike almost 

i ihout e.xception. 

~re r euts and nrra~genont of the hlackbo&rds a re f ~r LQPu1i-

orm to nee v the need .... , o1 t he 1 u1 ils , In so i1e o t~ e 1,rim~r y 

rooms the .bot: or.1 of t r.c bJ.ackboo.rds 'luck but a f'e r.1 i ncheo of' 

be ng en t irel;, out 01 re<--cn oi the ,3mt.lle r 1u 1 iL. . This could 

be remeii d at ~J~ll cost and shoula be att c~d·d to at on oe. 

lhere i s cont iderable vc:.ri t:.t i on i . the sL,, e of the 11uJ ils 

i n almout every ro or... u .d f'or this re& on· rea;:;ionaile number' of 

adjustable nea ·s and dos· sin needed . If these c annot at pres ent 

be had , a careful otua; sh-uld be Made as t t e u -ber of s eats , 

bot • larger a~ smeller than the regulcr si ; e, needed for ihe 

v arious rooms ~nd t h i s nee SU!plicd bys' jftirg t~r fur. i turo 

now pos~es ,ed by t r e school, tocether vi h the ~dd i t i o- of such 

new furni t 1i r e is ill .e t t}.e a emandt=J oi heal t ' , UY\d comfort . 

~he toilet facilitieo are i nu equate ior tte present needs . 

Stm1d~rd practice , f ounded r n the exr,eri8 11cc of I'l .ny cities , 



'· 
de.tands that there shu.11 be at le · t one eat for vcr f ifte n 

girls, and. one eat and one urinul for every t "enty-f'ive boys . 

1he s1tp1 l~· in all t' e s cl ools c· cer, tL g t e T i -:colr a.r below t r.e 

s tundE. rd of this requirement. .u t pros .'.' et, .10s + of tl c .stalls have 

"' .. o d oors. '' This i v a t horoughl;· b d pr c ti ce c..nd ch nula be re-

edied. \o citizen woul(i · toler ate oucr t.,krt:.ctice i ~ hi ... h me a d 

Lhere is no reashon v,hy his ohilnren should be subjected to it at 

sc}1001. 
,, 

( Str~yer,George B.- 1-~ l ) . ':'oilets should be provided .. 
' • 

,'i h chert do rs .. et Woll up from the floor v.na rrangod dth a 

spring so th&t tho~ ·ill dng in when not in u ,e • . 

1ho ... incol ' o."'1a Jeffers on bnildings ar · not SUJ.,J.licd ¥1 t .. 

clouk roo .,s . ..hile tnere sem s t be no conve ... ient method of re­

medin t_ is matter , the prec .. ent method of c .... ring for t' e wraps is 

very unsatisf..,.c tory. 

None of t he r e.de schools d.~1rovided ~·i t I c;..Il as e . bly room • 

... his is t...n other f't.ili" r:e vhich cc.nno t be ea i., i l .i remedio • · 11 though 

some ci tieu , h&voing failed i n thif:I purtiuult:..r i n plamli g ·their 

'buildi ·g-D , heve lo. t er erect ea a f' J)ecial assc ,bl" builnir.g ·for 

certain schools , such a 8UEgest i o~ woul f i ~a lit le sur r ort in 

Still· ter u t re2 ent. :~hen -...11 the members of u' school c n ·~1 t 

do·" tocethcr i t gives uch JUf il a Le~se oft e sire and_ irnrortanoe 

oi the un ert(.l,king i n which t·: e ., arc engc goa . uch g~therinr s not 

o l;· . :f.'urn i ~1 h orportuni ty for c ·_ 01 er& •- 1 V 8 i c t,i vi ty but st i ula t es 

J)ride a nd ... utut.l i nterest und holpfulne<Js . 11 "'here il:1 :no ore 

profi able lo:35on of tl .e da. t h e1.n t r.at whic t .e . u1 ils get by 

si t ting to get er i n o .ic -n i ' ,{?: exorcise· ". ( ·~as t r a.~ge • ,T . re:r:ort) 

It TT u r t be re embered t, at rood b 1il <lings :.ro in themsel-:·Nl 

help ul educational influences . Children s ~o a a 1 rr e or Li on 

Of tle fo~~ i e J eriod~ Oi t cir liVOu in thewe wC~OOl buildin~S 

nd heir ideuls o to ro,er hou ing co diLio s. co v eniences 
' C7 



st.. i ta.t i on etc. o.re u ncor.-.iou 1;7 bourn in on t em by i,' ei r sur-

r undings at f?chool. -o j "'formuti "'n t oy gain from book, is more 
0., 

i mportant e":.d la,. tinc; th ~ t hat \",hich s ple did well furni Ehod 
. --\ 

buildi ng is able ,o teach. 

By the uae of -- uch dccorut i ngs as 1 icturc.., [.nd .... 1ov er. , as 

well us i n general order and clea.nlines ....: , "' tillvn.ter L doing , 'r eal 

rnll .,...i th the bu· lding equip::neri.t at 1 und . .In ti ,e Still,;-ater ill 

build ot· er buildint,s . She r.,ust ro ,ember thnt the.·c bui l di gs ~re 

more t han sh l ter and place to learn and roci te lesEons . · '"hey are 

to be the h c,mes- of her children , ana must be built accor i ngl~- . 

:'o c lose i i th a qudlta .. io:n fror Pro i . --oore of ··ale; " t \',as 

the conviction of one of :::he •1isest of teachers t , at ::-out'-' s 10uld 

be nurtured i pleasant placec in the midst of rcfi ~ea surroundings , 

i n o!xler tha. t t 1E bree?o of heal th a .::d beaut;· mi, h t blo over 

their· ::"l ouls n""d rcntly ll_ ..-~ a u nconscjousl;- harmonize their liver-

end win them to ~he true beauty a~d orderli£esa ·hich are t he 

/:j objects of all our strivirg . " (Moore, 13 ). 

Heating . 

Cne serious defect w 1ich must be reme i cd as son as pos3ible 

is a lack of s· .tisft..ctor;- methods of warming the building.3 . , n 

days of exter ~e cold wnen the wind i ~ h igh it is next to im1ossible 

t o kee,. .:iany of t l e rooms sufficicn ~ l J WE..r- • E or this roirnon 

roo.:1.3 T;·ere re1 e& tedl., dis ·Jis .. ed for o c or t ,o a ys at $ime . 

-he uperintcndent estimated t hat for the year 191( - 17 t:e time 

lo · t from this ccuse wculr ~mcut to an [ Veragc of one .eek for 

the ertire system . ··a n, brd days \"-,.' C:11 tre room ...... ure i . ce .. Sio , 

ohil~ren are kept at h or.ic b.,- t heir re.rents beet.use of the unsut ic::­

f gctory o nditions . 



Perhaps as much irne i.. lost for t hi fl re r. o a t:' fr m di' i sal of 

the rooms . _he re ular rUn!1 i n g OXI O:!S es Of' t. P ACh oo l amr,.un t S to 

~2186 per mont h , and t ~e ctual mn cy lose for the week l o t by 

di Pm i ~sal w s 546. I f anot er week was lost by rea son of a~sences 

when t,· e rooms .e r e no t di smi ...,r cd , the to t el 1~c..., a•,,o·p· t ed t o r11ore 

than ·1000 . his los ... con t i r:ues j_rom ~ ear to : ear , whi le t e pro1 er 

e:xpendature of' the a mount lost in two or throe :·ears would do much 

t~wara correotinE t he co-dition en irel y . 

mhe writer calle~ a t one of t he buildings· o~ i col d uLOW 7 

morning to find that t he hco.ti.at; s ystem h:::i.d gone l'l rons , t nd there . 
wau no fire in the buildi ~g . The rinci 1a l and ~ome of . the teachers 

wore on 11 nd t o tel l c h.i. ldren t ha t therl would b e no ... chool . 

Lit t le chil ren c.r:..!ne, ..,o _e 01 t em a mile or more , .... a a r r 1,v d nu :,b 

wi tl cold ,- s over&l of t ~em crying- , onll t o recoive t he news t £ t 

there ·;ould be no school .s.nd t w. t t hey must re urn the mile h · me 

wi thou t en o r,ortuni t y to r m. f'") e heal th a nd comf'ort of t es e 

children i s a matter of ~0 0 great i myr r t e nce for t h i n condition t o 

be 'tolerated , u d nome o.~e must s houl der the respon::i ibi lit. und 

i~ $V~# roctify t C CO~dition at t ho ea rlies t poC ' iblc moment . 

Ventilation . 

Tho la -k of a ili t y t o war · Sf1.1e ro n ,f' sufficient l y i n· cold 

we ther , tor ether wit . t he fact that t here i s no s ys t em o:f v !l tdi­

lation ot .er t h an t hat a f:foraoa b ;r r. a n i 7ulnt i on c f wind w~, y, ec­

e '"' sarily causes t he ventilatio n of t he ro()·s to be fo.r belo n t 1:.e 

Gta .,dard . v.·h i le it i s true t 1 a t 8cie11ce r a ::-: r..ot a .J :·e t de.,.- ised 

u s._ t i c f actory s yc tem of vc .:.tilating Lchool r ooms , any i 1 rovoment 

in the ef ficiency of t h eating system will ~l s J i rove ihe 

os s ibili t y oi p ro1)erl.,. ve .itilatL. t he r ooms . en. we arc re- , 

mi n ded that 11 i t ·.a bce >'l c .lculLt, d t a t f oul air de ..; troys 75,.., of' 

/ t he effic i ency of ..., c' ool work . '' ( Moo r e , 14 ). 
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. (: ·oore 's ..,urvey of -:a.at Orange • J. )- we ar 1 recie. te the e1101rmous 

' loss ,hich e tax payers of .Jtil:.Svater ure sustaininL in · their 

effo~t to curtail expenses. 

ihe to rooms at the Jcffersnn buil t i g ~:ic~ are it~atod 

jn t above t .{ fur':ice room are tori · arrr, dnril:L all t he months 

fire is needed . ' here seems to be no convenien v way or remod .. ·ing 

the situation at . Jresent , · but th condition is a donstant menace 

to ti:e health of the rupil , t..l d at· the st...1c ti e ! , ust eifect the 

quality of their work . 

Fire EscafeS. 

Fire escapes are lacking at t..11. the buildings; A fire r: eo:r one 

of t . e bu1ldi"gs l l st yenr cou~ea co~ ~idcrable anxiety on the part 

of some arent una it 1 &S t ~ou rht t ~at t1e attcr of fire o~capos 

would be atte!'.l od to but cot, i n e: ha ~ been do :-- o as et . "'he habit 

of procrastina.tior. in such matter s i :c1 extre ol:· danger0us, .....,nd 

,;till mter should prlti'fit by t }:e sad examrle of so ne ot , er cities 
• 

rather than pa- t'-e renalty f ner:lect wit ... the lives of ~-or chJl ren . 

tho buildings are 
• 

with appare,un for givi ~ fir 

ver. satisfa ctorily cquirped 

"'igna.ls. a t .o I upil s an d t e - cherc• 
I 

are rell drill f a Jor ernr tyi g the buil~in 1 s. ~he rractices ere 

sufficio3ltly frequent t 11a~ t ore is no l-larm or oxci te.r:·.ent. 

7here i no ru . ning or cro·:;di:!1g , the children remain orderly , and 

t .e buildings are em tied bor, , quickly . J:owevcr , t · o stairways 
• 

which are quite narrow in ~orae c~ses, Lre all of "~ oa a nd theae 
is 

ure oilc:1 "' ften a 1d i t,,not imJ,robublc t het t h e o ,l:.; av1., l\Ue of 

escape might be cut off for s ome rooms before the fire would be 

di t covered and the alarm given • 

. Dri :.kine ... a tor. 

The resev:t net ho ,1 of ~n1r r,l ·· i n[ dri king "m t or for t h e scLools 

i c:- unoati : fc..ctory, ur: a yet t ~cre 2 o!nr to °l;) t, .o c :i"'V(mien t ro rr..edy • 

. i n ce t c city .- ator is 1 fit for dri king i:,urr,oc os , t' ,e :" c ools are 
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u li d y ump.~ from •1 L on t o chool rr m;ses . ~he re -

"· q tire · en ts f' tho luw re bser· d ia t u .. .,ho nc} ool :_.:iu.L 1 es o 

-
co ~mon drinki~t curs , bu. thi 1utt r is 1 little i~rcrtance ~o 

long a s t· e rupils insirt on le~di •g t~ir rrivcte cure 1ntil 

they in fact bLcome rublic rop~rtJ • 

... he· .,up rinte ··dert takes every rrecc.ution ,: s to the qu li ty of 

t e Wt ter , ho.vi.mg it anal:·:- e e.t le st t·:;iee e ch ·co.r for e.11 the 
\ 

so~ools . If there is t' e slightest s}owinr fr typ·oid , the iu~1 

is locked and no :further ris s. ure tuken u n il t con i 1 i61\ 'as 

been th~roughl ~ o- rrected . ,ovrnver, some syPte . must be workc 

o~t as ~oon ~s ioseible vhe~eby the schoolv can be s up lir d vitl 

s~nitary dri nking fJunt~ins . 

· ·edica.l Tno:pection. 

There is ut present no systom of odic~l ineorection vi atcver . 

,"hile we 1~ave no stati: ticeo to bear U"' ont , j11 ei~g from i · o ex­

neriences ~f cities w~ere co~ ·1 arable 1recbuLion i· t~.c-, t~ere 

must be a c ~n iderable loss i ~ Lhe efficiency of t.e ~till vater 

school 0 becc.uso o t he contaeion of r;1inor diseases . 

1 gro ter lo..;s tl ubtleo!:5 is s.1.st inec1 beet.US!. 0 1 deice ~ive 

vision, hearing. adecoids , et • u~ing the 1ercento.ics iiven in the 

.:pri ntfield, Ill in is ~urv(., , .vL j_c • is ba,. od on tho c ,_di " ionv 

f ~·und in the better cL: ... s ,. of rcF idnc. ce cit ie.i in the rni tcd ~ ta.teP , 

it is . prob~ble . th&t of trc 1000 (a1rr xima t cly) pupils e rolled 

in the .... tillwa ter schools t ut: 50l · or 500 , , uve efcc1 i ve I eeth , 

wl ich is t' ,e k ' O · r c , u o of t. la:rg e erce 1t a ge :;i i.·. e&se . 15111 , 

or 150 , ,ave or r ~ve }1<c .. d obstruc1 ed nazu.l passage"', with whic is 

7Learly ul·r.-u~ s acco .ir,o.ni ,a t he i et of :returda.tion . en rierce , t , 

or 100, • ave Vi 1i on dofocti ve en 011 c-, t re ui re ·glasF os. Five 

:percent , or fifty, n.a.ve ~erio11~· ly 01ect.ivc nearing. ''De ad 

one- Llf 1erce~t, _r fiftoe~ , ' ave efectivc Speech. 



.. . I f th i s los .... could c ~ ta.t(d in dol~ar·i}uro c>en~~- . Tl'/ feel s11re 

t.nat the sum wou'ld be so al· rmL1 ._ thut some solut i 1;,n of t::c ro 1cm 

would be im -:ea i& tt ly s "ilf ht . -here woul 1 dou b tleas be -ome op 1 o-

sition to any move looking to nedic~l inspect i on , but th9 lives 

of chi'J.dr.c a.re to - i portt..c t for e.u thori ties to ·1,ai t u nt i l tl)e 

entire co mmunit, is conv · need . 

At y.rescnt t he u 0rintende ~t cuution2 teLchers to be ,,n the 

lo kcut for ny S;j~pton of rii""em'e , i:...nd urtc· t o . to sen d · 111 

Fus1icious pupil~ ~cme 1ntil t he c~ ~e car be lo k a i ct0 , · h ile 

thi~ is a c m~endablo ~ractico i i o insufficient •. 

e are un ble to fiuy jus t -..1ht. t urrun unents hould be mu.de to 

' c ·· rrect tnis v;eakon s , but ,e hav e :10 doubt there 13 .. ome s i . lo , 

loc~l ind sutiaf&ctor~ ae hod , It should be discovered u~d upplied 

~s soon uc pos~ibl e . 

Some ~igns Of Pro €ress . 

Courses in ·a.nuo.l rt.i._ing und Lor.,esti c cience ha.vc been 

adden to the curriculurtJ. ' 

: special i nc truc i or for Jgriculturel subjects is now re­

gularl~ employed . 

s1 &cit~l ,'urervi :3or oi aruwine .... rl 1UJic i s in c·11. .. r [ o of 
. 

thi.J -;o rk . 

,epertmc tDl ins t ructio!" l-:.~ s bce:r: i >11 r 1e111c e, in t' e n, r e r 

graa.e,s . 

A substantiLl addit i on hes benn rnEde tot o Jefferson build-

ing , C ~t 0r addi ions to b~il'ings are row rla ned . 
. . 

; 1ans are being devcloyc for the constr 2ction of a new igh 

s c o-1 huilcli"'g . \ius v o··· tht ~~Ji t.no 1l.:.Ve been haJ-ltcd bo c""'u s e 

of the w ... r . 

.1.:·ere is c·~n ... ider~ le inter e3t i n tho resent "'eachcr' · 



' 

Considerable playtroun· e: uirmcnt DB beer added. 

he sul&r of < 11 school e1-ylo;1ee ~' ·· ere raised t 1e I rese r: t 

;;ear, ~na plt.ns j or a r: t.dni tio.nul raise f ) r next yc,.,.r ~ro under way . 
, 

Addition -- 1 iire preve r tion eq11ipr. ent ha.~ be en in°t 1;llcd; a nil 

m re attention i s being f i vc n ·o f iro drill ~ • 

.• ooms ~:cc regulurly dL1i nf'ccied us a s ..... i t ary Jirccuut ion . 

All drinki .g water 1~ te s ted ~t leas~ twice oo ~h ~~r . 

Home gc.rdens and childre ns ba Jr uccou .ts huvo multiplied in 

t he las t few ; e~rs • 

... he m~nimum st u'idurd 1 or te hcncr..,' quulificu. ti on.... ,us been 

gruduul ly r iJed. 



nn SUGG STro-s. 

The latest school census shows t he indepe:ci.dent school 

district of Stillwater to ave 1218 children f school age . 

The enrollment in the schools is 84 of this number . 

Almost exactly ne fourt ,: f t 'he pupils art, above s ixteen 

years of age. The ability of~ s ys tem t o 'old its pupils in 

school is the best pos~ible indic~tion of satisfaotor obndi-

tions. .. 

he percentage of nonpromotion for tae grades 1a 10 . 

Oft total enr0llment . The standard as detc mined b nr. 
Ayers ould rcquir tie number to be reduced to 8%. c do 

this t r e C')Urse f stud:· ,uet be m0dif'ied so as t,o more nearly 

fit t e needs of t ne aver~ge pu1il than it does at present . 

The percentuc~ cf grcdo ~upils over age is 43 . 2; under age 
' 

14 . 4 o.nd of' normal age 42 . 4 • For t · c ei£ hth grade t h ese eroent- · 

&~es are us iollows; over age 71 . 77 ; under age 7 . 69; n rmul uge 

20 . 54 . This again indicL. ,t.., tat the cour~e is outlined for 

a group of students cqnsidcra.bly above tl".e av rage ability of 

Still atcr pu1ils . 

SUI :RVISIO. rhe coneral organi~aticn a nd management 

of t e Stillwater school s ;·stem is goo • here is a lack, 

hovever, f close supervision oft e work in t he vvri,ue r ooms . 

This is because all oft o prinoipuls · ave rooms ~hioh occup• 
# 

all f their time , and because t ~e Superint rds r; t gives a 

iortion of his time to t eaching. 

The Super1ntc.da'1t sh uld givo .all of :..if' time to supervision 

and one additional capable per on should be employed tn esaist 
, . 
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in this ~ork . T ere is at presents lack of uniformity in system 

and methnd tno great forte accomplis ent of tho best results. 

Suggestive outlines ,_que ... tior..aires and sneets for general 

tosting o1 L: rnrk , sent out by t e ~u:per1ntendant,does muc'-1 

o make good this loss but it is not sufficient. 

BUIL:'" I G: and ":QUI Compared to other cities of 

ljke size,the c nildron of Still ter are poorly 1oustd. 

The seats ar.d blackboards . ar too unfform to meet the 

needs of t 1e pupils. Both matters oould bo romedied at srpall 

cost ,and gr ntly tc t e advent.age of the v,ork and comfort 

of t ' e rupils . 

The present toilet facilities are inadequete for the 

needs of' t ' EJ school . All toilet stalls sho1ld be provided ·tth 

short d'"ors , v: ich \\ill swing in wen t he stall ie not in use. 

one of thf gr· 1e buildings have a,rnombly rooms , an, the 

ns embl·· room of t '!- e ig i school is inadequate for t nc needs of 

the ,.ch~ol. As ner. buildines £.re erected suitable assembl;'"' 

r ms sr ould be provided. 

1th f F-· excei:tions,t c ro ~ms are neat i r.i appearance , 

ec r rated 1th pictures and flo 0 Grs una arc ... ado a truot ivo 

and omelike. ~hie is a most commendable practice . 

PR0.1. : C .:.'I · of HEJ Ii"'TI . .l'he heating s - stem is insuffioient 

for t e demands of tic severest weutbor • .t here is a heavy an ua.l 

lose ~ustained because c f t · e neoes ity of diemis ing builginga 

occasionally,in t he colder months. 



Thi s lack of abi l 1 tt to keop rooms -;-;arm in ~he ooldest 

~eather cause~ th~ windows to be closed most of the time and 

t hus interferes with prorer ve rt ilation. 

The window shad.es in m~y of the ro ,.,ms 1 o·•Jer from th t op 

a Yid a pro:rer di ntributi on of light is im:pos si ble , ·wl).en the 
./ 

curtb.ins are r a.rt l y drawn . Some ro oms are supr.liea with our-

tains which roll both from the top and the bot t,om . These are 

more satisfactory r.nd .sh oul d be supplie11 for all the rooms . 

1rwo ro oms at the Jeffers on scho ') l , s i tuatca just abovc1 the 

furnace , a.re too ,,(. rm duri ng ;,,ueh of the ye c1r . 

much 

• 

Al l of the building·s lack fire esca.res . '::!his la.ck is the more 
• 

alarming 2inoe some of t he buildings nave but one stair way , 

since the stair ways are narrow_ fo~ the most rart, and sinoe 

- they are constructo d of wood and are kept well oiled . 

DFI:UCING ·~-AT"R • The drinking water :for all the schools 

is 2upplied from wells . ~he water is tested ~t least t ~ioe 

ea.ch year , arid when signs of im;pu1'ities ere discovered the 

well i r question is locked until t~e condition is corrected . 

Children do not sup1lY themselves :pro:rerly wi t l· private 

drinki ng cups·. 

The schools should be supplied with sanitary drinking 

, fountains as so on as pos s ible . • 
At present t here is no system of 

medical ins'peetion , by a phys ician for t l-Je school s . However , 

every precsut i Jn is taken by the principsl s ~nd teeaPers 

?G 
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to sect, it children srowing signs of illness are eliminate fr 
from thL schools until tleir oases ure lo ·ked into. ~ome 

definatc system of medicul insrection b: a competent ph;sioian 

ffiUSt be worked out ~nd rut into operation as soon as possible . 

• 
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