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• Can knowledge brokers from multiple levels play a 
role in developing consensus?

• Under what conditions does this work or not work? 

• Can science play a bridging role?

Guiding questions



Community-level science advice 
UCL Engineering Exchange
• Network of engineers, built 

environment specialists and 
Londoners committed to making 
UCL expertise available to 
communities

• Research, skills and learning 

Can knowledge brokers from multiple levels play a role 
in developing consensus?



City / Metro-level science advice 
Green Infrastructure CityLab, GCRO
• “CityLab is… a platform that 

facilitates the co-production of policy 
relevant knowledge between 
practitioners and researchers, in this 
case on the development of a Green 
Infrastructure Plan for the Gauteng 
City-Region”

Can knowledge brokers from multiple levels play a role 
in developing consensus?



Global-level science advice
Reporting on SDG 11, UN-Habitat 
• “This Report represents a joint 

position from the UN family on 
the global urban status on SDG 
11 and other urban related global 
agendas such as the New Urban 
Agenda, Paris Agreement, 
Sendai Framework….”

Can knowledge brokers from multiple levels play a role 
in developing consensus?



• Acceptance of the challenges of 
working in topically and institutionally 
complex contexts

• Communication, coordination and 
integration vertically and horizontally 

• Matching of (at least some) priorities 

• Awareness of the need for democratic 
space for local actors

(Morrison, 2007; Leck and Simon, 2012)

Under what conditions does this work or not work?



• Respect and understanding 

• Visible and ongoing inclusion

• Information sharing, interaction and 
collaboration

• Effective partnerships and networks

• Responsibility and ownership for 
multi-scalar co-ordination

Under what conditions does this work or not work?



“… the boundary organization is able 

to project authority by showing its 
responsive face to either 

audience… an opportunity to 

construct the boundary between their 

enterprises in a way favourable to 
their own perspectives.”

(Guston, 2001)

Can science play a bridging 

role?

By Ambika Misra - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=28655806



• Provocation to action

• New insights and perspectives on a 
topic

• Tool for change (and bigger 
change) 

Can science play a bridging 
role?
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