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Context
The Gauteng City-Region (GCR)

A an actually existing urban reality, with 
dynamics (spatial, economic, social, 
environmental, etc.) that need to be understood

• Cluster of cities, towns and urban nodes –
including cities of Johannesburg and Pretoria 
– make up the economic heartland of South 
Africa. 

• At the core is Gauteng province: 

• 2% of national land area

• Most urbanised, but only roughly 20% 
urban



Context
The Gauteng City-Region (GCR)

• Most densely populated province of SA, 
(estimated 13.5mil people (StasSA 2016))

• Holds roughly a quarter of the South 
African population and a third of the 
national economy

• 13,4 million people within 100km 
radius of the centre of Johannesburg 

• 17 million people within 175km

Understanding the GCR as what happens 
in and outside of (artificial) provincial 
boundaries



A ‘political project’ to govern the GCR better 
through improved intergovernmental co-ordination

• Find the right institutional expressions of the idea 
of a city-region

• Given the city-region’s challenges and 
opportunities, shape the right government agenda

Context
The Gauteng City-Region (GCR)



• GCRO is an institutional collaboration between:
• University of Johannesburg (UJ), 
• University of the Witwatersrand (Wits), 
• Gauteng Provincial Government, and 
• Organised local government in Gauteng

• GCRO Board comprises 2 academics from each 
university, and 2 reps each from provincial and 
local government (8 in all)

• Funded with a core grant from the Gauteng 
Premier’s Office, with UJ and Wits contributing 
an additional 50% in-kind support 

• Launched September 2008 
• A high-level Research Advisory Committee 

guides our work

GCRO helps to build the knowledge base that 
government, business, labour, civil society and 

residents all need to shape appropriate strategies 
that will advance a competitive, integrated, 

sustainable and inclusive Gauteng City-Region. 
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Specific roles
• On-request policy support work
• Government – academia portal
• Data, data infrastructure
• Medium to longer-term applied research (on 

request of self-initiated)
• Academic contributions
• Partnership and network building

The Gauteng City-Region Observatory
GCRO as a research partnership



The Gauteng City-Region Observatory – key outputs
Open access via GCRO website



The Gauteng City-Region Observatory – key outputs
Interactive websites



Gauteng as a village of 100 people

www.gcro.ac.za/Village-of-100/



The Gauteng City-Region Observatory – key outputs
Maps of the month



Research reports
The Gauteng City-Region Observatory – key outputs



Other publications
The Gauteng City-Region Observatory – key outputs



Interactive visualisations and Vignettes
The Gauteng City-Region Observatory – key outputs



Academic citizenship
The Gauteng City-Region Observatory – key outputs



• Biennial Quality of life survey
• Ethnographies of the state
• CityLabs
• Indicators and benchmarking
• Spatial statistics modelling
• Surveys
• Mobile app-based mobility mapping
• Photo essays
• …

The Gauteng City-Region Observatory
Innovative research methodologies



Question 1: Structure and methodology 
Understanding and sharing approaches and practices



Question 2: Networking and learning 
Highlighting existing and future opportunities for networking 
and collaboration 



Question 3: Going forward
Future activities… and missing pieces



Contact us
Christina Culwick christina.culwick@gcro.ac.za
GCRO www.gcro.ac.za

@GCR_Observatory

Carla-Leanne Washbourne c.washbourne@ucl.ac.uk
UCL City Leadership Lab www.cityleadership.net

@CityLeadersLab

https://www.cityleadership.net/urban-observatories


