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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

"Rare indeed have been the contributions of men and women of
Mingarian blood to our national 1ife"l gaid President Franklin D.

Roosevelt in & letter to the editor-in-chief of the Amerikasi Magyar

Nepszava on the fortieth anniversary of the greatest Hungarien-
American daily newspapere My research has convinced me that in pro-
portion to their numbers, Hungarians have exerted a considereble in-
fluence on American lif'e especielly in the latter part of the Nine-
teenth and early Twentieth Centuries, However, the Hungarians them-
selves are to blame for misconceptions because they have been singular-
ly remiss in keeping records of their activities and they have lacked
historians to discover and organize the facts,

Much ground-=work still remains to be done in accumulating primary
sources and meny parish records, shipping lists, old newspapers, and
other materials are now unavailable because they were carelessly mis-
layed or destroyeds The Hungarian Reference Library is very much in-
terested in preserving and gathering information on the subject and
is doing very well considering that the library is only t wo years old.
However, even in this library, which contains the best collection of
Hungarian American materials, there are great gapse Some of these
gaps will probably be filled in by later work and some will probably
remain unknowne In view of these limitations I can only regard my

work es a pioneer effort to synthesize the available knowledge.

1 Amerikai-lagyar Nepszava, 40th Jubilee Edition, Section 2, June 18,
Esg’ P. T. -




1 have made an honest attempt to exhaust the books, pamphlets,
and newspapers on the subject in the library and in the course of my
work also discovered some outstanding examples of the repetition of
errors in the writings of others on Hungarian-Americen life. This
i{s no doubt due to the fact that romentic incidents always have popular
appeal whereas unembroidered truth may prove dull. Furthermore, the
writers on Hungarien subjects have been story tellers ratier than histor=-
jans, I have tried to avoid the pitfalls, but I do not claim to be in=-
fallible,

Since I am more interested in the cultural espect of history than
in the political or economic, I am stressing the influence of Hungarian
misic, art, foods and dress on American life, I am also tracing the
career of the hyphenated Americans who became productive citizens of
this country at the samé time that they kept up their old contacts
with the Hungeriens., Finally, I have long been eager to compare and
contrast life in foreign nationality colonies with the institutions
of Americen life. I am particularly interested in the Magyar section
of New York, because it is the hub of Hungarian-American life which the
other "Little Hungaries" of America imitete, and it is at least the

temporary stopping=place of most Hungarian immigrants.



CHAPTER II

THE HUNGARIANS

Tho are the Hungarians? The question seems simple but the answer

is oomplexs In the minds of many people Hungarians are grouped with
the Slavs and Hungary is regarded as a Balkan nation. However, the
Hungerian people are the exception in Eastern Europe. They are in no
wa.y reiated to the Slavs and generally despise them. Steiner truly
states: "The Magyar's closest relation is the Finns on the North and
the Turks in the East of BEurope, and he is classed anthropologically

as an Ugro-Finne. In his development he has leaned closely to the West,
having a Germanic culture while reteining a somewhat untemed Asiatic
nature, which manifests itself in nothing worse than a love of fast
horses, fiery wine, and the wild music with which the gypsy bewitches
him, and draws the loose change out of the pockets of his tight-fitting
trousers.® Although Hungerians are of a different nationality their
contact with the Slavs is close because many Slavic people were under
Hungarian rule up to peace treaties ending the World Wer in 1918,
friting. in 1914 Professor Ross made their position very clear when he
stated, "A thousand years ago the Magyars invading from Asia conquered
the Slavs in Hungary end settled down as a dominant race, Although a

minority in the land, they have remained masters and rulers."

ly the subject Slavs did not care to be known as Hungarians even though

they came from territory legally belonging to Hungary, and consequently

Natural=

¢ Steiner, Edward C., On the Trail of the Imnigrant, pe 24l

3 Ross, Edward Alsworth, The 0ld World in the New; The Significance of

Past and Present Immigration to the American People, De 178,




in determining the nationality of 1mn1gran€s from pre-war Hungary this
1imitation has to be kept constantly in mind. Furthermore, real
Bungarians were often considered Austrians by misteke because Austria-
Hungary was & dual monarchy, Since the ﬁorld War, on the other hand,
many people of Hungerian nationality are living as minorities in lands
ceded to Rumania and Yugoslavia, and if these should come to America
they would be classed as Rumenians or Yogoslavs even though their

whole cultural background is Hungarian, As if this were not complicat-
ed enough, more difﬁct;lties appear when & Hungarian of mixed ancestry
is being considered, and marriages between Hungerians and Slavs or
Germans were numerous, since pre-war Anstria-Hungé.ry was such a hodge-
podge of nationalities. Indeed, in deciding who is truly Hungearien

for purposes of this essay I used as my major criterion the individual's
own statement about his nationality wherever he voiced any preferences,
and generally omitted doubtful cases of persons who might conceivably
be classed as Hungarian, but who failed to lay claim to that national °
background and ignored Hungarian contacts complefely.

The real Hungerien is proud of his nationality; in fact many people
think that he is excessively proude This race pride has its advantages
as Professor Ross points out: "The Megyer immigrant however poverty-
pinched, feels the constant prick of the spur of race pride.. His sense
of honor is high. He will not seek charity unless he really needs ite.
In a Magyar quarter squalor and degeneration are not to be seen. The
grass and flowers about the cottages, the clean yard and the clean

children proclaim the presence of a race that cannot bear to be looked



down on."4 Furthermore, the Hungarian is generous in his attitude
yoward the Jew and the Gypsys® However, when the Himgarian is insulted
he can hate deeply and his pride and high spirits can get him into
trouble. Ross spoaks in an exaggerated fashion when he states, "No
alien is more dreaded by the police than a vengeful or drink-maddened
hgyo.r."s but Hungeriens cen be hot-headed end sometimes they seem ex=-
cessively touchy about things which a better-developed sense of humor
could render benign. Another author touches the heart of the matter

when he says, "Hungarians are predominantly e emotional p30ple."7 npo

overcome the handicap of surplus emotions is the main difficulty of
the Hungarian immigrant's adjustment to Americean li.:fe."8 The best summary
of Jc'he Hungarien mental, emotional, and ethical make-up which I found
was that of Mr. Steiner: "He (the Pungarian) is, as a rule, honest,
easily imposed upon, somewhat quarrelsome, addicted to drink, not so
industrious as the Slav, but mich more intelligent, comprehending more
easily, and assimilating more quickly."g

Another Hungarien characteristic is a certain ceremoniousness of

manner, To the less formal American the Hungarian style may seem over=-

4 Ross, Edward Alsworth, The 0ld World in the New, pe 173e

5 Steiner, Edward A., On the Trail of the Imigrant, p. 244

6 Ross, Edward A., The 0ld World in the New, pe 175

7 Fairchild, Henry Pratt, Imnigrant Backgrounds, pe 7le
8 Ibido, Pe 73. |

9 Steiner, Edward A., On the Trail of the Immigrent, pe 250,




done and even apologetice Like other continental Europeans, Bungarian
men of the better classes kiss a lady's hand. Hungerians also re-
semble the Chinese in their rather liberal use of proverbs.

In appearance there is no uniformity among Hungarians just as there
is no pure race with certain bet characteristies, Hitler's opinion
notwithstanding. However, certain treits eppear more frequently than
others. Hungarians generally have dark brown or black hair, prominent
cheek=bones and small shiny liongolien qres.lo

The Hungarient's Mongolian eppeerance is the result of his Asiatic
backgrounde In 896 A. D. Hungerian tribes emtered Europe from the region
of the Ural Mounteins and settled down in their present habitat after
they were defeated by Otto I, the Holy Romen Emperor., Their leader,
Arpad, established a strong monarchy. St. Stephen, the most powerful
leader of this house brought the country into the Romen Catholic fold.
August 20, St. Stephen's Day, is still celebrated as a national holiday.
The royal crown was granted to King Stephen by Pope Sylvester in 1000.11

The Sacred Crown of Hungary, as it is frequently called is a treasur-
ed symbol of the Hungarien nation and actually consists of two crowns,
St. Stephen's and that received in 1072 by Duke Geisa from the Greek
Emperor which he later joined with the older crown when he was made
King of Bungeryel? The Seored Crown by its structure illustrates the
close relationship between the Roman Catholic Church and the Hungarian
monarchy since it contains the pictures of the twelve apostles, of the

Savior, of the Archangels, of two Greek Emperors and of King Geyza.l5

11 Josika-Herczeg, Imre de, Eungary After A Thousand Years, p. 19

12 Horowitz, Jean, "The Sacred Crown of Hungary," in The English
Illustrated Magazine, August, 1896, ppe 405-407. Pictures of the Crown,

the orb and the sceptre are contained in it.

13 Clark, Francis E., Old Homes of New Americans; The Country and the
People of the Austro-Hungaerian Ijonarcgi and Their Contributions E_o

~ i Mo o v Al




ome of the major developments of the later Middle Ages and of early
yiodern Buropean History is the rise of the national states of todey,
and the people of Hungary paralleled the inhabitants of other countries
in this process, Hungary's constitutional begimiﬁgs were very similar
to the situation in England since in 1222 the nobles forced the king,
Andrew II, to sign a guarantee of their rights called the Golden Bulla,
which like England's Magna Charta is the source of the country's
libertiaa.“ |

In other ways, Hungary's growth was different.' Her rulers were
regruitod from diverse sources: - The French Anjous ruled for a.ﬁimo;
King Matthias was a popular choice, - since he was the son of John
Bunyadi. Great Warrior who fought against the Turks, then invading
Hungery, - and Matthias was successful in war, in reforming the country,
in promoting culture, and in politiecs; after him there was chaos as
rivel claiments to the throne appeared and the Turks took advantage of
the situation by conquering the country and exacting tribute from it
for one hundred fifty years; finally the Eepsburgs gained a foothold
because the Hungarians preferred them to the Turks and the Austrians
merely decided to keep Hungary as a conquerred province after the Turks
were driven out of the country by 1699 by the united armies of Europe.
Thus in early modern times Hungary appears merely as & subordinate of

Austria,ld

This early background is well=known and detailed accounts of it may

be found in histories of Hungary. My major purpose in summarizing it

14 Josika-Herceg, Imre de, Hungary After A Thousand Years, pe 21,

15 Josike-Herczeg, Ibid., ppe 22-47.



here is to reveal its influence on the modern Magyar's attitude and
character. Hungarians today point with pride to their fight against

the Turks regarding themselves as the bulwark of the West against the
past, of Christianity versus Mohammedsnism. Hungary's late develop-

ment of & national economic life and culture is also attributable to

the orippling Oriental influence of the ‘rurkill_z Viars. Furthermore,
Bungarians came to resent Austrian rule even though some progress was
made under Hapsburg monarchs since they felt that the Austrians had taken
advantage of their trouble with the Turks. This resentment led to the
Revolution of 1848 under Louls Kossuth and the failure of that revolt
brought many political exiles to American shores., Even after the Dual
Monarchy was set up in 1867 whereby Hungary was allowed to have her own
internal government, the two partners continued to have a common ruler,

a common foreign poiicy, a cormon military establishment, and a financial
agreement which was re-adjusted every ten y'e!.!.rs.l6 This arrangement

was also not very popular but lasted till 1918 when Austria and Hungary
were finally separated.

These developments made the Hungarian a warrior because the Magyars
always had to fight for their existences The heroic deeds of Hungarian
leaders are related in song and story. A melancholy strain also runs
through the people and is especially noticable in their musice. Close
contact with so many nationalities has lead to intermixture among
Hungarians, Slavs, Germans, and Turkse Although he is very proud of his

Hungarian heritage, the Magyar has become & cosmopolite.

16 Josikae-Herczeg, Imre de, Hungary After a Thousand Years, ppe 83-90.




CHAPTER III

THE REASONS FOR HUNGARIAN EMIGRATION TO AMERICA

No general cause can be assigned for Hungarian emigration to
America, but there was a predominant cause in each period of emigra-
tions Although Hungarians only came in very large numbers after 1890
that were not "new immigrants" in the true sense.

In the colonial period of American history only isolated and
adventurous Hungariens came to America, For the other colonies there
are fragmentary accounts of individual early Hungarian settlers, but
no Hungarian was important enough to leave any recorded imprint upon
the life of New York City. Indeed, it was only in the 1830's that
HBungerians at hon;e were able to read about life in America from
~ certain celebrated descriptions of travels in the United States. Alex-~
ander Farkas de Boloni's book eppeared in 1835 and praised American
democracy very highly. Another laudatory work by a Frenchman was trans-
lated into Hungarian around the same time; this was Tocqueville's De

la Democratie En Amerique. Augustus Haraszthy's Americen observations

was the last important book of this group to appear and it also marked
a new development since it was written from the business man's point

of view and stressed commercial factors. Faraszthy was important in
other connections besides being an author; he was & business man of
Wisconsin, & sheriff in California, worked for the United States mint
end above all introduced various European vintages including the famous

Hungerian Tokay into Cali fornia.l

1 Pivany, Eugene, Hungarian-American Historical Connections from Pre-
Columbien Times to The End of the American Civil War, pps 51-38s
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However, even these sympathetic accounts of American l1life did not
attract many Hungarians to New York. The exact number of Hungarians
in this city in the early years is unknown since the lMagyars were not
1isted separately in the oensus until 1870, Government statistics are
available on the total number of persons of Austro-Hungarian birth in
New York City from 1850 to 1900 but in quoting them one must remember
that many of these people were not really Hungarians In 1850 - 168, in
1860 - 2,438, in 1870 - 6,708, in 1880 - 19,718, in 1890 - 57,872 and in
1500 = 132,006.2 From these figures it becomes immediately apparent
that the Hungarian population of New York was almost negligible before
1850 and one is, therefore, not surprised to find that no organized
community activity or newspaper were carried on.

The great increase in numbers from 1850 to 1860 is largely due to
the spurt which followed the failure of Hungary's Revolution of 1848
against Austria. This revolution was part of the general European
liberal movement for nationalism and democracy against Metternich'’s
system of repression. Among the Hungerians the leaders were of the
educated upper classes who were the only ones then interested in politics.
In imitation of the French Revolution of 1848, the Magyar patriots struck
8 blow for freedom in that year and were at first successful. Their
leader was Louis Kossuth, a fiery orator, who began life in poverty
but by hard work and determination he became a lawyer and a member of the
Hungarian Diet. When Kossuth became the leader of the revolution he

had already been imprisoned for his cause and had built up a party

¢ Senate Document No. 748 - 81 Congress 3rd Session. Reports of the
Imigration Commission; Emigration Conditions in Europe, Government
Printing Office, Washington, D. Ce, 1911, Pe 300e
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following in the Hungerien Diet favoring immediate reform for the

msses by revolution in contrast to Count Szechenyi's conservative

party of landowners who wanted gradual reform in Hungary by peaceful
puu."’ At first the rebels were successful because simmltaneous re-
bellions in Bohemle and Lombardy - Venetia weakened the Austrian con=-
trols Furthermore, the Austrians merely acquiesced in the new order

on the surface but secretly worked to arouse the nationalities of the
Austrian Empire against each other., The decisive factor was Russian aid
for the Austrians because the Czar feared the spread of the liberal
movement to his own domains., Before the final collapse of the Hungarian
movement Kossuth fled to Turkey and left Gemeral Gorgey behind him as

a military dictator., Gorgey and his men saw that resistance was hope=-
less and surrendered to the Russians at Vilagos in 1849, The laws which
had granted the Hungarians autonomy and democratic rights were immediate-
ly repealed and participents in the rebellion were severely punished,

executed or exi led.4

Naturally this gave a great impetus to emigration
and the United States became the new home of many of the political

exiless These refugees were of the upper and military classes; there-
fore, they had a hard time adjusting themselves to American conditions

as common laborers. Many returned home after a general amnesty was grant-
ed following the Ausglei¢h of 1867, Others wandered about the United
States trying differént occupations and most of those who still survived

and were living here participated in the American Civil War.

3 Anonymous, "Kossuth," The Eclectic Magazine of Foreign Literature,
Vol XVIII No. IV, Dece 1849, ppe. 498=501e

4 Anonymous, Kossuth and the Hungarian War, 288 pages passim = An
account published in 1851 based on the memoirs of participants in
the rebellion,
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The Hungarian immigrant most femiliar to Americans is the peasant
yho belongs to the group which began to come in the 1880's, From the
time of the Kossuth emigration to the 18801's Hungarian emigration to
Amorica died down, especially after 1867 when many of the exiles re-
turneds [rom the figures which I have quoted one can see that Hunger-
{an immigretion did increase, but not in such large proportions as before
that or afterwards.

The "new immigration" after 1880 is attributable to economic con=-
ditions rather than to politicel or individual motives as theretofore.
It was the Hungarian peasant class who built up a Hungerien community
in New York ranking second in size in the world - exceeded only by
Budapest, the capitol of Hungary. In 1930 the Hungarian-born of New
York City were 70,631; the children of Hungarian parents were 67,466 -
making the total of Hungarian origin 138,097. However, we may con-
ceivably add to this those of Hungarian native tongue born in foreign
lands, another 55,10:5.5 Other estimates vary considerably. The figures
that I gave before were from the best Hungarian source. According to
the census of 1930 which is the best American source there were 115,098
'of Hungarien origin in New York - 38,140 in the Bronx, 24,893 in
Brooklyn, 34,677 in Manhattan, 15,849 in Queens and 1,539 in Richmond.S
0f these, however, only 59,883 were born in Hungary as it now stands
in size since the last World War - 19,871 in the Bromx, 11,198 in

Brooklyn, 19,661 in Manhattan, 8,484 in Queens and 679 in Richmond.’

6 Magyar Statisztikei Szemle, June 6, 1932, edited by Dobrovits
Sandor, p. 467e

€ U. S. Department of Commerce; Bureau of the Census; Abstract of
The Fifteenth Census of the Us Se 1930, ppe 148-149.

7 Ue Se Department of Commerce; Bureau of the Census; Fifteenth Census

of The U. S.; Population, ps 249s —'
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of the total only 3,209 came since 1925; 10,691 from 1920-1924;

1,183 from 1915~1919 when the World War interfered, 8,292 from 1911-1914;
20,927 from 19011910, 13,746 before 1900 and 1,836 unknown.® The

punber of Hungarian immigrants has declined since the quota restrictions
were introduced but those who come here are more eager to beccﬁne citizens
as the figures prove. In 1830, 64.4 per cent of the total of 59,883
immigrants were naturalized as ageinst 1920 when only 41.0 per cent of
New York's Hungarians were citizens.g The greatest mumber of Hungarians
came around the turn of the century when & yearly average of 21,348
arrived during the three years ending June 30, 1203, Of these 36 per
cent were booked to Pennsylvania; 19 per cent to New York, 16 per cent

to New Jersey, and 15 per cent to Ohio.]'0

In 1907, the largest number of immigrants came from Hunga.ryoll In

fact there was too much emigration and Eungary suffered. In 1881 the
Bungarian government made an effort to regulate emigration by forbidding
emigration agencies to operate without a license, but the law was not
rigidly enforc-ed. In 1903 a new law was enacted which put all trans-
portation ageqcies under government regulation. Agents were forbidden
to solicit from door %o door, were forced to keep open records a.nd had

to post bond for good behavior. Certain classes were forbidden to

8 15th Census of the U. S., Year of Immigration of the Foreign Born, p.

9 15th Census of the Us S., Citizenship of Foreign-Born Whites, p. 752.

10 Pink, Louis H., "The Magyar in New York," Charities, Vol. 13,
Noe 10’ Dec., 3, 1904, Pe 2624

11 Adalbert Perenyi, Menuscript of Speech "How to Direct the Immigration
in the Future and How Can We Direct the Hungarien Farmers to the
Proper Paths," p. l. Copy at Hungarian Reference Library.
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enigrate - men liable for army duty, criminals, children - and
emigrants could not go as contract labor or leave dependant children

behind uncared for,12

Indeed, so important did emigration become in Hungary that the
oountry was interested in the shipying of these people to Americe as a
business matter. In 1904 the government made a contract with the Cunard
Steamship Company for the maintenance of steamship service between
Fume and New Yorke. Since the Hungarien government sought to divert
immigration from the German ports to Fiume it agreed to furmish 30,000
passengers annuallye. As & matter of fact only a small part of Hungerian
emigration was diverted to Fiume. 1In 1907 the company continued the
exclusive right to transport emigrants, but the provision relating to
the number supplied annually was ciropped.]‘:5 This shipping policy of
the Hungerien government led to a minor quarrel with the United States
government when Marcus Braun the American immigrant inspector on duty
in Hungary and of Hungarian birth himself, reported to the United States
about the Hungarian Government's contract with the Cunard line to fur-
nish 30,000 emigrants annually for ten years. Upon the insistance of
the United States government the contract was changedi to omit the clause
stating the number to be supplied.M’

Vhy did so many Hungarians leave the homeland around the turn of

the century? Braun who is a very mejudiced source, because he is bitter

against the Hungarian Government for censuring his report to the American

12 Senate Document No. 748, Reports of the Immigration Commission;
Emigration Conditions in Europe, pe 358

13 Senate Document No, 748, Ibide., pe 359

14 Broun, larcus, Immigration Abuses; Glimpses of Hungary end Hungarians,
Pp. 81-101, a -
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government says thet Hungary refused to improve social, economic and
political conditions at home but let Hungarians come to make American

dollars and then tried to entice them baok.15 He mentioned the follow=

ing devices used by the Hungarian government to meke the stay of -
Hungarians in Americe seem temporary: - subsidized Hungarian and Slovak
newspapers, churches and schools provided with ministers from home,
free Hungarian books preaching Hungarien patriotism, and sending over
of natlional flags.16 ‘
On the other hand the members of the Immigration Commission gave
as their opinion the statement that the large eimgration was distaste-
ful to the Hungarian Government which was therefore fostering industrial
development,]'? to keep them home,
Present-day Hungery is only one-third as large as pre-World War
Hungary but at both times she is known mainly as an agricultural
country. Just before the World War some attempts were made at in-
dustrialization but the loss of the country's natural resources but a
stop to these for a time. Hungary is noted for her wheat and corn.
Horses in Hungary originated from an Asiatic breed but state stud farms

have since developed the highest types which are also raised for erpor'l:..18

The Hungarian cowboy - the Csikos = roams the plain. Budapest advertizes

herself as a gay Paris-of-the-Danube, but the basis of her prosperity

15 Broun, Marcus, Immigration Abuses; Glimpses of Hungary and
Hungarians, pe 77e

16 Ibid., pe 101,

17 Senate Document 748, Reports of the Immigration Commission;
Emigration Conditions in Europe, pe 360,

18 Dr. Telkes, Director of the Hungarian Reference Library gave an
interesting lecture on horses in Hungary and illustrated it with
motion pictures on the evening of April 3, 1940.
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is the flour-milling industry in which she excels,d Indeed, Hungary's

most important industries are those which are based on agriculture,
such a8 flour milling, sugar refining, distilling and the brewing of
beer. On the other hand textiles, and machine industries are still
far behind because the country has only limited resources of iron and

" Since Hungary has always been an agricultural country, we

coals
have to consider & large peasant class and it was this group which came
to American from the 1880's to the World War. One reason may have been
the lack of industrial development at homes

However, most Hﬁngarian peasants desirgd to be. farmers and own &
piece of land rather than work in factories. In Americe they worked
mainly in mills, mines and factories because they thought that they
could meke money faster that way, but when they had the money they want-
ed to return to Hungary and buy a farm, As Perenyi pointed out, this
led to a rise. in the price of Hungerien faﬁ land, since only about
one-third. of the land was on the market in the hands of small owmers,
while two-thirds was the property of the nobles who would not sell,
Th:.s in turn led to worse conditions in Hungary.zl Ross points out
the evils of the system very well: "Most Magyars came to America with
the expectation of returning eventually to Hungary to live. For this
reason few have acquired citizenship and scarcely any immigrants from

southeastern Europe show less interest in the ballot. After a trip or

19 Josika-Herczeg, Imre de, Hungary After A Thousand Years, p. 184.

20 Kiss, Emil, "The Industrial Conditions and Commercial Relations
in Hungary," Report of Emil Eiss, President, American-Hungarien
Chamber of Commerce to the Department of Commerce, Washington, pe 12-15.

2l Perenyi, Adelbert, How to Direct the Immigration in the Future and
How Can We Direct the Hungarien Farmers to the Proper Paths,
lianuscript of & Speech in the Hungarien Reference Librarys
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gwo home Or & vain effort to settle down to life in the old country,

pany return to America reconciled to the prospect of ending their deys

horo."zz De Ae Sonders points out that for the fourteen years ending

June 30, 1921, 67 per cent of the Magyars who came here returned to

MNgarye o

The lack of interest of the Hungarien immigrant in citizenship
was due not only to his eventual desire to return to Bungary, but to
his lack of training for active citizenship in Hungary where political
affeirs were run by the magnates - the wealthy land owners., Further-
more, most of the Hungarians were very poorly educated. "The bulk of
the American Hungariens is devoid of higher education because of the
background of their social and economic status. Hungary for & long
time had a splendid standard of higher education but compulsory
education is & relatively new feature of Hungariean life. Therefore,
there is a considerable number of illiterates among the Hungarian
pc.=»at.;.sar11:s."24 In 1860, 58 per cent of the population was illiterate.
In 1910 the figure was still as high as 33.3 per cent and in 1920 it
was 15,2 per centsZ® Religious denominations maintained schools and
the percentage of literacy veried widely among the sects. By 1913, the
Jews had the highest degree of literacy = 83 per cent; Catholics and

Protestants came next with 71 per cent, while Russian and Greek Orthodox

22 Ross, Edward Alsworth, The Old World in the New; The Significance
of Past and Present Imnigration to the American People, p. 175.

23 Sonders, David Aaron, The Magyars in America, pe 57.

24 Fairchild, Henry Pratt, Immigrant Backgrounds, p. 8l.

6 Josika-Herczeg, Hungary After A Thousand Years, pe 160.
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adherents in Eastern Hungary fell far below with only 22 per cent able

to read and write,2®

The fact that Hungarians came to America mainly to make money and

return to Hungary rather than to settle down here permanently to emjoy
our democratic system led to other evil results. Families were broken
up because men left their wives and children et home end when they lived
in the United States they lacked the stabilizing femily influence.
"In the Magyar stream the men are nearly three times as numerous as
the women and two out of five of the men have left wives in the old
countrye This means boarding~house life, shocking congestion and a
rich harvest for saloon and bawdy house,"27

It is obvious that the life of the Fungerian immigrant in New York
City or any other industrial cemter wes not very pleasant around the turn
of the centurye He worked hard for low wages and spent his leisure time
in loneliness and carousinge Yet the stream of Magyer immigration
reached its maximum in this periode The key to this situation lies in
the conditions of Hungarian economic and social life. Even today many
people call Hungary the “last surviving feudal state in Europe.”

This is not true literally, but in practice most of Hungary's land is
still in the hands of the large landowners (magnates) and the Church.
Since the World War the government hes created smaller holdings and is
aiding the peasant farmer through agricultural schools and community
houses to instruct farmers in newer methods and to raise cultural

standards.28 There is still much room for improvement and further

26 Clarke, F. E., 01d Homes of New Americans, p. 181,
27 Ross, Edward Alsworth, The Old World in the New, p. 174,

28 Josika-Herczeg, Hungery After A Thousand Years, pe 189.
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measures are pending. In the period we are speaking of no reforms had
peen introduced end the blight of landlordism was augmented by tax
inequalitiess Furthermore, in practice only the magnates had a say

in the government, because they were the only ones with education and
property.

John R. Commons, an authority on immigrant races, compares Hungarien
oonditions with the life of other countries and brings out the awful
conditions which crushed the poor in Bungary: "The number of births is
large in proportioﬁ to inhabitents., There are 43 births a year for
every 1,000 persons, a number exceeded by but one other country of
Europe, Russia., Yet with this large number of births, because the
economic conditions ere so onerous and the consequent deaths so frequent,
the net increase is less than that of any other country except France,"29
Another quotation from Commons explains very well why the poor of
Hungery emigrated: "It is not so much the over-population of Austria-
Hungery that excites emigration as it is the poverty, ignorence, in-
equality and helplessness that produce a seeming over-population. n30

In the thirty-year period from 1880 to 1910 the Hungarian peasant
made his way to America where he carried his peasant culture. Americans
in this period did not become familiar with the zreat Bungarien authors,
but they did learn to eat goolash (gulyas) which is a stew originally
prepared by the Hungarian shepherds and therefore & dish of the common
people, Hungerian intellectuals in New York are the first to admit
that the Magyer immigrent of the pre-World War period lacked a higher

culture and subordinated his standard of living to the desire to make

29 Commons, John R., Races and Immigrants in America, p. 86.

30 Ibide, pe 87
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money and return to Hungary; as one of the Hungarian authorities on
the subject points out, for the fourteen years ending June 30, 1921

just 67 per cent of the Magyars who came here returned. !

Since the World War both the type of immigrant and the conditions
governing his emigration have changed completely. Now it is the Hungar-
jan intellectual who seeks a permanent home in America, but the United
States' policy of immigration restriction based upon definite quotas
li;txits the entry of these; consequently, there are long waiting listse.
The new immigrants desire security in Americe in political and economic
affairs which they cannot find in Hungary. Political refugees came in
great mumbers around 1920 when a Hungarian experiment in Communism
under Bele Kun was overthrown by the conservatives who restored the
monarchy which had been overthrown when King Charles fled during the
World War. Since then Hungary has enjoyed the unique distinction of
being a monarchy without a king, under a Regent-Admiral Horthy.s‘?' A
monarch is lacking but Prince Otto of Hepsburg is frequently mention-
ed as a possibility, although the Hungarians abolished the rights of

~ the Hapsburgs forever to allay foreign suspicions after the last
abortive effort by Charles IV to regain the throne in 1921.33 The
purge of Communists which followed the overthrow of Kun is called the
"White Terror™ and is closely related to anti-semitism, because the
intellectuals of Hungary were mostly Jews, and the professional class

engineered the Communist experim.errl:.:54

31 Sonders, David Aaron, The Magyars in America, pe 57

82 Josika-Herczeg, Hungary After A Thousand Years, pp. 143-155.
33 Ibid.’ PP. 136"'139.

34 Begger, Eugene S., "The Hungarian White Terror,"™ The Nation,
Vol. 109, No. 2838, Nove 22, 1919, ppe 667=6G9
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previously the Jew was well-treated in Hungery in contrast to
other South European countries, Indeed, in Hungary we find many
religions existing peacefully side by side. Up to the White Terror,
religion was not a motive for emigration, "In matters of religion about
two-thirds of the Hungarians are Romen Catholics, a small number are
greek Catholics, a very large percentage Calvinists and the rest are
Lutherans, Uniterians, Jews, and & smell per cent of them Baptists."°
However, religion did have & political significance. Many Hungarians
became Calvinists in opposition to the Catholic Hepsburgs, and the

Protestants are more democratic on social questions than the Catholicse®®

After 1920 the Jewish persecution quieted down but at the present
time Jews in Hungary can hardly feel safe beceuse the spread of Nazi
Anti-semitism is a constent threat, Indeed, politically the situation
is not very calm because Germany may seize Bungary any deaye.

As a matter of ict, since the World War Hungarians have never quite
felt safe even after Hungary's entrance intoc the League of Nations in
1923.:57 Imnediately after the armistice Czech and Rumanian armies
invaded Hungary in violation of the agreement, and tried to seize
whatever they could; the Rumanians especially appropriated whatever

they saw before the allies persuaded them to leave o0 Rumania,

Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia profitted by the Peace of Trianon at

65 Fairchild, Henry Pratt, Immigrant Backgrounds, pe 74e

36 Ibidt’ P. 74.

87 Josika-Herczeg, Hungary After A Thousand Years, ps 201.

38 Anonymous, "The Rumanian Invasion of Hungary," The Nation,
Vol. 109, No. 2828, Sept. 13, 1919, p. 362




fungary's expense, whereby Hungary lost two-thirds of her territory
and her best natural resources,>? Treaty revision was consistently
advocated by Hungarians. In England Lord Rothermere beceme interested
in the Hungarian ceuse through his newspaper, The Daily E_];,m and in

the United States the famous Bungerian statesman Count Apponyi ad-
vocated peaceful re-adjustment of claims in wvarious lectures during

his visits to American universities and business meetings in 1923.%41

Naturally, these political quarrels did not help to promote good
rel;ationu and the Balkan neighbors even formed defensive alliances
against Hungarye The political disazreement had economic repercussions
es Hungary and her neighbors set up tariff barriers against each other.
Rumania in the cdur'se of her land reforms has been charged with dis-

criminating against Hungarian minorities within her borders. 2

When we remember that in addition large countries like Italy,
Germany and Russia all have a stake in the Balkans, and all desire

Hungary's fertile plain, it is easy to understand that the political

22

life of post=war Huhgary has been too precarious for many of her subjects

to endure, However, in economic affairs the situation has been equal-
ly bade By the peace treaty the country lost most of her resources.
Her finances were in great disorder and she had to be helped to her

feet by a loan from the League of Nations*® and by following the advice

89 Josika-Herczeg, Hungary After A Thousand Years, p. 122.

40 TIbide, pe 204 and ppe 230-246,
41 Ibid., ppe 251-289,
42 Tbid., ppe 201-221.

43 Lengyel, Emil, "Saving Hungary," The Vat:on, Vols. CXVIII, No. 3069,
Feb. 20, 1924, ppe. 214-215,
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of an Americen financial expert, Jeremiah Smith, appointed by the

League of Hations.“ As in Germany, the middle class was destroyed

by the financial and economic collapse, and professionals and in-
tellectuals were unable to make their living.

While these conditions explain the increase in professionals who
emigrate to America we must also account for the doclline in peasant
emigration, One reason is the improvement in the lot of the Hungarian
farmer due to the government's new egriculturel poliey which I have
already discusseds American conditions explain the rest., 8ince the
depression it is no longer possible for the immigrant to "get rich
quick here." We do not even give the immigrant the chance to enter
freely as befores Quota limitations on the number who shall enter from
each European country are based on the number of people of that na.t;onal
origin who came here in the past. Since Hungarians did not come en

masse before 1890 their quota percentage allows for fewer new entries.

Although all the old European causes for emigration continue to exist
including war, the numbers of new immigrents are likely to decline
rather than increase in the future because the United States has become

e mature nation rather than a melting pot.

44 Anonymous, "Jeremiah Smith and Hungary's Finances," Current History
Magazine, Vol. ]CX, Noe. 4, July, 1924, Pe 6864




CHAPTER IV

EVERYDAY LIFE AMONG THE HUNGARIANS OF NEW YORK

HRungarians may be found all over New York City but their community
life centers in Manhattan's Little Hungary. Bercovici tells us where
we may find New York's Hungarians today: It (the Magyar district) runs
parallel with the German Quarter from 1l0th Street north, takes a bit
of Second Avenue as its main street from 9th Street to 18th and 19th
Streets and then extending eastward it sinks below the lower avenues,
A and B and with few interruptions runs along in the same way to Sixtieth
Streets There the Magyar district takes a jump of about ten or twelve
blocks where the Czecho-Sloveks live. Skirting their territory, the
Bungarian quarter continues from it to 86th Street always rumming
parallel with the German district."!

Although this description was published in the 1920*s it still
holds true today since immigration has sabout balanced emigration and
the 0ld commmmnity just about maintains itself while the older generation
survives, If immigration restriction continues in the future we may
gradually expect to see the demise of all of New York's foreign quarters
as the American born generations break away from the old isolation.

Little Hungary is a recent development which began to emerge
around 1890, In 1904 the Hungarian colony in New York was comparatively
small since 80 per cent of the incoming Magyars moved on to American
mines, farms, and other cities. Indeed, during the three years ending
June 30, 1903, only 19 per cent of the total were booked to New York

as compared with 36 per cent to Pennsylvania, 16 per cent to New Jersey

1 Bercoviei, Konrad, Around the World _in New York, p. 346.
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and 15 per cent %o Ohio,* New York's Hungarian quarter was imperfect=-
1y formed at that time and really consisted of three quarters on the
gast Side - one around 117th and 118th Streets, one between 75th and
g5th Streets and the colony proper between Stanton and Seventh Streets,

and 1rst Avenue and the East R!re'ei::'.3

Since then the intermediate area
has been filled in., The most important streets of this area are well=-
desoribed by Pink, "East Houston Street is the Broadwey of the Hungarian
Colony; Second Avemue is its Riverside Drive; Avenues A, B, and C are
important centers of social and business activity."4

In 1904 this area contained about 50,000 - 60,000 Magyars and
Hungarian Jewse® At the present time there are around 50,000 Hungarians
in New York's liagyar colony according to the estimates of most
Hungarians if we include Hungarians whose home territory now belongs
to other lands. Then and now & large proportion of the residents cen
be classed as Jews. In 1903, Marcus Broun, the imigrent inspector,
estimated that 75 per cent of the inhabitants of the Hungarian colony
on the lower East side were Jewishe® At the present time this still
holds true, but further up town Christians predominate.

One can locate Little Hungary by the signs in the store windows

and the perusal of names. Shop-keepers are numerous among the Hungarians

2 Pink, Louis H., "The Magyar in New York," Charities, Vol. 13, No. 10,
Decs 3, 1904, p. 262,

3 Tbide, pe 262
4 Tbid., pe 262.
3] Ibido, Pe 262.

6 Ibide, De 2624
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and most of them will be found in pastry, tailoring and fur businesses,
Hungerian restaurants are well known and probably over four hundred
exist in New York. Women frequently keep embroidery shops. However,
a large proportion of the lMagyars are simple laborers and find employ=-
ment in cigear, shoe, and wire factories, and gas works. Among the
newer immigrents and the Amorica;:x born "second generation" quite a few
are proi‘ew:l.ona.ls.7

The cultural life of New York's lagyers hinges around certain well
known institutions - the newspaper, the church, the charitable organi-
zation, and such educational institutions as the Hungarian Reference
Library or Literary societies., I sinll devote a chapter to the history
of each of these in New York., Formerly the cafe was very important as
a social center patterned on the coffee houses of Budapest. Each cafe
had _its own clientele depending on the occupation of its guests -
artists, musicians, shop-keepers, professionals, ete., These cafes
served the same purpose as our clubs but they were less expensive to
attend,S One of the most famous in pre-World War days was the Cafe
Bouleverd.? After prohibition was introduced the cafes declined and
they have not reappeared with repeal,

Our chief amusement nowadays is the motion picture. In the Moderm
Playhouse at 3rd Avenue and 8lst Street, Magyar movies are shown every
day. Iately Magyar films have come to the notice of Americans and have

even been reviewed in the large American newspapers of New York City

like the Times and the Daily News.

7 Pink, Louis H., "The lMagyars in New York," Charities, p. 263.
8 Ibid.o, Pe 263

9 Goodman, Vilme M., Boulevard Reminiscences, pessime
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The strongest Hungarien influencé mey be detected in the home.
You shall know a Hungarian housewife by her kitchen; somewhere on
display you will see copper pots and kettles. However, what goes
jnto those pots is even more important. ‘

Hungarian food is tasty and somewhat more spicy then American
dishes, but more subtle than the "hot" Spanish concoctions. Paprika
is an extremely popular seasoning for meat and fish, but the real
Hungarian product is sweet. Hungarian goulash is the best-known dish
in which paprike is used. This is a dark red stew which according to
tradition is the dish of Hungarian shepherds. Indispensable components
are paprika, tomatoes, onions, diced potatoes and diced beef.

Other meats are also combined with paprika in popular dishes and
a great favorite is paprika chicken. Along with the meat, noodles
are frequently served. Hungarians are as fond of noodles as Italians
are of spaghetti, and all kinds of delicacies ere invented. Noodles
mixed with pot cheese, with nuts, or with ham are favorites. Some-
times, however, in. place of noodles liver balls are substituted,
especially in beef brothe. Hungarians are very fond of beef broth and
boiled beef.

Frequently tomato sauce is served with boiled beef. However, this
is only one of the uses for which Hungarian housewives preserve
tomatoes in glass jars for the winter. Tomato soup is popular among
Hungarians and tomato sauce goes well with stuffed green pepperse.

Another preserve which the Hungarians favor is dill pickles which
are served with practically every meat dishe Squash is greatly used
as a vegetable, In the winter time dried split peas and lentils

appear often on the table.



cabbage is used in umisual ways aside from its function as a

vegetable., Finely chopped pieces of cabbage are mixed with cooked
dough squares, and individual cabbage leaves are used as wrappings for
pork stuffing -« stuffed cabbage,

Rungarians favor rye bread with their food, but no meal is complete

without real Hungarien pastry for desert, Jam, pot cheese and nuts
are olose rivals as fillings for Hungerian pastries, Pot cheese is
often rolled into thin Hungarian pancakes calledppalecsinta and cheese
is used almost as extensively as apples to fill strudels rolled from
pe.pei'-thin doughs Of course, Hungarians also consume all varieties of
layer cake.

As popular as the frankfurter among Americans is the kolbas among
the Magyars. Like most Hungerian foods it is well-seasoned with
paprike and comes in sausages longer and thicker than American frank-
furters. Warm cooked kolbas with sauerkraut, dill picles or horse-
radish is an excellent dinner for a winter nizht. Other veéetables
may also be served, but in Hungarian homes vegetables rarely appear
in their natural state with the mere addition of butter, i)epper, and
salt according to the American custom; Bungarians generally use some
kind of sauce varying with the vegetable, but generally of a thinner
consistency than the American white sauces

Among beverages wine is the favorite and Hungarians have varied
tastes according to their pocketbooks and preferences. The most ex-

pensive of Hungerian wines is the Tokay, but this is not consumed

by the average man, Another welcome accompaniment to a Hungarian dinner

aside from wine is song, and plaintive Hungarian music is played in
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mungarian restaurants,. 10

The best way to sample the Hungarian Cuisine is in a Hungarien
household, but there are also many good restaurantse At the New York
Torld's Fair Hungarian dishes were sold last year and they will be
featured again at the Hungarien exhibit.

If one is invited to a Hungarian household for dinner, he will
probably find himself in a modern tenement., If the lady of the house
is old=-fashioned enough Hungarian embroideries will decorate the home.
One or more Hungarian dolls in Magyer peasant costume with broad red
skirts and tight bodices may enliven the place. Otherwise the house
is likely to look like & typical American home.

The peasant dress of the doll may be the only concession to
Hungarien national tradition. On festive occasions some young Hungarian-
Americans appear in the Hungarian red, white, and green, but this is
about the only opportunity for an outsider to see real Hungarian dresse.
Even in Hungary itself the country people have become citified in
clothing selections The boot = formerly the proper footgear for
magnate and peasant - is slowly passing into oblivion. The romanticist

will find very little that is bizarre in "Little Hungary."

10 My deseription of Hungarian food habits is based on accounts given
by my mother and father who are both professionals in that field.
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CHAPTER V

KOSSUTH'S VISIT TO NEW YORK CITY

"ouis Kossuth's place in history is already fixed and cannot be
changed. Among orators, patriots, statesmen, exiles, he has, living
of dead, no superior. His throne is in the heart, and he can only be
disorowned by tearing that heart from the breast of lnmanity,"l was
Horace Greeley's laudatory estimate of Kossuth, In his famous news-

paper, The New York Tribune, Greeley championed the Hungarian cause as

he did the other liberal movements of the day, Examination of the

collected copies of this newspaper for the year of Kossuth's visit
showed a description of Kossuth's activities in practically every issue
and numerous editorials on his behalf, Indeed, Greeley even favored

a loan for Hungary by Americeans,

Most of the other newspapers and magazines were equally enthusiastic
about Kossuth and the Hungarian rebellion. The nation's outstanding
literary men like Emerson, Whittier and Lowell wrote poems in his praise.
Lowell's is typicel:

"A race of nobles may die out,
A royel line may leave no heir;
Wise Nature sets no guards about

Her pewter plate and wooden ware.

But they fail not, the kinglier breed
Who starry diadems attain;
To dungeon, axe, and stake succeed

Heirs of the old heroic strain.

1 PFeleky, Antoinette, Charles Feleky and his Unpublished Manuscript
Pe 20,
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The zeal of nature never cools,
Nor is she thwarted of her ends;
VWhen gapped and dulled her cheaper tools,

Then she & saint and prophet spends.

land of the Magyars} though it be
' The tyrant may relink his chain,
Already thine the victory,

As the just Future measures gain.

Though hast succeeded; thou hast won
The deathly travail's amplest worth;
A nationts duty thou hast done,

Giving a hero to our earth.

And he, let come what will of woe,
Has saved the land he strove to save;
No Cossack hordes, no traitorts blow,

Can quench the voice shall haunt his grave.

IKossuth am; 0 Future thou
That clear'st the just and blott'st the vile,
Oter this small dust in reverence bow,

Remembering what I was erewhile.

I was the chosen trump where through
Our God sent forth awakening breath;
Came chains? Came death? The strain He blew

Sounds on, outliving chains and death,"2
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2 Peleky, Antoinette, Charles Feleky and his Unpublished Manuscript,
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Kossuth's visit gave a great intellectual stimlus to American
advocates of democracy in & period when we were very self-conscious
about our democracy as opposed to Metternich's system of absolutism
which then prevailed in Buropes We welcomed political refugees

whether they fled from Hungary, Germany, or Italy. Furthermore,
Kossuth was a very handsome man, a romantic figure and a great orator,
It is small wonder that he aroused so much popular enthusiasm,

As time passed and emotionalism declined some were inclined to
look back upon the whole incident with critical eyes and questioned
Kossuth's sincerity. Samuel Clagett Busey who published a book in
1856 pointing out the evils of immigration regarded the enthusiasm
with which Kossuth was received as "Kossuth Mania." He charged that
Kossuth, notwithstending his declaration that he would conscientiously
respect our laws, came to seek our finmancial and political aid.
Furthermore, he points out that Kossuth did not come to America to
live here but acted like & conquerore. When he reviewed the militia
of New York City he spoke before them trying to stir them in his cause
and he wore Hungarian uniform. On June 23, 1852 he addressed & group
of Germans at the Tabernacle in New York and got them to adopt resolu-

tions to force the Democratic and Whig parties to acknowledge his move-

ment.3

It looks as if Busey really had some cause for alarme Further=

more, even such an eminent authority as John Bassett Moore in looking

back upon the situation in 1895 thought that Kossuth was too high-

3 Busey, Sammel Clagett, Immigration, Its Evils and Consequences, ppe 47-Gl.
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nanded, especially in his incendiary speech at Castle Garden? and
that he out-stayed his welcome since there was rising coolness in
congress' attitude toward him after his visit to Washingtone?

On the other hand, Theodore Roosevelt, then Governor of New York
state voloed admiration for Kossuth in a speech at the dinner of the
Bungerian Republican Club in 1899, Of course, we must discount for
political expediency when we remember that he said; "If you bring into
American life the spirit of the heroes of Hungary, you have done your
shares There is nothing this country needs more than that there shall ‘
be put before its men and its future men - its boys; and its girls, too - ‘
the story of such lives as that of Kossuthe.. "8

In order to arrive at a fair estimate of Kossuth's character and
purpose in visiting this country it is well to review the eventss In 4

briefly describing the Hungarian r ebellion I pointed out that Kossuth

fled before the final surrender of the Hungariamsat Vilagos to the
Russians who were aiding Austria in suppressing the uprising. The
Hungarian patriot sought refuge in Turkey. As a result of Austrian

threats the Turkish Government was ready to deliver up Kossuth and his

i
staff to the Austrian government when the British fleet put pressure é

on the Turks to withhold action until the United States frigate

"Mississippi" arrived and started the Hungarianrevolutionary on his way

4 lMoore, John Bassett, "Kossuth the Revolutionist,™ Political Science
Quarterly, Vols X, Nos 2, June 1895, p. 280,

5 Ibido, PP; 285=286,

6 Feleky, Antoinette, Charles Feleky and His Unpublished Manuseript,
Pe 2l.
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The official interest of the United States government in Kossuth
end the rebellion dates to December, 1848 when the clash between
Hungarian and Austrian troops seemed inevitable. Kossuth asked
william H, Stiles, the Americen Charge d'Affaires in Vienna to inter=-
cede with Austrie and prevent bloodshed, 8tiles sought to negociate
with Prince Schwarzenberg and Prince Windisch-Graetz, but they re-
fusede The United States became further involved in June, 1849 when
Kossuth sent an envoy extraordinary to the American government who

only arrived in New York after Gorgey's surrender at Vilagos, Simul-

taneously, President Zachary Taylor sent a confidential agent to Hungary =

Ambrose Dudley Mann of Virginia - who was to find out if the United

States should recognize the independence of Hungary. Lliann reached
Vienna and thence sent reports to the United States some of which were
made publics Hulsemann, the Austrian charge d'Affeires at Washington,
expressed his disapproval of our policy by sending a threatening note
of protest to the Americen government. Daniel Wlebster, then Secretary
of State answered in the same spirit, repudiating Austria's charges.
Although no open conflict with Austria followed this diplomatic clash

it served to unite American opinion in Kossuth's :£'a1:ror.8
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7 My account of the events of Kossuth's flight is based on the following:

l. De Puy, Henry W., History of Hungary and the Late Hungarian Wer;
Kossuth and His Generals, passim.

2. Tjhazy, Tazslo, A Brie lanatory Report as to the Termina-
tion of the Hungarian Struggle; The Capitulation of the rortress

of Comorn, end the Objects, Probable Extent, and Other Circumstances

of The Hungarien Emigration, pasSime

8 Moore, John Bassett, "Kossuth: A Sketch of A Revolutionist,"
Political Science Quarterly, Vols. X, No. 2, June 1895, ppe 262=267.
The incident is made more vivid by dipping into the sources = the
presidential messages to Congress of the subject = which are avail-
eble in the Hungarian Reference Library in a collection called

Executive Documents of the U. S. Congress; Hungarian Affairs 1849-
31T, -7

T




35

While the United States was having diplometic troubles with
Austria and Kossuth was languishing in Turkey one of his fellow exiles,
Laszlo Ujhazy, was not idle. Ujhazy was the Governor of Komaron in
Rungary before the rebellion of 1848, After that he became an exile
with his family end friends, finding refuge first in Hamburg end then
in lLondon. From London he wrote to President Teylor to obtain per-
mission to settle in Americea, This was granted end he arrived in New
York on December 16, 1849, two years before Kossuth came, Ujhazy and
his entourage were enthusiastically welcomed by the Magyars in New
York. Since Ujhazy really ceme to settle in America he took out his
first papers toward citizenship immediately. Due to efforts of
Hamilton Fish, Governor of New York and Semators Louis Cass and
William Seward? Congress gave Ujhazy and his followers land in Iowa
where they started a Hungarien comminity called New Buda. From this
point Ujhazy passes from the New York horizon since he stopped first at
Washington, D. Ce. to be entertained by President Taylor and then moved |
to New Buda. Later his restless nature took him to Texas.lo His im-
portance lies in the fact that he was Kossuth's representative in New
York before the leader's arrival and prepared the way for him, I have
already cited his report on the Hungarian struggle which was published

in New York in 1850, Furthermore, it was he who sent a letter on

9 Seward, William Henry, Incidental Remarks of William H., Seward Re-
lative to Lend Grants to Hungarian Exiles Delivered in the Senate
of the U. S., January 30, 1850, passim.

et

10 Wilson, Lillian May, "Some Hungarian Patriots in Iowa," The Iowa
Journal of History and Politics, Voles 11, No. 4, Oct. 1913, Ppe 480~
489, -




36

Jamuary 15, 1850 to President Taylor asking admission for Kossuth and
his companions, and the invitation was duly tendered on February 5,
1850, 1

I think that it is only fair to say that Kossuth's attitude and
motives in accepting the invitation were different from Ujhazy's,
This was brought out on the very trip to America, The United States
Goverhment sent the Mississippi to fetch him, but it returned home
minus Kossuthe It seems that immediately upon embarking the Hungarian
patriot felt free to express his thoughts and that this embarrassed
the captein who feared that the United States would become involved
in international complications because Kossuth freely made speeches
end engaged in demonstrations wherever the ship touched. Finally,

Kossuth wanted to go to England first to meet his Italian contemporary

Mezzini and to try to engineer another revolution in Hungary. The
Mississippi left him in England,l?

While he was there Kossuth was presented with a flag sent by the
Hunggrians of New Yorke It was a beautiful red, white, and green banner
with sundry Hungerian insoriptions. When the flag was despatched it
seemed possible that the Hungerisn insurrection might succeed, but it
arrived too 1ate‘for any such hopee. The Mayor of Southampton secured
the flag by purchase from the custom house authorities and presented
it to Kossuthe The Hungerian patriot upon receiving the banner said
in the flowery oratorical style of the day, "I receive gentlemen this

flag as the most valuable trust intrusted to the people of Hungary, and

11 Xende, Geza, llagyarok Amerikaban,. vole. I, pe Tle

12 Moore, John Bassett, "Kossuth: i Sketch of A Revolutionist,"

Political Science Quarterly, Vol. X, Noe 2, June 1895, ppe 267-
2724
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1 swear to you whatever be our fate, cowardice and ambition shall

never tarnish this flag,"13

When Kossuth saw that the times were unfavorable to any immediate
uprising in Hungary he decided to undertake the journey to the United
States. His purpose was twofold - to obtain money for future revolu=-
tionary movements in Hungery and to try to influence the United States
actively to support Hungary against Austria,

Some of this work had already been begun in New York before he
arrived heres A Central Huﬁga.rian Society was formed in September, 1849
under the presidency of Gabor Naphegyi to obtain good will for Hungary
in her struggle, and the Kossuth Fund was inaugurated by the Central
14

Hungarian Committees

Imnediately upon his arrival in New York on the Fumboldt on

December 4, 1851, Kossuth became the municipality's honored guest.

During the seventeen days he spent here upon his arrival, and again

while he was waiting to sail for England eight months later, receptions
were given in his honor by verious American orgenizations. Daily delega=-
tions arrived from other cities and states and he had various interviews
with American statesmen, all in English, since Kossuth was an aocomplilsh—
ed linguist. On all of these occasions no Hungarian of New York was
present, although Germans, Poles, Frenchmen, Ttalians, Speniards and
Prussians all participated.

On December 6 New York City gave him a public reception which reads

like a Romen triumph, The Common Council of New York had appointed a

13 New York Observer, Vole XXIX, No. 44, Oct. 30. 1851, p. 2 and
Noe R, Nove E, 1851, Pe 2e

14 Kende, Geze, liagyarok Amerikaban, Vols I, pe 62e
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special committee in advance to arrange the affair. All of the public
buildings in New York and the vessels in the harbor were decorated
with flags for the gala occasion, A military escort 5,000 strong
participateds Kossuth was staying et Quarantine on Staten Island and

the steamer Vanderbildt with the reception committee and other

invited guests aboard picked him up there, A triumphal sail up the
Bast River followed in the course of which cannons were fired from the
Battery, from New Jersey, and from Brooklyn., Military music by
Shelton's Brass Band edded to the enjoyment of the 500 persons on
boards At one o'clock in the afternoon the party landed at Castle
Gerden (at the Battery) after experiencing some difficulty due to

the low tides The crowd of about 10,000 people was evidently in high
spirits because when Kossuth tried to address the group after Mayor
Kingsland introduced him, there was so much noise that the Hungarian
exile could not give his speech, but merely addressed a few words to
the Mayor. Iater on the speech was dictated to the reporters in full;
it shows Kossuth trying to allay suspician of his motives among
Am‘ericans. He avowed that he was a republicen, that he did not intend
to meddle in American politics and that he would use every legal means
to get support for his country. The rest of the day was spent in
ceremonious fashion as Kossuth reviewed troops on the Battery, took
part in a parade on Broadway attended by about 300,000 people, and

was received at City Hall by the municipal authorities. Colorful and
romentic proceedings filled the evening when Kossuth was serenaded

by the neighboring Germens, and & torchlight procession was held in
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his htmor.l5

Kossuth!s tour of the interior does not properly come within the
scope of this essay; suffice it to say that he stopped at Philadelphia,
Baltimore, Washington, Anmnapolis, Harrisburg, Pittsburg, Cleveland,
¢olumbus, St. Louis, New Orleans, Charleston, Jersey City, Boston,
Albany, Buffalo, Syracuse, Utica and New York again. While at Washing-
ton, De Ce, Kossuth was accorded the signal honor of addressing the
two houses of" Congress.ls He was alsor eceived by President Fillmore,
who, however, refused outright any aid to Hunga.ry.17

Indeed, Kossuth's mission turned out to be a failure. He raised
only about $90,000 for his revolutionary coffersl® and the United
States refused to intervene actively in behalf of Bungary. During his
last few days in New’ York before sailing for England he only gave
two speeches, and on July 14, 1852 he and his wife left quietly on the
English ship "Africa™ under the name of Mr. and Mrs, Smith. Many of
the other refugees and voluntary exiles stayed in America but some

leaders like Cont Bethlen, Lieutenant Colonel Thasz, and Francis
Pulszky accompanied Kossuthe19

The influence of Kossutht's visit on American life was expressed
mostly in fadse One lasting influence was the use of his name for a
street in Manhattan and for Kossuth Place in Brooklyn. Less permanent

wes his effect on styles.s During Kossuth's visit the Hungarian colors =

15 New York Observer, Vol. XXIX, Nos. 50, Dec. 11, 1851, p. 1, 4 columns.

16 loore, John Bassett, "Kossuth: A Sketch of A Revolutionist,™
Political Science Quarterly, Vol. X, No. 2, June, 1895, p. 282.

17 Ibidb’ Pe 281,

18 Tbid., pe 289,
19 Kende, Geza, Magyarok Amerikaban, Vol., I, pp. 110-114.




red, white and green - became fashionable’> and Kossuth's costume
invited imitation. His characteristic attire was a plain black

velvet cloak with a collar of curly woolen material. Underneath was

e dark suit, and at his side hung a sword. The part of the outfit
which oaptured the public fancy wes his hat; it was made of felt with
"g rolling brim, encircled with a broad silk band" and decorated with

e black pendant feather on one sides?l These hets were so mich in
demand that & special hat company wes established to manufacture t:hem22
and magazines carried articles sbout thems?® John Bassett Moore also
claims that Kossuth's hirsute adornment encoureged the wearing of

beexis, 24
A proof of the high esteem in which the New York Magyars hold

Kossuth is their erection of a statute to commemorate him on Riverside
Drive. The bronze memori'al wes unveiled on lhr;:h 15, 1928 in the

presence of a delegation from the Hungarian parliament.?5 The man who
was largely responsible for the successful consummation of the task was

Geza D. Berko, editor of the Amerikai Megyar Nepszave (the largest

Hungarian American newspaper in America), because he begen the drive for

funds after the idea had been dormant for years. The Megyars of

20 Kende, Geza, liagyarak Amerikaban, Vole I, pe 72

2l New York Observer, Vols. 29, No, 50, Dece 11, 1851, pe l.

22 Kende, Geza, Magyarok Amerikaban, Vol. I, pe 84.

23 The Carpet Bag, Vole I, Febe 14, 1851, p. 1.

24 loore, John Bassett, "Kossuth: A Sketch of a Revolutionist,"
Political Science Quarterly, Vole X, Noe. 2, June, 1895, pe 289

25 Josika-Herczeg, Imre de, Hungary After & Thousand Years, pe 290
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snerics provided $42,000 toward the cost of the statue.2® The

original idea for such a statue in New York goes back to 1893 when the
yew York Magyar Lodge and Theatrioal Soclety jointly proposed it. A
Kossuth Statue Association was established t.nd.u coomittee was organized
to conduot a Kossuth Fair the following winter to raise funds. The

newspaper backing this movement was the Amerikai Nemzetor, but its

rival in New York, the Magyar Hirado caused quarrels among the Hungarians

by a counter-sugzestion that instead of setting up a statue, money should
be raised to publish Kossuth's writings in English and sell them in

order to give the proceeds to Kossuth who was in financial difficulties
in Turin, Italy. This hampered the growth of the statue fund until

Kossuth's death in March, 1894, At that time the Szabadsag, a large

Hungarian daily newspaper of Cleveland, urged tha.t all the Hungarians
in America should become interested in the movement and a national
meeting should decide the location and type of statue. The New Yorkers
wanted to limit the movement to their city, but internal quarrels
developed among the members of the committee. The sum of four hundred
dollars which was collected in New York was later contributed toward

the statue of Kossuth erected in Cleveland in March, 1902.-:"‘7
Thus, Cleveland, which is the second largest Hungarian community

in America, possessing about 39,545 Hungarians in 1930 to New York's
115,098%° anticipated New York's action by 26 years. Indeed, these two

cities frequently vied with each other in leadership in Hungarian-

26 Nagy, Ivan, Az Amerikaei Magyarsag, p. ll.

27 Kende, Geza, Magyarok Amerikaban, Vole II, pps 97-102.

28 Negy, Ivan, Az Amerikai lMagyarsag, pe 8e
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smerican affairs. The other American cities containing smaller

mungarian populations are: Chicago 30,427, Detroit 22,311, Philadelphia
14,321, Bridgeport 7,777, Akron 7,360, and Los Angeles 5,845.29 At
any rate it does not harm to have two Kossuth statues in America to
remind us of this oolorful episode in our history. I believe that
Kossuth was a true believer in democracy., His ardent Hungarian nationalist
spirit sometimes induced him into trying to involve the United States in
Hungary's quarrels, but democracy and nationalism were after all the
two cardinal principles of the liberals of his day., The poet Whittier
expressed his admiration for Kossuth's nationalistic spirit in an ode:

"Type of two mighty continents! - Combining

The strength of Europe with the warmth and glow

Of Asian song and prophecy = the shining

Of Orient splendors over Northern snowl

Who shall r eceive him? Who unblushing speak

Welcome to him, he who strove to break

The foreign yoke from Magyar necks, smote off

At the same blow the fetters of the serf, =

Rearing the Altar of the Fatherland."S0

29 Negy, Ivan, Az Amerikeai Magyarsag, pe 8e

30 Opinion of American and English Men on Hungary and Contributions of
Hungary to American Civilization: Menuscript excerpt from Kun,
Andrew; A Country Men Forget, pe 2.




CEAPTER VI

THE EXILES OF 1848 IN NEW YORK CITY.

Although Kossuth returned to Europe and spent the remainder of
his days trying to organize other rebellions, many of his fellow=-
exiles eleoted to remain in Americe at least until 1867 when a general
amesty after the Ausgleich between Austrie and Hungary brought some of
the survivors home. However, since most of them were of the upper
classes and unaccustomed to the hard work which was reguired of them
in the United States, they became a restless group who tried their luck
in all parts of the United States and engaged in all adventures that
beckoned. .

One expedition in which fourteen Hungarians from New York parti-
cipated was that of Lopez to Cuba, Some Americans desired to take Cuba
from Spain at this time in order to expand our slave territory. In the
last of the unsuccessful attempts to seize this island, General Lopez's
chief of staff was the Hungarian Pragay and other Hungarian leaders -
Colonel Blumenthal and Major Louis Schlesinger - accompanied him,
Schlesinger was the one who came to New York City to round up the fourteen
Hungarians in the expedition of 450 adventures. Since the Hungarians
had fought in the rebellion of 1848 they were men of military experience
and many had army experience even before that. The men departed from
New Orleans and reached Cuba in August, 185l. The failure of the
Cuban natives to join in the uprising doomed the venture from the start,
Pragay was wounded in the skirmish between the invaders and the Spanish

defenders and cut his own veins to avoid captures Some of the other



Fungarian participants were executed and others worked in the Spanish

mines at Centara as prisoners until liberated by death or escape.l
Pragay was one of the first Hungerian exiles to arrive in New

York, since he reached this city even before Ujhazy in 1849. He also

wrote the first book-length account of the Hungarian Rebellion published

in America in the English langmge.z

The American Civil War, or War Between the States, offered an-
other opportunity for the Hungarian exiles to participate in military
engagements. Formerly, Bugene Pivany wes the authority on this subject.
In 1913, he published a book entirely on this bpics and in his treatise
on Hungarian-American Connections in 1926 before the Hungarian Academy of
Sciences, later published in book form, he devoted & section of his dis-
course to Hungarians in the American Civil Wer.4 Recently, however, the
subject has came up for reexamination by Edmund Vasvary.s Pivany very
proudly pointed to the Civil War record of the Hungarians, claiming a
very high degree of participation by the exiles. Vasvary in the light
of his later research claims that these statements are exaggerations.

Whereas Pivany estimates that half of the 39th New York Infantry, some=-

1 Caldwell, Robert Granville, The Lopez Expedition to Cuba 1848-1851,
138 pages passim.

2 Pivany, Eugene, Hungarian-American Historical Connections from Pre-
Columbian Times To the End of Lhe Americen Civil War, pe 50.
Published February 28, 1850 by the G. P, Putnam Company in New York.

3 Pivany, Eugene, Hungarians in the Americen Civil War, passim.

4 Pivany, Bugene, Hungarian-American Historical Connections from Pre-
Columbian Times To the End of the Americen Civil War, ppe b7=b64.

5 Vasvary, Edmund, Lincoln's Hungarian Heroes; The Participation of
Hungarians in the Civil Var, passim.




times called the Garibaldi Guard, was Hungarien end half Italian,®

Jasvary was able to find only seven Hungarians in the outfit.! At

any rate this was the most important one of the New York regiments which
contained Hungarians and the outfit served through all the Eastern cam-
palgns.

There is more agreement between the authorities gbout prominent
individuals who served in the Civil War, A Hungarian closely associated
with New York who had an outstanding military career was Szamvald He.
Julius Stahel, He was born in Szeged, Hungary in 1825 and attended
school in that city and in Budapest. After serving in the Austrian army
he became & partner in a book-selling concern, Then hé participated in
the Hungarian rebellion and had to flee to London, Berlin, and finally
New York where he engaged in journalism up to the Civil Wear. Upon the
outbreak of the war he helped to organize the 8th Volunteer Regiment and
became its Lieutenant Colonels His regiment protected the rear of the
Union Army efter the defeat at Bull Run and Stahel won the Congressional
Medal of Homor. Leter he fought under MeClellan and Fremont.® How-
ever, he also showed his ability in peaceful pursuits, first as counsul
in Japan and Chine and then in New York after 1885 &s & director of the
Equitable Life Insurence Companye. He visited Hungary when she was
celebrating her Thousandth Anniversary but settled in New York again in
& bachelor apartment where he passed away in 1912, His remains were taken
to Arlington National Cemetary for burial, In his last years he was

prominent in American circles and in the Republican Party tut broke

6 Pivany, Bugene, Hungarian-American Historical Connections, ps 59

7 Vesvary, Edmund, Lincoln's Hungerian Heroes, p. 38

8 Vesvary, Edmund, Lincoln's Hungarian Heroes, pp. 81-83, and Pivany,
Eugene, Hungarian-Americen Historical Connections, ps 6l.




contacts with the Magyars of New York,®

I have given Stahel first place because he was consistently a
yagyar of New York City and had a distinguished military career in
addition to that, but numerous other Hungarians did prominent military
service even if they were not New Yorkers., Furthermore, meny other
Rungarians of New York fought for the Union even though they did not
achieve Stahel's military renown. A Brooklynite who was also a Hungarian
refugee of 1848 named James Kozlay wes the commeander of the 54th New
York Foot Soldiers and afterwards practiced law in Brooklyn. KXozlay
occasionally attended the meetings of the Hungarian Society founded in
1865,10 A President of the Hungarian Society, Joseph Csermelyi was
also a Civil War veteran, His previous military experience was in the
Hmgarian Army as a lieutenant and he occupied the same position in
the 45th New York Infantry during the War Between the States. Until
his death in 1878 in New York City, he participated in Hungarian-
American affairs.ll

Other Hungarians of New York who participated in the Civil War
and in the Hungarian Society were Michael Permal,]'2 and Elek Ludwigh
who ran a successful lace business in New York, The latter's son John

Elek Ludwigh outdid his father in prominence in Hungerian and American

9 Kende, Geza, lagyarko Amerikaban, Vols I, ppe 332-335.

10 Ibide, pe 339

11 Vasvary, Edmund, Lincoln's Hungarien Heroes, ps 49

12 Kende, Geza, Magyarok Amerikeban, Vol., I, pe 364
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affairs; he was a New York State Civil Service Commissioner, Treasurer
of Adolf Zukor's Famous Players lMovie Compeny, and Honorary President
of the Kossuth Statue Committee in 1926,1%

Other illustrations could be given of Hungarian exiles who lived
in New York and fought in the War Between the States, such as Joseph
Kemenffy, later a maker of gold medals in New York, and John Menyhardi,
a captain in the war and a Brooklyn photographer after the peace.l%
Suffice it to say that there were enough Hungarian exiles and Magyar
Civil War veterans to form a New York association called the "Hungarian
and American Veterans of 1848 and 1861" which continued through the
1890's but left no recordsel®

Two of the Hungarian refugees of 1848 who made the greatest
contributions to American life of all this group remained only briefly
in New York City; they were John Xantus and Alexander Asboth. Xantus
was a highly educated man who originally studied to be a lawyer, but
also became interested in geoclogy and was quite & linguist-speaking,
French, English and Spanish in addition to Hungarian. After joining the
Hungarian rebellion in 1848 he became & refugee. In 1851, he landed
in New York with only seven dollars in his pocket and became a day
laborer. He tried & variety of occupations - book-seller, pharmacist
newspaper distributor, sailor, piano teacher, and lanpguage teacher -

before he found his true calling and became an explorer. He was a

13 Kende, Geza, llagyarok Amerikaban, Vol. I, pps. 265=266,

14 1Ibid., ppe 267-268.

15 Ibid., ppe 266=267,
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pember of the United States Survey Expeditions through Texas, Wyoming,
gensas, Arkansas, Oregon, and Southern California and enriched both
the Smithsonian Institute at Washington and the Budapest National
Museum with specimens of plants and animals, In 1862, Xantus became
vice Consul to Mexico. However, his interest in Hungarian affairs
continued since he visited the Hungarian settlements in America and
wrote about them to his mother and sister in Hungary. Ultimately he
died in his fatherland after going on an expedition to China for the
Hungarian National Museum. 16

Xantus was only briefly connected with New York City after his
arrival here; his contribution wes to the history of the West, to
botany and zoology and to the diplomatic service. Alexander Asboth
also served the Union in the West as a soldier during the Civil War,
Like Xantus he was also a diplomat since he passed away in Argentina
in 1868 where he was the U. S. Ambassador. For his services to the
nation he was honored by internment in Arlington National Cemetary.
However, Asboth has & greater claim than Xantus on the attention of
New Yorkers., Before the Hungarian Rebellion had forced him into exile,
Asboth received his training as an engineer in Hungary. Therefore, he
was well=trained for his work as one of the men employed to plan the
layout of Central Park and Washington Hei ghts.]'?

Another veteran of the HFungerian Rebellion and of the American
Civil War who was only briefly associated with New York City was Philip

Figyelmessy. His career parallels that of his contemporaries closelye.

16 Kende, Geza, Magyarok Amerikaban, Vol. I, pp. 207-226 and Pivany,
"~ Eugene, Hungarian-American Historical Connections, pp. 53, 54.

17 Kende, Geza, Magyarok Amerikaban, Vol. I, ppe 335-338 and Vasvary,
Edmund, Lincoln's Huncarian Herces, ppe 44=-47.
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He was born in Budapest of a well-to-do family and received a military

training as an officer in a Hussar Regiment, After participating in the

Hungerian Rebellion he joined Kossuth in Turkey. Then he returned to
| fungary and conspired with Joseph Makh and Matthew Rozsafy to spread a |

new revolutionary movement, However, the rebellion died in the making

due to the discovery of the plot by the Austrian secret police. The three

leaders hurried to London to report to Kossuth, Subsequently Flgyelmessy |

had a very exeiting life., He participated in the fighting leading to

the wmification of Italy. In 1861 he ceme to America and served in

the Civil War. Like Asboth and Xantus he was also a diplomat, serving

as American consul in British Guiane for more than twenty years. Ee

was present at Kossuth's funeral and then returned to the United States
to live in Philadelphlia.la

His contact with New York City came in 1902 when Figyelmessy was

eighty-two years old. 1In that year the Hungarian National Society
sent an elaborate banner to the Magyars in America on one side of
which was the Hungarian emblem of the Crown with angels on it and the
motto, "Always be true to your fatherland, oh Megyars'; and on the
other was the figure of Hungaria and the statement: "To the American
Magyars = the Hungarian National Society, 1902, An American flag was
made in exchange. The sending of the flag was a gesture of gratitude
on the part of the Hungarians because the Hungarian-Americans had sent
& gift of money for the erection of a statue to the Hungarian writer

Michael Vorosmaerthy in Budapest. The money for the statue had been

reised through appeals in the Hungarian daily of Cleveland, the

18 Vasvary, Edmund, Lincoln's Hungarian Heroes, ppe 52,53
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gzebadsag, and the Hungerians in turn raised money for the flag by
appeels in their newspapers. A committee was orgenized in America to
teke charge of the flag.19 New York's delegate was the famous Hungarien=-
American surgeon, Dre. Arpad Gerster, and Philadelphia sent Figyelmessy
to the great reception which was held in New York to celebrate its
arrivale Figyelmessy made two speeches on the occasion, and only sur-
vived five years after this event, but the rest of his life was not
connected with New York.20

We do not know very much about the appearance of the Hungarian
exiles, but if the photographs taken by Cornelius Beniczky had been
preserved we would have & portrait gallery of them, because Beniczky,
who was an exile himself, kept a studio at Chambers Street where it
was customary for all Hungarian new-comers to have their pictures taken
in their first American clothes. Beniczky employed other Hungarien
exiles as his assistantse?l

All of the Hungarian exiles of 1848 were not military men. Both
Michael Heilprin and Maurus Eisler were newspaper men who had to leave
the homeland because they sympathized with the Hungarian liberal
movement of 1848 in their writings. The lesser man was Eisler, a
journalist of Budapest who reached New York in 1853 after sojourning
first in Paris and then in London. He was active in New York's lMagyar

Society but did not distinguish himself in American affairs.?2

19 Kende, Geza, Magyarok Amerikaban, Vol. II, pp. 168-188,

20 Vasvary, Edmund, Lincoln's Hungarien Heroes, pe. 53.

21 Kende, Geza, Magyarok Amerikaban, Vol. I, pe 265,

22 Ibids, Vole I, p. 287
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Heilprin distinguished himself in American literary circles at the
game time that he kept in close touch. with Hungarian affeirs. In
reality he was an adopted son of Hungary as well as of the Unite;:l States.,
yhen he was twenty years old he sought refuge in Hungary with his wife
and parents due to Russian oppression, since he was a Polish Jew. He
became patriotically a ttached to the liberal movement in Hungary and
established contacts through his bookstore in Miskolcz. For writing
articles favoring Hungarian liberty he hed to flee to Paris, then to
london, and finally he ceme to America, After establishing himself in
Brookiyn, he often visited the Manning family with whom Kossuth's one
sister, Mrs. Zulavsky lived. The Manning home was a gathering place
for Hungarian emigrants end among many others Heilprin met Kossuth's
other sister Louise Ruttkay and General Asboth there. Heilprin also
kept up his Hungerian connections through active membership in the New
York Magyar Societye. Another method Heilprin iused to elevate the
Hungerians was through his articles for the American public, Beginning
his work for the Appleton Company in 1858, he helped to compile an

American Encyclopedia. He wrote a number of the articles himself on

such topics as Hungary, Kossuth and Petofi, and revised the contributions
of others on geography, history and biography. He was also in charge of

the second edition of the encyclopedia from 1871-1876. For over

twenty years, from 1861 onwards he wrote articles for "The Nation" on
European politics in which he supported Hungary whenever the opportunity
aroses After his death in 1888 his sons continued the tradition of
combining interest in Hungarian circles with prominence in American affairs,

Angelo Heilprin was a famous geologist and professor until his death in

. e

i P .
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1907;%° he served as President of the Americen Earth Study Society

and the American Geographical Society and participated in Peary's

expedition to Greenlande The other son, Louis Heilprin, also edited

an encyclopedia and directed the Evening Post!s literary criticism.2%
Another non-military exile of the Hungarian Rebellion was the

Reverend Gideon Acs, ex~-chaplein of Kossuth who preached the first

sermon in the Hungarien language in Americe in New York City in 1852425

Acs arrived on the Mississippi in November, 1851, He steyed in New York

while Kossuth traveled about and earned his living by conducting Sunc.lay

services in a German Protestant Church in this city for which he was

paid by a group of Americen young ladies. TWhen interest in the Hungarians

declined after Kossuth left America the contributions stopped. Acs went

to Boston but returned to New York in 1855 where he was a photographer's

assistant until he was able to return to Hungary in 1860 after an a.mnesty.z6
The women of Hungary as well as the men suffered for the Rebellion

of 1848, Many whose husbands became exiles were separated from them

forever because they remained behind, and others followed their men to

strange lands. Kossuth's wife remained with him wherever he wente.

However, even his sisters gnd his mother were endangered by his re-

volutionery activities. When the rebellion failed his mother and three

23 Bulletin of the American Geographical Society, Nov., 1907, ppe. 666-668,
Obituary of Angelo Heilprine

24 Pollek, Gustav, Michael Heilprin and His Sons, passime
Beard, Annie, E. S., Our Foreign-Born Citizens, ppe 132-137.

25 Pivany, Eugene, Hungarian-American Historical Connections, p. 54.

26 Kende, Geza, Magyerok Amerikaban, Vol. I, ppe 74-76e
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sisters fled to Brussels where they remained until Kossuth raised emough
noney by lecturing in Americe to pay for their transportation here.
I July, 1852, Kossuth left this country and at the end of thet year two
of his sisters, Susanne and Emilie arrived. Louise stayed in Brussels
with her mother who was tbo weak to travel, Susanne was the youngest
sister who was well~educated by private tutors, During the rebellion
she took care of the wounded and wes punished for this by imprisonment
twice afterwards., Therefore, she was weekened and had known suffering
by the time that she arrived here. She opened & lace business in Boston
but died soon in 1854 and was buried in a small cemetary in New York
City.27 Emilie is buried in Brooklyn's Greenwood Cemetary; up to her
death in 186028 her 1ife was also tragic since her husband left her and
her sons were not energetic enough to make a success of their farm in
New York state. Consequently, she had to move with the Manning family
in Brooklym. Hér youngest son fought in the War Between the States
and died in 1863 of sickness contracted in the war, The third sister
came to America with her three sons after her mother's death in 1853.
After that she wandered quite & bit since she lived for a while in
Cornwaell=-on=the=Hudson, then in Brooklyn, then in Turin, then in America
again, but she finally returned to Turin in 1881 where she remained
with Kossuth until his death in 1894, 29

The presence of so many exiles in New York City of the educated

class led to a flowering of ocommunity life. Indeed, the whole present-

27 Anonymous, Memorial of liadame Susenne Kossuth Meszlenyi, pessim,

28 "Death of Emilie Zirlavsky Kossuth," The Century, July 5, 1860,
Pe 433

29 Kende, Geza, Magyarok Amerikaban, Vol. I, ppe 305-308.
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day set-up was foreshadowed since the first Hungarian-American newspeper,
the first benefit society, and the first theatrical society made their
appearances This would be interesting material for the historian, but
unfortunately the benefit socliety left no records; the copies of the
newspaper are extinot, although one or two private copies may be put
away in some forgotten place, and the theatrical society did not survive
long enough to be well-launched. Geza Kende who wes a journalist, not
a professional historiean, gives an account of these organizationse. Al=-
though he does not cite his sources, I understand that he had personal
contact with some of the survivors concerned, who have since passed
awaye

The newspaper was very appropriately called the Hungarien Exiles'®
Paper and was edited by Carol Kornis, one of the exiles of the Hungarian
Rebellion, who had been a teacher of lew in the University of Budapest.
It was a four page affair and had cultural and propaganda purposes.
Literary pieces, poetry, and articles on Hungarian-American life covered
the cultural aspects. Appeels to the Hungarians in America to fight
on the Turkish side against the Russians in the Crimean War as a form
of revenge, because Russia had aided the Austrians to suppress the
Hungarian Rebellion of 1848 fulfilled the propaganda motive. Indeed,
the Hungarians in New York went so far as to plan the organization of an
expedition of volunteers. Some wanted to have Kossuth at the head of
the Hungarian troops, but others, alienated by his failure to keep up
contacts with the Hungarian-Americans, wanted to choose their own lead-
erss Kornis belonged to the Kossuth faction, but he did not achieve any
results and gave up the newspaper after the sixth issue was printed

since subseriptions were few. In this newspaper was the first mention



of the New York Magyar Benefit Association.30

In 1852 the benefit society was established with Philip Freund

as first president and Carol Kornis, the newspaper editor, as business

mnegers. The purpose of the organization was to aid Hungarian immigrants

in need and sickness. Before the society was on its feet, it failed
for lack of support and money,Sl

The first Magyar Theatrical Society in America led by Louis Dencs

appeared in 1851. Although its members were amateurs, this was no
leisure time diversion for them, but a grim attempt to make a living in
a genteel way. The upper class Hungarian refugees frho organized it
worked out a routine of Hungerian folk songs and utilizpd full military
display in their costumes, but their talent was slight. After two un-
successful appearances in American theatres they broke up the troupe and

became manual laborers.d2

30 Kende, Geza, Magyarok Amerikaban, Vol. I, pp. 122-133,
31 Ibid., Vole I, Ppe 1l35=136.

‘32 Tbid., Vole I, ppe 118-121,
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CHAPTER VII
HUNGARIAN ART AND ARTISTS IN NEW YORK CITY.

Restriocting the word art to its narrow meaning covering painting,
soulpture and architecture, we must restrict it even more in consider-
ing the Hungarian artists associated with New York City, because none
of them did outstanding work in architecture. Indeed, Hungarians are
mch better known in the theatre and in music, However, one of the
great painters of all times - & Hungarian - visited New York City in
1886 and left some of his great works here,

Last fall the John Wanameker Department Store exhibited & precious
painting which it owns in its New York City branch; this was Michael

Munkacsy's Christ Before Pilate, beautifully set off against a back=-

ground of blue draperies. On the ground floor a sign described Munkacsy's
background and his visit to America., John Wenameker out-bade all the
others in purchasing this painting which was generally kept in the
Philadelphie store.! A compenion piece to this peinting is Christ on

Calvary which is well-described in a pamphlet issued when the painting
2

was on display at the 23rd Street Tabernacle,” Munkacsy's beginnings
were very humble; he was the son of poor parents and began his working
experience as a joiner., His first artistic efforts were paintings of

drametic scenes from Hungarian life. However, he only rose to higher

things after he went to Paris where he was influenced by the great works

1 This is based upon personal observation.

2 Christ on Calvary by M. de Munkacsy Companion to the Painting Christ
Before Pilate Exhibited at 28rd Street Tabernacle, N. Y., 4th edition,
PPe 5=18,




of art. Indeed, thereafter he spent most of his life in Paris.® One

of the earlier examples of his rise to loftier themes was the painting

depicting the Blind Milton Dictating Paradise Lost which may be viewed

by all New Yorkers since it is in the hall of the New York Publie Library
at 42nd Street.% These are only some of the numerous paintings which
Munkecsy left here in miseums, libraries and privete collections. During
his visit in 1886 Munkacsy was feted by Hungarians and Americens in

’ New York and met Vanderbilts, Astors, Belmonts, Pulitzer, Carl Schurz

and many other notables.

Although no other Hungarian artist in America even approaches
Munkacsy's prominence there are men who have done meritorious work.
Milly" (William Andrew) Pogany is probably the best knmowm. At present
he resides in Hollywood, California where he is connected with art in
the motion pictures. However, enough of his work remains in New York
City to make him a fit subject for this study. Pogany was born in
Szeged, Hungary in 1882, His education was acquired in Budapest, Munich,
and Paris. The works which make him a household neme are his illustra-

tions for about one hundred fifty books, of which Gulliver's Travels is

one of the most outstanding. Yet he is very versatile and has been
successful as a stage decorator, costume designer, mural painter and art
director of motion pictures, Indeed, although architecture is not
generally his field, he received a silver medal from the New York Society

of Architects and the Park Central Hotel, in New York is a sample of his

3 (Christ on Calvary by M. de Iunkacsy Companion to the Painting Christ

Before Pilate Exhibited &t 2ord Street Tabernacle, N.Y., 4th edition,
,DP. 5-18. -

4 Parsonal observation.
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architeotural ability. The murals of the Park Central are his work,

and the ceiling peinting for the Ritz Towers and the swimming pool in
Brooklyn's Hotel St. George are other examples of his art.s Probably

his outstanding murals are the fourteen decorative panels covering the
entire sides of the orchestra and balcony in the Children's Theatre of

the Heckscher Foundation for children. EHEere Crimm's and Andersen's

fairy tales are painted on canvas, and the whole work was compk ted in five
months. His work as a stage decorator is illustrated by his scenic

settings for some Metropolitan Opera productions, like the Cog d4f or.5
Another versatile Hungarian artist is Alexander Finta of New York -

a sculptor, painter and author. He was born a year earlier than Pogany,
in 1881, at Turkeve, Hungary. After attending the Real Gymnasium he
studied at various European art schools. In 1923 he came to the United
States and was a Columbia student in 1928. Since 1930 he is & citizen
of the United States and has contributed significantly to American art,
especially as a resident of New York City. Some of his works are in the
Brooklyn Museum; others are in the possession of the Metropolitan Museum
of Art, including his famous marble bust of Cardinal Hayes. In the Mumesmatic
Museum of New York is his collection of medals and the memorials of such
famous New York characters as Washington Irving, Walt Whitman, and
Robert Fulton. In addition he even found time to write articles for

magazines end such books as Best Short Stories for Children, and Big

Game Hunter, a serials’

5 Who's Who in American Art, Vol. I, 1936-1937, edited by Alice Coe
lcGlaufIin, pe 335. Who's Who in Americe, vol. 20, 1938-1939, p. 2002.

6 McCabe, Lida Rose "Making All the Fairy Tales Come True," Arts and
Decorations, Vol. XVIII, No. 2, Dece 1922, pp. 14, 15, 98.

7 Who's Who in America, Vol. 20, 1938-1939, p. 895. Who's Who in American
Art, Vol. I, 1936=-1937, pe 146,
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Two other famous Hungarian characters in the art world are
1sidore Konti and Julio Kilenyl - both sculptors. Konti was born in
1862 in Vienna and received his education in the Imperial Academy there,
put his family baockground was Hungarian, Since coming to the Unitéd
States in 1890 he has spread his works throughout the country. In New
York City he has two statues in the Metropolitan Museum of Art - "The
Genius of Immortality” and "Mother and Child.," The churches contain
examples of his work - "Reverend Morgan Dix" in Trinity Church and
"Jemorial to Bishop Horatio Potter in St. John's Cathedral.® He also
designed two groups on Admiral Dewey's Memorial in Mson 8quare Garden,
and "The Three Graces" of the Hotel Astor,®

Julio Kilenyi specializes in medallions and plaques. He was born
in Arad, Hungary in 1885 and was educated there in the Royal School of
Arts end Crafts in Budapest, later increasing his training in Germany
and France., In 1916 he came to the United States and was naturalized
in 1924, He is represented in the Metropolitan luseum of Art, in the
Museum of the New York Historical Society and in the Numismatic Museum
.of New York. Some outstanding examples of his designs are the 200th

anniversary medal of Benjamin Frenklin for the Saturday Evening Post,

the Commender Byrd North Pole medal, the Thomas A. Edison pas -
relief,lo the General Pershing Medallion for the American Legion, the
George Washington Bridge dedication medal, the Post and Gatty around

the world flight plaque, and the Mark Twain Centennial Medal, 1935.11

8 Who's Who in American Art, Vol. I, 1936-1937, pe 243.

9 Young Magyar-American, July, 1937, pe Se

10 A picture of it appears in The Outlook, March 4, 1925, p. 2.

11 Who's Who in American Art, Vol. I, 1936-1937, pe 236




New York's sophisticates are also familiar with the work of

Tlonka Keresz who designs the covers for the New Yorker magazine. She
was born in Budapest in 1896 and received her training at the Royal

School of Arts and Crafts,l2
There are also a number of lesser lights in New York City, but

I feel that these have not contributed enough to be important yet. 1In
addition there are Hungarian artists in other cities whose work has
sometimes been exhibited in New York, Hugo Gellert is an example. In
1923 his paintings and drawings were exhibited at Kevorkian's and
attracted attention because they caught the life of New York's laborers
s0 well, 13 In the newer artistie photography Fungarians in New York
possess skill as well as is amply demonstrated by the current photo-

graphic exhibit at the Hungarian Reference Library

12 Vho's Who in American Art, Vol. I, 1936-1937, p. 236

13 Catalogue of 46 Paintings and Drawings; Hugo Gelbert Exhibition,
ey 1-31, 1923, 8 pageses




CHAPTER VIII

HUNGARIAN INFLUENCES ON THE THEATRE IN NEW YORK.

Bungarian theatrical efforts in New York have been of two types;
Hungarian plays have echieved success on the American stage, and
Hungarian plays in the Hungarian language have been produced for
Hungarien=-American audiences in New York, Furthermore, if we apply
the word theatre in its broadest sense we can include the early motion
picture productions in New York City which were largely under the
direction of Hungariens, like Adolph Zukor,

The Hungerian dramatic companies with their repertoires came f
first in point of time. I have already mentioned the Magyar Society,
established in 1865, whose members presented the first Hungarian play
in America, "The Escaped Soldier" in 1869 at Drametic Hall on East
Houston Street. After this there was a long hiatus and only after the
founding of the New York Magyer Theatricel Society in 1887 were
Hungarien plays presented in America with any professional touch or
regularity. The producer and guiding spirit of this organization was
at first Henrik Miskolezy who arrived in New York in 1886 and began
his career as an actor in smaller provincial companies in Hungary. The
opening performance was on March 15, 1887 with the presentation of “A
Yellow Horse." The orchestra conductor was Charles Feleky who later
became the General Manager of the Martiﬁ Beck Theatre and the célebrated
compiler of the back-bone of the Hungerian Reference Librarye. The New

York Magyer Theatrical Society was not free from competitors very longe.

Hungarian lodges and benefit societies began to give occasional pieces =

for example on October 15, 1887 the New York First liagyar Conversational
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and Sickness Ald Society presented "The Czarina's Prisoner." For a |

—

while the Feleg Dramatio Societ!_ constituted & rival as well, Charles

Peleky became the leader of the New York lMagyar Theatrical Society

which joined the Magyar Soclety in 1888 and remained with it until their
gommon demise in 1908, At the mresent time most of the church organi=
gations, benefit societies and Hungarian youth circles present occasion-
al Hungarian plays.'

Although these Hungarian plays provide & cultural outlet for the
Magyars of New York (eand of other cities as well, since the companies
sometimes go on tour) they are not in any way connected with the main
current of Americen life., Om the other hand the presentation of the work
of modern Hungerian playwrights on the Broadway stage entertains
Americans in New York and visitors from other cities.

A’; the present time there is only one play by a Bungarian writer
on Broadway and that is a revival of Ferenc Molnar's most popular
production "Liliom" which first appeared in 1921, and ran continuously
for two years. Revived by Eva Le Galhemnic in 1932 it is now revived
again by Vinton Freedley at the Forty-fourth Street Theatre. Brooks

Atkinson,of the Times, draws a good comparison between the present and

earlier versions: "In the title part that Joseph Schildkraut created
Burgess Meredith gives a performance that begins tamely but concludes
with several scenes of heartbreaking beauty. Mr. Schildkraut's brassy
braggadocio gave the first half of the play a tartness and edge that

Mr. Meredith cannot achieve. But when the play moves into the sphere of

1 Kende, Geza, Magyarok Amerikaban, Voles II, ppe 122=127,
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character evocation in the second half Mr. Meredith's deeply felt honest
emotion is ruefully exalting. In the part that Eva Le Gallienne played
with memorable reticence in the other performances, Ingrid Bergman acts
with incomparable loveliness., Miss Bergman, who is making her first
appearance on the English-speeking stage, is personally beautiful and
endows Julie with an awakened, pulsing grace of spirit. There is some-
thing wonderfully enkindling about the way she illuminates Julie's

character."?2

This play has a unique charm because it is a psychological study
of a bully who remains defiant even before the heavenly court when he
comes up for final judgment and condemns himself thus to eternal
punishment. Furthermore, the whole basis for Liliom's transgressions
is his love for his wife Julie - the modest servant girl - and his
little daughter. The scene in God's police court is umisual and shows
imaginative powers.

Atkinson praises Molnar's gift of characterization: "The charm
of Liliom is the genius of Molnar. lLooking at Liliom fondly end
humorously, MMolnar has given him his head and described him with extra-
ordinary artistic logice Liliom's little world on the frowzy fringes
of society becomes wonderfully fascinating with this inspired treatment,

eeelt is greatly to Molnar's credit that he could imagine such a dynamic

character and carry him through such revealing though homely and trifling

crises. It is greatly to the credit of Molnar's integrity as an artist

that he could keep Lilimm's character inviolable to the end." S

2 Atkinson, Brooks, "Molnar's Liliom," The New York Times, Sunday,
March 31, 1940, Section 9, pe le

3 Ibid., pe l.
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Although Liliom is Molnar's outstanding achievement, he had other

proadway successes such as "The Devil, The Guardsman, The Phantom Rival,

and Eh_?_s_w_u_._q_with Eva Le Gallienne.? I have read his collected plays
and find them mostly of the drawing room variety - light, witty and
cosmopolitan, The Phantom Rival is typical and has as its theme the
idea that no mp.t:t:er how happy a woman may be the image of her first
lover returnse®

Menyhalt Lengyel and Lajos Biro also belong to this school which
acoording to Charles Recht is a by-product of Vienna and Schnitzler.®
In fact these two men frequently collaborated in such plgys as The

Czarina, and The Dancer which were produced in New York. Biro's career

— it

is typical of this group which was most successful in the years immediately
preceding end succeeding the last World War. Lajos Biro was borm in

Vienna in 1880 and brought up in a little Hungerian village. He studied
for the bar in Budapest, then was in the banking business, and finally
turned to journalism and literature. While editor of a radical publica-
tion he also wrote short stories. His experience was further varied by
service in the army and by study at the Sorbonne and residence in the

Latin Quarter of Paris. His first play was produced in Berlin where he

was the correspondent of a newspaper of Budapest, and in the World War

he was & war correspondent of the Pester Lloyds’ Such a background was

4 Josika Herczeg, Imre de, Hungary After A Thousand Yesrs, ppe 301,302.

o Eaton, W P., "Molnar's Phantom Rival," Colliers, January 2, 1915,
Pe Y

6 Recht, Charles, "lajos Biro," The Drama, No. 30, May, 1918, p. 151,

7 Ibido, PPe 151-153.
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admirably calculated to make him a cosmopolitan and a satiriste. Tis

leter Broadwey successes were ' rhe Highwayman and Moonflower. Lengyel,

his contemporary, also achieved success in 1925 with Sancho Panza and

Antonia.a
———————

A leter arrivel on the Broadway scene was Ernest Vajda whose
Fate lorgena ran for two years. This is & psychological play about
adolescence since it revolves around the affair of an eighteen year old
youth with & mondaine from Budapest. The background is distinctly

Fungerian since the setting is the Puszta (the Hungarian plain).’

A number of lesser lights also scored some degree of successe

Francis Herczeg's Silver Fox, Seven Sisters, and Dagmar won praise on

Broadway. Eugene Heltai's Mrs., Boltay's Daughters appeared in 1915,

Other Hungarien productions on the New York stage were Gebor Dregely's

Tailormede Man in 1917 and Little Iliiss Blue Beard in 1523; Imre Foldes,

Hello and Over the Telephone; Laszlo Fodort's, The Stork; Andor Gabor's

Doller Daddy; Andor Garvay's Deep in the Woods; Laszlo Lakatos' Sapphire

D
Ring and Head Or Tail; and Emil Nyitreit's Lady Friends. Thus the decade

of 1920's brought several Hungarians into prominence in the New York
theatre, but especially Ferenc liolnar; however, this promising output
we.s not maintained in the 1930's when I find no Hungarians to mention on
Boradwaye

Most of the Hungarian theatrical talent was drafted into the motion

picture industry as this new medium made rapid prozress in the late 1920's,

8 Josika-Herczeg, Imre de, Hungary After A Thousand Years, pe. 302

9 ILewisohn, Ludwig, "Review of Ernst Vajda's Pley 'Fate Morgana',"
The Netion, Vol. 118, No. 3063, March 16, 1924, pp. 321-322.

10 Josika-Herczeg, Imre de, Hungary After A Thousand Years, p. 302.
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such famous motion picture names as Alexander Korde, Adolph Zukor,
williem Fox and lMarcus Loew are either of Hungarien birth or parentage.ll
gowever, their locale of operations, Hollywood, puts them outside of the
scope of this essay. It is & well-~known fact that the motion picture
industry s tarted in New York and Adolph Zukor, who was of Hungarian
pirth, ploneered in its inception. He was born in Ricse, Hungary in
1873 and received his education there and in the Evening Schools of New
York City. After his arrival in the United States in 1888, he enjoyed &
varied career in the hardware, upholstery and fur businesses of New

York and Chicago. In 1904 he became associated with Mitchell Mark,

owner of the Strand Theatre of New York, and Marcus Loew in presenting
vaudeville and motion pictures. He was president and director of the

Femous Players - Lasky Corporation.lz
The motion picture actors of Hungarien birth or origin are all

associated with Hollywood, but since we see them in New York as well
whenever one of their pictures is playing here, they deserve to be
mentionede In silent film deays Vilma Benky and Lya Putti scored top
honors. At present Ilona Massey, Steffie Duna, Zita Johann, Bela Lugosi
and Paul Lucas are some of the better-known Hungarians,

If New Yorkers wish to see real Hungarian films, with Hungarian
performers, produced in Hungary, they may attend the Modern Pleyhouse
on 3rd Avenue and 8lst Street, where there is a Magyer picture every
daye On the radio the Magyar theatre of the air offers Hungarian songs

and general entertainment. A Hungarian prosram appears on Friday evening

11 Josika~-Herczeg, Imre de, Hungary After A Thousand Years, p. 306.

12 Who's Who in New York, 1924, p. 1415,
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on WQXR from 83130 to 9:00 pems On Sunday afternoon there is one from
1:30 to 3:00 and another from 2:00 to 4:00 on 1400 and 1500 kilocycles
respectivelys the. former is the newer program and in my estimation the
more enjoyable, too.

Furthermore, Hungarians were responsible for establishing certain
theatres in New York City. Samiel Rothafel founded the Roxy Theatre.l3
Martin Beck is a Hungarien who employed Charles Feleky &s his General
Manager and allowed him time for the book-collecting which was his hobby

and turned out to be so useful for the Hungarien Reference Library.l4
Thus in every aspect of the theatre = the legitimate stage, the

motion pictures, and on the air, Hungarians of New York are represented.
Furthermore, Hungarians entertain not only a small circle of Magyars,

but their works have won acclaim among Americans,

13 Brown, Francis J. and Roucek, Joseph Slabey, Our Racial and National
Minorities, pe 318,

14 Feleky, Antoinette, Charles Feleky and His Unpublished Manuscript,
Pe Se




CHAPTER IX

HUNGARIAN MUSIC AND MUSICIANS IN NEW YORK.

Music lovers are familiar with Hungarian folk music and with the

gypsy veriations of it. Some of the famous Bungarian musicians built
on this foundation, but others have won acclaim in America by playing
or conducting non~-Hungarian classical works and some young Hungarians
who migrated to America achieved recognition for composing operettas
and musical comedies in the popular vein,

Contrary to popular cf)nception Hungarian folk music was late in
being discovered and much that passes for it is really based on Gypsy
xmlsic.1 This is true even of Liszt's femous Bungarian Rhapsodies and
Brahms' Hungarian Dances, Brahms was a Gerrmen but he was introduced to
what purported to be Magyar peasant tunes by his Hungarian accompanist
Edward Ren;enyi;. Remenyi was also connected with Kossuth's rebellion of
1848 and fled to Englande In the course of & concert tour in 1865 he
sojourned in New York as well as other American cities before he passed
awgy in San Franciscos.? Real Hungarian folk music has recently been
unearthed by the researches of Bela Bartok and Zoltan Kodely. Toth
explains the difference between this and gypsy music very capably,

"The 0ld Hungarian Asiatic songs have classic unity and concentrated
expression in contrast to the sentimentally diffuse and exhibitionist

Hungarian gypsy musice™ This opinion is upheld by Edward Kilenyi, en

1 Toth, Aladar, "Hungarian Folk Music," International Cyclopedia of
Music and Musicians, pe 571,

2 "Musical Who's Who," Young Magyar American, July, 1936 - Sept. 1536, pe. 6.

3 Toth, Aledar, "Hungarian Folk Music," International Cyclopedia of
Music and Musicians, pe 573
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out standing Hungarian-American orchestra conductor, in an articles?
Kilenyi was born-'in Hungary and educated there and in Rome end Cologne.
gis specialty is the violin for which he has composed pieces in addition
to operatioc works and overtureu.5 -

We are fortunate at the present time in having Bela Bartok in our
midst participating in the Coolidge Festival of Music presented in
Weshinzton by the Elizabeth Sprague Coolidge Foundation. Afterwards he
will concertize at Carnegie Hall and at Columbiat's McMillin Theatre in
collaboration with the Hungarian Reference Library. Bartok is a composer,
an excellent concert pianist, and a compiler of Hungarian and Slavic
folk songse. Bertok is not new to this country since he was here on a
concert tour more than a decade ago in 1928 but his reputation has grown
tremendously and his work has increased in power. TUnlike some other |
outstanding artists and musicians of Hungarian birth, Bartok has not
become an expatriate. Indeed, he is typicelly Hungarian in background
and traininge. In 1881 he was born at Nagyszentmiklos and received the
benefit of his father's skill in msic up to the age of eight when his
parent, who was the director of the School of Agriculture, passed away.
By this time the young Bela was well-versed in music and began to com=-
pose and perform as a child prodigy. His earliest formal msical traine
ing was obtained in Nagyvarad and Pozsony and he was polished off at the
Liszt Academy of Music in Budapest. Many influences have been brought
to bear on him, such as the compositions of Dohnenyi, Brahms, Wagner,

Liszt and Richard Strauss. During his second period he turned to folk

6 "Musical Who's Who," Young Magyar American, July - Sept, 1836, p. 2.

4 Kilenyi, Edward, "The Theory of Fungarian Music," The Musical Quarterly,
VOIO 5, No. 1, Jan, 1919’ PPe 20=39,
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msic collaborating with Kodaly in research, At the present time he
is strongly under the influence of Debussy. His compositions include
chamber music, symphonic and piano works, and collections of folk musice.
On his present tour the celebrated Hungarian violinist, Joseph Szigeti,
is acoompanying hime€

Bartok's collaboretor in rediscovering old Magyar folk music is
Zoltan Kodaly, & famous composer in his own right, His choral composi-

tion Psalms Hungaricus was presented from New York to San Franci 8coe’

Another famous Hungarian pianist who influenced Bartok and also
concertized in Americe is Erno Dohnanyi, He was born in Pozsony, Hungary
in 1877 and like Bartok he was the son of an educated father who was a
professor of mathematics and physics and pleyed a number of instruments.
After receiving his early training from his fether and from an organist
in the Pozsony Cathedrel, Dohnanyi at the age of seventeen went to the
Royal Academy of Music at Budapest. Here he won the Franz Liszt
scholarshipe In 1897 he went to Berlin and gave his first important
foreign recitals. Then he returned to Hungary and gave concerts in
Vienna and London with the Budapest Philharmonice. From 1900 to 1901
he concertized in America, including New York City. Since then he has
concertized in all of the European capitols and hes held several
important positions as Professor of Music at the Berlin Hohschule, as
director of the Budapest Conservatory, and as director of the Hungarian

radio since 1931 and of the Hochschule since 1934,8

6 Bucskai-Payerle, Bela and Schulhof, Andor, Bele Bartok His Life and
Music, ppe 1-7.

7 "Musical Who's TWho," Young Magyar American, July - Sept., 1936, pe 3

8 Otvos, Adorjan, "A Philosopher=lusiocan," Arts and Decoration, July,

1, 1923, ppe 1-3. International Cyclopedia of Music and kusicians,
Pe 462,
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These prominent contemporaries are by no means the only Hungarien
msicians to tour America, including New York City. Back in 1886-1888
[udwig Kerpeth, a Hungarian singer, music critic, and author, who
studied at the Budapest Conservatory made appearances as a singer with
the National Opera Company in New York.? Catherine Klafsky, an operatic
soprano, appeared here in 1895,10 During the season of 1906-1907,

Ferenc Hegedus, & celebrated Hungarien violinist, who was born in Pecs in
1881 and studied at the conservatory there, toured America.ll Yolanda

Mero, & pianist was here in 1923,12 jhen she was only fifteen years old,
Erne. Rubinstein, the Hungarian violin soloist, astounded New York

audiences at Carnegie 'Hall by her celmess and power in execution. She
appeared here in 1922, 1923 and 1924, Here again was a child prodigy

who began her musical studies at the age of.seven and completed her

course in Budapest under Hubey.13 Piroska Anday of the Vienna State

Opera tourned the United States and Canada in 1933,14 lore recently,

in 1935, Enid Szentho, a Hungarian contralto of the Vienna opera was here.l5

She is now appearing again with Szigetti and Bartok.

9 International Cyclopedia of Music and Musicians, Pe 9224

10 "Musical Who's Who," Young-Magyar American, July - Sept., 1936, pe 2.

11 Thide, pe 2e

12 Musical Courier, Febe. 22, 1923, pe« O

13 Ibid., March 1, 1923, pe 31 and November 9, 1922, p. 55.

14 "fusiecal Whots Who," Young-Magyer American, July = Sept., 1936, p. 2.

15 Ibido, Pe 12



puring her earlier tour Miss Szantho was invited to sing at the

yhite House. The same honor was accorded to the Budapest University
chorus during its Americen visit of 1937, Just as its name indicates
the chorus is composed of the faculty members, research graduates, alumni
end students of the university of Budapest, totaling forty members. Its
repertoire on this occasion included both classical and contemporary
Hungarisn compositions. Victor Vaszy is the conductor of this orchestra
and is & professor at the Academy of Music in Budapest and leader of the
Budapest Philharmonic Orchestra. This chorus is well-kmown throughout
Europe. The American tour was sponsored by the Intercollegiate Musical
Council and Dr. Laszeo Telkes, director of the Hungarian Reference
Library and -Tibor De Cholnoky, the prominent Hungerian surgeon of New
York, were on the Hungarian Concert Committee. The proceeds of the tour
went to charity - American-Magyar Orphan- Homes, hospitals, and the Red
Crosse The Carnegie Hall concert took place on January 16, 1937 and the
progrem on this occasion was typical:

Frenz Liszt, "Before the Clash"
"Spring"

Bela Bartok, "0ld Magyer Folksongs"

Zottan Kodaly, "Hurszt"

Victor Lanyi, "Organ"

Viktor Vaszy "Croeks the Raven Now"

Zoltan Kodaly, "Songs from Kerad"

Francis Farkas, "Recrult's Lot"

Nicholus Laurisin, "Heigh-Hol"

Dezso Demeny, "A Serenade™

Frencis Erkel, "Drinking Song"

John Gall, "I Button My Vest"16

16 Anonymous, Americen Tour of Budapest University Chorus, Jan 6 - Feb. 3,
1937 - A pamphlet in the Hungarian Reference Library
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The individuals that I heve mentioned are only some of the
. mngarians who have given concerts in America, Other violinists who
appeared here were Yelly d'! Arany, Clara Dullien, Geza Kresz, Emil
relmanyi and Ferenc Vecsey. Among the pianists less prominent than
gartok and Dohnanyi who played in New York were lLajos Keilner,
charlotte Recsey, Richard Singer, Inre Stefaniai and Zdenka Techarich,
Vooalists whom I have not mentioned are Rosette Anday, Maria Ivogun,
Joseph Lengyel, Catherine Reiner of the Royal Hungarian Opera, liaria
Samson, Alexander Sved, and Desider Zador,17

A number of Hungerian-born musicians came to the United States
as immigrents and many were associated at one time or another with New

York. Hungarian gypsy music reached New Yorkers first of all as it

was interpreted by Lajos lMunczi and his orchestra at New York's Eden
Musee which was popular between ‘the period of Kossuth's visit and the
World War. This institution on 23rd Strest between 5th and 6th Avemues
housed wax representations of historicel events, like the éxecu’cion of
Maximilian of Mexico and the death of Cleopatras. Another popular feature
wes the Hungarian gypsy band dressed in red and led in turn by such
prominent gypsies as Kalman Balazs, Naci Erdelyi and Lajos Muncy who

was femous for his diamond vest buttons. The repertoire of the band
included Hungarian and American pieces and the core of the orchestra was
the first violin and the cymbals, i‘he cymbal or czimbalom, is Hungary's

national instrument and has a long history.18 Ifunczi who was the

17 "Musieal Who's Vho," Young-liagyer American, July = Septe., 1936, pp.
2, 6,.12.

18 Hertmann, Arthur, "The Czimbalom, Hungary's National Instrument,"
The Musical Quarterly, Vol. 2, Nos 4, Oct., 1916, ppe 590-8600.

T
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orohestra's first violin was born in Oldenburg, Hungary, Unlike other
cypsies who play by ear he was well-trained in music at the Viemna
Imperial Conservatory. DBefore he came to America he was under the

patronaze of Prince Paul Esterhazy, one of the powerful lande” magnates

of Hungarye ke

A less spectacular Hungarian-Americen rmsician who had real ability
was Rafael Joseffy; he exerteci e powerful influence from 1879 when he
ceme to America to his degth in 1915, He was born in 1852 in the
carpathian section of Hungary and studied music under the best Hungarian
teachers of his day, including the immortal Liszt, As a concert pianist
he also performed in Berlin. In New York he became associated with
Walter DamroSch through whose influence he became a professor at the
National Conservatory in New York. He trained many Americen pianists
through private lessons,20

Although Ottakar Eugene Novacek who was Joseffy's contemporary,
only lived in New York from the time of his arrival in 1891 to his death
in 1900, he managed to make himself known in that short period of time.
Since he received excellent training as a violinist at the Leipzig
Conservatory, he soon became the first violinist of the Philharmonic
Symphony Society of lNlew York. He a&lso did some work for the lietropolitan

Opera and composed pieces for the piano and violin.zl

19 Anonymous, lMunczi Lajos and His Orchestra, a handbill advertizing
the orchestra printed by the Eden lMusee and in the possession
of the Hungarian Reference Librarye.

20 "Musical Who's Who," Young lMagyar-American, July - Sept., 1936,
Pe S

21 Ibid., po 6.
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Another popular figure around the turn of the century was Lajos

serly who was the greatest and most popular composer of Magyar song

in America, He was a well-beloved figure in New York's Hungarien
mesical and social 11 fe. %2

A composer of classical musioc, a pianist, and a teacher was
Max William Vogrich who died in New York in 1916, Born in Szeben,
Hungary (now Rumanian) in 1852 he went to the Leipzig Conservatory for
his musical educations After that he wandered far afield to Germany,
Russia, France, Italy, Spain, Mexico and South America, In 1878 he
was in New York for the first time but went to distant Australia next.
From 1886 to 1902 he was again in New Yorke From 1902 to 1914 he lived
first in Weimar and then in London., The last two yeers of his life
wore spent in New York. His compositions include operas, oratorios,
cantatas, symphonies and violin and piano pieces.zs

Frenz Lehar is always remembered for his great hit, the lerry

Widowe Few know, however, that he is a Hungarian because he has been

so closely associated with Vienna, where he has lived ever since the

llerry Widow brought him fame and riches,?4 Although he has never set

foot in New York, no one can claim that he does not hold a secure place

in its music world as long as the Merry Widow Walse is played.

Although Lehar has never been here, other famous Hungarian composers
of operettas have chosen this city as their residence. Victor Jacobi
who died in New York in 1921 was born in Budapest and is the composer of

Rambler Rose and Apple Blossom. Armand Vecsey is sspecially noted for

22 Musical Who's Who," Young Magyar-American, July - Sept., 1936, p.12.

25 International Cyclopedia of lusic and Musicians, Ppe 1991.

24 Kitchen, Kerl K. "An Interview with Franz Lehar," The Theatre,
Vol. XX, No. 162, Auge, 1914, ppe 64-66e




- T8

nis Rose of Chinas2® The most outstanding of this group of composers

of light opera is Sigmund Romberg. He was born in Hungary in 1887

and was originallytrained to be a civil engineer. Later he studied

music with Viotor Heuberger in Vienna and found his true vocation.

in 1913 he settled in New York where he has written more than 70
operettas combining Austrian and Americen styles of popular music,

Some of his outstanding successes which New Yorkers will easily recognize

are Blossom Time, The Desert Song, Maytime, and the Student Prince,.Z26

Another aspect of music in which Hungarians heve achieved promin-
ence is that of orchestra conducting., Some outstanding Magyar wielders
of the baton have been Anton Seidl, Max Fleischmann, Fritz Reiner, Erno
Rapee, Eugene Ormandy, Sendor Harmati, and Edwerd Kilenyi whose back-
ground and achievements I have already describeds Although some Hungarian
writers also list Arthur Bodansky of the Metropolitan opera as a
Hungarian, judging from accounts of his life which appeared in the new;s-

papers after his recent death and from reading Who's Who in Americe, I

think that there is no reason for considering him anything but Austrian.
The list of conductors whom I have mentioned are all those who have lad
some connectiqn with New York City.

The earliest to make a name for himself was Anthony Seidl who was
educated in Europe and became the conductor of the New York Philharmonic
Symphony Society. In 1885 he succeeded Damrosch as conductor of the
lletropolitan Opera Orchestra and was noted for his skill in rendering

Wegner., He passed away in New York in 1898,27

25 Josika-Herczeg, Imre de, Hungary After A Thousand Years, ps 303.

26 International Cyclopedia of Music and Musicians, pe 1570

27 "Musical Who's Who," Young Magyer American, July - Sept., 1936,
Pe 6 :
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Max Fleischmann who is now the assistant conductor of the Roxy
gymphony Orchestra was born and educated in Budapest. Since 1923 he has
conducted orchestras at the Rialto, Rivoli and Criterion Theatres .28

The two most outstanding contemporary Hungarian-American conductors
who were both trained in Budapest are Fritz Reiner end Erno Rapees
Reiner resides in New York but his contemporary musical ties are with
the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia and the Pittsburgh Symphony
Orchestra of which he is the director. Reiner was very well-trained
at the Royal Acedemy of Music in Budapest and is also a graduate of the
law school of the University of Budapest. He was the conductor not only
of the Opera Comique in his native city but also directed on occasion
at Dresden, Berlin, Hamburg, Vienna, Rome and Barcelona. He has per=-

formed all over the United States as welle<d

Erno Rapee is mare closely associated with New York City in his
work. He received his musical training in the Budapest conservatory
where he was outstanding as a pianist, In 1912 he came to the United
State.s. Here he was the conductor in turn of the Capitol Theatre
Orchestra, the Roxy Theatre Orchestra, and of the Generel Motors Orchestra.
Since 1933 he is the director of music for the Radio City kusic Hall
Corporation and has broadcasted since 1920. In the course of his work
he has introduced several lesser known Hungerian and American com=-

positions and has helped fellow-Hungarians to find a place for themselves .0
Eugene Qrmandy is another young Hungarian conductor who has become

28 "Musical Who's Who," Young Magyar American, July = Sept., 1936, pe 10.

29 Ibido, Pe 10,

30 "Musicel Who's Who," Young Magyer American, July - Sept., 1936, pe 10




an Americen and & success., Ormandy was born in Budapest in 1899 and
goon displayed ability as a child prodigy. At the age of five he
entered the Budapest Royal Academy of lMusic and by 1914 he obtained
the Stete Diploma for violin playing after touring Europe. In 1919

he was appointed & professor at the Hungarian State Conservatory of
\usio but left for Americe the next year., In this country he did not
have to wait long for success since by 1921 he was concertmaster and
later conductor of the Capitol Theatre Orchestra., In 1927 he became
naturalizeds In 1930 he was guest conductor of the New York Stadium
Summer Concerts, but since then his activities have taken him far
afield from New York. From 1931-1935 he was the conductor of the
Minneapolis Symphony Orchestra and since 1536 he has been co-conductor
with Stokowski of the Philadelphia Orchestra. 1In 1936 he conducted the

Bruckner Festival in Linz.31

Sandor Harmati died in 1936 in New Jersey, but since from
1922-1923 he conducted the Women's String Orchestra in New York he falls
within our classification. In reality he was more than just a conductor
since he was also a composer and violinist, He was born in Budapest
in 1892 and received his musical training in the Budapest Academy of
Music, After achieving recognition in Hungary as Concertmaster of the
State Orchestra in Budepest and Concertmaster of the People's Opera
there, he tried his luck in America, arriving as & member of the Letz
Quartet in 1917. He rose to the leadership of this group 1922-25 at
the same time that he undertook new obligations with the Women's String

Orchestra, In 1927 he conducted the International Festival at Frankfort

78

31 International Cyclopedia of Music and Musicians, pe 1332,
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and from 1925-1930 he conducted the Omeha Orchestra, During his life
he Was frequently & guest conductor here and abroad,?

Bunga.rian opera singers have also achieved some measure of success
with the Metropolitan, Outstanding emong them is Margaret Matzenauer
who was born in Temesvar, Hungery. A good musical background in the home
served as an inspiration, since her father was an orchestra conductor
and her mother a dramatic soprano, She studied under Mme. Neuendorff,
Antonia Mielke eand Franz Emerich and made her musical debut at the
Strassburg Opera, From 1904 to 1911 she was a contralto at the Court
Opera in Muniche. In 1911 she made her initial appearance at the
Metropolitan and has been its frequent guest artist since. She has also
sung at Buenos Aires, Berlin, Paris, London, Madrid and Vienna.33

Another Hugarian soprano who has been with the lMetropolitan a long
time is Anna Roselle. She received her training in Hungary too and is
a resident of New Xork. At a recent dog show by the Hungarian Reference
Library she exhibited her pure Hungarisn puli dog.34

Frederick Schorr and Arnold Gabor are two male Hungarian con-
tributions to the Metropolitan, Gabor, who is a baritone, received his
training at the Liszt Academy end sang in operas in Budapest and Germany.35
Schorr is widely known as a German but he was born in the Hungarian city
of Nagy-Varad in Transylvenia which was ceded to Rumenie after the

World Wa.r.36

32 International Cyclogedia of Music and Musicians, pe 747.

88 latzenauer, Mme. lMargarete, "Get a Musical Education First," The
Etude Music Magazine, Vole. XLIV, No. 4, April, 1926, pe 261.

34 Personal observation and interviews

35 MMusical Who's Who," Yourg Magyar American, July = Sept., 1936, pe 2.

36 Ibido, Pe Ge
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A writer of Hungarian opera, Arpad Doppler, also spent years in
merica on the staff of the Grand Conservatory of New York, He was
porn in Budapest and received his earliest training there but later

ne continued his ecucation at Stuttpart. He wrote many operas in the

old Magyar ltylo.37

Some Hungarians who perform on one instrument such as the pieno,
the violin, or the orgen have found a place for themselves. The organist
of Radio City Music Hall is a Hungarien, Deszo-Antalfy-2siross.°® Erno
Balogh is & popular pianist and music teacher in New York.%® A woman
pianist of merit is Yolanda Mero who is the wife of the manager of the
Steinway Piano Company. She was born in Budapest, studied there at the

40

Lisgt Academy and has since toured all over the world, Among the

violinists a young hopeful is Alexander Harsanyi who is the son of the
pastor of New York's Magyar Presbyterian Church. He received his
bachelor's degree from Columbia and won & scholarship to the Juilliard
School of Musice He studied in America and in Paris and has already

toured Europe twice. Harsanyi is an example of the successful American-

41

born generation of Hungarian descent. A practitioner of the ancient

Hungarian art of cimbalom playing is not lacking either. ILadislas Kun
who is an excellent concert artist of New York at present was a professor

of this quaint instrument at the Liszt College of Music in Budapest.42

37 "Musical Who's Who," Young Magyar American, July - Sept., 1936, p. 2.

38 TIbide, pe 2.
59 Ibide, De 2e
40 Ibid., pe 2.
4l Ibid., pe 2.

42 Ibid" Pl 20
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om this lengthy 1ist of personalities it is quite obvious that
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Fr

po HUNEST jans have contributed most to American culture in the world of
t

ios Another impressive fact is that many of these artists came to

ml .

jmeriod in the post-iior ld War period when intellectuals in Hungary could

ot make 8 livinge IHungary's loss proved to be our gain,
n




CEAPTER X
PROMINENT HUNGARIAN SURGEONS IN NEW YORK

Two Hungarian surgeons have achieved particular distinction in
yew York = Arpad Gerster and Tibor de Uholnoky, The latter is making
pis name now whereas the former passed away in 1923 after he had won
wide-spread recognition in his mrofession. Each of these men contribut-
od something original to medicine at the same time as he remeined active
in Hungarian-American life in New York City. Of course, there are
many other Hungarian-born and trained doetors in New York City who do
not meet these specifications, lr. Joseph Szentikiralyi, Librarian of
the Hungarian Reference Library, lists some of these others who are
supporters of the library - Dr. ladislas Boldizsar, Dr. Arpad Lux, Dr.
Kalman Molnar, Dr, Stephen Pakin, Dr. Camille Kereszturi, and Dr. Joland
ladok,) In eddition there must be many more Hungerien-American doctors
who have broken with Hungarian organizations. However, the two men that
I have chosen to discuss have done the most in Iungarian and medical
circles,

Arpad Gerster was born in the critical year 1848 in Kassa, Hungary.
Ee received his training for medicine partly in Hungary and partly abroad.
After completing his work at the University of Vienna he was an interne
for a year in Berlin when Germeny was the leader in science. Hospital
work and army medical service in Hungary also helped to fit him for his
tasks When he was only twenty-six years old he decided to continue his

work in America, settling in Brooklyn. The first New York hospital with

1 Menuseript list competed by Mr. Joseph Szentkiralyi of Famous New
York Magyar-Americans which is available at the Hungarien Reference
Library.
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which he wes essociated was Germen Hospital (now Lenox Hill)., In 1879
he c‘ha.n,g;ed his hospital to Mount Sinai where he continued to exercise
nis skill in performing operations for rich and poor alike for the rest
of his productive life, As en instructor in medical schools he was
assooclated with the New York Polyelinice Medical School from 1882 to 1894
and also became a Professor of Surgery at Columbia University in 1910,
In the medical profegaioﬁ his fellow=-surgeons recognized his eminence
when thej made him President of the New York Melical Society in 1891
and again in 1911 when he was chosen President of the American Medical
Association. He is also known for numerous articles which he con-
tributed to medical publications. Nevertheless he still fourd time to
function in Hungerian affairs, In the chepter on Hungarien Charitable

Institutions, I shall describe his work as President of the liagyar

Tersulat (Magyar Association). His native land recognized his devotion
to Hungarian affairs and his prominence in medicine by conferring
membership in the Budepest Medical Association upon him in 1881,

Gerster was indeed & frequent visitor to Europe end was fond of other

diversions besides traveling, such as reading, sports and music.z

The femily tradition is being carried on by his son, John Carl Arped
Gerster, who is a prominent surgeon of New York City and a graudate of
Columbia and of the University of Bonn. He has also been a contributor

to scientific journals.®

Dre. Tibor de Cholnoky also received his training in Hungary and

is now an associate Professor in Surgery at Columbia and Assistant

¢ Gerster, Arpad, Recollections of a New York Surgeon, passim.

8 Who's Who in America, 1938-19392, p. 997,
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uat 3
surgeon &F Post Graduate Hospital in New York.d He is especially

1n’cer63ted 4n cancer and has written numerous articles on the subjecte®
ggsor Cholnoky is closely comnected with New York's Hungarien life

prof
ynd Wit the Hungarian Reference Library, He is the owner of a prize-
Annine fungerian shepherd dogs As I heve already stated in my chapter
,n msic, he Wwas jointly responsible with Dr. Telkes for the Hungarian

soncerts of the Budapest University Chorus in New York City.

e

* %h%% Jonma’ of Deer Vol, XXX, Yo. 2, Nove, 1935,ppe 298-
304, o

5 Cholnoky, Tibor de, "Round-Cell, Spindle-Cell end Neurogenic
sarcomes of the lip." A pemphlet in the Hungerian Reference Library
which is & repriat from an article in The American Journal of
cancer, Nove 1934 —_—




CHAPTER XI

EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES OF HUNGARIANS

IN NEW YORK

Until very recently, profound interest in cultural activity among
Fungarians was largely lacking because moet of the immigrants were of
the peasant class., A Hungarien newspaper, which I shall describe later,
was established in 1879 to prombte literary and historical articles, but
failed dismally after the second issue. No artists, writers, or
historians of importance emerged., Records of the feeble Hungarian-
American activities which existed were not carefully kept. No ettempt
wes made to acquaint Americans with Hungarian culture in the true sense.
Few Hungarians achieved prominence in American cultural circles. Since
the turn of the Twentieth Century and especially since the World War
some ettempt has been made to remedy these conditions,

Hungarian-American professors are now employed in American
universities, and in New York City in addition to Professor Cholnoky
we find Arpad Kovacs teaching kiodern European History at St. Johmns,
Gabor de Besseneyei teaching Political Science at Fordham, and Francis
Deak at the Columbia Law Schoole.l Columbia University's close comnection
with Hungarien affeirs is noticable and manifests itself in collaboration
with Hungarian cultural activities such as the Bela Bartok Concert which

will teke place on May 1, 1540 at Columbia's McMillin Theatre. Columbia

1 The names were supplied by Elsa Petro at the Hungarian Reference
Library, who is active in Hungarian-Americen social life.
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als0 gives @& $1,000 scholarship for study in Hungary. A similar
pmotion is served by the Institute of International Education in
Jew York - & Carnegie Foundation - for the exchange of students of both
..ns.z In the Univerlif.y Extension Division of Columbia University,
Joseph Sgentkiralyl, the librarian of the Hungarian Reference Library,
gave oourses in the Hungerian language and in Hungarian literature during
the 1939-1940 school year.®

While others ignored the Hungarien-American past, Charles Feleky
became an avid collector of all English materials on Hungerien subjectse
Feleky's vocation was the directing of music for stage plays and in this
work he was associated with Martin Beck for mnty-t.wo years, However,
he is more prominent in the memory of Hungarian-Americens for his
avocation, the collection of an English library on Fungarian subjects
which became the core of the present Hungarian Reference Librerye.
According to lMrs. Feleky, the spirit of collecting was aroused in him
by the purchese of a book about Louis Kossuth that he saw in the window
of a Pittsburgh antique shop.4 From these humble beginnings grew a
library conteining all books relative to Hungary and Hungarians written
in English since 1562 and & collection of periodicals and pamphlets,
At present the library is in the possession of the Hungarian National
Museum which contributes part of the money for the Hungarien Reference
Library's maintenance; the rest comes from the receipts realized from
exhibits, concerts and other entertainments held every Wednesday

evening, and from membership feese® Dr. Iaszlo Telkes, a Hungarian=-

2 Josika-Herczeg, Imre de, Hungary After A Thousand Years, ps 169

¢ Columbia University Extension, Department of East European Languages,
Announcement of Evening Courses in Hungarian.

¢ Feleky, Antoinette, Charles Feleky and His Unpublished Manuseript, pe 8..

] Ibido, PDe 10-11,
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Jperican Harvard graduate is its director and also lectures on Fungarian
gubjects frequently in connection with J(;h:o Wednesday evening programs.

yrs. Antoinette Feleky, the widow of the famous bibliophile and a well-
ynown psychologist in her own right, kept the collection intact from

the time of Charles Feleky's death in 1930 up to the official ac=-

quieition of the collection by the Hungarien National Museum in 1937,

since 1937 this has been & free reference library for students, journalists
and others.®’

This ne.wly awekened interest in Hungarian-American affairs has
also resulted in the founding of a society to study Hungerian-American
historical ties. In 1932 when the 200th enniversary of Washington's
birth was celebrated, Dezso Balogh de Almes initiated "The Colonel
Comandant Michaei de Kovats Society of America™ in New York which
has since set up branches throughout the Union. Colonel Kovats wes
connected with George Washington es Commandant and Drill Master in
Washington's army and lost his life for Americen independence during the
American Revolution in 1779 at Charleston, West Virginia. The Society
worked to keep his memory alive.,by planting a tree each to the memory
of Washington and Kovats in.Central Perk on the anniversary of Kovat's
deaths On the same evening the Society gave a ball and historical
pageant dealing with the American and Hungarian Revolutions. In 1939 a
delegation of American citizens of Hungarian descent presented the New
York Historical Society with a plaque of K'ovats by Alexander Finta,
the famous Hungarien-Americen artist whom I have already described;
this was the fourth plaque executed by Finta whose first appeared in

1929 commemorating the. 150th amniversary of Kovat's deaths On January

6 This information was derived by personal conversation with the
individuals associated with the library.




24,1940 & Kovats memorial was also unveiled in the Bungerian Reference
ubru'Y-7 In the future the Kovats Society may do great service in
revealing more half-forgotten historical facts about Hungarien-American
1ife and tles.

The New York World's Fair of 1036 was truly educational and the
puir of 1940 1s expected to be still better, Hungary participated last
year and wi;l do so again, Many prominent Fungarians of New York, and
especially the staff of the Hungarien Reference Library, were actively
assoclated with the Hungarian exhibit, Hungarian clothing, ceramics,
embroidery, and art objects were on view, In the Pungarien restaurant
the famous Hingarian dishes which I described elsewhere were available
and Hungarian wine and music were introduced to Americans, A special
counter where small portions of Bungarien goulash were served for
thirty-five cents was a very popular feature.,

If we look at the World's Feir from a different point of view we
realize that in addition to being an educationel and cultural revelation
it is & business proposition. Hungarians, like the other nationalities
represented, tried to sell their wares to Americans. However, this is
not the only means used and not the first attempt tried to make Americans
purchasers of Hungarian products. The Royal Eungarian Office for

Foreign Trade advertized in the Young-Magyar American before that

magazine ceased publication., Most of the articles for which the
Hungariens were trying to find buyers were luxury products. The list

includes: "Kando Single-FPhese System for Railway Electrification,

7 Colonel Michael de Kovats; American Revolutionary Hero, Edited by
Joseph Szentkiralyi, passim,
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geilvay's *pry" Fire Extinguisher, Finest Quality leathers and Goods,
mterproof Hemp, Twines and Cords, "Farinograf" Wheat-Gluten Meter,
curative Sperkling Mineral Waters, Packing Mud for Rheumatism, Con-
densed Paprika Vitamin C, Carriage, Riding and Polo Horses, Pure=-bred
wpyli" Shephere Dogs, Rubber Toys, Quality Garden and Field Seeds,
fanoy Meat Dishes in Tins, Wines, Liquors, Champagne, Salami, Bonbons,
Liquir-filled Drops, Paprikas, Poppy-seed, Spices, Herbs, and ledicinal
noc:t:s."8 However, there are also flourishing Hungerien import companies
in private hands such as the business of Paprikss Weiss, leading Hungarian
inporter of New York,

The actual quantity of articles imported into the United States
from Hungary is very smeall, In 1922 Emil Kiss, the prominent Bungarian-
American banker of New York, found that Hungary's imports from the
United States exceeded her exports to this country twenty times. The
items bulking largest in Hungary's export trade to the United States
were paprike, broom-straw, juniper berries, bed feathers, lard, champagne,
hets, basketware, toys, woodenware, and perfumed soap,d

In 1922 Hungarian-American business men of New York tried to im=-
prove the trade between the two countries by establishing an American-
Hungarian Chamber of Commerce which also published a magazine called the

llew York Economist. The first issue of this magazine appeared in

lovember, 1922 and the last in October, 1923, after which the megazine

petered out but the Chamber of Commerce continued in existence. The

8 Royal Hungarian Office for Foreign Trade, List of Hungarian Export
Articles, Young=lagyar Americen, Vol. II, No. 1, June 1937, pe 3e

9 Kiss, Emil, The Industrial Conditions.and Commercial Relatioms in
Hungary; Report of Emil Kiss, President of the American Eungarian
er of Commerce to the Department of Commerce, Washington,

PPe 20-22¢ B
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organization listed its purposes under ten headings:

! |

10

Scientific and expert study of economic opportunities in the
United States and Hungary.

Devising of praoctical plans for the exploitation of such
eoonomic, financial and commercial opportunities in the
interest of both countries,

Active participation and leadership in promotion and carrying
out of constructive plans destined to improve economic
conditions in Hungary.

Yorking out of regular channels of communication with the
Jungarian Government and financiel and commercial organizations
in Budapest as well as with the proper governmental authorities
and important economic organizations in America,

Organizetion of a permanent liew York exhibit of raw materials,
half-finished and finished products of Hungery, thus

opening up, directly and actively, the American merket for
Hungarian commerce and industry,.

Protection of rights of authors, composers, literary men and
artistse. .

Organization of an informeation bureau, securing and diffusing
accurate and reliable information as to the standing and
financial responsibility of merchants and other matters,
including the various rules and regulations governing the
export and import business and the custom duties in HEungary
and America,

To procure uniformity and certainty in the customs and usages
of trade and commerce and to secure freedom from unjust and
unlawful exactionse

To settle differences between its members and to promote
a more enlarged and friendly intercourse between businessmen.

Publication of a monthly magazine to promote an active interest
in the purposes and objeots of the chamber."10

In February 1923, the organization had 606 members,ll including

many prominent Hungarian-Americans of the time, such as Emil Kiss the

10 The New York Economist, lMarch, 1923, pe. 1l5.

11 Ibido, Februa.ry 1923. Pe 1.
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panker, Gezé D. Berko, the editor of the lergest Hungarian daily
pewspaper in America, and Captain James G. Pedlow who was responsible
for the shipping of packages to the poor of Hungary from their American
rolatives at reduced rates. The by-laws of the organization were drawn
up by Morris Cukor, an outstanding lawyer among the Hungarian-Americans
of [ow Yorkel? An outstanding achievement of the Americen Hungarian
chamber of Commerce wes the dinner, attended by fouz; hundred guests

at the Hotel Astor, which it gave in honor of Count Laszlo Szechenyi,

the first Ambassador of independent Hungery to the United Stateseld
If Hungary's trade with the United States was in need of improvement

in 1923 as a result of the World War, it is even worse today due to the
present war in Burope. Very little cen be expected in direct trade
promotion from the World's Fair now, but good will maey be won for the
future and Americans may be educated to desire and recognize Eungary's
products,

A different type of educational and cultural work is being per-

TR

formed by the Hungarian churches in New York, which are real community
centers like American churchess Every type of Hungarian religion is
represented in New York at present. The majority of Hungarians are
Catholics and in New York St. Stephen's Hungarien Roman Catholie Church
on 82nd Street carries on the Hungarian traditions under the Reverend

Father Peter Feher. A Holy Name Society, the St. Klara Society, A

Dol o iy A s W AR i e e i

Yothers Club, the Et. Imre Junior Society, and a Sickness Aid Society
are all connected with this church. The First lagyar Presbyterian |

Church is also well-organized under its pastor, Ladislas Harsanyi,

12 THe New York Economist, January, 1823, pe le

13 zm'_d_‘l MaYa 1923, PDPe 5=10.
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)t its ohurch in East 116 Street a parents association, a Reformed
Jen's Division, and & Reformed Singing Circle meet. Geza Takaro, pastor
of the First lMagyar Reformed Church, on East 69th Street, is very
prominent in Hungarian circles; before Mr, Szentkiralyi took it over,
or. Takaro lectured at Columbia on the Magysr language and 1iterature,l4
the 69th Street Church has two well-organized women's leagues. The
third of the important Hungarian Reformed Churches is the Free Hungarian
Reformed Church whose pastor is Sigismund Ladanyi, At its llth Street
center a Reformed Women's Soclety and a Reformed Men's Circle meet.
The other Hungarian churches of New York are smaller and less well=-
orzanizede On East 20th Street there is a Lutheran Hungarian Church
and there is another on Leonard Street in Greempoint, Brooklyn. Other
smller sects also have churches - the Magyar Adventists on 83rd Street,
the Baptists on 80th Sfreet, end the Greek Catholics on 82nd Street,
The Hungarian Jews apparently do not have a synagogue of their omn,1°
It is customary for the Hungarian churches to give socials and summer
picnics,

From time o time Fungarian churchmen have come to Americe to |
address Hungarian-Americen congregations in the hope of raising funds
for Hungarian church activities at home, One of the earliest was John
Kovacs of the Hungarian Unitarian Church who came to take part in the

Saratoga Unitarian Conference in 1882. Thereafter the conference backed

him in tours to Béston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington

14 Young Magyar-American, March 15, 1938, pe 9e

15 Szentkiralyi, Joseph, List of Hungarian Churches, manuscript in the
Hungarian Reference Library.
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and Chicago where he spoke in churches and before university and
sunday school audiences about Hungeriamsand the Hungarian Unitarian
ohurche During the five months he spent in America he collected

$12,000 for his church,l®

In 1925, the Reverend Nicholas Jozan, Suffragan Bishop of the
Unitarian churches of IHungary preached in New York, The week of
March 22 proved to be a busy one for him as the following itinerary
ghows?$ |

Sunday, March 22 = West Side Church, Ne. Y.

Monday, March 23 - Noon Service, All Souls Church, N. Y.

Wednesday, March 25 - Brooklyn, Vesper Service in the Church
of the Savior.

Friday, March 27 - Noon Service, All Souls Church, N. Y.
Sunday, March 29 = All Souls Church, N. 'f-
These were only his New York services, but in between he took quick
trips to nearby out of town churchesel?
The Unitarians are not the only ones to come; Catholics and
Protestants have been here for the same purpose. For example, John
Cserna, a famous Huhgarian archbishop, visited the Hungarian Congregations
in America about ten years ago when he participated in a Catholic

Eucharistic Conference in Ch:’.c:a.g-r_;o..l8

16 Kende, Geza, Magyarok Amerikeban, Vol. II, p. 78

17 Christian Register, Vole. 104, No. 8, March 19, 1925, p. 28l.

18 Related to me by my mother who heard him speake
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Political clubs among the Hungarians also promote cultural
gotivities to some extent. At the present time Hungarian political
olubs are all Democratic - the KPTI Democratic Club on 79th Street,
the Yorkville Independent Democratic Club on 80th Street, and the

Independent Democratic Club on Stanton Street.19 However, this con=

temporary trend toward the Democrats merely illustrates the spirit of

the times I think, since New York State is now overwhelmingly in the
pemocratic campe Formerly mngariam seemed to favor the Republicans
when they were in power. In 1868, the Grant-Colfax Magyar Republican
club was organized to fight for the election of Grant.20 Two Presidents
of the United States were feted by the Hungarien Republican Club of

New York = Theodore Roosevelt and William H, Taft.2l The record of

the proceedings of the Roosevelt Dimner indicates that the main theme

of the speeches at this gathering was the idea that the foreign - born
can be loyal supporters of the government., The ev.ent took place in the
Cafe Boulevard on Second Avenue and 10th Street which was then a famous
rendez-vous of Hungarians and the food, decorations and surroundings; were
all typically Hunga.r:i.la!.n.‘22

The two outstanding cultural influences among the Hungarians of

New York are the Hungarian newspaper and the benefit society or lodgee

Each of these movements has a history of its own and deserves a separate

chapter,

19 Szen’ck:.ralyl, Joseph, List of Hungarian-American Associations, manu-
script in the Hungarian Reference Liorarys

20 Kende, Geza, Magyarok Amerikaban, Vol. 2, pe 21.

2l Cukor, Morris, "The History of Magyar-America is the History of the
Forty Year 0l1d Amerikai Magyar Nepszava," Amerikei Magyar Nepszava,
40th Jubilee Edition, Section 2, June 18, 1939, p. Se

22 Proceedings of the Banquet Tendered Theodore Roosevelt, President of
the United States by the Hungarian Republlcan_iub of the TT tyof =
New York, editor William Blau, DASSIm.




CHAPTER XII

HUNGARIAN BENEFIT ASSOCIATIONS, LODGES, AND

CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS IN NEW YORK.

Until recently soclel security for Americans was non-existent,
The poor man's only protection was his life insurance policye. Another
alternative was the benefit and charitable work carried on by labor
unionse All of these proved inadequate for the Hungarian immigrant
laborer who could not speak English and was not Americanized enough to
join American labor unions., Furthermore, he could only afford to pay
in small sums at & time and he needed protection not only in case of
death, but also sickness and unemployment benefits, In answer to this
need Hungarian lodges were formed with insurance schemes as their
primary purpose, Then, in order to fill their coffers they turned to
entertainments and became centers of social life as well.

At the present time there are about fifty four such lodges in
New York City.l Many of them are branches of four large nation-wide

associations:

Verhovay Aid Association, 37,965 members, 494 branches, $3,903,996
wealth

American-lagyar Reformed Society, 20,063 members, 319 branches and
$1,229,502 wealth

Rakoczi Magyar Sickmess Aid Society, 17,402 members, 130 branches
and $2,261,556 wealth

American Magyar Aid Society, 15,000 members, 463 branches, and
$1,701,566 wealth<

[r—

1 According to Szentkirolyi, Joseph, List of Hungarian-American
Associations, menuscript in the Hungarian Reference Librarye

2 Nagy, Ivan, Az Amerikai lMagyaracis, pe e

Y AR
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This seems like an amazing number, but even in 1911 Hungarians

yad formed 78 lodges in Manhattan and seven in Brooklyn.® The decline

in the number of lodges since then can be accounted for by the comsolida-
tion of the stronger associations. However, the most surprising fact
is that these societies all grew up very suddenly since 1865,

In 1866 the Hungarian Jews set a precedent by forming a German-
speaking sickness aid society consisting largely of merchants and pro=-
fessionals which still exisis today under an English name .4 Immediately
thereafter the Hungarian-American residents of New York copied the

example and formed the Magyar Society of New York with no religious

barrierse This became the most important Hungerian organization in

New York for social and insurance purposes and counted in its membership
the most prominent Hungarians of New York from 1865 to 1508, such as
Michael Heilprin, Mathew Rozsafy, Michael Perczel, Elek Ludwigh, Gyula
Stahel, Gyula Roth, Geza Berko, Jozsef Horveth, Morris Cukor, and Emil
Kiss, most of whom I have mentioned in other connections. It started
with about forty members but soon increased and improved its facilities
to include & piano, a library, and billiard tables, In 1888 it was

further strengthened by amalgamating with the Magyar Amateur Theatrical

Societys Unforturately the official records of the organization were

lost or destroyeds Its demise in 1908 was rather sudden when its
members wanted to reorganize and set up a Magyar Club instead, but in

reality they lost what they elready had and substituted nothing.®

¢ Hoffmann, Geza, Csonka Munkasosztaly Az Amerikail Magyarsag, pPe 392=3

4 Kende, Geza, Magyarok Amerikaban, Vole II, p. 10

5 Ibid., ppe 10 - 17,
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The Magyar Tarsulat (Magyar Association) set up in 1885 under the

presidency of the celebrated Dr. Arpad Gerster was more of a charitable
organization, since it aimed to help the defenseless Magyar immigrants
who arrived in New York., The original funds for the enterprise came
from the proceeds of the first Magyar Folk Festival in New York on
pugust 7, 1684. All the familiar festival props were included, such as
a parade through the lMegyar District of Houston Street and Avemme B to
Sulzer's Harlem River Park where contests, gemes and songs as well as
numerous speeches in Hungarian, Germanend English filled the day.

Color was added to the occasion by the wearing of Hungarian peasant

and cowboy costumes.® After this the folk festival beceme an annual

feature to supply funds for the Tarsulat end was aided by the Magyar

benefit societies then in existence,

In every way the Tarsulat catered to the needs of the immigrant.
Legel advice was supplied by Frank Malocsay, the organization's lawyer,
and later by Morris Cukor, who is still a prominent Hungarian lawyer
in New York. loney and clothes were given to indigent Magyers and
many old and destitute Hungarians were given return tickets to their
native lands To guide helpless Hungarians at Castle Garden, then the

port of entry to America, the Tarsulat sent its representative Carol

Semsey who was an emigrant himself, a Civil War veteran, and later an
employee of the United States Government at Ellis Island. Frequently
Hungariean immigrants who expected to return to the fatherland sent money
home to' the families that they had left behind them, and toassist these

people the Magyar Tarsulat opened a bank to specialize in money shipments.

-

6 Kende, Geza, Magyarok Amerikaban, Vole II, ppe 56=58.
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) travel bureau finally arranged for the return trip to Hungary.

The bank proved to be the Tarsulat's undoing, Deficits piled up

right from the beginning, end were made worse by a scheme to arrange for
s group-journey by Hungarian-Americans to the homeland to celebrate the
thousandth Anniversary of the Hungarien nation in 1896. It was planned
to send about a thousand Hungarians on a separate ship with a Hungarien
orew, and Hungarian wine, food and music, After elaborate preparations
were made the plan had to be abandoned for lack of voyagers and the
rarsulat found itself in even greater financial difficulties because of
the expenses incurrede. Then, it was found that the bank's manager had
pocketed some of the proceeds. In disgust, the President Arpad Gerster,
resigned and made arrangements for the transfer of funds left after

the accounting to a bank to lie there until a suitable use could be

found, Finally in 1898 the New York Mazyar Aid Society was organized,

with the financial support of the Hungarien Govermment, which establish-

ed a liagyar House of Refuge for Hungarian imigrants.7
TWhile the Magyar Society and the Magyar Gersulat flourished, a

number of other Hungarian benefit societies of today originateds In
1868 the Hungarian Jewesses organized, and in 1871 the Hungaria Sickmess

Aid Society appeared.8 New York's First kagyar Coversational and

Sickness Aid Association founded in 1884 was unusual in that it sought

to propogate the Hungarien language in addition to its benefit functions.
Another peculiar characteristic of this society is thet it was the first

among the Hungarien associations to exclude Jews from its membership.g

7 Kende, Geza, Magyarok Amerikaban, Vol. II, ppe 84=91.

8 Ibidu, Pe 18.

9 Ibido, PPe 64-6G6,
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1986 the 1argest of the present nation-wide Hungarian societies,
In

ghe VO
; their orgenization after a fiery Hungerian newspaper editor, 10

Chovey, Wes founded et Hazleton, Pennsylvenis by miners who

Hungerian associations have cooperated whenever emergencies arose
oquiring their help or when important receptions in honmor of Hungarien
Jisitors ocourreds In 1915, 1916 and 1919 they held Bazears to supply
qunds for Wer widows and orphans in Hungary. On gala occasions, like
¢he reception of the Hungarian Olympic Team, they also put on marvelous
displaYSoll Recently the American-born younger generation has also
orgenized, not so much for insurance purposes, but to create & social

center for singing societies, dences, and picnics. Exemples of such

organizations in New York City are the Ifjusagi Kor es Daltestulet on

79th Street, the New York Fugjgretlen I.-Iag,yzir If jusagi Péylet, and the

12
Amerikei Magyer Urszagl _Izjusagi Egyesulet,

10 Ibide, @e 70=73.

11 Cukor, Morris, "The History of Magyer-America Is the History of the
Forty Year 0l1d Amerikel Magyar @azava,“ Amerikai lagyer Nepszava,
40th Jubilee Editiom, Section 2, June 18, 1939, ppe 1, 3e

12 Szentkiralyi, Joseph, List of Hungarian-Ameridan Associations,
manuseript in the Hungarien Reference Library.



CHAPTER XIII

THE HUNGARIANS OF NEW YORK IN THE NEWSPAPER WORLD.

There is & Hungerian press in New York quite apart from the

American newspaper world; its reporters and general personnel are not
xnown to outsiders. On the other hand at least one Hungarian—
American, Joseph Pulitzer, left an enduring mark upon American journal-
igme Furthermore, Emil Lengyel is at present the most successful

lecturer, author, journalist, and boock-reviewer of all the Hungarien

1mmigrants.1

Joseph Pulitzer's life reads like a Horatio Alger success story.

. of
He was born in Mako Hungery in 1847,2 Magyar-Jewish father and an

Austrian-Christian mother., TUntil the fether died when Joseph ‘was

" sixteen, the family was in comfortable circumstances. Younz Pulitzer
was adventurous and tried unsuccessfully to join the army in Austrie, .
Frence and England, but in each case he wes rejected for frailness. The
American Civil Wer was going on at this time and recruiting agents

were not to0o concerned with whom they took. Pulitzer signed up for the
Union Army and was brought to Boston but slipped over the side when

he arrived there and came to New York. Here he joined the army again
and had an opportunity to fight at Gettysburg under Carl Schurz, After
the war was over the young veteran faced the usual problem of readjust-

ment and was unable to earn a livelihood. He was forced to sleep on a

bench in City Hall Park and "rode the rods"™ to St. Louis like any other

1 Roucek, Joseph Slabey, "Hungarians in America," Hungarian Quarterly,
Vol. III, Noe 2, Summer 1937, ppe 358=366.
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h0b002
In Ste Louis he obtained temporary work at various odd jobs and

even worked 88 & fireman on & ferry and as a stevedore. Through his
interest in books, he made his way into German society and found e

place on the Westliche Post as & reporter. He also improved himself by

studying law and was admitted to the bar in 1868,
Once given a start, he rose repidly end beceme part owner of the

westliche Post, He became interested in politics and served as a member

of the Missouri Legislature in 1869, In 1874 he participated in the
State Constitutional Convention oi; Missouri and in 1876 he was a
representative in Congress from that state. At this time he also aligned
himself with the reform movement which was sweeping the country, follow-
ing the evils of the Reconstruction Era, In the meantime he had acquir-

ed another newspaper, the St. Louis Dispatch, and now merged it with the

Post to form the Post-Disptach.®

New Yorkers learned to know Pulitzer after he became the owner

end publisher of the New York World, which he purchased in 1883. Al-

though he sometimes violated conservative standards, Pulitzer introduc-

ed some original ideas in the New York World. He made his journal

a popular paper with an aggressive editorial policy, special Sunday
features, color eomics, and all the other devices calculated to raise
the circulation of the paper by an appeal to the masses. Although the

World was in & bad financial condition when he took it over, he speedily

<« Seitz, Don Carolus, Joseph Pulitzer, His Life and Letters,
Pp. 40-56,

3 Beard, A. E. S., Our Foreign-Born Citizens, pp. 196=197,
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_erosne this diffioulty and acquired wealth, However, the later
| part of his life was saddened after 1887 by his blindness which came
on gradually as & result of the strain to which he subjected his eyes
earlier in life when he worked day end night. 4

Some Americans perhaps regard him merely as a man who, along with
Fearst, helped to lower American newspaper standerds. However, he
perely satisfied a growing demand for the type of news which the
proletariat desires. Furthermore, he was progressive in his ideas and
built the first modern publishing house, the Pulitzer Building, which
was one of the first skyscrapers of New York, Finally, his bequests
after his death in 1911 show that he was truly interested in promoting
journalism, scholership, literature, and art.

Pulitzerts connection with Columbis University is very close,
since he left $2,500,000 to found the School of Journalism which was
opened in 1912,° The Columbia University trustees also award the famous
ammuel prizes in journalism and literature which he established:

$500 = gold medal for public service by an American newspaper

$1,000 = best example of & reporter's work

$1,000 - best American novel

$2,000 = best book on United States history

$1,000 = best American biography

$500 = best cartoon

$1,000 - best book of versee®

4 Seitz, Don Carolus, Joseph Pulitzer, His Life and Letters, ppe 56=430
passim. i

5 Ibid., pps 435-462; also Pulitzer, Joseph, "The College of Journalism,"
North American Review, Vol. 178, No. 5, May 1504, pp. 641-680.

6 Seitz, Don Carolus, Joseph Pulitzer, His Life and Letters, D»pe 462.
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go 8150 provided $260,000 in funds for the support of three graduates
of schools of journalism who could pass certein examinations to study
political, social and moral conditions in Europe for one year.’

Art and music also profitted by his bequests. He left $500,000
each = later raised to $919,416.,33 = to the Metropolitan lMuseum of Art
and the New York Philharmonic Society. Funds were supplied in his will
for the erection of a fountain in the square on Fifth Avenue between
58th and 59th Streets, and for a statue of Thomas Jefferson which is
now in the inner court of the School of Journalisme. Scholarships were
arranged for BEuropean study by promising American art and msic studeni:s.8

Although he has been accused of ignoring his fellow - Hungarians,
the record indicates otherwise., When Michael lMunkacsy, the great |
Hungerian painter, visited America, Pulitzer was the President of the
lagyar Comittee which gave a dinner in his honor. FRurthermore, Pulitzer
was known as a liberal contributor to Hungerian entertainments.g

A men like Pulitzer appears but rerely on the Hungarien-American
scene but everyday life emong the Hungarians of New York goes along on
ah even keel with an occasional church or charity social to stir up some
excitements In t;.he Hungarian press of New York these everyday Hungarian
events are faithfully chronicled in addition to the latest news of the
world which many Hungarian immigrants ere unable to reed in English.

The best index to Hungarian-American life in New York is the Amerikai

Vagyar Nepszava (American-Hungerian People's Voice) which started as a

7 Beard, A, E, S., Our Foreign=-Born Citizens, p. 200.

8 Seitz, Don Carolus, Joseph Pulitzer, His Life and Letters, pp. 463-464.

9 Kende, Geza, Magyarok Amerikaban, Vol. w, ppe 35-42.
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eokly in 1899 but beceme a daily in 1904, Its publisher up to his

Jeath over ten years ago was Geza Berko who functioned in New York!'s

pungarian affeirs and revived the movement in 1926 for a statue of
gossuth in New Yorke. On June 18, 1939 the newspaper celebrated its
fortieth anniversary with a special jubilee edition and published
conzratulatory messages from President Roosevelt, Governor Lehmen, and
a number of Hungarian concerns and societies, During these forty

years the Nepszava hes become a focal center of American 1ife,1°0

In its columms may be found American and Hungarien news, stories,
lodge notices, and advertisements of the chief Eungarian concerns.

Every major Hungarien activity during the past forty years was de-

scribed in the Nepszeva and the newspeper heartily supported most Hungarian

enterprises, tut especially the erection of the Kossuth Statue on
Riverside Drive which was Berko's dream. Not only has the paper devoted
itself to publication of the news, tut it also prints an annual almenaclil
and books appear under its auspices from time to time, such as Dr. Imre

de Josika~Herczeg's, Hungery After A Thousand Years in 1934, In order

to femiliarize the American-born children of Hungarians with the old

homeland, the Nepszava also conducted annual beauty contests for American

girls of lagyer pearentage when cir cumstances were favorable for sending
five winners to Hungary free of charge with the stipulation that they

write articles for publication in the Nepszave from time to time during

the trip ebout their Hungarien experiences. The Hungarian government

sew to it that they had something to wr-ite about by giving them receptions

10 Amerikei-Magyer Nepszava, 40th Jubilee Edition, Section 2, June 18,
1939, passime

11 T glanced through back copies of it at the Hungarien Reference Library.

-
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,11 over the country. In another contest for free trips to Burope the
ginners were chosen on the basis of prize-winning essays about Hungary's
pasts The Hungarian associations, especially the Verhovay Society,

gent young people to Hungary who had secured the most new members for
the soolety within & given period of times 2 Another great concern of
the Nepszave has been to secure the revision of the Ireaty of Trianon
whereby Hungary lost two-thirds of her territory during the last World

ware In its ettitude on social and political questions the Hepszava is
13

conservative and generally non-partisan,
Only two other daily newspapers rival the liepszava and they are

both published outside of this éity. Cleveland's Szabadsag first appear-

ed earlier then the Nepszava, in 1891, Tihamer Kohanyi, its editor,

wes & great crusader in Hungarian circles and was also responsible for

the erection of a statue of Kossuth in Cleveland back in 1902, long

:oefore the one in New York was set up, Indeed, Kohanyi occupies the

same position as Geza Berko did with the NeEsuva.14 Dif fering very

mich from these two conservative newspapers is the Uj Elore (lNew Forward)

which is also sold in New York, but is published in Cleveland by a

zroup of cormunists. The original Elore (Forward) was a Socialist newsw=

paper of New York‘'which began in 1904,15 When Charles Varge was its

editor it was unique in that the employees maneged the publication

12 Young-Magyar American, August 1937, p. 12.
13 The opinion of my mother who has been & reader for many yearss

14 Brown, Francis James and Roucek, Joseph Slabey, Our Racial and
National llinorities, pe 315.

15 Hoffmann, Geza, Csonka Munkasosztaly As Amerikai Magyarsag, pe 307.
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a5 high & cir culation figure as the other dailies, but as the newspaper-
an Gyorgy Kemeny points out, none of them have ever made their owners
woalthyo]'?

Indeed, for these three dailies thet have swrvived many Hungarian
pewspapers have perisheds I have already described the rise and demise

of the Hungarian Exiles' Paper of 1853, From that time to 1879 no

attempt was even made to set up a Hungarian newspaper. In that yeer a
flood of the Tisza River in Hungary created a group of homeless people
whom the American-Hungerians helped with finds, This helped to bring
the Magyars of New York together sufficiently to arouse in the minds of
William Loew and Eric Mogyorossy the desire to e stablish a weekly news-
paper devoted to Hungarian and Americen intellectual affairs and appear-
ing in both lenguages. The only trouble was thet the readers were not
scholarly enough for the paper which never published more thah a second
copy.18

William Loew who was the editor of the next Hungerian newspaper

in New York, the Amerikai Magyer Nemzetor (Americen Hungarien Guardian of

the Nation) did not repeat the seme mistake again, Indeed this was the
first Hungarian newspaper in New York which existed for a period of yeers
from 1883-1897, It wes a newspaper which came right down to the level

of its readers and kept them informed of Hungarian and American current

events, Since this bi-monthly journal wes the only Hungarian newspaper

16 Bercovieci Konrad, Around the World in New York, p. 36l.

17 Kemeny, Gyorgy, "Emlekezzunk Regiekrol," Amerikaei Magyer Nepszave,
40th Jubilee Edition, Section 2, June 18, 1939, pe 344,

18 Kende, Geze, Magyarok Amerikeben, Vols 2, ppe 30-34e




vy

bl . .

107

g America for & long period of time (down to 1891 when the Szabadseg

i
appesred) it was read by Magyers all over the United States, but even

s0 it sold only about a thousand copies for each issue. Whether any

of these copies still exist is doubtful, but if they do, theyare in
wivate handse Owmership and editorship of the peper passed to Gustav '
prdelyl who made it a powerful instrument in Megyar movements. Erdelyl
was educated as & lawyer and a judge in Hungary even though he had to
work as & cigar-maker here, at first., Everything went well until

the competition became too keen. In addition to the Szebadsag, the

on Allas (Independent) ceme into being in Pennsylvania and in 1894 a

New York rivael appeared in the Magyer Hirado which after 1897 merged with

the Szabadsage However, by then it was too late since Erdelyi's worries

brought on.tuberculosis from which he died in 1895 and his widow had

to rive up the paper in 1897, Geze Berko, of Nepszava fame received his

newspaper treining on the Nemzetor.l9

After 1894 Magyar newspapers appeared fast, one after another but
usually they did not last very long. Socialism was a fad arourd 1500,

Even the Nepszava began as a socialist paper from 1894-1899 when it wes

completely changed. The Nepakarat (People's Will) was another socialist

newspaper which appeared in 1903. In 1910 A Munkas' (the Worker)
sponsored the same political ideas. Other newspapers were put out by
special groups - for example the printers started a socialistic paper

in 1910 - in New York - Nyomdaszak Lepja. The world of sport has its

Hungarian interpreter and papers dealing with church and theatre appeared.

19 Kende, Geze, Magyarok Amerikeban, Vol 2, ppe 49-55 and pp. 128-133.
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— a1l of these papers differ from the three great dailies of today

in that they do not appear daily, specialize in one subject, and rarely

last 1035'20
since the immigration of Hungarians las declined attempts have

peen nade by Hungarien Organizations to reach the American-born children

of Hungarianss A culturel magazine with this objective in mind was the

Young lagyar Amorican which was printed in Enzlish, It used to appear
nonthly and was printed in Canade but had e distribution point in the
same building as the Hungarian Reference Library. Indeed, copies of it
were supplied to library members. In its eoples were translations of
mmgarian classics, brief biographical notes on visiting Hungarian
celebrities, and descriptions of Hungarin contributions to American
lifes An outstanding achievement of the magazine was the publication
of & "Hungarian Musical Who's Whoo" On the associate board of contribu-
tors were Dr. Francis Deak, Professor at Columbia's Law School, and

Dre Lazlo Telkes of the Hungarian Reference Library., Unfortunately
after a seemingly successful career since 1536 the mmgazine had to

suspend publication last year for lack of an adequate circulation to

moet labor costseZl
The fate of the Youmg lMagyar American denotes & tendency in the

Hungerien press of Americe, As time goes by and the older folks pass

eway, this foreign press will have to turn more and more to their American-

20 Hoffmenn, Geza, Csonka lunkasosztaly As Amerikai Magyarsag, ppe 307-308.

21 This information was secured by consultation with members of the
Hungarian Reference Library staff and I also looked through the
collected copies of the magazine.
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born children for readers, since immigrants are fewer. Therefore,
experimsnts are carried on with articles in English stressing the
Hungerian heritage, some of which have also appeared from time to time

in the Amerikai Magyar Nepszava., A similar appeal to the young people

of Hungarian d?scent is made by the Hungarian lodges and other institu=-
tions. On whether or not these Hungarien-Americen institutions will be
able to hold the interest of the Americen-born depends the future of

the Hungarian movement in America. If these orgenizations and projects

are allowed to collapse like the Young liagyar American did, the time

may not be distant when the whole Hungarian commnity built up for over

sixty years in New York City will melt away,



CHAPTER XIV
CONCLUSION

I undertook to study the 'Muhm in New York becemse I am
of Iungarian dosocent, and because I realized that I knew very little
about the subject, Since I have not lived in Manhattan proper, I seldom
had oontaots with Hungarians or their functions except on such out-
gtanding occasions as the visit of the Budapest University Chorus, when
I went to hear them, My parents read the Hungarian newspaper, the
Nepszave, but not as regularly now as formerly, They are exceptions to
the rule in that they do not belong to any Hungarian lodge or associa-
tion. Since before I was born, their contacts with Bungarian circles
have ceased completely., Therefore, I realized that I kmew very little
about what the Hungerian-American world was doing, and I wanted to know
more. At present there is great interest in the folk customs of the
di fferent nationalities which have contributed to American life; even
in the case of the Indian we want to revive the old tribal ways when-
ever no harm results from it. The United States has reached a more
mature and settled state and is now teking stock of itself and its
component elements,

In trying to decide whether I could be of service in revealing
the Hungarian element's past in New York's history, I found two factors
working in my favor; I can read Hungarian and English almost equally
well and this made it possible for me to use all the available meterial;
secondly, a vast store of material has just recently been mede aveilable

by the opening of the Hungarian Reference Library.
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1 enjoyed collecting the material fc;r my thesis since everyone
ot the Librery was very helpful, and the pamphlets and megazines were
especially interesting reading. Since the library specializes in
gnglish material on Hungarian subjects it is not surprising that most
of my source material was in English., In one way I was disappointed,
however. Most of the Hungerian organizations of the past failed to
keep or preserve records. Even files of the earlier newspapers in
Hungarian are lackinze. Few of the prominent Hungariens bothered to
keep records of their daily activities and only Gerster wrote his
reminiscences, Most of my material about prominent Hungarians had to
como from English articles in English newspapers about them, Further=-
more, most of the pamphlet and periodical meterial in the Hungarian
Reference Library deals with Hungary itself rather than with the
Hungarians who settled in Americe. It may seem that I relied rather
heavily on books about the Hungarians in America by other Hungarians,
but in these cases, especially in the case of Kende, I think that it
was justified, because he lived through the period about which he wrote
and he was personally acquainted with most of The individuals and move-
ments that he described. lMany of the people that he wrote about are
now dead and others are old and live far away or choose to enjoy privacy.
Even from an interview I can get very little information because I did
not know those interviewed intimately. Furthermore, I often found
confirmatory evidence of Kende's statements in pamphlets and other
periodicals. At any rate I had the experience of consulting a wide
range of primary and secondary sources and enjoyed the task of fitting

them all togeher into one clear=-cut picture..
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My topic I think presented unusual difficulties of organization,
and with all due respect to my predecessors and fellow-chroniclers I
think that that is the aspect in which all works on the Magyars have
neen weakests I am not too sure that Z'[. solved the problem wisely myself.,
1 attempted to introduce the Hungarian nationality and to show why
Hungarians ceme to America at different times,. Ther;, I tried to picture
their life here and their influence on the American scene. In doing this
T have no thesis to propound; I am merely trying to present the facts.
1 admit that I was rather impressed myself with all that the Hungarians
have done in New YOrk in the Hungarie:hand American spheres, always
remembering that they are such a small group, However, I waes also
saddened by the knowledge that so many Hungarian peasants who came here
in the past lived such narrow lives, simply accumulating money for a
return to Hungary without ever understanding the blessings of democracy
or joining in the American cultural pettern, Fortunately, men like
steph Pulitzér, Arpad Gerster, and the many others whose lives I have
sketched, meke up for these short-comings. Indeed, I accumlated a
little information about so many people in my essay, that I might have
called it "Smatterings of Ignorance™ like Oscar Levant did in his book.
However, for a bird!'s-eye view of Hungarian life in New York the reader
may, I feel, profit from an exemination of my essay. Whether or not the
reader considers the Hungarian a desirable immigrant, I leave to him

to decide after he has examined the record,
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