Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies, Waseda University
Journal of the Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies
No.44 (2022.9) pp.17-38

AR & EESE R B oAl
O

Shigeharu Matsumoto and the Founding of
the International House of Japan

Congli Dong*

Abstract

This paper reexamines how the International House of Japan(IH]J) was founded, by
exploring Shigeharu Matsumoto’s cooperation with John D. Rockefeller 3rd and
Matsumoto's efforts to gain support of Japanese people, especially the intellectuals.

Rockefeller planned to establish a cultural exchange organization to expand the
influence of American culture in Japan, while Matsumoto sought to build an organization
which will reconnect Japan with the rest of the world through international cultural
exchanges. On the other hand, Rockefeller and Matsumoto shared the idea of
strengthening Japan-U.S. relations and weakening the influence of Communism. Overall,
Rockefeller fulfilled most of Matsumoto's requests.

In the nationwide fundraising campaign, the need for the establishment of IHJ was
explained in the context of finding Japan's ways of making a fresh start in its returning to
the international community. Although IHJ implemented some projects to weaken the
influence of Marxism in Japanese academia or intelligentsia, more efforts were devoted
into meeting Japanese scholars” academic needs and promoting foreigners understanding
of Japan. In the 1950s, the main purpose of Matsumoto was to rebuild Japan's image and
increase its stature in the world, rather than weaken the influence of Marxism in Japan.

By reexamining how IHJ was founded, to some extent, this paper will help to deepen
the understanding of Japan-U.S. cultural cooperation and Japanese liberal intellectuals’
views on international cultural exchange after Japan regained independence in the 1950s.
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