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When listening to one recording from the SGW Poetry Series (1966-1974), it can be hard to hear its place amid the reading

series as a whole. One can visualize its place on a list or on a calendar but it can be harder to sonically hear the seriality itself,

except when someone on the recording, most often the host, refers to the previous or following reading. For this Audio of the

Week, as we near the end of 2019, I have selected two clips from December readings in which there are announcements for the

next readings in January. First, you will hear the end of Daryl Hine reading “The Trout” on 1 December 1967 and then the end of

James Wright reading “A Blessing” on 13 December 1968. How does our experience of a recording change when we listen to it

as marking time? I suggest that we can hear these recordings as sounds of temporality and that each of them captures an

anticipation of a new year.

Listen to the entire recordings here and here.
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Katherine McLeod

Katherine McLeod researches and teaches Canadian literature through sound, performance,
and archives. Her recent publications include a chapters in the books Public Poetics: Critical
Issues in Canadian Poetry and Poetics, Moving Archives (Wilfrid Laurier UP), and CanLit
Across Media: Unarchiving the Literary Event (MQUP), which she also co-edited with Jason
Camlot. Currently, she is an Affiliate Assistant Professor in the Department of English at
Concordia University, where she researches CBC Radio recordings and where she is
organizing SpokenWeb’s Ghost Reading Series.

Follow the site she curates for Montreal readings at WherePoetsRead.ca and @poetsread.
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