Intra- and Interspecific Variation in Tadpole Lateral Line Cells

Sarah Porth,’ Lisa Surber,?2 and Eva Fischer?

Parkland College, Champaign, IL’
Department of Evolution, Ecology, and Behavior, School of Integrative Biology, University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign?

Background Methods Preliminary Results: =
. . | C © [ |
e The lateral line is a sensory system that detects Tall Neuromasts
motion and pressure in fish & larval amphibians. © .p- ' |
e The sensory end organs are called neuromasts. § -
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g — e Dorsal & ventral neuromast analysis
Ho e Later stage D. tinctorius & H. fleischmanni tadpoles
' e Compare terrestrial species with fully-aquatic Xenopus laevis tadpoles
y
e Analyze if startle behavior is correlated with number of neuromasts
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