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FIG. 2 - Post u r es ass ociate d wi t h th e int e r a cti

o ncall .

sho w n 
i

n fig ure 2. Th e fund ament a l  frequenc y wa s at 2 kH z, wi
t

h ha rmonic s at 4, 8 an d 1 6  kH z. A n 
amplitud e em phas

i
s occ u rre d 

a
t 4 kHz .

Nes t Dis tracti o n Displa
y 

A hars h squea l -l ik e c a ll g iv e n b y th e ma
l e d u rin g th e nes t di stra cti o n dis pla

y . Thi s 
dis

p
la y consiste d o f  flappin g th e wing s  i n  th e un d erg

r
owt

h 
abou t 5 m from th e nes

t
, o r  r u . nnin g alon g th

e groun d whil e alt ernat
i
vel y flapp in g th e w ing

s . 

Call s use d b y  th e Nestlin g an d Fledgling

s 
Figur e ID sh o w s the "chee p " ca ll gi v en 

by nestling s an d fledgling s  whil s t  beg gin g fo r foo d . A 
s econ d ca ll wa s use d b y  th e nes t ling s  from th e t ime 
th e femal e lande d nea r th e nes t t o  whe n sh e l e ft. 
Thi s wa s a hars h call , containin

g 
harmo nics , b u

t was shorte r in dura ti on tha
n 

ag gr es s i v
e 

an
d intera c tio n calls . 

Calls used b
y 

the Fe male

Fig u r
e 

IE show s the "chee
p

" c a ll  used b
y 

th
e f emale when chased from a te r ri to r

y 
and wh e n 

the male showed dr i ving beh a v iou
r 

t o w a rd
s 

h
e r . 

F
i
g ure I F is a c all use d  by t he fe male w hen s h e

a
tt e

m pt e d t o col le ct hair fr om t h e a u tho r' s hea d . 
No t e tha t t h is ca

l
l include d a so ft versio n of t h eMo un t 

W elli ngt o n bree d
i
n g  song (Br u c e 1 9 8 7 )  

al
t

e rn a t e d w i th th e " ch eep" call. Fi g ure I G i s  a c
a ll 

u s e
d 

w
h

e n t he fe m a l e app r o ach e d  t he n e s t to fe e d
t h e y oun g. T he ma l e a

l

s o u s e d t hi s c a ll w h e n fe
e

din g t h
e 

fle d

g
li

n
g s . 
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Th e breedi n g  biology an d beh avi our of the yello w- thr oated h o neyeat er Lic he 11 o s to m11 s fla vic o llis w a s stud ied at M ou nt Nelson, Tasm ani a. An inn ux of ye
ll

ow -throa t ed hon e yeate rs , in cl udin
g fe mal es , in la t

e J u n e re s u lte din an inc rea se i n territo rial di spu res an d rh e initiatio n of breedin g activi t i e s. Ne st  bu ildin g an d i n cu b a
t
i
o n w a s o n l y c arried o ur by th e f emale, whi le th e male w a s o c cu p i e d i n t e rr i to r i a l d e fe n c e . F l e d g l i n g s 

w e re fe d by bo r
h p a re n t s 

u nr i l rhe female srarted bui l ding the next nes r. 

K
e y W

o r d s :
T

a s m a n i a , y e llo w - t h r o a t e d h o n e ye at e r , b r e e d i n g , b i o l o g y , b e h av i o u r
. 

I N T R OD UC TI O N

The ye llow - thr oat ed hone yeat er has a nes t 
ro utine lar

g
ely simil ar t o its mainland re l ative, th e 

white-ea r ed h o n e yeater L iche no s tomus leuc otis 
(Shar l a nd 1 98 1  ) . Litt l e r ( 1 903) , Dove ( 1917) ,
Piz ze y ( I 980), Sha rlan d ( I 98 1) an d Mi lled ge (pe rs . 
co mm .) con clud ed th at the cl utch size is us ually 
two o r  thre e, the eggs bei ng a p al e  buf f pink and 
spotte d  with red-b ro wn; 

t
h e  ne s t is a dee p bark cup 

woven wit h grasses and lin e d  wit h fu r, wool o r 
feath e rs  and i s p laced withi n 

I m o f t he g ro u n d i n 

g ra s s tuss ocks or low bush . 
T h i s  p ape r d esc ribes the bre eding biol ogy 

and beha vio ur of th e yellow - t hr o ated h oney eater as 
observed at Mo u nt Nelson in 19 84 and dur ing 
sub seque nt v is its. All v oc al isatio ns re ferred to i n 
t
h i s p a

p e r a r e d e sc r i b e d i n 
B ru c e  

(
t
h i s v o l u m e )

. 

M E TH O DS 

A t the Unive rsity Rese r ve on Mount Nel s on, 
Hobart, tw o colour - banded b i rds belonging to 
different pairs we re o bse rv ed from F eb r ua r y to 
Octobe r 19 8 4.  In one pa ir t he mal e , R-Y, was 
banded and in the other the f emale, 0 -0, was 
ban d ed . O bservation s took p l a c e a l m o s t e v er y d a y 

d u ri n g t h
e b r e e d i n

g s ea so n
. 

R E S ULT S

Te rr i t or i a l D e fe n c e 
A t  Mo unt N elso n ,  an i n flu x of 

y
ell o

w


thro a te d  h on eye aters occurr ed in the fir s t ha l f o
f J u ne. T his was asso ci ated w ith an i n c re a se in 

ter rito rial dis pu t e s  and ch a
s

ing bet ween i ntrud er
s an d r es

i
den t s. If the intrud er w as perc hed i ns id e 

a territo ry , the r eside nt w ou ld l and a lo n g sid e it and a 
phys

i
cal co nfrontati on with th

e 
in te ractio n call 

wo uld res ult. Chasing was usua lly acc om panie d b
y bill sn

a p pi ng . Fe ma les wer e of ten s e e n  j o ini ng th
e ma le in t h e  chase. On ce the intru d e r  wa s ex p

e
l led , 

the ma le r e
t

urned to pat rolling t he t erri t o
ry 

b
y m o ving fro m post to p ost si ngin g or ag

g
re ssiv

e call in g .  Th e fem ale also u sed the ag g r ess ive call 

an d ch ase d int ruder s, bu t w
a

s no t a s  v
i
g o ro u s  a

s 
the m al e ,  w ho wou

l
d often t ak e o ve r  fro m the 

female 
a ft e r s h e  h a d c h a s e d t h e i n t ru d e r a s h o r

t 
d i s t a n c e . 

C o u r t s h i p

Cou rt ship w as pred omi na n t l y sho w n by 
dr i ving b eha viour. The male w ould fl y  tow a rds

, 
and 

d
i

s lod
g

e ,  th e perc
h

ing f ema le. B oth pa irs b e h a v ed 
in t his w a y be fore build ing 

t
ook pl ace a n d  it w as 

also see n in 
t h e R - Y p a

i r j u s t b e fo re t h e fi
r s t b ro

o d 
l e ft t h e n e st. 
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