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Two indigenously fabricated high-
density polyethylene (HDPE)

floating cage measuring 6 m diameter was
used for cage culture in Krishna river system
at Nagaya Lanka, Andhra Pradesh. An outer
net, inner net and a bird net was used for
the cage. An HDPE ballast pipe (63 mm
diameter) of 6 m diameter with holes for
the free flow of the water, lined with weight,
tied at the bottom of the net maintained the
shape of the nets. The effective volume of
the net bag used in the culture was about
127 m3.  The cage was moored using
anchor at a depth of 7 m in Krishna River 1
km away from barmouth during December

2011 in the presence of local Panchayat
President and media persons. The students
from local Fisheries Polytechnic had assisted
in tying of the nets and mooring of the cages.
The salinity of the site ranged from 20 to
23 ppt with approximately 1 m tidal
amplitude. Pearlspot (Etroplus suratensis) fry
(4-5 g) collected from the flood filled earthen
ponds were directly stocked into the cages.
About 15,000 numbers of Pearlspot
juveniles were stocked in one cage.  The
other cage was stocked with 2000 numbers
of 40-50 g size seabass Lates calcarifer.
Wet feed dough balls using commercial low
protein pellet feed was recommended for

Pearlspot feeding. While, seabass was given
35% protein pellet feed. Feeding trays were
kept inside the cage and feed was placed in
this. Regular checking of the nets and
mooring was suggested for any damages
that may occur in the course of culture. The
Pearlspot attained a size of 10-15 g after
two months of stocking.  The growth of
seabass also is encouraging as it reached
about 80 g and more. The advantage of
cage culture of pearl spot is that it will not
spawn in cage due to the absence of firm
substrate for egg attachment. The cages
have been transferred to a local farmer on
PPP mode of operation.
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Cages being launched in Krishna River system, Nagaya Lanka

Launching of low cost cage
at Mumbai

Mumbai Research Centre has propagated small GI pipe
cages for the marginal and small scale fishermen at village

Kalamb (Dist. Thane) in Maharashtra. The low cost GI pipe circular
cages have been stocked juvenile of lobster Panulirus polyphagus.
The fishermen are taking care of feeding the lobsters daily and
maintaining the cage while staff of CMFRI is monitoring the growth
and health of the lobsters.
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