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Coming of Age Online
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Serial multitaskers

e Multiple activities
e Multiple modes of media
« Intertwining roles of information and
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Multitasking can be managed
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Except for gaming...

“I’m playing a game that fills the
screen...”
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The teenager’s “job”

* |dentity exploration

Profiles

« Anything but a “profile”
— NOT “I’'m Jenny, I’'m in 8th grade, I live in Urbana”

When a name is more than a name

SCREEN NAMES BLOG NAMES
« azngrrl * The savage truth

| |||||| ||| » Total | room

Me, myself, and I: Blogging

« A private experience made public

| am my avatar. Maybe.




Keeping parents at bay

¢ ICTs operate under the parental radar

« Teens often know more than their parents
do about technology
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ICTs as expressions of community

In control

* ICTs are available 24/7

— Outside normal times for congregating in
person

— Outside busy school schedules and and after-

Let me in

Social networking
— Flocking to the same blogging services

— Hard-wired opportunities for community
buildin
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“i had no idea i had so much in common with
my classmates. i go along and write people
off because i think i know them. [person] is
a suck-up prep, [person] is a greasy pervert,
[person] is a hardcore nerd. but then i read

. an intriguing, unchecked
experiment in silent group therapy --
a hive mind in which everyone
commiserates about how it feels to

The downside

» Teenagers drive IM traffic, yet are driven
by it

« If you are not online, you become invisible

“i for one do not blog. spilling your guts to the
world through the internet is just a little odd
to me. other peoples blogs on the other
hand...i looooove to read other peoples
blogs for the same reasons that i don’t want

“l usually use away messages so |
can get some homework done.
Every now and then, when I have a
question to ask, | take off my




“l am in front of my computer trying
to do some work. Feel free to
distract me.”

“away messages can be a random
statement of some sort, a quote
from a song, a link. its only about

Jargon

« Grows organically, reflects group norms
« Establishes speaker’s credibility

Get them out! Let them in...

 Blocking
— By one, of one

For cultural historians...

Which became:

Using asterisks and third person to denote
action:

*eats her sandwich slowly*

*




Leetspeak

d00d (dude)
pron (porn)

Moral development and ICTs

 Lack of affective feedback and remoteness
from harm

“you may have noticed i’m fairly lax about grammar
online (particularly capitalization). but things like
StICky cAPs and webspeak (omg, ur so hott lol)
and I133tsp34k (j00 iz n00b) annoy the hell out of

Trouble in Cyberspace

 Cheating
« Improper use of intellectual property

What’s real, what’s not

“I’ve had all kinds of arguments and fights
over e-mail and instant messaging services.
I block people, | warn people, I’ve been

Hacking

« In itself, not a bad thing
¢ Hacktivism




Freedom of expression vs.
freedom from expression

Whose rights are being protected?
— Publishing photos of principal smokin

Demons of adolescence

Tvn just worked out my body fat percentage and it's J0%! Makes ma fesl sick. Ju
ht £ sharal

Harassment and bullying

« ICTs support a hostile environment 24/7
 Loss of inhibitions
» Hard to trace and prosecute

Hate and youth appeal

The deep end: Content

e Spam and company
« Pornography
* Crackpots, wackos, and the demons of
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Contact information:

Frances Jacobson Harris

University Laboratory High School Library
1212 W. Springfield Avenue

Urbana, Illinois 61801

Damage control

« Learning how to be: Behavior
— At home

Forging new pathways

e “Give ‘em what they want”
— Redefining “appropriate” and “inappropriate”
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