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▪ ABSTRACT (300 words):  
 
The cultural heritage of many rural areas, such as the villages of Valle del Genal in 
Andalusia, is endangered. Factors such as the depopulation suffered in the last 25 
years have prevented the knowledge transfer from the elderly to the young. This paper 
focuses on mapping the social, economic and habitat resources as a preliminary step 
to the implementation of measures and policies against the abandonment of these 
areas. The aim is to create a map regarding the cultural identity and idiosyncrasy of 
each village in the valley. The mapping of these local entities is carried out through a 
combination of participatory work with the communities in the area and the data 
tracking from geo-positioning and social networks applications. During the identification 
and inventory process, the relationship between different citizen initiatives and social 
groups are analyzed. This cartography pretends to offer a base of accessible 
knowledge for inhabitants and visitors. Data dumped on a unique web GIS platform 
(www.platic.es) lets analyzing the plausible connections among these initiatives and, 
therefore, recognizing some shared interests and concerns. The collected data 
emphasizes the need to integrate qualitative information (as socio-economic and 
cultural ones) in the planning and regeneration processes against depopulation. The 
mix of participatory processes with digital resources provides an innovative tool that 
makes it possible to make visible and to qualify depopulated rural areas. 
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