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About us

UCL Department of Science, Technology, Engineering and Public Policy (STEaPP) explores how scientific and engineering expertise can meaningfully

engage with public decision making and policy processes to tackle pressing global issues and improve public wellbeing.
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CITY LEADERSHIP LABORATORY
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e e The UCL City Leadership Laboratory brings together world-class academic scholarship, public authorities,
international organisations, the private sector and local SMEs to create a unique environment for urban
1\ gl NPT experimentation, research, teaching and — most importantly — action.
CITY LEADERSHIP

‘ "¢l The Lab builds on three years of projects, grants and activities of the City Leadership Initiative. A joint effort of the
World Bank Group and United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat), with funding from the UK
Government's Economic and Social Research (ESRC) and Engineering and Physical Sciences (EPSRC) Research
Councils. Over the past three years the Lab employed over 30 researchers across more than 12 projects and 20
28 policy and impact oriented partnerships with key urban and international stakeholders like the World Health

Organisation, ARUP, C40 Cities and the UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office.

. Whilst the main goal of the Lab is to tackle globally relevant city challenges, the projects undertaken are practically
oriented and often locally focused. This distinct endeavour for applied inquiry reflects the Lab’s desire to meet and
unravel constraints on leadership, with a view to re-imagining city leadership for the 21st century. See ‘Focus Areas’
1 for information on our work with key urban stakeholders.

The Lab is based within UCLs policy-focused Department of Science, Technology, Engineering and Public Policy
* (UCL STEaPP) and has links across UCLs network of urban research and practice.

Learn more about STEaPP here.
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CITY LEADERSHIP LABORATORY

ABOUT US RESEARCH EDUCATION PUBLICATIONS PARTNERS CONTACT US

Project Team

Urban observatories can play critical roles in decision-making, providing research and analysis relevant to
addressing pressing urban issues, such as those flagged in UN-Habitat's New Urban Agenda. This work
aims to catalogue and analyse activities of a diverse range of existing observatories with a view to
understanding factors for effectiveness in different operating settings. While urban observatories are
catalogued through activities such as the UN-Habitat Global Urban Observatory (GUO), there is little
centralised detailed information globally regarding the way in which these observatories operate.

Shaping informed cities

" Urban observ the
Now a

This research project will catalogue existing urban observatories, and create an up-to-date database of
their partners, output types and methodologies employed. Through development of case studies and
dissemination of research findings this project aims to form an ongoing consultative and support network
around the community of interest.

STEXPP

Urban Observatories This project is conducted in collaboration with the Gauteng City-Region Observatory (GCRO), a research
agency that exists as a collaboration between two local universities and the Gauteng Provincial
Government, South Africa
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The Gauteng City-Region (GCR)

Context
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Wider GCR

Countries

A an actually existing urban reality, with
dynamics (spatial, economic, social,
environmental, etc.) that need to be understood

* Cluster of cities, towns and urban nodes —
including cities of Johannesburg and Pretoria
— make up the economic heartland of South

Africa.
At the core is Gauteng province:
« 2% of national land area

» Most urbanised, but only roughly 20%
urban



The Gauteng City-Region (GCR)

Context

e ) ~ve
&, & . 2 st E g
~og? - 2 o (o p
"‘,‘L‘f;fv i,, 2 “ t :
= +: ~Limpopo
‘f' ~” » §~ A oy ° anas
& \ ? % 5.4 million
- st ?” A ~
North West” .4 : p
A = ¢ P .
w8 3.5 million y i : Gauteng
& y-212.3 million \
. }
Middelburg
o \
% A s Witbank
U E Mpumalanga
- ¥ ) > > e
. nsu“: ‘3‘ . -4 million
e s .
Sor¥* “ k4
- ‘,I
g .5
\w
- L ,,A.Secunda ,f(
Potchefstroom _ .
¥ .
Klerksdo 0 radius Circle centred on Joburg CBD
“'@' P D Johannesburg
I~ _ K Population dot density (Census 2011 SAL)
Free State
2.7 million Total

= x —

* Most densely populated province of SA,
(estimated 13.5mil people (StasSA 2016))

» Holds roughly a quarter of the South
African population and a third of the
national economy

* 13,4 million people within 100km
radius of the centre of Johannesburg

17 million people within 175km

Understanding the GCR as what happens
in and outside of (artificial) provincial
boundaries



The Gauteng City-Region (GCR)

Context

'-\s "- @i’

v‘ N0

" Mabopane
-~ Soshanguve 12

3
: i
:l é \ y - g 4 £ »g;‘Mldrand
f b %
J S . ¥
] X By [
i o 3
r-d —A )'
\ ==l M
e
\ » ol
\ LY
,\ S L. \\A {
,’:g ; 3 [ qWes!onana
I’ > "& A | -5
\ - SN ey ol 2
\ o 2 . ¢
A Y B » N\
1 a |
| 3.
- v
‘\—- CEY '
1} ; \‘
-
Ve M.y
L
(%)
&=y

A ‘political project’ to govern the GCR better
through improved intergovernmental co-ordination

 Find the right institutional expressions of the idea
of a city-region

» Given the city-region’s challenges and
opportunities, shape the right government agenda



The Gauteng City-Region (GCR)

Context

Gauteng
City-Region
Observatory

GCRO helps to build the knowledge base that
government, business, labour, civil society and
residents all need to shape appropriate strategies
that will advance a competitive, integrated,
sustainable and inclusive Gauteng City-Region.

GCRO is an institutional collaboration between:
 University of Johannesburg (UJ),
» University of the Witwatersrand (Wits),
» Gauteng Provincial Government, and
* Organised local government in Gauteng
GCRO Board comprises 2 academics from each

university, and 2 reps each from provincial and
local government (8 in all)

Funded with a core grant from the Gauteng
Premier’s Office, with UJ and Wits contributing
an additional 50% in-kind support

Launched September 2008

A high-level Research Advisory Committee
guides our work



GCRO as a research partnership

The Gauteng City-Region Observatory

Quality of Life Survey 2013 launch

The largest ever social attitudes survey in Gauteng
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I GCRO Chairperson, S Gauteng Premier,
Rob Moore David Makhura

A [\
| Salga Gauteng Chair, GCRO Executive Director,
‘ Clir Parks Tau David Everatt

Specific roles
* On-request policy support work

* Government — academia portal
« Data, data infrastructure

* Medium to longer-term applied research (on
request of self-initiated)

e Academic contributions

 Partnership and network building



Open access via GCRO website
The Gauteng City-Region Observatory - key outputs
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4 The Gauteng City-
" ‘Region

Sustainability
Transitions

Government and other institutions
in the Gauteng City-Region (GCR)

O W

jo

ul are under pressure to provide
The GCR is South Africa’s ecopomic heartland. It holds 13million ! . - = - - —-— lats U
people and generates a third of the country’s GDP, on 2% of its land % - v ofag "H}"’P}‘ ation and
area. The Gauteng City-Region O )) builds the economy. Historically

infrastructure requirements have
been met at the expense of
environmental systems due to the
limited emphasis on sustainable
development. That said, this
situation is changing as
stakeholders - guided by an array
of national, provincial and local
strategies - are increasingly being
required to take into account
principles of sustainability. For
these strategies to be fully
operationalised however, a
fundamental paradigm shift is
required in the way that resources —— [/

and natural assets such as water A7 Clty transiions 10 & green economy
are perceived and included in the X\ e

planning and development of ’/ -
infrastructure and services. This e

project area considers the shift \ NN Justice snd sustainabiity transdions
that is required to create a more \ N —ttte

sustainable and equitable city- Government Support \

region through focusing on gaining \
& better understanding of the Metaboke flows wnd nftsstruchre tsrrsdors
demand and consumption of

natural resources; impacts of

development on society and the

environment; alternative
approaches for planning and
managing infrastructure and

data and analysis to help inform deve region.

1 ©

wWww.gcro.ac.za



Interactive websites

The Gauteng City-Region Observatory — key outputs
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Quality of Life (QoL) Survey
Viewer

GC=20
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Gauteng City-Region Observatory >
Welcome to the GCRO Quality of Life (QoL) survey viewer
In 2009, GCRO commissioned its first ‘Quality of Life’ survey, in order to
analyse the quality of life of citizens, identify key areas and groups needing
intervention and support, and provide an holistic assessment of life in the
Gauteng City-region — not just looking at Gross Domestic Product, or Value
Add, or similar economic measures, but including the values and attitudes
of citizens, their levels of social capital, alienation, anomie, and so on. The
Al survey, because of both the sample size and breadth, and quality of
e analysis, had a considerable impact on govemment's work, as well as
s enjoying significant media coverage. A second QoL survey was completed
in 2011, with a third survey - critical in that three points in time will permit
the GCRO to undertake trend analysis with a degree of confidence -
completed in 2013

2013 Qol. 1 Sampling points

The GCRO QoL viewer has been developed to provide easy online access
to the survey data. Most of the variables are selectable, with an option to
crosstab by local municipal boundaries or a few other demographic
variables. The results are presented as tables and/or graphs and may be
printed or downloaded. In all cases, GCRO must be appropriately
referenced, e.g. GCRO 2013 Quality of Life survey.

GC=0O GIS VIEWER

GCRO &> 4

The SPSS data is also available on request from the GCRO for research/non-financial gain purposes (info@gcro.ac.za)

The 2013 GCRO QoL survey of 27490 respondents covers the entire province of Gauteng with the 2011 local election wards utilised as
the primary sampling units. The error bar is 0.6%. For more information, please access the 2013 Quality of Life project page or access the
online interactive data by clicking the button (Access: 2013 QoL Survey Viewer) below.

Access: 2013 QoL Survey Viewer

The 2011 GCRO QoL survey of 16729 respondents covers the entire province of Gauteng with the 2011 local election wards utilised as the
primary sampling units. The error bar is 0.7%. For more information, please access the 2011 Quality of Life project page or access the
online interactive data by clicking the button (Access: 2011 QoL Survey Viewer) below.
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Gauteng as a village of 100 people

GAUTENG'S VILLAGE _ / e /

CONTEXT NEIGHBOURHOOD POLITICAL VIEWS HEADSPACE PEOPLE LIKE YOU

OF 100 PEOPLE




Maps of the month

The Gauteng City-Region Observatory - key outputs
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Research reports
The Gauteng City-Region Observatory — key outputs

GCRO RESEARCH REPORT
sl 1 ||

A FRAMEWORK FOR

A GREEN
INFRASTRUCTURE
PLANNING APPROACH
IN THE GAUTENG CITY-REGION

SEPTEMBER 2016

Written by

Christina Culwick and Kerry Bobbins, with contributions from Anton
Cartwright and Gregg Oelofse, Myles Mander, and Stuart Dunsmore

Gauteng
City-Region
Observatory

GCRO

Mobility 7 7 ¢
IN the Gauteng City Reglon

Edited by Chris Wray and Graeme Gotz
Chapter contributions by Christo Venter, Willemn Badenhorst,
Guy Trango$ and Christina Culwick

GC=0

Gauteng City-Region Observatory




Other publications
The Gauteng City-Region Observatory

Acid Mine Drainage
and its Governance
in the Gauteng City-Region

Researched and written
for the GCRO by
Kerry Bobbins

May 2015
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s the dynamo of South Africa’s ec: y, Joh burg ¢

in the nation’s imagination, and scholars worldwide momlor the city as an example of
urbanity in the global South.

In this richly illustrated study, a mix of respected academics, urban planners and policymakers

ds a central position

offer compelling overviews of the rapid and complex spatial developments that have occurred in
Johannesburg since the end of apartheid, along with tantalising glimpses into life on the streets and
behind the high walls of this di city. Varied ib
the economic, social and political processes shaping Johannesburg and the wider Gauteng region,
ighbourhoods and social identities are also explored.

The book begins with a series of full-colour maps that illustrate some of the macro spatial
trends. The first section provides an analysis of these trends and the factors that have influenced
them. The second section explores the shaping of the city at district and suburban level, revealing
the peculiarity of processes and shifts that are not easily detected at the macro level. A series of

offer detailed empirical analyses of

while the character of specific

short vignettes in the third section focus on the micro-level interweaving of place and identity.

With empirical data supported by new datasets, this book is an essential reference for urban
geographers, sociologists, social anthropologists, urban planners and anyone seeking deeper
insight into the key forces shaping this vibrant metropolis.

Johannesburg draws a lot of attention for its universality and distinctiveness. This volume, produced

by scholars and practitioners at the top of their game, brings together a multi-disciplinary analysis

that employs both classic methodologies and modern investigative technologies. It makes a rkabl

contribution, positioning the city as a strong contender for a ‘Johannesburg School’ in urban sudies.

JO BEALL DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION AND SOCIETY, BRITISH COUNCIL, UK

This magnificent book brings together a fascinating array of scholarly contributions to understanding
the emergence of a global city-region. The contributors offer a carefully balanced account that weaves
together a political economic approach with cultural analysis, and a broad panoramic view with
microscopic detail. This book is essential for anyone interested in making sense of Johannesburg as an
aspiring world-class city.

MARTIN MURRAY. TAUBNAN COLLEGE OF URRAN PLANNING, UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN. USA

This book captures the infinite complexity and possibilities of the city through an ability to seamlessly

theorise, visualise, demonstrate, critique, propose, evoke, juxtapose, insinuate, dazzle, and more. ——

Luxuriate in this exceptional siren song for the city. PHILIP HARRISON
GRAEME GOTZ
ALISON TODES

EDGAR PIETERSE. AFRICAN CENTRE FOR CITIES, UNIVERSITY OF CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA
CHRIS WRAY

ISBN 978-1-86814-765°6

VA LI NN

Wwwwitspress.co.za 818687147656

- “NII A X
Il IIIII III!!IIII 4

EDITED BY

PHILIP HARRISON
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Interactive visualisations and Vignettes
The Gauteng City-Region Observatory - key outputs

22 Getting to work in the GOR Making a life in informal
October is transport month. A transport month urges INTERACTIVE DATA VISUALISATION MAP OF THE MONTH dwelli“gs in Ga’ute“g

us to confront the many challenges still faced in moving

around the vast and sprawling Gauteng City-Region, but
also to recognise swgrlﬂ cant improvements to mobility ~. Although migrants into Gauteng hope for improved services and economic opportunities, some 18% of Gauteng residentslive in

g cturing and new’ ® G / . \ informal dwellings (StatsSA 2016). People living informally are more likely to be under 35 years and to live alone than those living

- t infrastructure S k Related GCRO resserch theraen in formal accommodation. Not only are they unable to secure adequate accommodation; they also struggle to penetrate the formal christina culwick@gcro.ac.za
transport inirastructure ‘ R : job market, and are more likely to be unemployed. Government grants help to sustain livelihoods for informal dwellers, but most i

Christina Culwick and Hannah Dawson
(Oxford University)

- ~ make aliving through provisional means, temporary work, or the informal sector. GCRO's 2015 Quality of Life survey
his month, GCRO is disseminating three linked outpu

look at the issue of how GCR residents get to work in the % ‘i _ Informal dwellings include:
morning, where th X long it em . i y - Backyard shacks in formal housing settlements
Comparing the to-work trips of whites and Africans, - Free standing shacks in informal settlements

these outputs together present a fascinating picture of | . ﬁ)

ongoing transport disparities and surprising new | - ]
socio-economic trends in the city-region P eracoe Do Visstseion e et e o Housing aspirations of Gender and cohabitation forr?tfa:}:l%sl:;rings infcof thﬁ;?linGs

informal dwellers

if they could move into another 34% of men living informally live alone,
START TIME OF WORK TRIPS COMPARED ACROSS MODE dwelling in the next year compared to only 11% of women Migrated to Gauteng

23% of those who take a train to | — )
Li

work start their trip between 4:00 Blone

Z /\\ and 4:59. 2% of car users do so. m -:® _:@
%‘/ \\ ﬂ :% °|: informal Easy walking distance to transport services
~ ol el —)
6 % g in the sai .e d
/1//\ \ \ 41% of residents who take a car to : etaccommedstion Monthly income Ro-1600 per month
74 \ \ work start their journey between [ — )
women

2\

o . Matric or more
\ 7:00 and 7:59. S
® Complex or townhouse
® Informal dwelling Unemployed
N People who either take a car, walk or cycle Other
/ s i S i | —
set their alarm clocks a little later than
// \ those who use public transport.
7 N :
[ 1source of income
: [e} % of business owners
e ) e s _ _ Source: GCRO Quality of Life Survey 2013 90% of business owner:
0400-0459  0500-0559  0600-0659  0700-0759  0800-0859  0900-0959 T W R eaNe|

living in informal dwellings
TRIP TO WORK START TIME s . i
operate in the informal sector 3+ sources of income
w== Non-Motorised Transport «== Car/Motorbike w— Taxi Train - Bus

Informal employment is a source of household income

Informal dwellers and entrepreneurship




Academic citizenship

The Gauteng City-Region Observatory — key outputs

Vogel C., Scott D, Culwick C. E. & Sutherland C. (2016). 'Environmental problem-solving in South Africa: harnessing creative
imaginaries to address ‘wicked’ challenges and opportunities’. South African Geographical Journal. 98(3), 515-330.

Maps of the Month produced by
the GCRO

Abrahams, C. (forthcoming 2016). ‘Making the nation twenty years after democracy’, in K. Lefko-Everatt, K. and Govender, R.
(eds) T'wenty Years of reconciliation, A Review of the South African Reconciliation Barometer, Institute for Justice and
Reconciliation (in press

+ academic journal articles, book
Chill’.'i“:gd C:“g’(':e';cc)e proceedings Abrahams, C. (forthcoming, 2018). ‘South Africa 20 years after democracy: solidarity missing’. European Institute of the
PSSt iy e Mediterranean, Barcelona, special issue publication Arab Transitions in Comparative Perspective (in press)

Ballard, R. (forthcoming 2016). ‘Development and governance’. Submitted to Douglas Richardson, Noel Castree, Michael I.
Goodchild, Audrey L. Kobayashi, Weidong Liu Richard Marston (eds.) The International Encyclopaedia of Geography: People,
the Earth, Environment, and Technology. London: Wiley-Blackwell (in press

] Chikozho, C. & Mapedza, E. (forthcoming 2016). ‘Free-market economics and developmental statism as political paradigms:
+ presentations made by GCRO staff implications for water governance theory and practice in developing countries’. In Karar, E. (ed), Freshwater Governance for

at academic forums, government - s ) ) . R . o
meetings and other events the 21st Century. Springer International Publishing (in press

@ Khanyile, N. (2016). 'Digital platform for mining activity data’. PositionIT’, July 2016, 46-47.
Chikozho, C. (2016). "T'he disjuncture between economic growth, poverty reduction and social inclusion in South Africa’. In
Inclusive Growth and Development Issues in Eastern and Southeirn Africa. OSSREA / McMillan Publishers.
10000 W unique users visited the GCRO Culwick, C. and Patel, Z. (2018). ‘United and divided responses to complex urban issues: insights on the value of a
website in the last 12 months transdisciplinary approach to flooding risk’. Area. Online first, DOI:10.1111/area 12282, June 2016
Mosselson, A. (2016). "Joburg has its own momentum”: towards a vernacular theorisation of urban change’. Urban Studies.
Online first DOI:10.1177/0042098016634609, March 2016

Mahomed, F. and T'rangos, G. (forthcoming 2016). ‘An exploration of public attitudes towards LGBTI rights in the Gauteng
City-Region of South Africa’. Journal of Homosexuality. Online first DOI:10.1080/00918369.2016.1157999, February 2016




Innovative research methodologies
The Gauteng City-Region Observatory

Biennial Quality of life survey
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Question 1: Structure and methodology

Understanding and sharing approaches and practices




Question 2: Networking and learning

Highlighting existing and future opportunities for networking
and collaboration

STEEPP




Question 3: Going forward

Future activities... and missing pieces

STEEPP
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Contact us

Christina Culwick
GCRO

@GCR_Observatory

Carla-Leanne Washbourne
UCL City Leadership Lab

@CityLeadersLab
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