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Rural Youth in the South….Who Are They
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Unique Challenges For Rural Youth

• Mobility: Youth tend to be more mobile than older adults, moving between urban and rural areas,
between various kinds of formal and informal employment, and inside or outside of agriculture.

• Urban migration: That higher level of mobility is associated with higher levels of urban migration,
driven at least in part by perceived and actual limited opportunities for employment in rural areas.

• Assets: Relative to older adults, youth are significantly less likely to own or manage agricultural
holdings and medium or large rural enterprises.

• Family of origin: The familial starting point of youth has a very strong impact on their livelihood
trajectory.

• Gender: Opportunities to accumulate human capital, build social networks and access assets are
highly gendered
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The Rural Transition Pathways Model And Youth

These transition pathways coalesce
around four centers of gravity — broad
categories of livelihoods that rural
households may choose to engage with:

• Farming as a business

• Rural services entrepreneurship

• Rural labor

• Urban migration
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Using a Pathways Lens to Address youth challenges
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This Transition Will Not Happen on Its Own

The voice of youth can help shape policies and decisions  for the future
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