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Community colleges continue to offer the lowest tuition and fees across all sectors of higher education. In 2016-17, the average 
estimate of full-time cost for a student to attend a community college was $17,000, which included an average $3,520 for tuition, 
$8,060 for room and board, $1,390 for books and supplies, $1,760 for transportation and $2,270 for other expenses. (Students 
often pay much less than the “sticker price” after student aid and other benefits are factored in.) Community colleges had a 1.7 
percent average annual increase (inflation-adjusted) in tuition and fees compared to the previous year. Tuition and mandatory 
fees represent only 21 percent of the cost of community college students who live off campus. At public four-year institutions, 
they account for 39 percent of the total cost of $24,610. Read more.

For more information, contact Kent Phillippe, associate vice president for research and student success at the American 
Association of Community Colleges, at (202) 416-4505 or kphillippe@aacc.nche.edu, or Rahel Tekle, AACC research associate, at 
(202) 416-4508 or rtekle@aacc.nche.edu.

Source: “Trends in College Pricing 2016,” College Board (2016).
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